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IN submitting to the considerntion of the public, a report 
of the proceedings in an affair, apparently more of indi¬ 
vidual than general interest, it seems necessary to say 
something of the motives, that have induced the publication. 
A short statement of facts will be sufficient for this purpose. 

An officer of the 27th regiment, having been brought to 
a Court Martini, by Colonel V\'arren, his commanding 
officer, was found Guilty upon part of the Charges, and 
sentenced to be dismissed the service. The sentence of 
the Court, and the pleasure of riie Prince Regent were 
promulgated to the army in the usual manner; and here 
it might have been supposed, the pioceeding was termi¬ 
nated. boon afterwards, however, tiicre Appeared in the 
iMiiiTAKY Rkgister, an obscure periodical work, a series 
of Libels, entitled a Lego-Military Reporty casting impu¬ 
tations of the grossest nature upon the character and 
conduct of Colonel Warren, and the witnesses for the 
prosecution, and even questioning the propriety of the 
Sentence itself; and this Report was declared to be the 
impartial result of a studious investigation of the Minutes 
of the Court Martial, statements received upon 

both sides of the questioip f/ 

t 
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To show the utter falsehood of such assertions, and to 
vindicate his own honour, and that of his officere, Colonel 
Warren brought an action for libel, against the Editor of 
the Military Register; adopting that mode of pro- 
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ceeding, in preference to indictment, as it afforded the 
defendant an opportunity of justifying his publication, by 
proving the truth of his statements. From such an inves* 
tigation, however, conscious of his falsehood, the defendant 
shrunk, suffering judgment to go by default; and a Jury of 
l.ondon merchants in the Sheriffis* (’ourt, awarded to the 
Plaintiff £ oOO damages. 

Still, as many persons may have read the Libels, who 
have not heard of the penalty inflicted on the author, it has 
been thought advisable to lay the whole of the proceedings 
before the public, in order to demonstrate, that not the 
slightest foundation exists for the assertion of the libeller, 
that his calumnies are warranted by the Minutes of the 
Court Martial. TIiosc minutes are here printed from an 
ofBcial copy, certified by the Assistant Judge Advocate 
General. On such a document no comment or explanation 
is necessary. The facts are before the public, who will 
judge for itself. 



SECONDARY’S OFFICE, COLEMAN STREET, 
Wednesday, ^Ind January^ 1817* 


INQUISITION 

Before SAMUEL COLLINGRIDGE, Eso. 
JOINT SECONDARY, 

AND A 

SPECIAL JURY OF MERCHANTS. 


Warren r. Scott. 


Mr. SCARLETT. Does any body appear for the de¬ 
fendant ? - [No person made answer.] 

Mr. R. G. Edwards, {one of the attornies for the plain¬ 
tiff) being questioned as to having given notice of the in- 

S , observed, he gave the usual notice, but not that pro¬ 
ngs would commence precisely at tlie hour mentioned. 
The defendant, although he did not. answer Mr Scarlett’s 
question, was either then in the Court, or came in immediately 
after. e * 

Mr. Platt opened the pleadings : he stated, that Lemuel 
Warren was the plain-'If, '’"d that Robert Scott was the de¬ 
fendant ; and that the dt . ration set forth two libels, which 
have been printed md published by the defendant, reflecting 
upon the conduct of the plaintiff, in a Paper called the 
Military Register, on the 1st and Sth of May, complaining 
of his conduct in his capacity of prosecutor of Captain 
Tucker by a Court Martial in particular, and also in general 
terms imputing to him improper motives, such as rancour, 
malice, and revenge, ^-jd also perjury. The defendant hav¬ 
ing suffered judgmetti. by default; the case therefore 
came before the Jur^ t^a}.’ess the damages. 

Mr. ikarlelt- —Ms;/ it ..yease you, Mr. Collingridge, as 
Secondary; Gentleuicn oi the Jury. I have the honour 
of attending you to day on behalf of Colonel Warren, wlio is 
now very nearly the oldest (' ''onel in the British service, and 
who is Lieutenant Colonel of the Enniskillen or 27tb regiment 
of foot, of which the presei^* Governor General of the East 
Indies, the Marquis of llast-mgs and Earl of Moira is the 
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Ctiloiitl; a regiioeni which has been sewing in every pari 
of the world during the long war in which we have been 
lately engaged; there is no part of the globe that is not con¬ 
nected with the name of Colonel ^^'arren, I say tliis, not 
because it should have any influence upon 3 'our minds in 
awarding the damages which you are to give to him to day, 
but in order to shew bow important it is that no blot shoiiUi 
be unnecessarily thrown upon a character hitherto unstaineil, 
and which ho trusts will remain so till the day of his death. 
It may be considvred now also as a distinction, although 
purely accidental, that he entered the army upon the ver\ 
same day (having been gazetted as en.sign on the 7 th ot 
March, 1787.) wdth that noble person who has brought tlie 
country to the highest pitch of glory, I mean the Duke of 
Wellington. Entering the army at the same period with 
His Grace, the plaintifl’has arrived at the rank he now holds 
as Lieutenant Colonel of the Enni.ski]len regiment; and in 
that cajKicity it w’as his fate, after some service in Spain, 
where he commanded a brigade on the; Eastern coast, to be 
placed w'itli bis regin:cnt along with the British array in 
rVance, sJiortJy previous to the battle of Waterloo. From 
this arise the circumstances, which I'll state with as much 
forbearance and delicacy as the nature of the ctise will per¬ 
mit. The defendant, iVlr. Scott, I am told, was once so far 
connected with the military profession, as to have been an 
officer in the Tower Ilanslets Militia; ceasing to hold that 
situation, wliatever it was, he then became editor, printer, 
and publisher, as well as th<^ proprietor of a Journal, which 
he calls the Miiitary Register ; which, besides recording 
military events, he makes a sort of tribunal to judge of the 
conduct and the merits of military men, and, according to 
his understanding, to praise or to dispraise them as he 
pleases. Whether any individual have a right to do so, and 
to make himself tlie tribunal which is to decide upon the 
character of other men, you*]l shew to liim and to the 
country by your verdict to-day ; but certainly, if any man 
without a commission from the King, take upon himself the 
power to judge of the character and conduct of the King’s 
subjects, he should at least evince the same impartiality and 
justice as belongs to the Judges mp^stituted by law. \^at- 
cver may be said by persons noC c» ntented with the law of 
this country relative to libels, as ib its severity in criminal 
prosecutions, no man says that a civil action for a libel car¬ 
ries any thing in it like severity, because ever)^ one knows 
^that if a man publish a libel against any other man in society, 
ivhen an action is brought, he, the defendant, is permitted to 
put upon record a justifleation, and to say it is true, and 
thcreiora not a libel; a strange privilege, indeed, but with 
the paepriety of which we have nothing to do upon this oc¬ 
casion ; for, although what may be published by a libeller 
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may be true, it may at the same time be exceedingly im> 
proper to publish it, and may prove extremely injurious, but 
in this case the defendant cannot complain of that law, aa 
there is no truth whatever in what he has published, ai\d, if 
there were, by a civil action being brought, he had an op¬ 
portunity of proving it. The defendant cannot therefore 
complain of the law of libel in this instance; and the more 
so, because, Avhen the plaintiff saw the libel in question, 
which ril by-and bye state to you, he felt no other anxiety 
than to meet Mr. iicott, or any person who might come for¬ 
ward to support him, in order to enter into a full discussion 
of the plaintiff’s conduct, arraigned as it is in this libel, and 
in order that a Jury might judge whether he were guilty of 
any of those scandalous imputations which are charged upon 
him in this libel. Mr. Scott, however, has thought fit, wisely 
indeed for himself, to put in no justiffcation of it: he has 
not thought proper to put in any plea, and he has therefore 
admitted that he has published this maliciously, and that the 
charges against Colonel Warren are false; and it is now for 
you to say what damages are due to a gentleman, whose 
name has been thus held up by this defendant to public re¬ 
probation. J'his defendant, Mr. Scott, lias interfered in, 
and concerned himself with the proceedings of a Court Mar¬ 
tial, with which he had nothing to do, any more than any of 
you had, and has chosen to publish his commentaries upon 
a garbled statement of those proceedings, which he admits to 
be false, una maliciously false when applied to the conduct 
of this plaintiff, which has been, in regard to these proceed¬ 
ings, the purest in the world, i’ll not detain you long 
upon this case ; as the circumstance of tlis'defendant allow¬ 
ing judgment to go by default, in proceedings of this sort, is 
every thing that is necessary to sustain a verdict; so that it 
will not be requisite to detain you witli a long statement of 
evidence. The short facts of the case are these* ; Colonel 
Warren was stationed with his regiment in France, shortly 
previous to the battle of Waterloo; his battalion was not in 
that battle, but the battalion of that regiment that was in 
that battle, was commanded by another gentleman, and Cap¬ 
tain Tucker was in that battalion at the time of buttle. 
Whatever Captain Tucl^r had done that merited punish¬ 
ment, was only report^ to Colonel Warren; so he could 
merely know it from oflners; and give me leave to say, that 
so far is he now, or ever could have been at any time, ac¬ 
tuated by any rancour or personal malignity against that 
gentleman. Captain Tucker, in his proceedings upon that 
Court Martial, that I am enjoined by him at tliis moment 
to abstain from saying any thing not called for, or to 
aggravate the feelings of that gcntlenubi, as to that Court 

* Tills is not quite correct. It was Colonel Warren’s battalitm tliat 
was in tbe action of Waterloo, but he did nothimself join till afliervasds. 
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Mdilinl. >«oUiing farther than what justice requires shall 
T stale of Captain Tucker’s conduct, and nothing shall 
escape me with the design to state any insinuation against 
him, further than the finding «)f the Court Martial itself 
implies. Colonel Warren thought it his duty after that bat¬ 
tle to state certain charges against Captain 'fucker, which 
are set forth in the record One of the charges was for 
highW insubordinate and disrespectful conduct, in writing a 
certain letter, misrepresenting and attempting to asperse the 
characters of Colonel Warren his commanding officer, and 
the officers of the battalion : that was one of the charges 
upon which he was acquitted, and therefore it is only neces¬ 
sary to state the other charges. The second charge was— 
“ For scandalous and infamous conduct, unbecoming the 
character of an officer and a gentleman, in forcibly taking 
and converting to his own use, on or about the I^ tli of June 
last, at or near Waterloo, and afterwards keeping in his pos¬ 
session at Brussels, contrary to the orders of Field Marshal 
His Grace the Duke of Wellington, a certain bay mare, be¬ 
longing to some British regiment t,f dragoons, or regiment, 
or officer or soldier in British pay, and in effiicing or attempt¬ 
ing to efface, or causing or conniving at the attempt to efface 
the regimental mark on the left flank or side of the said 
mare, and in advertising the said mare for sale in a public 
paper published at Paris, entitled (talignani’s Messenger, 
and in detaining the said marc in his possession, until 
ordered by his commanding oflic(*r to give her up on the 
17th September, 1815 tliat was the second charge. The 
third charge wa^ one of the same nature, only changing the 
expression “ bay marc” into that of “ grey marc,” and 
stating that it belonged, or was supposed to belong, to some 
British officer or soldier, or officer or soldier of the allied 
troops, that is, of some regiment in alliance with Great Bri¬ 
tain. As to the fourth and fiftli charges, I will not enter 
into them, except by stating that they related to irregular 
conduct in Captain Tucker, in regard to the disposition he 
had made of the baggage or property of an unfortunate gen¬ 
tleman, Captain Holmes of the same regiment, who was 
killed in the action of the 18th of June, at Waterloo ; a cir« 
cumstance which was reported to Colonel W'arrcn, who 
tliought that Captain Tucker had ^^t conducted himself in 
thatYespect, as the rules of the army require in such cases. 
I believe the regulation is, that if an officer be killed in battle, 
the second in command has the power to take the management 
of his effects; but it is stated in this record, that the libel sets 
forth, that Colonel Warren, the prosecutor upon these 
charges, made a violent address, evincing rancour, and also 
did so in his reply, as we would call it, but which on Courts 
Maitial ;is called a rejoinder, both of which it is stated were 
composed with the acutest ebquence. 1 mention these 
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things, as they are matters which are set forward in the libela 
in question, and it would have been necessary to have proved 
them, if they had not been admitted The Court Martial 
conducted themselves us you would i'X|ject, with all that 
delicacy and impartiality which lionourahle men could 
evince upon such occasions, and Colonel vV irn-n did his 
duty as a public man, and as a prosecutor should do. 
Tliey acquitted Captain Tucker of the first of these 
charges, and as to the second they in their finding say, 
** The Court do find the prisoner guilty of the whole 
of the second charge they acquit him upon the third 
charge; and upon the fourth and fifth charges, which are 
substuntially the same, as tiiey relate to the etl'....ts of the 
deceased Captain Holmes, the Court acquitted him of any 
improper motives as to Captain Holmes’s baggage, “ but find 
him guilty of great impropriety in not giving a satisfactory 
account thereof” I explain no more of that Court Martial, 
than what is necessary to explain the subject of the libel. 
Having stated the substance of the charges and finding of the 
Court Martial, which was afterwards confirmed by the Prince 
Regent, I will now explain another circumstance, which is 
necessary to elucidate M’^hat is upon the record. Colonel 
Warren having received a report of this irregularity of Cap¬ 
tain fucker as to (’aptain Holmes’s baggage, when tlm regi¬ 
ment was at Ncuilly, a village near Paris, had thought it 
right to give notice to Captain Tucker thereof, and to 
request certain persons to examine into the subject, not 
thinking that it would be prejudicial to Captain Tucker 
himself, hut merely to clear up his conduct upon these 
reports which were circulating! it was fof that purpose that 
a court of inquiry, consisting of a few officers, were directed 
by Colonel Warren to investigate and inquire into the 
subject. I impute no blame to him as to what he did, 
but in point of fact, by reason of Tucker not attending 
in pursuance of the notice sent him, the court ot inquiry' 
could not sit till the 6th of October, and at that period 
he was under arrest upon the other charges by the Court 
Martial. It is admitted upon the record that he (Colonel 
Warren) had stated, he had requested tins gentleman. 
Captain Tucker, to atteqd this court of inquiry, but he had 
not attended. The couft of inquiry did not sit till the 6th 
of October, and the resfilt of the investigation was not satis¬ 
factory to Captain Tucker’s character Had he appeared, 
and explained his conduct, it would have been more satis- 
fiictory to Colonel Warren. Colonel Warren, therefore, as 
the laws of military proceedings permit and as is usual, had 
a duty to perform, vtz. that ot explaining the charges, and 
urging them in every way in which his own ingenuity, supTOrt- 
ed by facts, appeared to justify him, and be himself was a 
witness. Having stated these facts, you sliall now sec what 



6 


this defendant has ventured to publish. He stales it, as 
being to Captain Tucker’s credit, that the court after trying 
these matters acquitted him of some of these charges, and 
they also, in consideration of Captain Tucker's long services 
and of his family, recommended him to mercy. His Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent confirmed the sentence and he 
was dismissed the service, but in pursuance of the recom¬ 
mendation of the Court Martial, in a letter from the pre¬ 
sident of the Court to his Grace the Duke of \\ cllington, 
the Prince Recent was pleased to niitiguto the punishment 
by desiring that lie should be put upon half pay. 1 state 
this as I have nothing to conceal, and as Colonel Warren re¬ 
grets that the defendant, Scott, diil not put a justification 
upon the record that all the facts might have been more 
fully explained upon both sides and it is from my own 
want of powers, necessary in representing the feelings of 
others, if 1 do not exactly state all tliat his feelings would 
dictate. Sonic representation w'us made by Captain Tucker, 
or some of his friends, that Colonel Warren had been in¬ 
fluenced by other persons to have proceeded at all against 
Captain 'i'ucker ; and in allusion to this, when the sen¬ 
tence was confirmed by His Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent, His Royal Highness made some comments upon 
it. 1 have no right, even in justification of Colonel 
Warren, in regard to his conduct upon these proceed¬ 
ings, to state any observations as to this circumstance 
except for the purpose of explaining this libel. But you 
may be assured the Prince Regent, as well as those who 
advised him, wojuld be incapable of representing tlie con¬ 
duct of officers %>therwisc than as being consistent with 
what the conduct and character of officers should be, so long 
as His Royal Highness thinks it proper to retain them in 
the service ; to state something to detract from the honour 
and character of officers, and yet to retain them in the ser¬ 
vice is impossible. 1 only explain this much to shew the 
allusion made in this libel, and to shew the dextrous and ma¬ 
licious manner in which this defendant, Scott, has made 
use of that circumstance. There is no species of libel 
calculated more completely to attain the object in the view 
of a libeller than that which has actually some sort of 
colour in point of fact; if a person state it partially, and 
then make a comment or two carrying it a little further, it 
becomes the more and more injurious, as those who heard 
something of it will suppose that it is true to the extent he 
carries it, and will therefore conclude that it is justified; in 
consequence of thus adding something to head the calumny, 
or as it were a peg to hang the calumny on, it is rendered 
the more injurious. The allusions made to what had been 
stat^ by His Royal Highness as to that transaction, com¬ 
pose one of the evils of which Colonel Warren has most 



7 


to complain; for if any of you had had the whole pro¬ 
ceedings laid before you from beginning to end, Colo¬ 
nel Warren knows, and every one acquainted with him 
knows, that none could have come out purer than the 
gentleman whom I represent. The Court Martial took place 
at Versailles, on the 1st of November, 1815, and continued 
by adjournments to the 9tli of the same month; and you 
will hear now what was published by this Defendant in the 
month of May, 1816, and there liave been allusions since 
that time necessarily calling for some notice, but after 
reading the whole, you will then judge of the comments 
of this gentleman. The libel inserted in the Military 
Register of the 1st of May is to this effect—“ Lego, 
Military Report, Trial of Captain Tucker, 27th Foot.— 
There is a something wherever Lord Moira is concerned, 
that as regards ourselves still yields a glowing interest 
which nothing can surpass. The matter on which we 
have proposed to speak, relates to his Lordship’s regi¬ 
ment, and we do confess, that far as is from us any 
particular influence, we have from fond remembrance of 
its Colonel been much pained by the many accounts of 
extraordinary anomalies in the battalion of this corps 
commanded by Colonel Warren.’’ There is tlie intro¬ 
duction ; Colonel Warren commanding the 1st battalion of 
the regiment alluded to ; and here is this gentleman, the 
defendant, connecting him with transactions which he 
denominates extraordinary anomalies, meaning irregularities 
in that battalion commanded by Colonel Warren. What 
does Colonel Warren say to this ? He says, he has 
docuuKMits to pjovc that there was no coldlir for such repre¬ 
sentation, and that there is no foundation for this assertion ; 
but although this be my answer, I cannot call a witness 
to prove tiiat here, ns the defendant has admitted the 
publication to be a libel; he has not been able to show 
that there was any species of irregularity, or un-military 
or unbecoming conduct on the part of the colonel at 
all. And as this is the temper of Scott, the defendant, 
that he publishes what he knows not to be true, what 
right hart he then to libel Colonel Warren? We have 
no wish to throw out an insinuation or to suppose that 
Captain Tucker dictated.or published this libel, as we have 
no doubt that after it iras complained of, he would as a 
gentleman have come forward and have owned it. The 
nbef then goes on to state, *• wc have received on both 
sides this question a variety of particulars, notwithstanding 
which the following circumstances have struck us most 
particularly; if others should confront them, we shall be 
equally ready to pomt them out.” This then is an invi¬ 
tation thrown out to have a paper controversy, a 
perfect^ inconsistent with the conduct of a soldier, and 



discordai)! v/ith liis feelings and character in military 
matters. Then he says. “ Rancour is evinced in the 
violence of the prosecutor’s address to the Court, and in 
his rejoinder, though botli are composed with the acutest 
eloquence. Full of unsupported and extraordinary asser¬ 
tions, he often says ‘ 1 will clearly prove to the Court* 
when it is evident that not the smallest proof is afterwards 
produced.” He who gives the proceedings of a trial 
impartiull}', ought to give it at lengih ; but instead of this, 
we find that this defendant has selected merely those 

J jarticular passages or words which he thought most suitable 
or him to make his comments upon. Then with regard to 
Colonel Warren’s own evidence, the defendant s«iys “ The 
prosecutor’s own evidence with respect to his saying, he 
ordered Captain Tucker personally and repeatedly to 
attend the court of inquiry disprove it, the witnesses he 
brings forward, (Lieut. Col. Ncynoe and Brevet Major 
Thomas,) state that this court of inquiry sat in October 
(a month after Captain Tucker had been put under 
arrest!!) That it wa.s not inserted in regimental orders. 
It is thus shown that he could not personally and repeatedly^ 
have told the prisoner to attend this court of inquiry, for 
he could not have had communication w'ith him while 
under an arrest, particularly any of a personal nature. We 
have been asked is this perjury?’* No man can doubt, (as 
the defendant himself admits) that he did mean to charge 
the plaintiff with perjuiy, and that too falsely and maliciously, 
and no man who states liinisclf to be guilty of that is to be 
allowed to justify it now. It would have been better 
for him to have ^iven the whole of the proceedings, and 
to have left the world to judge of them ; instead of this, 
however, he goes on with his comments, and states this, 
“ The anxiety of the witnesses of the prosecutor to bring 
forward any thing to criminate Captain Tucker is very 
remarkable; particularly Mr. West, the surgeon, and Mr. 
Crow, the paymaster, who (uncalled for) thrust his private 
letters forward into the hands of the court ! That Mr. 

West-** I wonder bow Mr. Scott knew all this, as he 

was not in the court, and the minutes of the Court Martial 
could not have given him any such information as to justify 
these observations. ** That Mr. West gave him the certifi¬ 
cate of his wounds, for leave of absence, is clearly proved 
by the evidence of Lieutenant Joseph Smith, as well as 
by the prosecutor’s own evidence; for he acknowledges to 
have forwarded it for leave of absence, with a strong recom¬ 
mendation, although he in his address, asserts that the pri- 
sonm- ^ made a false use of the certificate. How extraordi¬ 
nary in the first, how contradictory in the last person.** 
I have to regret that I cannot, (and perhaps it would not be 
proper) to go into an e^tplmtion of tbis mauor; in order to 
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f.liew the extremely ingenious manner in which this is put 
Together. The defendant by his conduct, however, has ad¬ 
mitted it to be false and malicious, but 1 should have been 
anxious to shew the manner in which it has been done. 
To say that Mr. West gave him a certificate of bad health, 
but not for leave of absence, makes the one guilty of 
perjury, and another guilty of improper motives. It then 
goes on thus, “ it was proved that there were (when 
the Court Martial was proceeding) two officers in the 
regiment, in possession of horses they had procured at 
W aterloo, and retained with the knowledge of the prosecutor.'' 
This is false, this is absolutely false. You see, Gentlemen, the 
imputation is, that Colonel Warren had selected this gentle¬ 
man for prosecution, and had charged him with this offence, 
when he knew that two officers in the regiment had been guilty 
of the same thing. Can you conceive any thing more inju¬ 
rious and maliciously false, than to suppose tliat Colonel 
Warren had passed these two officers over, and had only 
charged this one with the offence imputed to him? If he 
were capable of doing so from rancourous and malicious mo¬ 
tives, he would certainly have deserved to have been dis¬ 
missed from the army. The Prince [legent or those who 
advise him, would not have allowed an officer who had so 
acted lo have remained a single day longer in the regiment. 
I have told you, that the Commanding Officer of the battalion 
engaged in the battle of Waterloo, was not Colonel Warren ; 
in the former part of the libel, he speaks of Colonel Warren 
as being of that battalion, and then he goes on to say, ** the 
Commanding Officer of the battalion in action it seems, got a 
horse belonging to rbe lOtii Dragoons, and retained it in Ills 
posse.osion until this Court Martial took place, when (being 
alarmed) he sent it back to that regiment.” That, toOf 
is admitted to be false by this record, but by previously 
stating w'ho was the Commanding Officer of the battalion 
alluded to, every one would suppose that it was Colonel 
Warren, and that he had got a horse belonging to the 10th 
Dragoons, and had retained it in his possession until this 
Court Martial took place, when he became alarmed lest any 
individual would charge him with the offence, and therefore 
he sent it back to the regiment. The defendant does not 
say, what Commanding Officer he means, but insinuates 
that he means Colonel Warren. He next states, ” it was 
proved that the second horse (the subject of the third 
charge) which the prosecutor it seems iUegallu took from the 
prisoner, was his own private propertytliis is an utter 
ndsehood. Then again he says, ** the evidence of Lieu¬ 
tenant Miller respecting Captain Holmes’s baggage, is 
most extraordinari^ counteracted by that of Lieutenant J. 
Smith and Bnsign Smith—* I sannoi say* * I do not rt- 
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collect^* were frequent answers to the prisoner, from the 

{ irosecutor’s witnesses. Their memories it was observed, 
lowever, never fail them in answer to the prosecutor’s ques¬ 
tions. On the 7th of September, Captain Tucker dined with 
the prosecutor, was his dear friend and associate; he in pos¬ 
session (us he confessed to the courtJ of the circumstances 
which he since inagniiied into crimes; on the 11th following, 
revenge seems to liuve been inspired, by his having given his 
letter to Sir M. Power.” I appeal to you, as gentlemen 
endowed with manly feelings, if any one of you could quietly 
sit down with such a charge thrown out against you, as to 
have it said, that the man you prosecuted was your friend 
and associate, one whom you treated at your table at the 
very time you knew every one of the charges, which you 
afterwards bring against him, but you do not proceed in the 
prosecution of them, till he gave you offence, and then you 
are actuated by revenge. Can any man sit down with such 
an imputation upon him, the more especially when the 
publication of the proceedings if given fully, would have 
given the lie to such a base allegation ? Then he says, 
“ does there not, we have been asked, most clearly appear 
throughout a combination against him ? The sentence of the 
Court seems harsh as the crime at most is considered but 
as a venial one; half Lord Wellington’s army may be tried 
for the same thing.’* For what could they be tried ? See 
what he imputes to the whole of the British army engaged 
in that battle, and that too, merely for the sake of justifying 
Captain Tucker himself, us to tlie subject of that charge so 
imputed to him; that half of Lord Wellington’s army would 
take a horse kqlonging to another and each keep it as his 
own, and in order to effiact that purpose, that they would 
even deface the mark upon it that it nsight not be known or 
discovered to whom it originally belonged. Tills is the con¬ 
duct of one who takes upon himself to sit in judgment on tL 

g entleman of high military rank; he says, “ the sentence of 
le Court seems harsh, as the criiae at most is considered 
hut BS a venial one; half Lord Wellington’s army may be tried 
fgr the same thing. It was greatly to his honour, however^ 
th^ the strongest letter that could be penned in his favour, 
is understood to have been written by Sir Henry Clinton to 
the Duke of Wellington, and by his Grace sent home.” 
What that letter is which is here alluded to, I cannot say; 
he has perhaps some private knowledge which Colonel War¬ 
ren has not. Then he says, this has naturally been deemed 
a ^rect panegyric bestowed on Captain Tucker by the 
Prince Regent, for not (in ^act), flying in the face of the 
pukp of Yprk, as the prosecutor and the oncers did, by hold- 
ii^ k meetmg, whereby the result a direct uuiiSagcani 

leiistknce to Ihe Duke of York’s commands i Does not'this 
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savour of mutiny? Many have been dismissed the service 
for a much less offence !*’ What docs this mean ? It must 
allude to something which happened, in which the officers 
took a part with the prosecutor in the Court of inquiry which 
was hold, and to which Captain Tucker formerly made aU 
lusions, and perhaps Mr. Scott knew more about that matter 
than any other, when he alludes to a panegyric having been 
made by the Prince Regent upon Captain Tucker ; but this 
I'say, that nothing can be more atrocious than that when the 
highest authority chooses to make allusions to circumstances 
which had been mentioned by others, to bring that forward 
as a charge against any person or persons, without giving such 
individuals an opportunity to shew that they were unaffected or 
unconnected with such an imputation as he throws out, viz. 
that Colonel Warren and several officers in the regiment had 
at a meeting resisted the Duke of York’s commands, and 
that such conduct savoured of mutiny, and that they might 
therefore (us many others liave been,) be dismissed the ser¬ 
vice for a much less offence. Is not this a gross, malicious* 
and scandalous charge, to say that those who had been 
guilty of a less offence than that falsely ulledged against Co¬ 
lonel Warren had been dismissed the service ? If any of the 
officers were capable of doing that which is imputed to th3m, 
they ought to be put upon a Court Martial, nor will they 
deserve to remain in the service, nor will Colonel Warren 
deserve to remain, if you even now give any colour or cre¬ 
dence to this imputation. How can a man sit quietly under 
such a charge as that of being guilty of mutiny to aii extent 
beyond that for which many have been dismissed the ser¬ 
vice ? Can such an imputation be tolerated^ by officers in 
the army, and men of high station, to whofc character fair 
fatne and reputation are as important as any thing which may 
be deemed by others as a much more solid comfort in life ? 
He next goes on to state, it appears on the face of the 
proceedings (although the sentence censures Captain Tucker 
Ibr not having given a satisfactory account of the baggage 
of Captain I^lmes,) that every satisfactory account was 
Idid before the Court, such ns the inventory, &c. and sworn 
to by evidence as being correct. Should not the Court have 
noticed this ?” Colonel Warren is obliged to this man for 
joining his name with such honourable men as those alluded 
to. He then st^s,—** For as it stands, it might appear to 
those who have not read the proceedings, as if Captain 
Tiicker had not given, even before the Court, a satisfactorj|r 
account of Captain Holmes’s baggage. It does seena to 
have been clearly proved, that in bringing forward this pfo- 
secti^on against Captain Tucker, the public ser^ce was not 
th^ uaramount objoct of the prosecutor. Is it, ^ereibre, 
(aay m Mesdsy to be pearmittea, that hii chaiUcter ii to be 
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defamed and blasted, even for a moment, on accusations so 
abominable, as they were afterwards proved to bo so 
false This is a serious matter: let me suppose, that it' 
any one of you were bound to prosecute a person for a civil 
offence, and that he were discharged,—whaf satisfaction 
would you require, if you were to be held up thus to 
public scorn and reprobation, and to have it imputed to 
you that you had brought forward accusations which were 
not only abominable, but false ? And what would you thinl:, 
if you should find yourselves so defamed in the public esti¬ 
mation, by its being published in the public newspapers that 
your conduct in that prosecution was founded upon rancour 
and revenge, in bringing forward charges which were mali¬ 
cious and false ? It does not follow that the charge was false, 
because a person accused may be acquitted; the word false, 
as here used, means that the person brought tlie accusations 
forward, knowing them to be false at the time of bringing 
them before the Court; if not, what right has this person, 
the defendant, to say, that the accusations were abominable 
or false, lie proceeds to state—Is it to be permitted, iu 
respect to one of long and arduous duties of near twenty 
years, actively passed in the four quarters of the globe in 
the service, flwrf vohohkd in the Jield of Waterloo! (mean¬ 
ing Captain Tucker,) that his character should be at the 
mercy of malice and revenge ? Is it t<» be permitted to any 
man, in short, with impunity to sport with a character that 
is admitted to have been irreproachable, is proved to be by 
the very respectable testimonials laid before the Court Mar¬ 
tial, and by Colonel Thompson’s truly Homan friendship ? 
Does such a cruel and unwarrantable proceeding deserve no 
punishment? *!9etting aside other matters attending this ex¬ 
traordinary prosecution, wc learn from France, that the 
prosecutor solicited the reprimand to be withdrawn, with 
regard to as much as affected himself, but in vain ; * there 
appearing no reason for withdrawing it.’ ” ITiese last words 
are here put between inverted commas, as if they formed a 
quotation* A quotation from what ? Colonel Warren is 
wholly unconscious either of composing, reading, or publish¬ 
ing any thing in which such words were contained; he knows 
not of having done any thing that can subject him to any re¬ 
primand whatever, 'fhen this libel concludes with stating 
this,—“ and also that Captain Tucker is restored to full pay 
of regiment.” It is true that his Royal Highness was 
pleased to do so, but this is not published till after that 
took place. I won’t detain you wi^ a commentary upon 
any thing farther. You are already in possession of the na¬ 
ture of the charge; it is this—that a military man of high 
rank has been under the necessity of bringing a prosecution 
against an officer in command under him, upon charges 



upon which he has been partly convicted and partly ac¬ 
quitted, dismissed the service, and afterwards reinstated; 
and that prosecutor is after the lapse of some time charged 
with peijury in his evidence, and also said by this libeller to 
have been actuated by private revenge, malice, and breach 
of friendship ; that he tolerated the same offences in other 
men, while he gratified his resentment by prosecuting this 
individual. All this appears to be stated in this publica¬ 
tion of the defendant, which he calls his Military Register; 
then I ask you, whether Colonel Warren ought to submit to 
it as a military man ? Nay, 1 ask you, can any man bear it i 
Colonel Warren might have proceeded against this de¬ 
fendant Scott in a different manner, by asking the Court of 
King’s bench for a criminal information, or might have 
indicted this person to have answered with his liberty for the 
offence he has so committed. Colonel Warren, however, as 
you find, took another mode, much more lenient to this 
defendant, by bringing a civil action, by which he allowed 
him to justify his allegations; this was saying to him I'll 
stand or fall in my character, or reputation, by the result of 
that proceeding; I therefore dare you to do it.” No, the 
defendant did not dare to do it, but shrunk from it. 
Allow me, Gentlemen, to say, upon this occasion, that 
Colonel Warren is a man whose character, fortune, and 
gentlemanly feelings, put him far above any mercenary 
motives or expectations in such a case as this; the only 
anxiety he has is that the world in general, and his 
country in particular, should find, that upon such a 
rancorous, malicious, and false publication as this, he had 
not shrunk from inquiry and investigatiop, but was ready 
to meet it in every form, as the best fheans of effectually 
clearing himself from such foul imputations as have been 
thrown out against him in this libel: in the result the world 
and his country have already found, that the defendant who 
has thus libelled has not dared to meet him, but has allowed 
judgment to go by default, thereby admitting the malice 
and falsity of his accusations. Then when you iind that 
such accusations were not true, or that they were not 
founded on fact, see what injury it does his character; a 
soldier is more tenacious of standing high in point of 
character and honour, than perhaps any other man. There 
are certain feelings belonging to a soldier which may be 
said to form peculiarly a strong feature in the military 
profession; the man who fights the battles of his country 
has most frequeutly only his glory, great eminence, and 
renown for valour, and high estimation in the world for his 
fair character to depend upon, more than his fortune; for 
how few are there who can say at an advanced period of 
life, that he has earned any thing but fame ! Shall we then 
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allow that fame which they deem their greatest reward for 
the services they have bestowed in their country's cause, to 
be impaired or abstracted from them, by a malicious and 
scandalous libeller? Can you suffer, in regard to one, who 
enables you perhaps to sit with safety and security in this 
place, that all the reward he has hitherto earned shall be 
frittered .away by a base and scandalous publication, which 
says, that notwithstanding the military glory and fame you 
have acquired, .and which is your chief property, you are a 
slanderous, rancorous, and revengeful accuser, one who has 
been guilty of mutiny, and for Jess than which many have 
been dismissed the service. What is this honourable person 
to receive from bis country for what he has already done in 
its service, if this offence be not to be punished, if you 
allow his character and fair fame to be thus impeached and 
attacked by such a publication, or if you entertain a doubt 
that every part of this publication is as false and grievous 
as he himself feels it to day ? W'ith respect to the object of 
putting inoneyjinto his pocket, I can safely state that it is the 
last motive he has in this proceeding. The fact is, he would 
have been better contented that the defendant had put in 
a justification upon record, that he might grapple with it, 
and shew his country that his fame and reputation were 
more dear to him, and more the object of his ambition to 
maintain unsullied, than merely the seeking for damages 
at your hands. What is it which he has been serving his 
country for, if it have not been for that reward ? That glory 
cannot be shaken, and I trust you will enable him to 
maintain, that high character which he has hitherto sup- 

S orted, to descend to his posterity, earned os it has been by 
b own means, and that it may so descend, as pure as he 
himself has earned it. The defendant has made no justih- 
cation, and therefore he has admitted thb publication as 
being a libel, containing a false charge, and it is therefore 
left to you, to say what amount of damages you think proper 
to award against him, as a retribution to be mode to a man, 
who has so long served his countr^jr, in whose estimation this 
attempt has been made to vilify him. As to the other libel, 
which was published in the Military Register of the week 
following, and which is also on record, I will not trouble 
you; but with these observations, will leave the matter 
m your hancGs. 

Mr. CiMinffridge, (joint Secondary).—Is there any per¬ 
son here on the part of the defendant ? 

Mr. Robert Scott .—I am Mr. Scott, the defendant. 

Mr. Collingridge.—l^y suffering the judgment to jga by 
default, you have admitted ail that is stated upon tl^ re¬ 
cord^ that this libel b false and malicious. 

Mr. SciM tlien addressed the Jury in hb own bdh&lf, by 
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reading a very long written statement, in which he alledg^d 
that this inquisition had come upon him at a moment when 
he was unprepared, and when he was deprived of the evi¬ 
dence of his Grace the Duke of Wellington, Sir Henry 
Clinton, and Sir Lowry Cole, merely because it suited the 
convenience of Counsel. 

Mr. CoUingridge (interposing).—You could not have had 
any witnesses to prove an}' fact upon this occasion; you 
should have appeared at the trial. 

Mr. Scott submitted, that if Colonel Warren were not that 
high character which had been stated by his Counsel, he 
(the defendant) ought not to be subjected to such a high 
punishment as might othenvise bo indicted. CThe defend¬ 
ant t1u*u entered into a long statement as to the conduct of 
Colonel Warren, with a view to justify his own aspersions 
upon the pluintid’s character and motives in his proceed¬ 
ings.] He observed, that the Learned Counsel had insi¬ 
nuated tliat he (the defendant) had been merely in the ca¬ 
pacity of a Serjeant in the Tower Hamlets. 

Mr. Collingridge .was not so stated, nor so inferred. 

The Defendant then proceeded with his statement, in 
which he traced the progress of the plaintiff and his military 
career in various parts of the world, and still continued to 
throw out further insinuations of misconduct, but he read 
his detail so quickly that it was impossible to follow him with 
any accuracy* 

Mr. Scarlett (addressing the defendant.)—Do you mean 
to prove these as facts i 

Mr. Scott .—I am placed in a very peculiar situation. 

Mr. CoUif^pridge ,—Every one knows his own affairs best, 
but it does seem to me that you have all along been doiiy^ 
yourself an injury instead of a benefit in reading this paper, 
which is only adding libel to libel. 

Mr. Scott .—1 only address this to the Jury in mitigation—~ 
(•tUl persisting in the reading of his statement, with which 
he was permitted to continue.) 

Mr. Scarlett ,—I really think it is time to interpose. If 
any gentleman at the bar had stated this matter upon ^uch an 
occasion, I should have interrupted him long ago. The de¬ 
fendant is about to state a document, which he has no right 
to put in nor to justify in this cause. Had he thought pro¬ 
per .to have justified the libel, he might have had a right to 
do fio, but 1 think he ought not, under existing circum¬ 
stances, to state that whiqh by law he cannot prove. 

Mr. CoUingri^e.-^l thougnt so long ago. 

Mr. Scarlett (to the defendant.)—I do not prejudice you; 
the course is not upon these occasions to state things which 
one cuinpt prove.. 

The ^fendant was proceeding to state, as a mitigatioiHof 

Wirrs"« TVMicXifSriV 

Acob. 
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his oftence, that the Sovereign himself (meaning the Prince 
HegcnDhad promulgated things more severe than he (the 
defendant) had done. 

Mr. CcUingridge. —That is not what you are charged with; 
my opinion is, that you are not at liberty to prove that in 
this case, and therefore you have not a right to state it. If 
you intended to have done so, you should have pleaded to 
this libel, and not have admitted it. You have already ad¬ 
mitted that the libel is false and malicious, and yet you are 
now going to alJedge that it is neither false nor malicious. 

INIr. Srofl added, that that was not his intention, but merely 
to shew that that wliich was promulgated amongst all the 
soldiers in the army, could not have been published by him 
with malice. 

Mr. CoUingridgc —-1 am of opinion that it is not produce- 
able in evidence in this stage of the proceedings. 

Mr. Scott, —In fact, in such a case as that I have no power 
of mitigating the offence. 

Mr. Colfingridgc, —You had the power of putting in anj- 
plea you pleased upon record, and you could then have gone 
into the question of malice. 

Mr. Scott observed, that tlicn he should have stated all 
this. 

Mr. CoUingridge. —1 don't know that you would have been 
allowed to do so. 

Mr. Scarlett. —You have no right even to state now any 
of those things, although they were facts. 

Mr. Coilh/gridge.— If I be wrong in any opinion I have 
formed, the Court will set me right. Perhaps if 1 had done 
my duty, I shoul&*^have stopped you long ago, as you have 
been going into a great length upon matters which you had 
no right to touch upon ; but 1 am always disposed to be in¬ 
dulgent to a person in your situation, who has not Counsel to 
guide him. 

Mr. Scott. —In my present situation I am prevented from 
doing justice to the feelings of Colonel Warren. 

Mr, Scarlett. You are going to do him a kindness, are 
you ? 

Mr. Scott. —Yes,—^if 1 were allowed to state the promulga¬ 
tions of the Sovereign. 

Mr. Scarlett. —The defendant is pleased now to state in¬ 
geniously his own interpretation of it, but as he has no right 
to state the document itself, still less has he a right to state 
his opinion of it. 

Juror (to the defendant.) You are doing your cause no 
good ; you are aggravating the offence. 

Mr. Scott _^1 feel that as to every part of the subject I 

give up, 1 am sacrificing the liberty and rights of the sub- 
jec.t. I am sorry to bear you state so. Colonel Warren 
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has laid his damages at 4000^. and because I have allowed 
judgment to go by default is that to go against me ? 

Mr CoUingridge .—'fhe Jury are to judge of the damages; 
you should have pleaded. 

Mr. Scott .—I always understood, that it was favourable 
to me, by allowing judgment to go by default. 

Mr. Scarlett —I have no doubt that you took good advice 
when yi u allowed judgment to go by default. 

Mr. Scott — It was an act of my own» without any advice^ 
as in many other cases. 1 am not dishonouring myself^ 
nor the country, by stating what remains to me. In fact, I 
don’t see, if 1 be precluded from stating that Colonel 
Warren’s character was such as it was, that 1 can say more 
than humbly submit myself to the Court, as it is to no 
purpose to call evidence I shall, therefore, merely 
submit to what appears to be the opinion of the Jury; I 
shall only humbly state to their consideration, that 1 am 
not in the situation which sometimes happens as to some 
journalists who are supported by other individuals. What¬ 
ever was the intention, I was unsupported in it; 1 have no 
one in the back ground ; I hope that will remain upon the 
minds of the Jury. 

Mr. Collingridge .—Gentlemen of the Jury; This is an 
action brought by the plaintiff Colonel Warren, who appears 
to be a lieutenant colonel of one of His Majesty’s regiments 
of foot, against the defendant Robert Scott, who is editor 
and publisher of the Military Register, for a libel published 
upon the 1st of May, 1816. The record begins by setting 
out certain proceedings of a Court Martial held at Versailles, 
in November, 1815, as to some charges b)‘ought against a 
Captain Tucker of the same regiment, the 27th regiment of 
foot; it states what the charges were, and the sentence or 
finding of the court Upon some of these charges the 
accused was acquitted, and then it states that the defendant 
falsely and maliciously published, upon the 1st of May, 
1816, the libel which you have heard from the learned 
counsel, and also a variety of observations arising out of this 
libel on the part of the plaintiff. The plaintiff has called no 
witnesses to prove the facts of this case as stated upon the 
record, as it was unnecessary to do so; the defendant 
having admitted judgment to go by default, thereby admits 
all the statements upon the record, and amongst other 
statements, that this libel which has been set forth is a false 
and malicious libel. Under these circumstances the plaintiff 
calls upon you for such a recompence in damages, as will 
enable him to sustain that high character and reputation in 
life which he has hitherto borne. The defendant appears 
here in person before you, and has read a long paper by 
way of defence and justification of his conduct; whether 

■Tk . 



18 


Ike have acted Judiciouily or not in doing so, I win not take 
upon myself to say, but he states ansongst odier things 
that Colonel Warren has not sustained any damage by this 
libel. Whether that be so or not it is for you to Say ; but 
it appears to me that a person accused of maliee, revenge, 
and even the crime of committing perjury, niu t n that 
character and station in life in which he has hithiTto i;.oved, 
have sustained considerable damage, if not in his pocket, at 
least in bis feelings and in his mind The defendant goes 
on to say, that Colonel Warren was long considered before 
this as a military oppressor, and states circumstances to 
show it; whether he (the defendant) do justice to bis own 
cause or not, or acts judiciously without feeling compunction 
for bis former conduct, is for himself to determine, but these 
are the circumstances that come before 3 'ou. It is for you 
to say what damages, under these drcumstances, the plaintiff 
has sustained, and in taking these into consideration you are 
to consider what will be a fair and fit sum to be given to the 
plaintiff in order to enable him to support that character 
which he has hitherto sustained, and as appears does still 
sustain in life. Gentlemen, you’ll please consider what 
damages ought to be given under all the circumstances of 
the case. 


Verdict tor the Plaintiff— Damages .£500. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

OF A 

GENERAL COURT MARTIAL, 


Held hy virtue of a Warrant from Field Marshal His Grace 
the Duke of Wellington^ K» G. and G, C, B, Comman(&^ 
his Majesty's Forces in France^ S^c. 


Versailles, 1st November, 1815. 

President.— Lieut. Gen. Sir Henrt Clinton, G. C. B. 

Members, 

Lieut. Col. Carey, 52d R. Lieut. Col. Roberts, Sd Buffs 
Jones, 71st Major Campbell, 36'th 
Captains Marlay, 3d Bu& Captains Piuoeon, 71st 
Baillie, 38th Sheddon, 52d 

Blakeney, 36th Yovng, 52d 

Lieuts. Cochrane, 2 d 95th Lieuts. Moody, 36th 

Baldwin, 71st Walsh, 3d Buffs 

Deputy Judge Advocate.— Bt. Major Sam. Reed, 7Irt. 

The President and Members, as well as thd Deputy Judge 
Advocate, being duly sworn, 

The Court proceeded to the trial of Captain Johw 
Tucker, 27th Regiment, on the following Charges, vix. 

First Charge For highly insubordinate and disrespectful 
conduct, in writing a certain letter purporting to bear date 
on the 19th September, 1815, and addressed to Lieut. Gen. 
Sir Lowry Cole, wherein certain motives and conduct are 
iinputed to the officers of tlie 1st battalion, 27th regiment, 
deeply implicating their character as a corps and as indi¬ 
viduals, and wherein the conduct of Col Warren, cona- 
manding tlie 1st battalion 27th regiment, is complained of, 
and in several instances is falsely represented, thereby 
attempting to averse the character of his Commanding 
officer and the omcers of the battalion. 

Second Charge. For scandalous and infamous conduct, 
unbecoming the character of an officer and a gentleman, in 
fbrciUy taking uid converting to his own use, on or about 
the I'sth June last« at or near Watetdoo, and afterwands 
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keepiitt in hig possession at Bruxelles, contrary to the orders 
of field Marshal His Grace the Duke of Wellington, a 
certain bay mare, belonging to some British regiment of 
dragoons, or regiment, or officer, or soldier in British pay, 
and in eftacing or attempting to efface, or causing, or con¬ 
niving at the attempt to efface the regimental murk on the 
left flank or side of the said mare, and in advertising the 
said mare for sale in a public paper, published at i’aris, 
intitled Galignani’s Messenger, and in detaining the said 
mare in his possession until ordered by his commanding 
officer to give her up, on 17th September, 1815. 

Third Charge. For scandaloux and infamous conduct, 
unbecoming an officer and a gentleman, in forcibly tiiking 
and converting to his own use, on or about the l8th June 
last, at or near Waterloo, and afterwards keeping in his 
possession at Bruxelles, contrary to the general orders of 
Field Marshal His Grace the Duke of Wellington, a 
certain grey mare, supposed to belong to some Bi itish officer, 
or soldier, or officer, or soldier of the allied troops, and in 
effacing, or causing, or permitting to be effaced a certain 
mark on the left flank or side, with the intention to prevent 
the said mare from being recognised and identified, and in 
selling the said marc to Lieutenant Duhigg of the 27th 
regiment, for a curtain sum of money amounting in value 
to 200 francs French currency. 

Fourth L harge. For scandalous and infamous conduct, 
unbecoming the character of an officer and a gentleman, in 
secretly breaking open, or causing or permitting to be 
broken open, on or about the 24th da}* of June last, or some 
day previous to the 10th day of July, without proper wit¬ 
nesses, at his lodgings in Bruxelles, the portmanteau, trunk 
and canteen, and other baggage of the late Captain George 
Holmes of the 27th regiment killed in the action of tlie 
18th June at Waterloo, and taking thereout, and disposing 
of, or appropriating their contents, consisting of wearing 
^parel, money, and other valuable effects, and rendering no 
satisfactory account thereof. 

Fivih Charge. For scandalous ahd infamous conduct, 
unbecoming the character of an officer and a gentleman, 
in burning, destroying, or mutilating, or causing, or per¬ 
mitting to be burned, destroyed, or mutilated, on or about 
the 24th day of June last, or some day previous to the 10th 
day of July, at his lodgings in Bruxelles, various letters and 
papers contained in the baggage of the said Captain George 
Holmes, thereby destroying the materials which were and 
are indispensabiy necessary to enable the Court of Enquiry 
appointed to assist the Major of the regiment, to ascertain 
and determine the state of the regimental and private 
accounts of the said Captain George Holmes. 
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To wkich charges the prisoner. Captain John Tucker^ 1st 
battalion, 27th regiment, pleads Not Guilty. 

The Prosecutor, Colonel Warren, 27th regiment, ad¬ 
dressed the Court as follows : 

ADDRESS OF THE PROSECUTOR. 

From the nature of the charges which are now before the 
court, it will be readily conceived with what reluctance 
1 must have undertaken this prosecution, and that if I might 
have allowed myself to be actuated by my feelings as an 
individual, 1 should have declined the office of Prosecutor, a 
duty at all times disagreeable, and, under the peculiar cir¬ 
cumstances of the present case, more than usually unpleasant 
and revolting.—But placed as 1 am, in a situation where I 
am responsible for the conduct of the persons under my 
command, when the facts, upon which the present accusa¬ 
tion is founded, were forced upon my notice, it was no longer 
with me a matter of discretion or feeling - my duty was im¬ 
perative. It would have been in me a criminal negligence, 
or worse ; it would have been a dereliction of my duty as 
an officer, and an injustice to the prisoner himself, to know 
that suspicions of a nature so disgraceful and so criminal 
attached to him, and not to have investigated the foundation 
on which they rested. 

But after entering upon this enquiry, had I, from delicacy 
or consideration towards the prisoner, hesitated what course 
to pursue, the conduct he thought proper on this occasion to 
adopt, left me no alternative. 

In the letter referred to in the first chargc^iie himself puts 
the question at once to issue; he appeals to the General of 
Division ; he appears to invite and brave investigation ; he 
complains of injuries where he claims approbation; and 
offers to lay his complaints and merits before His Grace the 
Duke of Wellington. 

Under whatever impulse he composed that letter— 
whether, as he therein states, in the acute anguish of 
sorrow, agitation of mind, and distressed feelings,’* or 
whether, in the intemperance of his resentment on being 
ordered to his duty, and obliged to resign what with so much 
pains and with so much risk he had endeavoured to secure 
to himself, whether he hoped to evade enquiry by appearing 
to invite it, or merely to gain credit for unconsciousness of 
error by the dissembled candour of his statement,—by what¬ 
ever feelings or motives he might have been actuated in 
writing that letter, when he sent it to me with a jperemptory 
injunction to forward it instantly to the General of Division, 
he threw down the gauntlet of defiance. Till that moment 
1 had taken no steps regarding him, but such as 1 was bound 
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to do as Commanding officer. I had passed unnoticed the 
irregularity of his previous complaint to Major General Sir 
M. Power. The measures I took, and the orders 1 gave, 
were only in obedience to the regulations of the service, and 
the General Orders of this army. But he appeals from my 
authority ; he tells the General ** he flies to him for protec¬ 
tion and justice.” That it may be seen what protection or 
justice has been denied him—that the justice he invocates 
may be fully awarded to him, I have instituted this prosecu* 
tion;—he must now abide the event of bis appeal. 

It niny be necessary to premise, that the onences referred 
to in the two.last charges being of so distinct a nature, and 
so unconnected with the rest in every respect but the time 
and place of their commission, I shall not, for the present, 
advert to them. But as the letter referred to in the first 
charge touches U(>on the subject of the two next articles of 
accusation, and they will be thus at the same time brought 
together under the notice of the Court, 1 shall naturally be 
led, in pointing out the calumnies and misrepresentations of 
that letter, to demonstrate by what evidence that statement 
will be falsified, and by what proof the three first charges 
will be supported. 

To sustain the allegation of the first charge, it would be 
scarcely necessary to do more than simply to lay that letter 
on the table of the Court. The calumnious and libellous ten¬ 
dency of that paper is so palpable, that it is impossible to 
mistake the intention of the writer. He tells the General 
** that be is put in a state of Coventry by the officers of the 
first battalion, 27th, in consequence of a letter he had ad¬ 
dressed to Maj(lrr General Sir M. Power, who, upon the re¬ 
ceipt, had taken the proper steps accordingly; that he is 
treated by the officers as a person devoid of the principles of 
an officer and a gentleman—and for what i for performing 
his duty to His Majesty’s service, in preventing an officer 
from joining his regiment in consequence of his disgraceful 
conduct, a conduct which completely involved his character 
as an oflScer and a gentleman, and who notwithstanding was 
received in the first battalion.” 

The libel here is not to be made out by inference or im¬ 
plication; no ingenuity is required to detect it; the accusation 
M as direct as it is false, and its effirontery is equalled only by 
its nudignant absurdity. In distinct unequivocal terms the 
oncers of the fir^ battalion are accused of having sullied' 
theithoiiour by associating with an improper character, and 
of having treated the prisoner with the most marked injustice, 
for the performance of his duty in resisting the contamina¬ 
tion. I 

Can it for a moment be credited, that a body of honourable 
mea woidd persist in reoerviog into tbdr society a man. 
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known by them to have so ihamefullv diggraced himielf ad 
an officer and a gentleman, ag stated in this letter, and that 
they should thus persecute the inflexible monitor, who, fai^- 
ful to his duty, warned them of the infamy they would incur 
by such a proceeding. Whatl protect and court the society 
ot a man notoriously bankrupt in character and honour, and 
avoid the person who “ for eighteen years,as he says, 
had ever upheld the character of an officer and a gentle¬ 
man,** and treat him with injustice and contumely, because 
he persisted in his duty, and would have prevented them 
from violating their own! If it could be imagined that any 
body of men could acree voluntarily to submit to such wilfiil 
self-degradation, and, without reason, combine to act with 
such wanton injustice, their conduct would be almost as cul¬ 
pable, and the motives that prompted it, as reprehensible as 
His, who, without foundation, has thus presumed to prefer 
such a charge against them. 

But what is, in truth, the real state of this case—and what 
has been the conduct of the prisoner on this occasion i With¬ 
out implicating ihe officer referred to, or entering into the 

Q uestion of his alleged offences, I shall be able to shew how 
ir the prisoner’s boast of having performed his duty, in this 
instance, is supported by facts. 

It is about two months since that the officer in question 
called on me to report himself on his arrival from England. 
He stated, that seven or eight months before, while in the 
island of Bermuda, he had been induced, under certain cir¬ 
cumstances, to tender his resignation; tliat as no official notice 
had been taken of tliat tender, and the particular circum* 
stance that induced him to make it, no longer existed, and 
his Leave of Absence was expired, he had come, as was his 
duty, to rejoin his regiment. 

Before taking any decisive steps respecting him, I con¬ 
ceived it necessary to make all the enquiries 1 could of tliose 
officers, who were present at Bermuda at the time of his 
resignation; and in the course of this enquiry I ascertained, 
that, for several days after the arrival of Captain Tucker at 
Bermuda, he was frequently seen walking in a familiar and 
friendly manner with the officer in question; and that the 
transport he was on board of^ having struck upon the rocks 
roing into Bermuda, the prisoner (who went immediately on 
shore) left his wife and enUd in charge of this very officer* 
whom he afterwards uses all his endeavours to turn out 
the service, for improprieties of conduct alleged to have 
token place, prior to his arrival at Bermuda I It was fiot ia- 
de^ tal long after Captain Tuckeris arrivd at the rMtnieet* 
and refusal of all expianaitioin on the ^bj^, ftiat I iecaine 
aceuamted whih all taese ctrourastauces. 
n appeared* therefore* that there oiHild be btile ground 
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for the piisonet to prefer charges which his own conduct^ 
subsequent to the imputed offence, so directly tended to in¬ 
validate and disprove. Nor was it understood that it was on 
account of the charges to be preferred by Captain Tucker, 
that the officer gave in his resignation. Still it ^peered ne¬ 
cessary to myself and to several of the senior omcers of the 
regiment, whom I consulted on the occasion, that some ex¬ 
planation on the subject should be obtained from Captain 
'J ucker, before the ofEicer in question should be allowed to 
resume his duty. 

As soon, therefore, as Captain Tucker arrived from Brus¬ 
sels, I applied, to him on the subject; and was not a little 
surprized to find that he insisted upon the tendered resigna¬ 
tion of the officer being considered final: at the same time 
that he constantly, and with the most persevering obstinacy, 
refused to give any official explanation of the circumstances, 
that might render such a measure necessary or advisable. 

What then was to be done ?—Were the fate and character 
pf an officer of long service to be left entirely to the mercy 
of Captain Tucker ? Was 1 to be compelled to abet and exe¬ 
cute his despotic mandate ? The best mode that suggested 
itself of investigating and determining the business 1 
adopted. , At the request of some of the senior officers, 1 
ordered a meeting of the officers of the regiment, at which 1 
requested Captain Tucker to attend, that lie might state the 
nature and grounds of his accusation. 

The officers met, but Captain Tucker declined attendance; 
refusing, even to the last, the slightest explanation to the 
Corps. No one present had any objection on their part, or of 
their own knoflr^edge, except the admitted circumstance of 
resignation, to prefer against the officer in question. Under 
such circumstances, when eve^ facility was offered to the 
accuser, and the accused professed himself ready to abide 
die event of an investigation, could 1 without injustice, (ad¬ 
mitting that 1 had the power of denial) refuse to allow him 
to rejoin his regiment, merely because he had seven or eight 
months before tendered a resignation, tohicA had not been 
aided upon ? 

But if there was an 3 r impropriety in re-admitting that 
officer to the Corps, if his character was as objectionaole in 
every point as the delicate zeal of his accuser would repre¬ 
sent it, if the regiment could be contaminated by his so¬ 
ciety, it is upon Captain Tucker, who, knowing him to have 
so committed himself, still chose to associate with him, and 
make use of his services ; it is upon Captain Tucker, who, 
brooding in darkness over hu imputed (fences, refuses to 
dividge them, and leaves the regraent without the least 
of light to direct its investintion, (though he had the 
chargep actually preparedi ana lent in promised copies of 



tliem to Major General Sir M. Power a few days after the 
meeting of the regiment) it is upon him, who acting thue 
has yet presumed to assert, that on this occasion he has pet- 
formed his duty, and has arraigned the conduct of the 
officers of the 1st battalion; it is upon him that all blame, 
all odium must fall for the present, and to him all responsi¬ 
bility for the future must attach. 

By reflecting on these circumstances, and considering the 
capricious inconsistency of his conduct to this officer, and 
the supercilious contempt he had shewn to the regiment, by 
so repeatedly refusing all explanation, without adverting to 
any other cause, modesty alone might have suggested to him 
some other reason for his being avoided by the officers of 
his icgiment, than this boasted performance of his duty. 

1 have dwelt longer on this part of the prisoner’s letter, as 
it is more directed against the corps of officers than myself. 
1 shall call evidence to shew, that at the Meeting, at which 
, Captain Tucker neglected to attend, there was no step taken 
inimical to him, nor at any subsequent period any resolution 
entered into of putting him in a state of Coventry. 

1 shall pass by for the present that part of the letter, where 
the prisoner complains of my having ordered him to give up 
a horse, as that will come more naturally to be considered, 
when I enter on the two next Charges; and I shall proceed 
to direct the attention of the Court to the next paragraph of 
the letter, in which 1 am charged with having prechided him 
from the indulgence granted to wounded officers, and 
wherein a direct attempt is made to insinuate, that the orders 
I sent him were directed by a spirit of persecution. 

The docuinents 1 shall produce, and the evidence 1 shall 
call will.prove, under what circumstances those orders were 
given; and at the satne time exhibit another instance of the 
mtal propensity of the prisoner to bring forward subjects 
which might otherwise nave passed unnoticed, and whicb, 
upon investigation, tend only to inculpate himself. 

In consequence of a certificate granted by Staff Surgeon 
Downing, and which will bo laid on the table, the prisoner 
was excused from duty; he lived at La Chapelle, where he 
took up his quarters on his arrival from Brussels. It was 
known that he was endeavouring to procure Leave of Ab¬ 
sence through a Medical Board. 

Apparently too securely relying on the measures he 
adopted, lie neglected or sometimes forgot to keep up the 
necessary appearances, and did not attend to the injunctions 
of the Staff Surgeon, who, on granting him the Certificate, 
directed him not to ride about or appear in public. 

• It was reported to me officially, on the part of the Cap- 
teina of the regiment, by the senior Captain present (whose 
letter^ shall producOi and whose teHiniony wul be suppoitq^ 



by that of other officers) “ that Captain Tucker had been rc- 
ptiatedly seen walking in the streets of Paris, that it did not 
appear that the state of his wound was such as to prevent his 
doing his duty- that there being only hve Captains present 
with the battalion, most of whom had prior claims to Captain 
Tucker, they should feel it a hardship if, under such circum¬ 
stances, he were allowed to go to England, leaving them to 
do his duty." 

Though I was given to understand at the same time, that 
the fact of Ill's having been seen walking about Paris perfectly 
at his ease, could be attested by several of the Captains and 
Field Officers, and it became therefore my duty to interfere— 
1 did not act upon this letter until I had given the subject 
the most impartial investigation. 

I applied to the Staff Surgeon of the Division, and to the 
Surgeon of the regiment, whose certificates 1 shall produce, 
and on whom I shall call, to prove, that they stated Captain 
Tucker to be fit for all duties, with the exception of field 
days. 

It was not till then, when it was thus reported to me offi¬ 
cially by officers of the regiment, and certified by the Sur¬ 
geons, that Captain Tucker was endeavouring to evade the 
duty of which he was capable; when it was ascertained that 
th'e certificate given him by the Regimental Surgeon to ap¬ 
pear before a Medical Board, merely for tlie purpose of ob¬ 
taining his year's pay, had been made use of by him as an in- 
strum'ent to forward his endeavours to obtain leave of ab¬ 
sence ; it w'as nbt till then, that 1 ordered Captain Tucker to 
his regiment and his duty; at the same time directing the 
Qiuarter Majster to get him a billet in the village of Neuilly; 
it was then I told him to send me the order he had obtained 
fo appear before a Medical Board-—it was then that 1 and the 
Staff Surgeon directed the Regimental Surgeon to apprise 
flie Medical Board of the circumstances, under which mCy 
had given their certificates to^ Captain Tucker, and of his olm 
and the Staff Surgeon's opinion respecting his fitness for 
duty. 

^ese fkets I shall establish by the clearest and most in- 
controvertible evidence: and yet it is on these grounds, that 
the prisoner has presumed to complain of my conduct, and 
to represent himself as precluded by me from the Jndulgehtli 
gran|ed to wounded officers.—Had I acted otherwite, I 
should have committed an injustice to the officers of the 
me'nt, and an injury to the service .—Mv duty was pira, 
riihple, and direct— I proceeded accordingly: and 1 novr 
charge the prliioher to be guilty of a mOst gross and de^ibs* 
riffe libel 6n toy character as his' Commanding Ofilcdr,1for 
haring done olldally, what‘ r%i|B hChnd to do s—«a' libel en- 
l^nd^edin thc spleen Mde{bdtcdaitlfiee,imdih^ 
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the very principles of discipline and subordination. Who 
would undertake the responsibility of command, if he were 
liable to be thus impeached for the ordinary and indispensa¬ 
ble exercise of his legitimate authority ? 

But this is not the only complaint preferred in this extra¬ 
ordinary letter against me for the simple performance of my 
duty. If this letter could not be laid on the table of the 
Court, would it be credited that any man should have vee* 
tured to write thus to the General ?’ “ I beg leave, Sir, fur¬ 
ther to complain to you, that Colonel Warren sent his Ad¬ 
jutant four days past, desiring me to give up to him a hor^e 
1 had got at Waterloo, and desired to know whether I had 
burned a mark out of it. This order, Sir, 1 immediately 
obeyed on the principles of obedience to a command front 
a superior officer by delivering up the horse, which was taken 
to Colonel Warren's quarters.” 

Here, then, he voluntarily steps forward and tells the Ge¬ 
neral that he had got a horse at Waterloo, which in defiap^pe 
of the General Orders he had kept till the middle of Sep¬ 
tember ; speaks coolly of the burning out of a mark on tne 
horse; claims merit for having delivered it upy on the pr^- 
ciplc of obedience to tlie conmiand of a superior oracer, 
whom he at the same time accuses of injustice, for thus en¬ 
forcing the orders of the Commander of the Forces. Is tHif 
fatuity, is it a callous insensibility of shame ? Or is it not 
rather an affectation of candour intended to impress a belief, 
that he could not be aware of any impropriety in detailing 
this horse ? But even in that case, to complain of my halv¬ 
ing ordered the restitution, evinces a determination to accuse, 
and a disposition to asperse my character, which can have 
been prompted only by the worst feelings, aitd a most unwar- 
‘raptable spirit of animosity. 1 shall, however, demons^trate by 
positive evidence, that the prisoner was perfectly informed op 
the subject of the General Order relative to the horses found 
at Waterloo, as soon as that order was issued at Brussels ; 
and that he not only wilfully disobeyed it, but used all means 
in his power to prevent his being obliged to comply with it. 
His complaint therefore, on this subject, is not only intended 
to misrepresent the conduct of his Commanding Officer; it 
is a wilful and deliberate attempt to impose a false statement 
on the General. In the same spirit he proceeds to complaip, 
thpt the day after the horse had been given up, 1 sent him 
ap order by the Adjutant ” to put down in writing if he ha4 
burned the mark out, for if he had, 1 would bring him be¬ 
fore a General Court Martial** 

I should think it almost unnecessary to defend mysptf 
agpiost the imputation of so gross an absurdity, aa to expppt 
tupt even hM re4ne4 potiops o? dutVf or **6ubDiis8ive principles 
of ^ ppsamaiui of Bif ipperior ol|cer/^ 
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induce tlio prisoner to send me a written document of crim/-' 
nation against liiniseir. But to show the gemjriil spirit of 
misrepresentations, which pervades this letter, I shall produco 
the Adjutant to prove, what wan really the message, which I 
sent on this occasion. He will inlbrin tiie Court, that the 


order he delivered, was to require Cnpiuiii Tucker “ to state 
“ to me in writing, by whom or by whose order the mark hud 
been eH’aeed from the side of the horse, and that if he 


** did not, I should report the business to Head Quarters.” 
This information appcanal t<i riic absolutely necessary, to 
enable me to answer o/ficially any enquiry, which might he 
made on the subject. Hut so little intention or disposition 
had I to bring tlie prisoner to a Court Martial on that sub¬ 
ject, as lie would make it appear; that in reporting to the 
Adjutant General, that such a horse was in charge of the IIe- 
ginicntal Quarter Master, I merely stated, that the horse, ot- 
rather the mare in qucstioii, had been brought up from 
Bruxelles by a wounded officer of the regiment lately ar¬ 
rived, and was now returned to be claimed; that the mark 
in her side wuis taken out; hut 1 understood her to liavc be¬ 


longed to the I2th Dragoons ; I did not even mention Cap¬ 
tain Tucker^s name. If, however, I had been idle enough 
to demand Irani the prisoner such a written coni'ession for 
the avowed purpose, as he states, of bringing him to a Court 
Martial; he slmw.s that he knew much better than to give it; 
and proceeds to lay before the General the statement he 
sent me on the occasion, a statement, which I shall prove to 
be as little entitled to credit, as any other part of the letter ; 
commencing in fallacy,disseinb!ing some facts andsiqiprcssing 
others, and eud^i^ in a false and libellous charge ag-unst my¬ 
self, of connivance at his fraudulent appropriation of the 
horse and disobedience of General Oidevs. He states, “ that 
being severely wounded in the battle of Waterloo, a man 
cauj^t liim a horse, (which had been miming about the 
field, and evidently with its rider killed ) and which horse he 
was put on and conveyed to Bruxelles ; that ho understood a 
foreign mark had been on the horse, and which w’us taken 
out by a private servant which lie had, while he was lying 
extremely ill in his bed, unable to move. That 1 might re¬ 
collect his having told me at my own house three weeks past, 
the circumstance of his getting the horse,” 

What reliance is to be placed on this representation, will 
be seen by the evidence, which I shall produce to the se¬ 
cond and third charges. 1 shall theretbre not dwell on it 
here. But with respect to that part, where he says, that 
three vreeks before he had acquainted me with the circuin- 
Btances relative to the mare in question, 1 am ready to admit 
that one day at ray house, in the month of August, in reply 
to an observation of mine, that the mare which Mrs. Tucker 



had rode over was a handsome animal, the prisoner in a 
significant manner exclaimed, “ Aye—Waterloo ! Waterloo !** 
Nothing further passed. At that time I was not aware of 
the General Order relative to this subject; nor nas It till a 
considerable time afterwards, that 1 w'as made acquainted 
with the very disgraceful circumstances attending his getting 
her, and the business of taking from her side the cavalry 
mark. These matters being nicutioiicd in my room before 
several officers of the regiment, compelled me to require 
from Captain Tucker restitution of the mare. Further than 
what I have stated, 1 never had the least conversation with 
the prisoner on the subject; and indeed, it may be observed, 
that to have made his Commanding'Officer the confidant of 
such a transaction, would have required little less assurance, 
than the attempt to ground, on such pretended confidence, 
matter of complaint and accusation. 

1 have thus laid before the Court, the facts and arguments, 
upon which 1 shall rest the proof of the first charge against 
the prisoner. 1 have detected his misrepresentations; 1 
have shewn his complaints to be unfounded; 1 liave proved, 
that where he has acemsed others, he has been himself alone 
culpable: and to ascertain the libellous aim uf these com¬ 
plaints and accusations, to be convinced that tliey were di¬ 
rectly intended to asperse the character of his C'-ommunding 
Officer and tiie officers of the vegiiueut, it is only necessary 
to refer to the letter itself. It vet remains to observe, that 
had all iiis complaints been just, he was hound by the Ar¬ 
ticles of War in the first instance to have applied to me for 
redress: if 1 had refused it, his appeal was open to the Gene¬ 
ral; his not having done this is another evidejt*;c uf iiis eager¬ 
ness to criminate, and is in itself an act of high disrespect 
and insubordination. 

The evidence, whicli T shall produce to the second and 
third charges, is .so direct and positive, that I shall not have 
occasion to enter into any length of observation. I will 
merely beg leave to recall the attention of the Court to the 
statement of the prisoner on this subject. ‘‘ Being severely 
wounded,” he says, ** a man caught him a horse wliich had 
been running about the field, (and evidently with its rider 
killed) which horse he was put on and conveyed to Brus¬ 
sels.’* It will be observed, that this is an answer to my en¬ 
quiry respecting the taking out the mark. Now I shall 
prove that this horse was not caught for him, as he states; nor 
was it evident that it*s rider was killed—1 shall shew that 
Captain Tucker was already mounted, when he met a soldier 
on this mare, who was hastening to carry off his wounded 
brother—I shall prove that Captain 'J’ucker immediately 
claimed her as his own property, ordering the soldier in¬ 
stantly to dismount; who in vain represented that it could 
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not be the prisoner’s horse, as it had plainly the saddle and 
furniture of a dragoon—I shall then prove that Captain 
Tucker, though severely wounded, as he represents, dis¬ 
mounted the horse he was riding, and mounted this mare, 
coronianuing the soldier w ho had led him from tlie held to 
mount the iiorse he quitted and follow him, thus taking care 
to secure botii—1 shall prove that a foreign dragoon fol¬ 
lowed Captain Tucker, claiming the iiorse he had mounted 
the soldier upon ; but that Captain Tucker paying no regard 
to his demand, pushed through the crowd, and made good 
his retreat to Jbrusscls. In his explanation, the prisoner 
proceeds tu declare, that he understood a foreign mark 
had been on the horse, and which was taken out by a private 
servant which he had, while he was laying extremely ill in 
his bed, unable to move.” 

It will appear in evidence, however, that he did not con¬ 
sider this mark to be foreign—It will be stated that he at 
different times said, he thought the marc belonged to a 
British dragoon regiment; that, being informed that the 
wounded dragoon oiiicers at Bruxelles were aware, that 
many of their horses were there, and were only led out at 
night tor fear of being claimed by them; a conversation en- 
suedf upon tile best means of taking out the regimental mark. 
1 shall tnen prove, that a composition was procured from a 
farrier at Bruxelles to effect the intended operation—1 shall 
prove that at an early period of the process, the mare was 
taken to the door of the room on the ground tluor, where 
Captain Tucker lay, that he might see how the work went 
on—I shall shew him afterwards in the stable, examining 
with attention the state of the wound, produced by the opera¬ 
tion on both tliu. horses. 

Having thus conducted him with his prizes from the field 
of battle ; having shewn his perfect knowledge and partici¬ 
pation in the measures adopted to prevent their being 
claimed by the right owners; 1 shall produce the very officer 
tiiat warned him from the beginning of the danger he in¬ 
curred, and informed him of the General Order he was vio¬ 
lating. The fact of bis subsequently advertising the marc 
referred to in the second charge, in Galignani’s Messenger, 
in which she is stated to be an English mare, will be given 
in evidence; and it will be proved that the price he asked 
was forty Napoleons. 

The evidence to the third charge will be so nearly identi¬ 
cal, and so connected with that of the second, that 1 shall 
not tliink it necessary to trouble the Court with the repeti¬ 
tion ; but shall rest the proof of both on the facts, that will 
be b^ore them, adding only the testimony of Lieutenant 
Duhigg, to prove the actuad purchase of the horse> referred 
to in that charge, from the prisoner; and the payment and 
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refnn(Ung of the money, wlien the horse was given up in con¬ 
sequence of my orders. 

What defence, what circumstances of extenuation can the 
prisoner urge against such evidence as this ? If he plead 
that his wound made it necessary he should ride; yet he 
could not ride two horses at once. lie had taken and 
mounted one horse, which it seems was worth only ten Na¬ 
poleons : he meets another he values at forty, and makes 
prize of both. He cannot plead ignorance of tlie order for 
delivering them up; his wilful disobedience of that order, his 
determination to convert those horses to his own use is de¬ 
monstrated by the act of eflacing the marks ; a deten mination 
which he afterwards carried into effect, by the actual sale of 
one, and the pi hlic advertisement of the other. If further 
proof were necc sary, the horf>es themselves might be pro¬ 
duced; and on their mangled and disfigured sides is indelibly 
branded a living testimony against the prisoner ! 

If it were natural to feel reluctance to stand forward as 
the accuser of the prisoner, on the charges to which I have 
already directed the attention of the Court; every honourable 
mind must be sensible, how much that repugnance must be 
Increased, by the nature of the remaining subject of accusa¬ 
tion. The circumstances 1 shall have to detail will shew, to 
what necessity that repugnance has been forced to yield; and 
that the choice of the measures to be adopted did not rest 
with me. 

When it was first understood, that the accounts of the late 
Captain Holmes, who fell in the action at Waterloo, could 
not be adjusted for the want of his books and*papers; Lieute¬ 
nant Colonel Hare, who had commanded that part of the 
regiment which was engaged there, wrote on the subject to 
the prisoner; who was known to have detained the baggage 
of Captain Holmes at Bruxelles. His answer to that letter 
will be produced, wherein he states, that he had disposed of 
the baggage of Captain Holmes for 1211 francs, and that 
there were no private accounts, or private letters, nor any 
money. Lieutenant Colonel Hare having reported this cir¬ 
cumstance to me, 1 thought it necessary, upon the prisoner’s 
arrival at the regiment, to speak to him on the extreme irre^ 
gularity of his proceeding: but upon his solemn assurance, 
that the baggage was so very trivial, and of such little value, 
that it was not worth bringing forward; a circumstance, 
which he took great pains to impress on my belief; I wtw 
disposed to overlook his conduct, not knowing or imagining 
at that time, that he could have omitted the necessary pre¬ 
caution, of <mening the baggage in the presence of some of 
tile many officers of the battalion, who were at Bruxelles. 
Except the irregularity in detaining and disposing of these 
effects, at a time, when he must have known, that the senioi * 
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Major of the regiment, to u honi the Articles of War assign 
that duty, was present in this country ; I saw nothing in the 
conduct of tlio prisoner to call for reprehension. Was it 
possible that a siindow of suspicion should pass across my 
mind, that in tins transaction, any imputation of a grosser 
nature could attacli to an officer, bearing an hont)urable rank 
in the service; and with whom I myself was in terms of inti¬ 
macy ? The mind must be habituated to the contemplation 
of depravity, and conversant with that extraordinary aban¬ 
donment of principle, to whifli human nature is subject; 
where such suspicion is readily admitted. I shall shew by 
what means it was awakened in rne. 

To arrange, as far as possible, the accounts of Captain 
Holmes, 1 ordered Lieutenant Colonel Neynoc, as senior 
Major of the regiment, to form a Hoard of Inquiry with the 
two senior Captains, to ascertain the amount of claims against 
the deceased; and to investigate such dot'uinents relative to 
them, as might remain; and report to me the result. The 
Colonel will himself state the difficulties, he met with in this 
attempt, arising I'rom the variety of the claims preferred, tlie 
almost total want of any papers that could throw light on 
them, and the absence of Serjeant Kelly; who some time be¬ 
fore had been Pay Serjeant to the deceased j but who was 
still detained by the slate of his wounds at Bruxelles. The 
date of the report, made to me on this occasion, will shew; 
that it was not ujitil very lately, that any adequate idea could 
be formed, of'the claims existing against Captain Moimes. 

In the course ol'the investigation of this bu^iuess, several 
circumstance.'^ iijose, of a nature to induce a more tiiaii ordi¬ 
nary degree of scrutiny. Those who liad long known the 
character of the deceased, and had opportunities of being 
acquainted with hi>. extreme punctuality and correctness in 
keeping his accounts, could not but be surju-ized to find an 
apparent deficit to so considerable an aknouut;and to be told 
that there were scarce any books or papers that might eluci¬ 
date the subject. It was necessary to search the matter 
thoroughly ; and the enquiry develt)ped certain facts, which, 
accompanied by a number of suspicious circumstances, 
seemed deeply to implicate the prisonei. 

I shall proceed to state what these were, and my state¬ 
ment will be borne out by the evidence. The deceased was 
in the habit of keeping by him always a considerable sura of 
money. He was known, a few days before the action where 
he fell, to have had in his possession a large number of 
doubloons. He was seen, on the morning of the 15th June, 
to take out of his portmanteau-trunk a large purse, contain¬ 
ing, apparently, upwards of forty doubloojjs, out of which he 
gave two to his Pay Serjeant, and returned the purse again 
•io his trunk. In Uiat trunk he kept his memorandum book 
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of receipts and payments, and his most valuable papers. It 
will be proved what money was’found on his person, when he 
was killed; but neither that purse, nor any doubloon but one 
was found upon him. 

On the evening of the 17th, when the baggage was 
ordered to the rear, the deceased expressed the greatest 
anxiety about his trunk. He gave his bat-man must mi¬ 
nute directions respecting it; but not satisfied with this, after 
the baggage had set off, he followed in the dark in a dread¬ 
ful storm of rain, and when the road.s were knee deep in 
mire : he followed through the crowd of baggage a consi¬ 
derable distance from the town, where the detachment halted; 
till he had overtaken his bat-man, whom he strictly en¬ 
joined, in case of being pressed hard, or being unable to 
keep up with the rest of the baggage; to throw away his bed, 
his canteen, and every thing beside : but not to part with 
that trunk but with his life. 

What extraordinary infatuation must this have been, if 
the contents of that trunk had been w’orth no more than 
francs, as the prisoner has stated ! But the deceased 
was not a man to misappreciate matters so egregiously; he 
declared to his subaltern, who rallied him on the subject, 
that he had good reason for his anxiety. 

This trunk, safely locked and secured, was delivered, to¬ 
gether with the whole of the baggage of the deceased, safely 
into the^custody of the prisoner ; who had stationed a Ser¬ 
jeant at the gates of Bruxelles, with orders to bring it to his 
lodgings, it was safely lodged by that Serjeant and the 
servant of the deceased in the bed-room of the prisoner. 

When Lieutenant Miller, the subaltern of Captain I lolmes, 
sent for this baggage; the prisoner refused to deliver it, 
stating, that he considered himself second in command, and 
therefore entitled to take charge of It; a right or duty which 
he did not think necessary to exercise with respect to the 
baggage of Ensign Ireland, who was also killed that day, and 
which the prisoner permitted to come on with the baggage 
of the regiment. When this circumstance was noticed to 
him by Lieutenant Miller, he assigned another reason, still 
more groundless, for not having complied with his demand. 

It appears, that it must have been some time before tiic 
10 th July, that the prisoner, though he was aware on the 
fl^th June, (as I shall prove by a letter of his own,) that the 
head quarters of the regiment had arrived in the country, 
ventured to break open the trunk and baggage of the de¬ 
ceased : for his letter to Colonel Hare, the extraordinary 
tone of which will be observed, is dated on the 9th. 

In that letter he says, there was no private accounts, oi 
private letters.*’ Now it will be distinctly sworn, that, besides 
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papers in the trunk, there was a large bag, containing al 
great quantity of books of accounts and papers; and it will 
be proved that this bag was safely delivered into the custod} 
of the prisoner. It will bo proved, that a large mass ot 
papers was taken up from the bed-side of the prisoner bj 
his maid servant, who was ordered to burn them ; and was 
informed they belonged to Captain Holmes, but were of no 
use. it will be seen that the papers given up by the pri¬ 
soner, us being found in the baggage of the deceased, are 
mostly of litilo importance ; consisting chiefly of company’s 
old pay lists, muster rolls, and abhtracts. It will be seen 
(and this is a very striking circunistanec, and must be parti¬ 
cularly noticed) that the last leaf of the inemoriinduni book, 
on which the sums advanced by the deceased to his Pay Ser¬ 
jeant had been entered, has been torn out! 

These arc the facts ; which, added to the circumstance of 
the trunk having been broken open in secret, (neither the 
subaltern of the deceased, wlio had shewn himself interested 
on the subject, as knowing the value attached by him to that 
trunk, nor any of the other officers of the regiment being 
present to witness tlic opening ; and his never having, even 
to this day, given an inventory of the efiects contained in 
the baggage) these arc the facts, which strongly point 
suspicion against the prisoner. 

1 must now beg to detain the attention of the Court a short 
time ; while I make a few observations on the nature of the 
evidence 1 shall produce; and on the presu:nptions, that na¬ 
turally arise against the prisoner from the facts I have stated. 

The very nature of this charge infers the impracticability 
of sustaining it by positive proof. An ofl'ence committed in 
secret and with premeditation, can only be detected by cir¬ 
cumstances—the deeper the guilt and infamy of the offence; 
the more care will the offender take, to remove all evidence 
of the commission. In such cases crimes would be com¬ 
mitted with impunity, and the worst and most dangerous 
class of ofienders would escape; if such circumstances, as in¬ 
duce a violent presumption of guilt, were not allowed to be 
given in evidence against them. Circunistantial evidence, 
indeed, is often more satisfactory and conclusive, than the 
most direct and positive testimony; since a witness w'ith the 
best intentions, and with tlic most perfect conviction of the 
truth of what he deposes, may be liable to error: but a num¬ 
ber of circumstances, apparently unconnected, but all tend¬ 
ing to tlie same point, arc so difficult to be invented, and 
ofl'er such facilities of detection and defence; that where 
they are not disproved, or shewn to be utterly irrelevant, 
they amount to the most perfect demonstration. In such 
cases incidents apparently trivial and inconsequential in 



themselves, become important as forming links in that chain 
of evidence, upon the strength and perfect connection of 
which, conviction depends. 

Considering, then, the circumstances I have stated, as 
bearing reference to tlie offence alleged in the fourth charge, 
the following reflections natucally suggest themselves. 

From the known character and habits of the deceased; and 
the improbability, that he should have left himself without 
the means of meeting the claims existing against him ; from 
the fact of his having been actually seen to deposit in his 
trunk a large quantity of golden doubloons, more than suf¬ 
ficient to meet those claims; it is natural to suppose, that the 
extreme anxiety he evinced respecting this particular trunk, 
when his baggage was sent to the rear, arose, from the 
circumstance of his money being still contained therein: a 
conclusion, which is strengthened by the fact of his having 
ceased from the day, that his baggage was sent off, to issue 
any more doubloons to his pay serjeant, and giving him 
ducats from the purse that was found on his person when he 
was killed; ducats it must be observed, which ho had re¬ 
ceived on account of the company, and kept separate from 
his own money, which was contained in anotiicr purse, also 
found on his person. This trunk so highly valued by the 
owner, securely locked, the keys remaining in the possession 
of the deceased, is lodged in the bed-room of the prisoner, 
who claims the custody of it. He breaks it open without 
witnesses: and when called upon to send to the regiment 
the baggage of the deceased; then, and not before, he slates 
that he had disposed of the whole, except a regimental 
jacket and some other trifle, for 1 ‘21 francs. 

It is impossible not to be struck with iTie irregularity of 
this proceeding. It is natural to ask, why did the prisoner, if 
he considered himself acting ofKcially, detain the baggage of 
the deceased; while he permitted that of another officer, 
who also fell at Waterloo, to proceed to the regiment ? why^ 
did he break it open ; when he knew that the senior major of 
the regiment and the other field officers wore in the country ; 
and that therefore his imaginary authority was superseded ? 

But if he had not known this, why break it oj)cn without 
proper witnesses from amongst the officers of the regiment, 
wdio were with him at Brussels ? Or rather, why break it open 
at all; since his doing so, was a gross broach of duty without 
any justifiable motive to palliate the offence—since it co\dd 
not expedite the settlement of the accounts of the deceased; 
for that could be done only at the head quarters of the 
regiment ? 

How much is the effect of these questions heightened; 
how much deeper does the re^onsibility of the prisoner 
become ; when the destruction of the papers of the deceased 
is taken into account! 



It will be proved, that Captain Holmes was most particular 
and exact in his accounts, and the last man in the world, to 
have left them in a state of confusion. His books would 
have shoMm the exact amount of his receipts and payments, 
and the amount of money in his hands. These hooks are 
delivered safely into the handspf the prisoner. Where are 
they now ? The prisoner denies them to have existed. It 
will be proved they were burned by his order or connivance : 
the papers he preserves are either unimportant or mutilated: 
the last leaf in the entry of payments is lorn out; leaving it 
open to conjecture, that more might have been issued by the 
deceasedduring that period, of which the account is thua 
destroyed; and that the balance therefore in his hands 
would be less, but the mutilation is too visible to escape 
detection- 

For what purpose then are these papers thus destroyed ? 
With what intent are they thus mutilated ? W'hy are they 
denied to have existed ? The intent, the motive, the object 
are all too palpable. I shall spare myself and the Court the 
pain of dwelling longer on such a subject. 

If the prisoner can assign any justifiable or reasonable 
motive for his conduct, there is no one in the Court who 
will receive the explanation with more satisfaction than 
myself; though I must still lament the inextricable confusion, 
the doubts and suspicions, which that conduct, from what¬ 
ever motives arising, has produced—suspicions, which it 
became my duty to establish or to silence for ever; in justice 
to the memory and the relatives of the deceased ; in justice 
to the honour of the militaiy character; in justice to the 
prisoner himself. 

This object could be attained only by the solemn decision 
of a judicial tribunal; and in this appeal to the laws, acting 
only officially as I do, upon the report of this transaction 
made to me as Coraiiianding Officer, by establishing either 
the guilt of the prisoner, or by thus affording him an oppor¬ 
tunity of vindicating his innocence, shall I have fulfilled the 
duty attached to my situation. 


Prosecution on the First Charge. 

I-ctters Nos. 1 and 2. being read to the Court by the 
Deputy Judge Advocate. 

First Evidence.—Major General Sir John Lambert being 
duly sworn_ 

Question from Prosecutor.—Do you recollect my waiting 
on 3 |ou, on the 20th September, ana showing you a letter I 
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had received from Captain Tucker, addressed to Lieutenant 
General Sir Lowry Cole t —Yes I do. 

Q. Did you give any opinion as to forwarding it to Sir 
Lowry Cole, according to the injunction of the prisoner ?— 
—Yes 

Q. Did you communicate that letter to Sir Lowry Cole : 
—Yes, 1 did. 

Q. Did you give me any opinion, as to the necessity of 
taking notice of the prisoner’s conduct by court martial - 
On seeing the charges and letters, 1 did not think it could 
be disposed of in any other manner, than by laying it before 
the Commander of the forces. 

Prisoner to Sir J Lambert. Please to state, if Colonel 
Warren forwarded the letter to you open, addressed by me 
to Lieutenant I icneral Sir Lowry Cole, accompanied by a 
copy of one likewise open, addressed to Major General Sir 
Manly Power.—The letters were both open. 

Q. Did Colonel Warren express to you any intention of 
of producing charges against me, prior to his forwarding tlie 
letter from me to Sir Lowry Cole ?—No. 

Q. Did he at that time express to you such an intention ? 
—1 do not recollect that he did. 

Second Evidence.—Lieutenant General Sir Lowry Cole 
being duly sworn, and the Letter No. 1, being shown to 
him— 

Q. from Prosecutor. Was that letter officially forwarded 
to you ?—It was. 

Sir John Lambert being again called upon-r* 

Q. from Prosecutor. Did you forward Captain Tucker’s 
letter officially to Lieutenant General Sir Lowry Cole ?—I 
gave it to Sir Lowry Cole. 

Q. Did you consider the letter as forwarded to Sir Lowry 
Cole in the usual official manner ?—No, 1 gave it personally. 

Third Evidence.—Ensign Ditnas, 27th Regiment, being 
duly sworn— 

Q. From Prosecutor. Were you on board the same 
transport with Captain Tucker, on the passage from Halifax 
to Be.'-muda ?—Yes. .. 

Q. On approaching the island, do you remember the siiip 

striking on the rocks ?—Yes. 

Prosecutor. State what passed at that time ? Evidence. 
On the ship striking. Captain Tucker went on shore, and 

left Mrs Tucker on board. i v-iu 

Q In whose charge did he leave Mrs. lucker and child. 

J do not recollect that he left her in charge of any person. 
Q. Did Lieutenant Frazer address himself to Captain 
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Tucker, and say that if there was any danger lie would take 
Mrs. Tucker on shore?—To the best of my recollection 
he did. 

Q. Did Captain Tucker make any reply ?—I do not think 
he did. 

Q. After landing at Bermuda, did you ever see Captain 
Tucker and Lieutenant Frazer in company together ?—I 
have seen them walking together. 

Q Do you mean walking in a friendly manner ?—I can¬ 
not say they were ; they seemed in earnest conversation. 

Fourth Evidence.—Major Thomas, 2*7111 Regiment, being 
duly sw'orn— 

Q, from Prosecutor. Do you remember a conversation ta¬ 
king place, between you, Colonel Hare, and myself, in Au¬ 
gust last, near Colonel Hare’s quarters in Paris, relative to 
an officer against whom Captain Tucker was supposed to 
have intended to prefer charges in the island of Bermuda ?— 
Yes, 1 do 

Prosecutor. —State the subject of the conversation. 

Major Thomas—1 suggested to Colonel Hare, as senior 
Captain of the regiment in the country, the necessity of in¬ 
vestigating into the conduct of the officer alluded to, previous 
to his joining the regiment. Colonel Warren, on its being 
represented to him, fully agreed with us; and said he would 
not allow tliut officer to do duty, until Captain Tucker joined 
the regiment; when the necessary inquiries should take 
place. 

Q. from Prqs^ucutor.—Did you attend a meeting of tlie 
officers of the regiment early in September, and were you 
informed of the object of that meeting ?—I did; the object 
of the meeting was to inquire into the conduct of an officer 
of the regiment, whetlier he w’as a fit person to receive 
or not. 

Q. Did Captain Tucker attend that day ?—No. 

Q. What determination did you come to, and what in- 
fiuenced your determination ? -That the officer was to be 
received, no person having come forward to prove his having 
committed himself. 

Q. Do you recollect an address made by me to the meet¬ 
ing, and any expression I made use of relative to Captain 
Tucker ?—Yes, towards the latter end of your address to the 
officers, you particularly mentioned, that the officer in ques¬ 
tion was not to consider himself as having triumphed over 
Captain Tucker; that you would have an eye over him; and 
on the slightest misconduct would bring him to a Court 
Martial; and even in much stronger language. 

Q. Did you ever hear of any resolution entered into by 
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the officers to place Captain Tucker in a state of Coventry ? 
—None whatever. 

Q. Did you not write a letter to me on the part of the 
Captains of the regiment, relative to Captain Tucker’s ob¬ 
taining leave of absence ?—I did, and to the best of my re¬ 
collection some time in September, [^Here the Prose¬ 
cutor produced the Letter No. 3. to the Court, which was 
allowed by Evidence to be the one sent by him.] 

Q. Did you see Ca[)tain Tucker walking in the streets of 
Paris ?—I did 

Q. from Prisoner. Did not Colonel Warren say at the 
meeting, that he thought it was better 1 should not be pre¬ 
sent at it ?—To the best of my recollection he did, 

Q. Did any officer make an objection to Lieutenant I'ra- 
zer’s joining the regiment ? if so, state who it was.—Colonel 
Thomson made an objection. 

Q. Did you ever hear that Lieutenant Frazer’s resigna¬ 
tion had been sent by Sir Manly Power to the Horse Guards ? 
—No, i did not. i knew he had sent in his resignation; 
but did not know that it was forwarded to the Horse Guards. 

Q Did Colonel Warren state at the meeting my having 
begged leave to decline being present at it; and did he men¬ 
tion the cause of my wishing to be absent ?—Yes, he did ; 
the cause lie assigned was, that your feelings would not per¬ 
mit you 

Ci. Did you never express, that it was necessary I should 
give my consent to Lieutenant Frazer’s joining the regiment 
before he could do so ?—No, 1 did not. 

Q, Were you not aw'are that Lieutenant frazer’s business 
had been investigated by Sir Manly Power ?—Yes, but I un¬ 
derstood Sir Manly Power had waived inquiry into a part to 
Lieutenant Frazer’s conduct wlvich had come under his 
own observation 

Q. Did you not know, or w'ere you not informed, tJiat 
Lieutenant Frazer had resigned at his own request, in con¬ 
sequence of that investigation }—I understood he had per¬ 
mission to resign, or stand a Court Martial. 

Q. Who told you Sir Manly Power had waived his objec¬ 
tion to Lieutenant Frazer’s joining the regiment ?—I can¬ 
not recollect; it was currently reported through the rt!gi- 
roent. 

Fifth Evidence.— Fuancis Downing, Esq. Inspector ul 
Hospitals, being duly sworn— 

Q. from Prosecutor. Did you grant Captain Tucker a cer¬ 
tificate, to excuse him from duty i —I did. [1 he Certificate 
No. 4. is here produced and read to the Court.] 

Q. Did you give Captain Tucker any particular direction:^ 
or injunctions at the time you gave that certificate?—1, 
advised him, professionally, to keep himsell* quiet.. 
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Q. Did you receive a letter from me on the 15th of Sep> 
tember last ?—I did receive a letter from Colonel Warren, but 
I do not recollect what particular day. (A paper No. 5» being 
produced to the Evidence, he states it to be a correct copy 
of that letter. This paper was read to the Court. A paper 
No 6, is also produced which Evidence states to have been 
his answer. It was read to the Court.) 

Q. Did Captain Tucker wait on you, on the 17th of Sep¬ 
tember, for a renewal of bis certificate ?—lie did about that 
time. 

Q. Did you grant it ?—No, I did not. 

Q. Did you give any instructions to the Regimental Sur¬ 
geon on the subject ?—I mentioned to him, that 1 thought 
Captain Tucker should be excused from field days; and 1 be¬ 
lieve from pickets. 

Q. Did you desire the Jtegiiuental Surgeon, to report 
your opinion, and the circumstances, under whicli you granted 
your certificate to the Medical Board, to which Captain 
Tucker applied for leave of cibsencc ^—I desired him to stale, 
that I had refused to renew rny certificate. 

Q. from Prisoner. Did you state to Mr. West, that you 
had taken me from your report three days before the 16th of 
September ?—No, I do not think you were ever in my sick 
report. 

Sixth Evidence-—Surgeon West, 27th Foot, being duly 
sw'orn— 

Q, from Prosecutor. Did you grant a certificate to Cap¬ 
tain Tucker to afjpear before a Medical Board, and for what 
purpose i —Yes, 1 did; to enable him to procured certificate, 
in order to obtain the usual allowances granted to wounded 
officers on similar occasions. 

Q. Do you remember my sending to you, and shewing to 
you Staff Surgeon Downing’s letter of the I.*jth of September; 
and stating to you that it was in reply to an application 1 
had received from the Captains of the regiment, relative to 
Captain Tucker’s application for leave of absence?—Yes, 
.Sir. 

Q. Did you wait on Mr. Downing in consequence, and 
what was the result of your interview?— I waited on Mr, 
Downing ; and he told me that the letter he did not perfectly 
understand. 

Q. After having seen Mr. Downing, did you not write to 
me the letter I now shew you ?—I did. (The letter No. 7, 
is produced and read to the Court.) 

Q. At the time it was conceived by the Captains of the 
regiment and the Staff Surgeon of the division, that Captain 
Tucker was capable of doing his duty, did you take any steps 
U> aseertain the state of his health?—Not on the 17th, on 
the 20th I did. 
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Q. Did you not make me an official report on this subject 
on the 20th of September; and is not the paper I now shew 
you that report?—Yes. Sir. (The paper No. 8, is here pro- 
duced, and read to the Court.) 

Q. Had not Captain Tucker, previously to your bein^ or* 
dered by me to visit him with your assistants, reported him¬ 
self to you in writing, as being extremely ill ? — 1 have his 
letter in my pocket. (The letter No. 9, is produced, and 
read to the Court.) 

Q. from Prisoner. Do you recollect my calling on you in 
my carriage on or about the 30th of September; and your 
coming to the door of it, when I asked you for a certificate 
of my wound ?—I do. 

Q. Did you send the certificate of my wound to me, the 
same evening, to Colonel Warren’s quarters ?—Yes. 

Q. Did you on the 19th of September, receive a certifi¬ 
cate of my illnes from Staff Surgeon Deare?—I did. (The 
certificate No. 10, is produced, and read to the Court.) 

Q. Did you give me more than one certificate of my 
wound?—No, only one. (A copy of which No. 11, is laid 
before the t’ourt by desire of the prosecutor.) 

Seventh Evidence.—Lieut. Col. Neynoe, 27th Regiment, 
being duly sworn— 

Q. from Prosecutor. Did you attend a meeting of the 
officers in September ; and what passed there ?—I did: Col. 
Warren asked the officers of the regiment, whether they 
were satisfied to receive Lieutenant Frazer ? They were una¬ 
nimous in their opinion, that he should be received, with the 
exception of one officer. After the officers *fiad agreed to 
receive Lieutenant Frazer; Colonel Warren addressed them, 
desiring that it might be impressed on the mind of Lieutenant 
Frazer; that though i>e was again received by the regiment, 
he was not to consider it as any triumph over Captain 
Tucker; on the contrary should he ever find him attempt to 
triumph over Captain Tucker, that he would bring him for. 
ward 

Q. Did you ever hear, that a resolution had been entered 
into by the officers, to place Captain Tucker in a state of 
Coventry ?—Never. 

Q. Did Captain Tucker apply for leave of absence on ac¬ 
count of his wounds?—! understood he did. 

Q. Did you see Captain Tucker walk about the streets of 
Paris during the time, he was excused from duty on account 
of his wounds?—1 saw him twice. 

Q. from Prisoner. Who was the officer, that objected to 
receive Lieutenant Frazer ?—Colonel Thomson. 

Q. Did you not know or understand, that most of tlic 
officers would not speak to me inconsequence of my letter to 

G 
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Sir Manly Power ?—I know that some of the officers did not 
speak to you ; but 1 look on it as being more in consequence 
of your persecution of Lieutenant Frazer, than of your letter 
to Sir M. Power. 

Q. Are you not aware, that most of the officers spoke to 
me before my letter to Sir M. Power ?—I had no communi¬ 
cation with you: and had no opportunity of knowing 

Q. Did you never express at the mess of the 2d bat¬ 
talion (27th) after your arrival from America, that Lieu¬ 
tenant Frazer was a very unfit subject to remain in the 27th 
regiment; or words to that effect I do not recollect that I 
ever did: and 1 have to declare, that in two or three conversa¬ 
tions I have had with Sir M. Power on the subject, he said he 
would be no bar to Lieutenant Frazer joining the regiment, 
if the officers agreed to it. 

( The Court adjourned until ten o'clock of the 2d instant.) 


Navemher 2rf, 1815. 

The Court having met pursuant to adjournment, 

£ighth Evidence.—Lieutenant Colonel Hake, 27tli Regi¬ 
ment, being duly sworn, informs the Court— 

That be remembers having had a conversation with Colonel 
Warren. As Mr. Frazer, who had joined the regiment, had 
been guilty of some misconduct in the West Indies fas had 
been understood) and as they were not acquainted with the 
circumstances or nature of the charges: he therefore re¬ 
quested, that Mr. Frazer should not be permitted to do duty 
with the regiment, until Captain Tucker had been written to 
on the subject. Colonel Warren made answer, that he was 
neither privately, nor officially, made acquainted with the mis¬ 
conduct alluded to of Mr. Frazer; but that for his own satis¬ 
faction, and that of the officers of the corps, the business 
should be explained ; and that he would send the Adjutant 
Co Mr. Frazer, to tell him the sentiments of the officers; and 
that he should not do duty with the regiment until Cap¬ 
tain Tucker arrived. Evidence remembers being after¬ 
wards one of the senior officers, who called on Colonel 
Warren on the subject; to state to him, that it ap¬ 
peared to be the wish of the officers, as Captain Tucker 
had then arrived, that he might be called* on to prefer his 
complaint; and suggested to Colonel Warren a meeting of 
the mess. The meeting was put in orders: and Colonel 
Warren stated to the officers at this meeting, every thing, 
that had come to his knowfedge, of the transaction, that 
occurred in the West Indies Mween Captain Tucker and 



Lieutenant Frazer : that he had entreated of Captain 
Tucker, and had done every thing in his power to induce 
him to attend the meeting of the officers to state his cant- 
plaint—which Captain Tucker had declined.. He called 
also on the few officers, that were present, who had been in 
the West Indies, to state what they knew of the business; 
which they did. Colonel W^arren at the same time stated to 
the officers, that Sir Manly Power had promised him, that he 
would pass over, as far as rested with him, any of the com¬ 
plaints that had come to his knowledge respecting Mr. Frazer. 
After every thing had been stated by tlie officers, relative 
to the circumstances in the West Indies; Colonel Warren 
asked the officers to give their opinion whether Mr. 
Fraeer was to be received or not; and they, with the 
exception of one officer, were of opinion he ought to 
be received ; as Captain Tucker had refused to come for¬ 
ward. After the opinion of the officers had been taken; 
Colonel Warren said, that Mr. Frazer was not to conceive, 
he had triumphed in any manner over Captain Tucker; 
that he should be very circumspect in his future con¬ 
duct ; that the officers leaned to merCy, as there appeared no¬ 
thing very serious against him ; and that he was accordingly 
received by the officers. 

Q. from Prosecutor. Did you ever hear of any resolutipn, 
or agreement, entered into by the officers, to place Captain 
Tucker in a state of Coventry?—Never. 

Q. Have you ever seen Captain Tucker walking about the 
streets of Paris, whi'ti he was in the sick report ?—I have 
seen Captain Tucker walking about the streets of Paris, when 
I understood he was in the sick report. •* 

Q. Was it prior to the meeting of the officers ?—I believe 
not. 

Q. Was it before Captain Tucker was placed in arrest ?— 
Yes, it was. 

Q. from Prisoner. Did I not explain to you the circum¬ 
stances, under which Lieutenant Frazer had quitted the regi¬ 
ment at Gosport Barracks, on the evening 1 dined at the 
2nd battalion mess, when 1 sat next to you ?—1 do not re¬ 
collect. 

Q. Did 1 not explain to you at Ghent the circumstances, 
under which Lieutenant Frazer had quitted the regiment ?— 
No, not to my recollection. 

Q. Did 1 not tell you, among the circumstances of Lieu¬ 
tenant Frazer’s retiring ; that officer haying been seen re¬ 
peatedly drunk, in the streets of Bermuda, in the day time ?— 
Not repeatedly: you told me, he had been seen drunk by 
Sir Manly Power in the streets of Bermuda in the day time. 

Q* Did you express a determination, that Lieutenant 
Frazer should not join the regiment?’—As long as I rom- 
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inanded, 1 was determined he never sliould; until lii$ 
conduct was eimlained. 

Q. Did not Colonel Warren express at the meeting, that 
he thought it better, I should not attend it?—I do not 
recollect. Colonel Warren stated to the officers, that he 
understood Captain Tucker’s reasons for not attending, 
were, that it would be hurtful to his feelings. 

Who was the officer in the meeting, that objected to 
leceivc Lieutenant Frazer in the regiment?—Lieutenant 
Colonel Thompson. 

Q. Did you Know, that most of the officers did not speak 
to me, after I had written to Sir Manly Power .>-—1 did not: 
1 had heard it. Not being with the regiment, 1 could not 
have seen it. 

Question from the Court. Can you state the day, on 
which Captain Tucker rejoined the regiment: and that, on 
which you called on Colonel Warren, to propose a meeting 
of the officers?—To the best of my recollection, Captain 
Tucker joined about the latter end of August: I spoke to 
Colonel Warren about a week or ten days afterwards. 

(Prosecutor here produced Letters 12, 13, and 14, which 
were read to the Court.) 

Ninth Evidence.—Surgeon Gf.kald Fitz Gerald, 69th 

Regiment, being duly sworn— 

Question from Prosecutor. When you were in the island 
of Bermuda, do you remember seeing Captain Tucker and 
Lieutenant Frazer together ?—I do, Sir. 

Prosecutor. Relate your observations on the occasion.—> 
Evidence. On jjiy arrival at Bermuda, 1 heard Lieutenant 
Frazer and Mr. Galbraith were in arrest, for improper 
conduct, that had occurred on board ship, in the passage 
from Halifax to Bermuda. After my disembarkation on the 
island, I heard charges were to be preferred against Mr. 
Frazer for improper conduct to Captain Tucker; as well as 
for being seen drunk in the streets. The Court Martial did' 
not take place, in consequence of Lieutenant Frazer’s 
sending in his resignation. It appeared to me very singular, 
that so apparent an intimacy should exist, between Captain 
Tucker and Lieutenant Frazer. 

Q. Was it soon after this, that Lieutenant Frazer went to 
England ?—I do not know. TJie regiment left Bermuda, 
as well as I can recollect, before Lieutenant Frazer sailed. 

Q. from Prisoner.—Do you know the cause of Lieutenant 
Frazer being in conversation with me ?—I do not. 

Q Did you see Lieutenant Frazer with me more than 
once ?—I saw Mr. Frazer call at Captain Tucker’s; and 
afterwards (saw them together in the square; but never saw 
them together more than once. 
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Q. Did you knovr afterwards tbe cause of Lieutenant 
I'razer^s calling at my house ?—I did not know the cause; 
but have since heard it was for the purpose of apologizing 
to you. 

Tenth Evidence.—’Adjutant Burns, 27th Regiment, being 

duly swprn— 

Q. from Prosecutor. Do you remember my sending you 
to Captain Tucker, respecting a horse he had belonging to 
the cavalry ?—1 do. 

Prosecutor. State the order you delivered, when you 
required him to send the horse to the regiment, to be 
claimed.—Evidence. The orders were, that the liorse should 
be sent to the head quarters of the regiment, and to be 
given over to the Quarter Master of the battalion ; which 
was accordingly done. 

Q. Did you afterwards speak to Captain Tucker respecting 
the mark, which had been taken out of the horsc*s side .^—1 
was sent to him on the 1 dth September, to enquire, by what 
authority, or by whom that mark liad been taken out of that 
horse. At the same time Colonel Warren told me, that it 
was a thing, which if he did not get at; he would have to 
report the circumstance to the Duke of Wellington, in 
order that it might be laid before a Court Martial. 

Q. from Prisoner. Did you bring me an order from 
Colonel Warren on the 18tli September, to find myself a 
quarter near the camp; and that if I could nut find one, I 
must come into camp and live there ?—Yes. 

' Q. Were not wounded officers of the b^{talion permitted 
to live out of camp ?—At Neuilly, close to the camp. 

Q. Do you not know, that I had long before tried to get 
a quarter at Neuilly; and that I could not get one fit for niy 
family ?—No, 1 do not. 

Q. Did you bring me an order the same day from Colonel 
Warren, for me to return the order of the Duke of Wel¬ 
lington, for leave for my appearing before the Medical 
Board on the 19th of September ?—I did. 

Q. After I was put under an arrest, did you not brin^ me 
an order from Colonel Warren, that there was a room found 
for me near the camp, and that I must move to it imme¬ 
diately ?—I told you there were quarters provided for you 
in the village of Neuilly, and that you would have to remove 
to them. 

Q. Did you send me leave from the Adjutant General, for 
three weeks leave of absence to St. Denis, in consequence 
of a recommendation from the Medical Board ?—I did. 

Q. from the Court. Where was Captain Tucker residing, 
when he was ordered to remove to Neuilly ?—At La Chapelle. 
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(Colonel Warren» 27th Eegimenty being duly stNrorn-^ ^ 

Q. from Prisoner to Colonel Warren. Did I not dinO'with 
you at your quarters, the day before the meeting of the 
officers, which was at your ouarters on the following day, the 
8th of September ?—You aid. 

Q. Did I not the same day 1 dined with you, beg to be 
excused from such a meeting ?—You did. 1 did all 1 could to 
induce you to attend the meeting, short of a positive order. 

Q. In begging to be excused from such a meeting, did 1 
not state my reasons ; and what were those reasons ?—If you 
did state those reasons, they were what I mentioned the 
next day to the meeting, as arising from your own feelings. 

Q. Did I not also represent to you, thatil the officers should 
unfortunately decide on Lieutenant Frazer's joining the 
regiment. 1 should conceive myself very ill treated; and 
should be under the necessity of referring the business to 
Sir Manly Power -I do not recollect such an observation. 

Q. Did I not more than once, relate to you the circum¬ 
stances of Lieutenant Frazer's quitting the regiment; and 
did you not tell roe, you saw it was impossible that he could 
rejoin it ?—When i first saw you, and conversed with you 
on the subject of Lieutenant Frazer; the idea then in my 
mind was, that Lieutenant Frazer could not rejoin the 
regiment without your approbation. You had taken great 
pains to do away from my mind the impression, that those 
Letters (Nos. 12, 13, 14,) which I have laid before the 
Court, had first made on me; stating strongly the worthless¬ 
ness of the character of the Captain of the Navy, who had 
written one of those letters; ana relating to me the conduct 
of Mr. Frazer in a very diflerent light, from what I afterwards 
understood it to have been. 

Q. Did ( not tell you among other circumstances, that 
Lieutenant Frazer had been repeatedly drunk in the day 
day time, in the streets of Bermuda ?—I am positive, only 
one instance was mentioned, of Lieutenant Frazer having 
been seen drunk, in the streets of Bermuda in the day time. 

Q. Did you not afterwards beg me, to state in writing 
officially to you, my decision respecting Lieutenant Frazer's 
not being permitted to join the regiment: and if so, did you' 
not receive an official letter from me on the subject^<->I 
did. It was, I think, after the first interview I had with you. 

I did receive an official letter from you. 

Q. To the best of your recollection, is this paper (No. 15) 
a copy of that letter ?—I believe that to be the purport of 
the letter I received 

Q» Did 1 not tell you, on or about the SOtli August, at your 
quarters where I dined j that I had been the same day at 
'Mr. West's for the certificate for the Medical Board, for my 
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f oing to England cannot be positive as to the date* but 

am sure you did, 

Q. Did not the certificate come the same evening from 
Mr. West to me, at your quarters: and did not you forward 
die same to Sir John Lambert, with a recommendation for 
me to appear before a Medical Board, for the purpose of 
getting leave to go to England ?—1 recollect giving you a 
letter of recommendation; but I think it was to the Adjartant 
General. 

Q. from the Court to Colonel Warren. Was Lieutenant 
Frazer’s resignation ever forwarded to the Horse Guards ; or 
had it been acted upon in any manner at the date of Captain 
Tucker s letter. No. 15, to you ?—TAe resignation teas never 
forwarded^ from the best information I can receive ; and has 
never been acted upon. Sir Manly Power said, he had 
written to the Adjutant General about it. 

Court. You have stated, that Captain Tucker dined with 
you at your quarters on the day previous to the meeting of 
the officers; please to state whether you were at that time 
acquainted, by report or otherwise, with any part of the 
grounds of the 2d, 3d, 4th, and 5th Charges, as preferred 
against Captain Tucker?--! was acquainted with these cir- 
cumstances—that C'aptain Tucker had in his possession the 
Bay Marc, which he said he had got at Waterloo. The 
matters of the Mh and 5th Charges were investigating by a 
Court of Enquiry ; but at that time did not appear at aU of 
a serious nature. 

{Here closed the prosecution on the first charge.] 


Prosecution on the Second Charge. 

First Evidence.—Private John Rooiike, 27th regiment, 
being duly sworn, informs the Court— 

That, on the day of the battle of Waterloo, he was ordered 
to the rear with a man who was wounded ; and in returning 
to the regiment, he met Captain Tucker, who made him go 
hack with him. Captain Tucker was on foot; Evidence 
helped him towards the village; on the way they met a man 
of the 27th regiment who was Orderly to Major^ General 
Lambert. He was bringing an horse of the General’s, 
wounded, to the rear: Captain Tucker was placed on the 
wounded horse. A short time afterwards Evidence saw Cap¬ 
tain Tucker, mounted on a grey mare; and after that th^ 
met a roan of the name of Weir, belonging to the 27th regj- 
ment, mounted on a bay mare. Captain Tucker asked* 
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Weir, how he came by his mare, and made him dismount 
and help him (Captain Tuckei) on the bay mare; at the 
same time desiring witness to mount the grey mare, and 
follow him to Brussels. 

Q. from Prosecutor. When you saw Captain Tucker on 
the grey mare, was he followed by a foreign dragoon, or 
soldier, who wanted to take the said marc from him i —When 
I was going to mount the grey mare, a dragoon wanted to 
take her from me : but Captain Tucker desired me to mount 
the mare, and follow him. The dragoon’s cloak was on the 
mare. 

Q. from Court. Was the dragoon’s cloak returned to 
him i —No, the cloak came to Brussels, and was left in Cap¬ 
tain Tucker’s quarters. 

Q. from Prisoner. How did Weir say he had come by 
the mare ?—He said he had found her running about the 
held. 

Q. What reason did I assign for getting on the bay marc, 
in preference to the grey one ?—You said that the grey 
mare’s pace hurt your leg. 

Q. Was not the gait of the grey marc very rough:—I 
rode her to Brussels, her gait was very rough. 

Q. Was not the bay marc brought close to the grey, and 
did not vou help me on the bay mare without my walking ? 
—Yes. ' 

Q. Did I not appear to you to be in great pain at the 
time ?—Yes, Sir, you were. 

Q. from the Court. Were the appointments on the horses 
British or forciglRi i —On the bay mare the appointments 
were British; on the grey mare I do not think they were. 
The bay mare w'as marked L D. on the hind quarter. 

Prosecutor. Was tht re a mark on the hind quarter of the 
grey marc ?—Yes, there was. 

Q. Have you seen those mares, since the marks were 
burnt out ?—-No, 1 have not. 

Second Evidence.—Private Edward Weir, 27th regiment, 
being duly sworn, informs Uie Court— 

That on the day of the battle of Waterloo, he found a bay 
mare in the field ; that with it he assisted his brother, who 
was wounded to the rear: that on his return he was met by 
Captain Tucker, who was mounted on a grey mare : that 
Captain I'uckcr asked him how he came by kis mare, and 
damned him. Evidence then replied, that the mare was not 
Captain Tucker’s; but was ordered to get oflT her, which he 
did ; and then assisted private John Rourke in j^acing Cap¬ 
tain Tucker on the bay mare. That Captain Tucker then 
desired Rourke to mount the grey mare, and follow him ta 
Brussels: that at this time he saw a dragoon, cannot say 
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^vlietlier British or not, calling after them for one of the 
horses. 

Court. Describe the mare and her appointments 
found the mare without a rider; there was blood on one side 
the white sheep-skin, which covered the saddle; there were 
iiobters for pistols ; the bridle, 1 think, was Englishthe 
mare was short-tailed. 

Q. from Prosecutor. How far did the dragoon follow you ? 
-—About two perches. 

Third Evidence—Private Patrick M* Gee, 27th regiment, 
being duly sworn, states— 

That he was in the rear at Brussels with the baggage, two 
days after the battle of Waterloo; that there was a and a 
grey mare in Captain Tucker’s stables there: he wa^ em¬ 
ployed to take care of the horses until his arrival in fvis ; 
that while he was with Captain Tucker bis foreign servant 
took the marks out of both horses; the marks were on the 
hips. 

Q. from Prosecutor. Did you at any time when Captain 
Tucker was contined to his bed, lead the bay mare opposite 
to his bed-room, for his inspection Yes, I did. 

Q. Was it when the mark was burning out ?—Yes, it was. 

Q Did Captain Tucker look at the mark, to see the state 
it wiis in ?—The mare was brought, that he might see a net 
fitted on her 

(). Was not the net lifted off the mare*s hip, to shew the 
mark ?—Yes. 

Q. What was the mark burnt out with ?—‘With vitriol, to 
the best of my knowledge. ** 

Q. Did Captain Tucker ever make any observation to you 
about the mark, when burning out ! —None. 

Q. Did Captain Tucker’s foreign servant speak English I 
—Yes, Sir. 

Q. Had you any conversation with him on the subject of 
the mark ?—He told me vitriol would take it dbt. 

Q Did you ever see Captain Tucker examine the mark 
in the stable, when he left his bed ?—He came on crutches to 
the stable-door, and looked at the mark. 

Q. What price did Captain Tucker a&k for the bay mare ? 
—Forty Napoleons 

Q. Did you ever hear Captain Tucker s£^, he thought the 
■Mro was an English one, after he got her Yes, Sir, 

Q. from Prisoner After you were taken from me, were 
y^U not taken to Colonel Warren’s quarters—and how often t 
—I Was taken to Colonel Warren’s quarters twice. 

Q Were you not closely questioned, and cross-questioned, 
hy Colonel Warren, concerning horses belonging to me, and 
on other subjects ^^Yes, I was. 
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C* Were yoa noi. also questioned aad croas-que&tioned br 
other persons in Colonel Warren’s quarters, and in his pre¬ 
sence i If so, state who they were, and the nature of those 
questions. Yes, I was, by the Paymaster, and by Lieute¬ 
nant Handcock respecting the horses. 

Q. Were you threatened at any time after you left me, by 
Colonel Warren, with transportation ?—Yes, the Colonel said, 
if I would vary in whatt I said, when before the Court, I would 
be transported. 

Q. from the Court. By whose orders did you understand, 
the German servant burnt out the marks of the horses ?—I 
believe by Mrs. Tucker’s. 

Q What reason have you for believing those orders were 
given by Mrs. Tucker ?—The German servant told me so 
- Q. Had the German servant Captain Tucker’s permission 
to bum out those marks i—He did not tell me- 

Tourth Evidence.—Lieutenant Miller, 27th regiment, 
being duly sworn, informs the Court— 

That he knew Captain Tucker, when at Brussels, had in 
his possession horses, which he had not before the battle of 
Waterloo : that he also was in possession of one himself, 
which he had found in the field. That shortly after, he was 
apprised of the Order issued by the Commander in Chief of 
the Forces, for the giving up of all horses, which had been 
taken in the field, in some days after he had occasion to 
call on Captain Tucker; and thinking he might not have 
heard of this Order, he informed him of it. 

Q. from Prosecutor. Did you ever hear Captain Tucker 
say that the bay Yfiarc, was an English one i —Captain Tucker 
told me, she belonged cither to the 10th or 12th dragoons. 

Q. Did Captain Tucker say any thing to you about tike 
mark ?—Never. 

Q. How was the bay mare marked ?—She had an Ei^lLli 
mark. 

Fifth Evidence.—Lieutenant Craddock, 27th regiment, 
being duly sworn, informs the Court— 

That during the time he was at Brussels, after the battle 
of \yaterloo, he visited at Captain Tucker’s; and one day 
going through his stable, he found i: full of horses, two or 
three of which Captain Tticker had not before; that he 
asked him where he had got those horses; and was answered, 
that he had picked them up at Waterloo. 

Q from Prosecutor. Did Captain Tucker ever speak be¬ 
fore you, of erasing the mark on the aide of the bay mare i— 
He took part in a conversation, concerning the best method 
of erasing the marie from mare. 

'Q, Wat the grey mtre also included No, Sir. . 
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Q. Do you know, what mark was on the bay mare i —1 am 
vertaifl, it was that of either the lOth or 12th Dragoons. 

{The Court ai^oumed to Friday the Sd insta?U. I 


3d Novemberf 1815. 

The Court having met pursuant to adjournment. 

Sixth Evidence.—Serjeant Major James Armstrong, 27th 
regiment* being duly sworn* states— 

That on the 13th of September last, he received an order 
from Colonel Warren, to go to Mr. Galignani's office* and to 
purchase the paper of tl^e 11th instant; which he did ; and 
enquired of Mr. Galignani whether he had got a written 
order from the officer* for the insertion of a publication* ad¬ 
vertising the sale of an English mare; he said he had not- 
Evidence then asked* if he knew the gentleman; to which he 
answered* it was “ Captain Tucker* 27th regiment.’* Evi¬ 
dence then asked for Captain Tucker’s address, which was 
given him—he sent the paper and address to Colonel War¬ 
ren that evening. 

Q. from Prosecutor. Did Mr. Galignani write this paper, 
(No. 16 ?)—Yes, Sir, 

Q. from Prisoner to Colonel Warren. Did you ever ex¬ 
press to me any sense of impropriety* in my keeping the 
bw mare in my possession Until I knei^ of the Duke of 
W^lington’s order, 1 did not. 

Q When 5'ou knew of the order of the Duke of Welling¬ 
ton* did you then express any sense of impropriety, until you 
gave orders for me to deliver her up ?— I immediately noticed 
it, by ordering the mare to be given up. 

[ Here ended the prosecution on the Second Charge.^ 


Prosecution on the Thvrd Charge. 

First £vidence.->LieuteoaDt Duhioo* 27th Regiment being 
duly sworn* informs the Court— 

That he purchased the grey mare in question from Cap¬ 
tain Tucker at Cambray, about the 12th of July last; for 
which be paid the'sum of ten Napoleons (200 francs). That 
,at this titqfi the mare had a sore remaining ega its side* as if an 
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atttMiipt had been made, to erase some miu k from it—That 
soon after joining the regiment, the Commanding Offict?r 
ordered him to return the horse back to (^aptin Tucker; 
which he did, at the same time receiving back his money. 

Q. from Prisoner to Colonel VVarr u. Do you not know, 
that the little grey mare was returned by the dr.igocms to 
the Quarter Master • and is she not now in the possession of 
the Quarter Master?—She is in possession of ll.c Quarter 
Master : she was sent back to me by the Adjiit.int General 
of the Cavalry, by the Deputy Provost Marshall as supposed 
to belong to the Belgia i Cavalry. I considered it necessary 
to detain her, until the Court Martl.il was over. 

l^IJere ended the prosecution on the Third Charge.'] 


Prosecution on the Fourth and Fifth Charges. 

First Evidence.—Lieut. Col. Hake, iJ7th regiment, being 
duly sworn, informs the Court— 

T'hat being informed, the baggage of the late Captain 
Holmes, 27th Regiment, had been detained at lirusscls by 
Captain Tucker : he wrote to him on the subject, desiring 
him to send to the regiment the hooks of the Light Company, 
■and whatever effects had rcmainexl undisposed of, together 
with whatever raon^ remained in his portmanteau- in answer 
to which Captain Tucker wrote the letter (No 17) which 
was read to the jpouvt. 

Q. from Prosecutor. Did you give Captain Holmes any 
money on accounit of his company ; at what time; and in what 
coin did you give it 'About the 9th or lOthofJune, I 
gave Captain Holmes £38 in ducats on his company's ac¬ 
count. (A further paragraph of the letter No. 17» marked 
No, 2, was read to the Court.) 

Q. from Prisoner. Are you not aware, that the sums given 
by you for the use of the men, must have been expended by 
officers commanding companies, by the time the battalion 
marched from Ghent to join the army ?—I believe that to 
have been the case with only one or two companies. The rest 
of the officers »vere supplied with money on their men's 
account. It was not the case with Captain Holmes’s com¬ 
pany. 

Q. Do you not recollect ray telling you before I left 
Ghent, that I was so much in want of money for the men 
of my company, that I was obliged to draw a bill on my pri¬ 
vate account I do. 

- 'Q. fiom Proseeutor. Do you know any thing pf Captain 
.Holmes, as to his proceedingsj with regard to bis money 
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extremely correct with respect to his company’s accounts : 
more so than most officers. 

Q. What part of the sum piven to Captain Holmes might 
have been expended upon hi'; company’s account, previous 
to his baggage going to the rear ?—I should think none, 
in a conversation, which I had with Captain Holmes, upon 
giving him the in ducats, he told me, he had a consider¬ 
able sum in hand, wliicti he had brought from the West 
Indies, and which he meant to get rid of previous to his 
touching wh 4 he then received. 

Second Evidence —'^^aymaster G W. Crowe, 27th Regi¬ 
ment, being duly sworn, informs the Court— 

That it appears by his accounts Cwhich he producesyo ?' 
Court,} Captain Holmes had received as per receit-T-, t ; 
of ;£885 between the 12th and Kith of May last. <ni ii '; 
pany’s account Captain Holmes at that tiuic ' > 

him, that he had a large sum in hand in doubloon^ h.. 
to his company 

Q. from Court. Up to what period had Captain Hoir ;.' 
received money for the payment of his company, inciudm/, 
the sums you have now mentioned ?—Up to the 24th of 
May. ^.Evidence here produced a receipt of Captain Hohnes 
for the sum of j£2() on his private account.) 

Q. from Prosecutor. Was Captain Holmes exact or other¬ 
wise in his company tran'^actions ? -He was extremely 
})articalar and correct; and kept his own books when on 
board ship. 

Q. from Prisoner. Did you not receive S letter from me 
from Brussels, requesting you, to pay the amount of the sale 
of part of the late Captain Holmes’s eflTects to Lieutenant 
Colonel Hare ; and to charge it to my account ?—1 received 
u letter from you from Brussels, in answer to one, 1 had 
written to you, respecting some men of your company and 
Captain Holmes’s company ; the balance of whose accounts 
had been applied for by the Secretary at War; but whose 
accounts 1 could not settle, for want of Captain IIolmes!s 
hooks. In that letter yon may have desired, that I would 
credit so much to Captain Holmes’s account, on account of 
his effects sold: but! do not recollect it. In a note you 
afterwards wrote me a month or five weeks since, you men¬ 
tioned, that you had made that request in a former letter; and 
] credited tlie sum accordingly to Captain Holmes. 

Q. from Prosecutor. Have you seen a book of Captain 
Holmes’s, which has had a most material leaf, of tnoney 
issued, torn out ?>-I have seen that book : it is a book, in 
which Captain Holmes kept a memorandum of money, issued 
to his pay Serjeant. 



Thud £vidence.--'Absi&tant Surgeon Moijtvn, 27th rcgi- 
inent> being duly sworn, states— 

That at Portstnouth he had a conversation with Captain 
Holmes ; in the coui'-e ol‘ which Captain Holmes stated, that 
he had purchas 'd a (juantity of doubloons, for which he had 
paid at an enorniou> rate ; but that as they were for the com¬ 
pany, he would be no loser 

Q. from Court Did you understand from Captain 
Hclnies, that he purchased those in Portsmouth; or had he 
brought them from the West Indies i —He said he purchased 
them at Portsmouth. 

Q. Do you know whether Captain Holmes had any dou¬ 
bloons in his possession when on board ship; and to what 
amount?—He had, 1 should think, ten or twelve. 

Fourth Evidence—Serjeant TuoMrsoN, 27th regiment, 
being duly sworn, states— 

That oh the J5th of June, at (ihent, Captain Holmes 
had a purse containing a quantity of doubloons, of which he 
gave evidence two for the coinpnny's subsistence, and put the 
remainder in his trunk He took out of tlie purse about eight 
or twelve doubloons, and there still remained some in it. 

Q. from the Court. Can you speak more precisely, as to 
the quantity of doubloons Captain Holmes might have had in 
his purse?—1 cannot; he subsisted the company with dou¬ 
bloons from the period of their arrival in the country, with 
the exception of £20 English money: and on the march of the 
16th of June, he gave me three ducats, out of a green silk 
purse, which he^ouk out of his pocket. Evidence further adds, 
that the purse in which Captain Holmes had his doubloons, 
was a large white silk purse, too large to carry about him. 

Q. from Court.—When Colonel Warren questioned you 
at his quarters, respecting what money Captain Holmes had 
in bis possession at Ghent: what answer did you give him ?->- 
I gave the same answer I have given to the Court; that 1 
supposed there had been ^0 or 40 doubloons. 

Q from Prosecutor Was not the netting of the purse 
so wide, that you could sec the contents through it ?—No, it 
was not. 

Q Did not Captain Holmes also issue to you a number 
of dollars previous to the 15th of June?—He gave me ten 
dollars at Ostend the night we disembarked 

Q. Did Captain Holmes always enter in a book the sums 
he paid you ; and in your presence?—He always entered 
them; but not always in my presence. He was a very correct 
man. 

Q* Did you see the book of entry, when you received the 
last sums at Ghent ?—I did, it was lying on the table. 

. Q. Did you ever see Captain Holmes’s pocket-book, and 
of what colour is it ?—Yes, I saw it in his portmanteau ; it 
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pocket-book. 

Q. from Prisoner Can you state if Captain Holmes left 
the purse with the nnoney in it, when his baggage moved off 
from Ghent on the loth of June; and also the pocket-book, 
you mention ?—I cannot say 

Q. Do you know if Captain Holmes opened his portman" 
teau on the i6th. at Asckc, where we halted for the night: 
and do you know if he opened it on the 17th, at a village 
where we halted for the night ? - I do not know as to the 
16th ; on the 17th I know he did not. 

Q. fiom 1 rosecator What money or other articles were 
found on t aptain Holmes at the time of his death ?—There 
were found on his person two purses, the one orange, the 
other green, and his gold watch. In one purse were some 
large pieces of gold; and in the other a number of ducats. 
[An orange purse is produced, which Evidence believes to 
be one of tho.<e found on Captain Holmes ] 

Q. Who took the money and other effects from Captain 
Holmes’s person ?—A medical officer of the 32d took one 
purse ; and after he went away, I took the other purse out 
of his waistcoat pocket. A man, who assisted in carrying 
him down the field, took out his watch, which I took from him 
and gave to the Surgeon. 

Being asked by the Court which of the purses he had 
taken. Evidence said he could not tell 

Being further questioned whether the large pieces in the 
purse were doubloons, he also answers that he could not tell. 

Being again desired to consider what quantity of money 
Captain Holmes might have had in his purse, at the time he 
gave him the two doubloons at Ghent, Evidence says, he 
thinks there was as much in the purse, as what he at the time 
had in his hand, vix from eight to twelve doubloons. 

Q. from Court. Can you say that the money, which re¬ 
mained in the purse, consisted of doubloons ? —I cannot say. 

Q. Out of what purse did you receive the dollars at Os- 
tend ?•—He gave them me out of his pocket. 

Q. W hat number of doubloons had you received from 
Captain Holmes for the subsistence of the company, from 
the period of your arrival in the country ?—Eleven. 

Q. Up to what period was the company subsisted to, pre¬ 
vious to Captain Holmes’s death?—Up to'the 15tb of June. 

Fifth Evidence —Assistant Surgeon LAWOER,32dregimeut| 
being duly sworn— 

Prosecutor. State to the C'uurt what you know respecting 
the property found on the person of Captain Holmes, 27tn 
regiment. 

Evidence. Having been called upon by Serjeant Tliomp- 
spn to see Captain Holmes, who was. wounded, I went to 
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him The Serjeant told me, he knew there wai>-d ctjn^idel• 
able sum of money on hi& person; and begged 1 would go 
and take charge of it. 1 oid so, and found the two purses 
(which had been produced) in his breeches pockets. In one 
were seventy seven golden ducats; in the other were one 
doubloon, two half ditto, four 4-dollar pieces, four double 
Napoleons, four Louis d’ors, and two Napoleons. I akso 
got his silver watch. I am not perfectly positive, whether 
the purse with the Spanish money was taken by myself, or 
given me by the Serjeant; but both were taken in my pre> 
sence: nor am 1 exactly positive as to the variety of coin in 
the Spanish purse. 

Q,. from Prosecutor. To whom did you give over the 
above-mentioned effects ?—To Mr. Nicholls, Purveyor’s 
Clerk to Mr. Usher. 

Sixth Evidence.—Lieutenant MiLLEK, 27Ui regiment, being 
duly sworn, informs the Court— 

That on tlie march from Ghent, Captain Holmes was par¬ 
ticularly careful and anxious about his baggage, especially 
On the evening of the 17th June; at which time Captain 
Holmes declared his baggage to be worth to him, twice as 
much, as he would be allowed for it, should he lose it. Evi¬ 
dence being wounded was sent to Brussels; and about ten 
days after, his baggage, as well as Captain Holmes’s, arrived 
there; which baggage Evidci.cc ordered to be brought to 
his quarters: the answer he received was, ** that Captain 
** Tucker would not allow Captain Holmes’s baggage to go 

from under lys own care, he being second in command.” 
Some days after, Evidence went to Captain Tucker’s quar¬ 
ters ; and asked why he, bad received such an answer: when 
Mrs Tucker told him, no such message had been sent. 
( aptain Tucker asked him, what day he would come and 
see the baggage opened, lire next time he called on Cap¬ 
tain Tucker, .Mrs. Tucker mentioned, that they had opened 
Captain Uolmes’a baggage; and ** you never saw what a mi- 
** serable kitt ot things—and there was no money or papers.” 
Captain I'ucker then asked, if Captain Holmes’s servant 
was a trust worthy man ; as some of the things might be 
given to him, they being so bad be was ashamed to sell them. 
Captain Tucker then asked, what he would advise him to 
do; to which he answered, sell them; what is the use of 
keeping such things i Some days after. Captain Tucker 
shewed Evidence a letter from Lieutenant Colonel Hare, in 
consequence of which he ceased selling any more of Captain 
Holn>t!s*fc effects. The night before Evidence left Brussels, 
he sent to L aptain Tucker to say, he would take any of the 
efiects, which remained unsold, to the regiment. Cap^n 
Tucker -sent him a jacket and wings nearly new, a waistediat, 
a flashy and aBxhe papers that remained; as cdso the ledgier 



tlic company, and a memorandum book. (Which memo- 
ianduni book and papers are produced to the Court.) 

Q. fiorn I’roscciitor. Mi^bt not Captain Tucker liave had 
several ofllct rs oftlie 27tli regiment present, at the opening 
of the Imggage ?—l ertainl^' IitMiilght. 

Q- Were Captain Iloinies’s ettects publicly disposed of or 
not ?—-I do not ktiow. 

Q. Describe Captain Holmes’s portmanteau?—I cannot. 

Q- Dill Captain Tucker, at any time when you called on 
him at Brussels, mention tin: papers and books, that were 
found in Captam flolmos's baggager I understood from 
Mrs. Tin ker, in jncsence of Captain I’ucker, that no private 
papers \\ hatever were found. 

Q. from (!ouri i f what articles did Captain Holmes’s 
baggage consist ?—Besides the portmanteau, of a canteen, 
and bag it constituted a heavy load for a horse. 

Q. froui Prisoner Was I second in command of the bat¬ 
talion at the battle of Waterloo ?—You were 

Q. Was it not within your knowledge, that the bat-horse 
belonging to the lati- (hiptain Holmes was so dreadfully 
galled by the baggage, that its proceeding in that .state after 
the array with the baggage became impossible f—The horse's 
shoulder was very very bad when I saw it, about eight or nine 
days after 

Q. Do you remember telling me, that there was an Order 
in Brussels to detain the hag rage of the officers, that had 
been killed ; and also that the effects of several officers, who 
had been killed, were selling to any one, who would buy 
them ?—1 <lo not recollect mentioning such an Order. I 
mentioned that several officers’ baggage had Ijgen sold off. 

Q. Did 1 request you to bo present at the opening of the 
portmanteau and canteen of Captain Holmes.^—You did 
ask me. 

Q. Was not your answer—It is not worth while being 
present, as I know the whole of the contents; 1 would not 
give £5 for the w'hole ?—It is impossible I could have 
said so. 

Q. Did you not use the words “ I know poor Holmes had 
a very bad kitt?*’—J do not recollect. 

Q. Do you recollect my shewing the inventory of the 
effects afterwards ?—I do not recollect. 

Q. Did I not a^k you to purchase something of Capt.ain 
Holmes's, which you declined ? —Yes, the new jacket and 
wings. 

Q. Do you not recollect saying, that you knew what 
money Captain Holmes had he carried about his person ?— 

I certainly never told you, tliat all the money he had 
about his person. 

Q. from Court. Where was the servant with the baggage 
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uuring tihe two days, you said they were absent ?—I do not 
know ; I believe at Antwerp. 

Serjeant Thompson, v’Ytii regiment, being again called in— 

Q. from Court Have you seen Captain Holmes make any 
entry in his usual account book, of any particular sum, 
issued on account of the company, from the 1st May to the 
1.3th June ? - Yes, the sum of £20() after the 21th May. 

Q. Can you, from your own memorandum book, shew to 
the Court the sums you have received?—[The Serjeant^’s 
account book produced, shews the various sums received by 
him.] 

Seventh Evidence.—Private John Elliott, 27th regiment, 
being duly sw'orn, informs the Court— 

That he was servant to Captain Holmes: that on the 20th 
June he delivered his master’s baggage to Captain Tucker : 
that lieutenant Miller sent the next day to Captain Tucker 
for Captain Holmes’s baggage, which L aptain Tucker re¬ 
fused to send, as he said he was second in command. That 
on the night of the J7lh June, Captain Holmes charged him, 
in the event of not being able to carry' away the whole of his 
baggage, to part with the tent, canteen, bed, &c. but not to 
part with the portmanteau, unless he was taken prisoner. 

Court. Describe the portmanteau ?—Evidence. It was a 
square leather portmanteau with a lock, and a leather cover 
over the lock. He is suie the portmanteau was locked, 
when he gave it up to Captain Tucker : he left it in Captain 
Tucker’s bed-room by his order. 

Q. from Prosecutor. What state w'as the mare in, when 
you delivered her over at Captain Tucker’s quarters, had she 
a sore back ?—No, she had not; she had a small sore on 
her shoulder. 

Q. from Court. Did you lose any baggage on the road ? 
No, r did not. 

Q'. Where did you pass the two nights previous to your 
giving up the b tggage?—The first night 1 passed within a 
mile of Antwerp, with a great deal of baggage belonging to 
different regiments ; the second night within seven miles of 
Brussels. 

Q, Could any thing be taken out of the portmanteau with¬ 
out unlocking it, liy lifting up the ends of it ?—No, there 
could not 

Q, from Prosecutor. Was the regimental baggage in 
charge of an officer ?^Yes, it was. 

Q. In loading or unloading the baggage, had you ever 
any reason to suppose,.there was money in the portmanteau ? 
—No, I had not. 

from Prisoner. Was the officer of the bifggi^e with it 
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Hiien you arrived at Brussels ?—No, he arrived some time 
afterwards. 

l^Here the Court adjourned to the instant. 


4/A Novembery 1815. 

The Court having- met pursuant to adjournment. 

Eighth Evidence—Serjeant Francis Papa, 27th foot, 
being duly sworn, states— 

That he was with Captain Tucker on the day, that Captain 
Holmes’s baggage arrived in Brussels ; Capta n Tucker was 
at the time changing his quarters : that he was ordered by 
Captain 'Pucker to take the baggage (con.sisting of articles 
as appears by former evidence) to his new quarters ; where 
Evidence saw the baggage placed in Captain Tucker’s bed' 
chamber. He there examined the locks, and found them all 
sound. 

Q. from Prisoner. Wliat indaced you to examine tlie Mtdc 
of the portmanteau ?—Before 1 would give it to the servant, 
in consequence of an order from Captain Tucker, to jspe the 
baggage uil safe. 

Ninth Evidence. — Private Andrew Elliott being duly 
sworn. States— 

That he was seivant to Captain Holme^* that on the 
night of the 17th June, when the baggage was ordered to re¬ 
tire, ('uptain Holmes gave particular directions to his bat¬ 
man ; in case of not being able to get away, to throw away 
his tent, canteen, and all his baggage, txcept his trunk. 
I’hat Captain H< hues had f'requently given him charge, pot 
to leave his quarters, when he himself wrs absent, as he,k(^t 
his money in his portmanteau. The last time he gav.e bun 
these orders, was at a village near Ghent. 

Q. from Court. What articles had Captain Holmes in Ids 
trunk ?—A new regimental jacket, a sash, three pair of grey 
pantaloons, of which two pair were new, six pair of acw 
worsted sucks, four new shirts, four pair of old boots, and one 
pair of shoes. He had other shirts, but 1 do not know 
number. He had two blue coats in his bed. He had.with 
him in u small vajlisc on his horse, one shirt, one razor, .and 
two pair cotton socks. 

Q. In what state was his canteen and bedding ?•—His .can¬ 
teen was completed at Ghent; there we^ in it four .silver 
tea-spoons, one table-spoon and fork, and fon^ francs worth 
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(if rea. What tea could not he put in the canteer, was 
wrapped up in the bcd-caao. The bed was complete witl* 
two double blankets, mattress, and plllow-caset and one jjair 
of sheets. 

Q. In what kind of purse did (iiplain Ilolnus rarry his 
gold?—Fie carried it in a long white ei.nvu'. bag. 

Q. Did yen e\er Slit* Ca[)tain Ilelnu-'i’s poekc.'t-book ? — 1 
did , it was a red poikot-book, about i!ie si/e ol*a memoran¬ 
dum-book ; ii faNtened with a strap. 

Tenth Evidence—Lieutenant Colonel Ni:yn«)£:, 'iTth foot, 
being duly sworn, states— 

That as Major ol tlu' 'JTtb regiment, be was ordered to sit 
as President of a Board of Enqniiy, in order to settle the 
accounts of the late f'nptain (Jeorge Holmes. That in con¬ 
sequence of the old ledger, and several other mernorandunis 
and docuiiumts, not being f(»rt!i-coniing. the Board of En¬ 
quiry have found it impossible to settle those aecounts. 

Q. from Prosecutor. Did the mntilatimi of the memoran¬ 
dum book produced, occasion any difficulty in settling those 
accounts ?—Deeidecily so 

Q. Was the warrant tor Captain Holmes s stalf pay among 
the papers deliu'real to you ?—No, it M’as nor ■ 1 received it 
from Major Thoimiy : it is now again in possession of Major 
T'homas 

Q. frow Prisoner. Ai what time did the litiard of Evgniry 
on Captain lloimaf a accounts sit—On the ivh < ctober ; it 
should ha%^e sat earlier, hut I waited tor a schedule of the 
effects sold by jjouj which 1 have not yet got. 

Q. Was tl)L*Board of Enquiry put in regimental orders ? 
—No. 

Q. Did you demand from me any explanation relative to 
the effects or papers of the late Captain Holmes ?—No, 1 
did not. 

Q. What effects did you receive belonging to the late 
Captain Holmes ?—I eoi two horses, a jacket and sash, I do 
not recollect getting any thing else. 

Q. Did you not get any horse appointments ?—I do not 
recollect; J might have two horse collars. 

Q. Did not Lieutenant Miller deliver to you a saddle and 
bridle ?—Never. 

Q. Did Lieutenant .Miller make any remarks to you, 
when he joined the battalion from Bi insel>, respecting the 
little value of the things sold by me, belonging to the late 
Captain Holmes ? —J do not recollect. 

Q. Did not Lieutenant Miller say, that he knew the 
baggage was not worth five Napoleons ?—1 cannot say, I 
do not recollect having any conversation with Lieutenant 
on the subject. 



Klf’vontb Kvidcnce. — Colonel Warren, 27th reginicnf, 
being duly sworn, states— 

'I’liat iron) tlic representation which he had received, 
respecting the sale of the baggage, and the want of books, 
and various papers belonging to C'a})liiin Holmes, wliicb 
should liMvo i)e(‘n forthcoming; and oi'whicli he was informed, 
btifore Captain Tucker joined tin* regiment from Brussels; 
hr, i/rtiin-fj J./ridenant Colonrl Neyvoe 1o fonn^ with two 
captains o: the 7Tgmcnt, a Board of Evqviry to assist him in 
settling the accounts of Captain Holmes^ whenever Captain 
Tucker should join the regiment. 

When Captain Tucker did joiny he himself repeatedly told 
him to attend this Board ; and further^ from a representation 
of Lieutenant Colonel Keynoc respecting the non attendance of 
t 'aptain Tucker^ Evidence again repeated to him the necessity 
of his attendance. 

Twelfth Evidence. — Major Thomas, 27th regiment, being 

duly sworn— 

Q. from IVospcutor. Were you a momher of tlie Hoard 
of Enquiry, and did Captain Tucker ever attend, or did he 
send to the Court a list of Captain Holmes’s elVects ?—I was 
a member of the Board v)f Enquiry ; Captain ’fucker did not 
attend : he sent no list to the Court: none w'as produced 
there. 

(i. from Prisoner. At what time did the Board of Enquiry 
sit ,'—Some time, I think, about the middle of October. 

Serjeant Thomson, 2Tth regiment, b^ng called upon, 

states— 

That he was Pay Serjeant to Captain Holtnes*s company, 
at the battle of Waterloo. 

Q. from Prosecutor. Do you know what books Captain 
Holmes bad, belonging to his company at that period, and 
v\hcre were tliey carried?—He had three Ledgers, they 
were, 1 understand, carried in his bed. 

Serjeant Kelly, 27th foot, being duly sworn— 

Q. from Prosecutor, Were you employed by Captain 
Holmes at Ghent in settling the back accounts of the light 
company ?—I was employed in settling my own private 
accounts with him. 

Q. from Court. What company’s books had Captain 
Holmes at tliat time?—He had a ledger, containing the' 
accounts for seven months up to March last. 

Q. from Prosecutor. Is that Ledger now with the Com¬ 
pany ?—..No. 



I'hirteenth Evidence.—Mr&. Catherine Fliu;i’SO\', btin^ 

duly sworn, states— 

That she was servant to Mrs Tucker at Brussels, and 
was ordered by her to burn .'Oiiie papers ; a large quantity 
of them; and among them, a red leather cover of a book, 
w'itli blue paper inside She was endeavouring to pick up a 
bit of clean paper, when Mrs. Tucker desired her not to 
mind saving any of these, as they were only some old papers 
belonging to poor Captain Holmes, There was a great 
quantity of p iper, more than she could carry in her arms. 

Q. from Prosecutor. Had the cover of the book any 
strap to it ?—No, Sir. 

Q. Where did you take up those papers?—In Captain 
Tucker’s bed-room. 

Q. Was Captain Tucker in the room at the time?—Yes, 
Sir, he was 

Q. from Prisoner. Did you born any compan 5 '’s book or 
ledgers w'ith the papers ?—No, Sir. 

Q. Court. You have said, in answer to a former question 
from ■ aptain Tucker, that there was no company’s books or 
ledgers , did the paper which you burned, appear to belong 
to Company’s boolb ?— There was long and short paper 
written all over 

[A red morocco leathei pocket book was produced to 
the Evidence, who states, that the cover of tne book she 
burned was f that colour.] 

Q. Do you know any tiling of Captain Holme.s’s port¬ 
manteau ?~No, I do not. 

Q. from Prisoner, idd the papers which you burned, ap¬ 
pear to have been ever folded ?—There were some of them 
folded; they a|)peared to be greatly tossed. 

Q. How many days were you in Mrs. Tucker’s service ? 
—1 cannot say. 

[Here coded the prosecution.] 
f The Court adjourned until the bill instant, j 


Versailles Nov. Sih, 1815. 

The Court having met pursuant to adjounmiuni, 

and the prisoner. 

Captain Jolin Tneker, 1st batitalion, 27th regiment, 
being put on his defence ; 

read the loliowing Adtlress to the Court: 

Mr. President, and Gentlemen of this Honourable Court; 

a service of near 20 years, nearly the whole of 
which have been passed in the 27th Regiment; 1 .am fqr 
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the first time in my life, brought before a military tribunab 
to answer to charges, which if proved, must deprive me 
not only of the means of support of myself and my 
family ; but also nf what is still dearer to me. that honest 
reputation, which hitherto has been the hard e irned reward 
of so long a period of service Some of ihe ci iuies, which are 
imputed to me in the charges, and which this honourable 
Court ir called upon to investigate, arc of so gross a nature ; 
that not only my character as an officer, but even that of a 
man of common honour and honesty, must be affecied by them. 
Yet standing, as 1 now do, for judgment with all the awful 
responsibility, which Colonel Warren states I have drawn on 
myself, i do not shrink from the investigation either of my 
conduct, or of the motives which have actuated that conduct. 
Every thing, that can possibly be dear or sacred to me is at 
stake. 1 abide with confidence on the issue; well aware that 
neither the rank of iny prosecutor ; the artful address, with 
which he has opened the prosecution ; the studied ability, 
with which it has been conducted; nor the conclusions, which 
he has thought fit to draw, will in the smallest manner in¬ 
fluence the minds of those, b}^ whom 1 am to he judged ; nor 
the unbiassed opinion, which will be the result of this inves¬ 
tigation. 

The Prosecutor in his address to the Court, sets out by 
stating the reluctance, with which he has instituted this 
prosecution ; which, he avers, has been solely undertaken 
from neccssaty zeal for the service, and for the honour and 
credit of the regiment he commands It is not for me to 
arraign or question his motives; the Court I am fully per¬ 
suaded will fully appreciate them : but I cannot refrain from 
expressing my firm conviction, that had he nut judged it 
necessary to bring me to trial on the first charge, the 
remaining ones never would have been adduced a<;ainst me : 
and 1 think it will clearly be seen by the Court, that the 
origin of this prosecution must be sought for, in my rejec¬ 
tion of Lieutenant Frazer’s re-admission into the regiment, 
and the letter, ivhich I thought myself compelled to write, to 
the General of Division in consequence. It is this letter 
evidently, which forms the basis of the prosecution, and is 
the subject of the first charge; it is this letter which the 
prosecutor comments upon with so much acrimony, in Uie 
opening of his address, and which he emphatically terms the 
** gauntlet of defiance.*' A letter written, as therein stated 
“ under the influence of acute anguish, of sorrow, .agitation 
of mind, and distressed feelings,'* surely might be more chari¬ 
tably interpreted, than tb be converted into the intempe¬ 
rance of resentment at being ordered to my duty, and being 
obliged to relinqaigfi, what I had endeavoured to eeeUrc to 
myself, with so much pains aad risk ; to a wish to evadq 



pi quiry by appearing to 6»eek it; or to g.u» credit ibi 
unconsciousness of crroi, by a dissembled candour/’ 

'I’lie Prosecutor might well say “ 1 appealed from his 
authority, and flew to a higher one for protection and 
justice/* I certainly did. 1 presume that I may be allowed 
to state, that this right of appeal being fully established and 
recognized, it can only he in the manner of it, in which 1 have 
erred ; and I adopted no other method of making my com¬ 
plaint to tlMt higher authority, than by sending my letter 
to Lieutenant General 8ir Lowry Cole, and the copy of the 
previous one I had written to Major General Sir Manly 
PoTver, in an open envelope to ^'olonel Warren, requesting, 
not positively enjoining, as the prosecutor states, that they 
might be immediately forwarded. This mode of appeal, I 
conceive to be as perfectly correct, as the nature of the 
circumstance would admit. It was certainly making if 
through the regular channel, and also fully apprising the 
prosecutor of the nature of my supposed grievances ; it was 
the only means, by which I could obtain redress of them; 
and I trust the Court will do me the justice to believe, that 
1 was not actuated in writing this letter by any of the 
sinister motives, which the prosecutor has been pleased to 
impute to me ; but merely by those which 1 have avowed in 
the letter itself 

It will next become necessary for me to prove, that the 
statement therein contained, so far from being a calumnious 
and libellous misrepresentation, is founded in fact. And to 
do this, 1 confess it is with great pain and reluctance, that 1 
feel myself compelled to enter into the whole transaction 
between Lieutenant Frazer and myself; not with any inten¬ 
tion to criminate that oiiicer ; but to prove most incontro- 
•vertibly that after what had passed between us, it was 
utterly impossible that I could give my consent to his being 
rc-admitted into the regiment. 

The charge now under consideration, is unfortunately of 
such a nature, that I canrepel it by no other means, than by 
proving the truth of the assertions contained in the letter, which 
has been described by the prosecutor ** as a libellous accusa¬ 
tion, as direct as it is false, and the effrontery of which is 
only to be equalled by its malignant absurdity.”—These are 
harsh terms; it is for the Court to decide whether I merit 
them or not. The Court is already in possession of a copy 
of the charges, on which Lieutenant Frazer was to be 
arraigned at Bermuda. The disgraceful conduct therein 
attributed to that officer, during the passage from Halifax 
to Bermuda, was the common subject of conversation in 
the regiment, and so notorious; that Major Sir Thomas Read 
who commanded, judged it absolutely necessary to make an 
official report of it to Major General Sir Manly Power. In 



consequence of which, Lieutenant Frazer was put in arrest; 
and it was during the time that he was under arrest, that he 
committed liimself in the manner, which forms the subject 
of the fourth charge ; whiclj did not emanate from rnc, it 
being added hy the order of the I'ommamiing Officer of 
tlie regiment, who acquainted me, tluit among others. Sir 
jManly Power himself, had in one instance been witness to 
tlic disgraceful x;onduet alluded to. 

It will be necessary to apprise the Court, that there was 
another officer implicated in the transaction, whicli forms 
the subject of the three first charges ; that they were both 
in arrest; that a (ieneral Court Martial had been ordcired for 
investigation of the charges against them : and that the 
oflicers composing it, had actually asBcmhlcd; when a letter 
was addressed by both, to Sir Thomas Ueado, requesting his 
interference w’itii Sir Manly Power, to jirevent their being 
brought before tlie Court; expressing their deep sense of 
the impropriety of their conduct towards Captain 'Fucker, 
and the service in general; their readiness to make every 
concession ; and a tender from the one, who Iiad purchased 
liis commission, to be allowed to sell it; and on the ]>art of 
Lieutenant Frazer, who stated lie had no other means of 
support, to retire from the regiment upon half pay. Sir 
Manly Powder not being in tlic garrison at the time, the Court 
w'as adjourned for two hours, at the request of Sir Thomas 
Rcade, until his decision could he obtained; which was, 
that late as this application had been made, he would yet 
accede to it; proviiled it met my approbation, and that the 
parties concerned w'ould address a letter of apology to me, 
to be dictated by me, and which letter was to^be inserted in 
tieneral Orders. This decision was acted upon in the 
fullest extent. The letters were publi.shed in General Orders, 
accompanied by the following (iencral Order, “ Ensign 

G-having expressed a wish to retire from the service, 

and Lieutenant Frazer from the 27th regiment, these officers 
are hereby granted six months leave of absence for that 
purpose.” Major General Sir Manly Power will himself 
corroborate the truth of this statement; will inform the 
Court that he made an official report of the circumstance tb 
the Horse Guards, and received an answer, communicating 
the approval of His Royal Highness the Commander in 
Chief to the arrangement proposed; and which, as far as it 
affected one of the parties, actually took place. 

I have been accused by the Prosecutor, of Jjaving been 
on the most intimate terms with Lieutenant Frazer at 
Bermuda, and of leaving my wife and child under his charge. 
That this latter occurrence is most completely contradicted, 
and that the other is so far from being proved, that it is only 
said, 1 was seen once in the streets with Lieutenant Frazer, 

K 
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and once he was seen coming from my qnartevs: such was 
the ease. Once Lieutenant Frazer came up to me in the 
streets, and said, he had been the day before to niy quartei>, 
to apologize to Mrs. fucker for his unmanly and ungentle- 
manlike conduct to her while on board the ship from 
Halifax to Bermuda; and further informing me of several 
circumstances of his conduct, which he said he had drawn oi< 
himself. 

It is not necessary for me to detain the Court with the 
detail of this conversation. I shall only observe, that here 
ended, what has been called iny intimacy with Lieutenant 
Frazer. 

On my arrival at Paris in the month of August last, I was^ 
surprised to find Lieutenant Frazer had made his appeal- 
ance here, with intention of rejoining his regiment. This wai- 
communicated to me by k'olonel Warren at his own house; 
telling me at the same time, that Sir M. Power had said to 
him, that Lieutenant Frazer could not join the regimcnl with¬ 
out my consent; and requesting me to commumcatc to him 
the particulars of the transaction between that officer and me, 
which had been the cause of his leaving the regiment. In 
obedience to this request, I entered into a minute detail of 
the whole transaction, making Colonel Warren acquainted 
with all those particulars, which I have now related to the 
Court; and nearly in the same words. 

The result of this was a decided opinion on the part of the 
Prosecutor, that Lieutenani Frazer could not rejoin the regi¬ 
ment—this opinion of course I could not but consider 'as 
final. That such was tlie opinion of Colonel Warren at this 
interview, I Can prove, from his having expressed himself in 
the same terms to an officer in the regiment, who will appear 
before this Court- About ten days after tliis. Colonel Warren 
renewed the subject, and proposed an interview witli Lieu¬ 
tenant Frazer and me at his quarters; which 1 begged leave 
to decline, on the ground, that as 1 conceived the business 
finally settled, it could be of no use, and could only hurt my 
feelings, without being of any advantage to Lieutenant 
Frazer. 1 he prosecutor then proposed ; that since a per- 
^nal interview would be unpleasant, that 1 should write a 
letter to him expressive of rny sentiments on the subject, 
and my decision; in order that it might be officially 
shewn to Lieutenant Frazer, as it would prevent any fur¬ 
ther trouble. Tliis 1 complied with, and accordingly wrote 
the letter No. 1.5; a copy of which has been laid 
before the Court, and admitted to have been received by 
the Prosecutor. After this, it was impossible that I could 
conceive, tljat Colonel Warren could have any intention of 
allowing Lieutenant Frazer to rejoin the regiment. On the 
7$h of September, which was about ten or twelve days after-^ 
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>/ards, an order was issued, that tlie ofhccrs were to meet the 
Commanding Officer at his quarters on the following day. 
On enquiring of the Adjutant, if he knew the cause, he told 
me, that he believed it was concerning Lieutenant Frazer’s 
business. I dined that day at the Prosecutor’s house, by a 

E revious invitation ; and after dinner, being alone together, 
e asked me. if I would attend the Meeting to-morrow con¬ 
cerning Lieutenant Frazer's business ? To this I expressed 
my surprize, at such a Meeting being deemed necessary; 
and begged to be excused attending it; giving as a reason, 
that I thought the officers had no right to arrogate a power, 
they did not possess, after the official communication to the 
Horse (luards, which had been made by Sir Manly Power, 
and received the sanction of the Commander in Chief: and 
I added, I should conceive myself ill used by such a Meeting, 
the subject of one of the charges against Lieutenant Frazer, 
being of a personal nature against myself; but lluit if such 
were his orders I should of course obey them. His answer 
was pointedly, that he did not wish me to come against niy 
inclination : in consequence of which permission, I did not 
attend ilic Meeting: but 1 most solemnly declare, that be¬ 
fore we parted, 1 most respectfully told the Prosecutor, that 
should the result of the Meeting be, the reception of Lieu¬ 
tenant Frazer by the officers of the regiment; I should con¬ 
ceive it my duty to lay the circumstance before Sir M. Power, 
as an act beyond the limits of their authority ; to which the 
Prosecutor replied, “ but you know, a corp.s of officers can do 
a great deal.” The Meeting actually did take place on the 
following day; and although nine officers were present at that 
meeting, who were at Bermuda, and who werg perfectly ac¬ 
quainted with all the circumstances, as was Colonel Warren 
himself from my narrative of tlie preceding evening ; yet 
did they decide on receiving Lieutenant Frazer, notwidi- 
standing they must have known, that Major General Sir M. 
Power had before decided on the point in question. Thus 
was he received by the corps, appointed to a company, and 
put on duty—but not the smallest communication made to 
me on the subject, on the part of Colonel Warren. As soon 
as I heard of it, which was not until the third day, I wrote 
the letter to Sir Manly Power, which has been laid before 
the Court by the Prosecutor, and delivered it in person. 
The Major General will, himself, inform the Court, the 
steps he thought necessary to take on this occasion ; which 
terminated in an order, reversing the decision of the officers, 
and preventing Lieutenant Frazer from doing further duty 
with the regiment. 

It now becomes ray duty to point out to the Court, the 
causes which induced me to write the letter to Sir Lowiy 
Cole, of the 19th of September; which is the sulnect of tlic 
hist charge; and if I am enabled, as 1 trust 1 shall be. 
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clearly to demonstrate to the Court, that tiie complaint a?- 
ledged by me in my letter to Sir Lowry Cole, has been a 
just one ; if 1 can prove that Lieutenant Frazer, under sucli 
disgraceful circumstances, was re-adniitted into the regi¬ 
ment—that ill consequence of niy letter he was removed 
from it—that 1 was immediately after put in a state ol* Co¬ 
ventry by the officers—that it was then, and not (ill then, 
that the Captains thought it necessary that 1 should take 
my duty—that it was then, and not till then, that the bay 
marc in question was ordered to be given up in so peremptory 
a manner, without any previous communicution to me ; 
although Colonel Warreti knew it was in my possession 
long before, and when 1 obtained it, and the fact of his suf¬ 
fering two officers of the regiment, to retain horses they got 
at Waterloo, and which horses still remain in tfieir possession 
with liis knowledge, gave me, surely, a reason to think my¬ 
self harslily treated. If it was then, and not till then, that 
I was obliged to find a quarter near the camp ; and if not, 
forced to live under canvas, although I had a wife and fa¬ 
mily ; and that moans were to be resorted to, for preventing 
my obtaining leave of absence.—where is the calumny or the 
libel of this letter, which forms the substance of the charge 
now under consideration ? Tlie very striking coincidence of 
dates, most positively shews, that all these circumstances 
took place immediately after my letter to Sir M. Power; and 
as is almost proved by Lieutenant Colonel Neynoe’s evi¬ 
dence. 1 ow then, as the prosecutor states, have I aimed 
at the very principles of discipline and subordination, by 
availing myself of the only alternative in my power, to seek 
that redress, iu.y situation rendered so absolutely necessary ? 

A few days after Lieutenant Frazer liad been ordered not 
to do duty with the regiment; Lieutenant bn ith came to 
me, and acquainted me with the circum.stance, telling me, 
at the same time, that lie understood Colonel Warren was 
highly incensed against me, in consequence of the letter 1 
bad written to Sir M. Power, and of the re.sult of it; and that 
from what he could see and hear, he thought that most of 
the officers would not speak to me in consequence of it j and 
that the Captains had written, or were about to write an 
official letter to Colonel Warren, in order that I might be 
obliged to return to my duty. The observations of this officer, 
in a very short time, received a full confirmation. The first I 
met, was Lieut. Duhigg, whom 1 accosted in the usual manner 
of friendly salutation; but who passed me without speaking 
to me. Thinking he might not have seen me, 1 rode after 
him, calling him by his name; but he most positively declined 
any conversation with me. I immediately afterwards met 
lieutenant Harnett, from whom I received a similar recep¬ 
tion. Many others absolutely avoided me, when they saw 
, me approach; and it was evident to me, that I was in a state 
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lieutenant Smith, he took an opportunity of asking Lieute¬ 
nant Duhigg, the reason of such conduct; the answer was 
conclusive, and put tlic tiling beyond a doubt; “ the reason 
he did not speak to rnc, was, because of Lieut. Frazer’s busi¬ 
ness ; and as the other officers would not, he would do the 
same.” This 1 shall prove, by positive evidence ; and also, 
that another officer being questioned as to his motives, ob¬ 
served, “ that as Colonel Warren had supported them in Mr. 
Frazer’s business, they were now determined to support 
Iiini.” 

The date of Colonel Warren’s letter to Captain Downing 
sufficiently proves the time, at which the Captains determined, 
that I should no longer be excused from duty. My letter to 
Sir Manly Fewer iriif the 11th wSeptember ; that of the Pro¬ 
secutor’s to the Staff Surgeon, the l.'Jth, or 14<th. A letter is 
written by the Captains of the regiment, prote.sting against 
luy obtaining leave of absence; and, assisted by the Surgeon 
of the regiment, they actually .succeeded in preventing my 
obtaining that leave. To prove this assistance on the part 
of the Surgeon, I .shall produce an officer, wlio was present 
with me on the SOtli August; when 1 requested him to give 
me such a certificate of my wound, as would enable me to 
lay it before the Medical Hoard, that 1 might obtain leave to 
go to England : that he consented to it without any hesita¬ 
tion, and wTOte the certificate, which has been produced to 
the Court. Col. Warren asserts pointedly, in his address to the 
Court, that this certilicate was given merely for the purpose 
of obtaining a year's pay; and that I had converted it into an 
instrument to obtain leave of absence. The fact is, that the 
certificate was requested by me of the Surgeon, for the ex¬ 
press purpose of leave of absence ; given by iiiiri under that 
idea; and forwarded by the Commanding Officer for that pur¬ 
pose ; who in my presence wrote a letter to Sir John Lambert, 
stating, that he had inclosed Mr. West’s certiiicate. for the 
purpose of obtaining leave of absence for Captain Tucker to 
proceed to England, and which he begged leave strongly to 
recommend. This letter I took myself to Sir John Lambert’s 
quarters *, and the Prosecutor, in answer to a question of 
mine, admits, that he did recommend, that 1 should obtain 
leave of absence. What, then, becomes of Colonel Warren’s 
assertion, of my misapplication of this certificate ? Or, what 
reason can be assigned, why the leave, recommended on the 
30th August, should be thus cruelly prevented on the 18th 
September; except, that the one was before ray letter to Sir 
M. Power, and the other after it ?—Then it is, that Mr- 
West finds it necessary, to write a letter to the President of 
the Medical Board, which was to assemble on the I9th, 
stating, that he understood from the Staff Surgeon, that 1 
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tin's communication, Dr. M‘l)ougal told me ; that as Mr. 
West had further stated, that the certificate, he gave me, was 
not for the purpose of appearing before the Board for leave 
of absence, he was afraid it would not be in the power of the 
Board, to reconnnend me for the leave I wished. But, not¬ 
withstanding this, extraordinary interference on the part of 
the Regimental Surgeon, the Board still gave me three 
weeks leave of absence from the regiment to St. Denis; 
w'liicb was officially connnunicated to me by the Adjutant 
General; and which official memorandum I now produce to 
the Court. Will the Court allow me to describe the diffe¬ 
rent situations, in which 1 was placed on the 7th September, 
and the following days ? On the 7th September, I am in 
habits of the most perfect intimacy vrith the Commanding 
Officer, and the Officers of the regiment. 1 went on that day 
to Versailles with a family party, in my own carriage, with 
the Prosecutor’s w'ife, and dint'd at his house. On my re¬ 
turn on the 8th, the meeting of the officers takes place, and 
Lieutenant Frazer is received into the regiment. On the 
11th I made my representation to Sir M. Power of this act 
of injustice. And on the 12th, in consequence of my repre¬ 
sentation, Lieutenant Frazer is removed from the reginjent; 
and 1 am immediately afterwards placed in the situation, 
described in my letter to Sir Lowry Cole of the l‘)tb. 
What reason could possibly be assigned for this complete 
change, in the course of a very few days ; but the one, al- 
ledged by me in my letter to Sir Lowry Cole, and which 
has, in fact, been^admitted by Colonel Ncynoe, and will be 
proved to have been tlje sentiments afterwards of the officers, 
who were accidentally questioned on the subject ? Then it 
was, tliat the wounded state of n;y feelings urged me to write 
the letter to Sir Lowry Cole; which forms the subject of the 
first charge ; and which has been so severely animadverted 
upon by the Prosecutor in his address to the Court. 

With respect to the letters, which have been produced 
from certain individuals, who were passengers on board the 
Clarendon, at the time, when the conduct of Lieutenant 
Frazer called for my animadversion ; and for which conduct 
he ^vas put in arrest on his arrival at Bermuda; I must be 
allowed to express my extreme surprize, that tliat officer, 
having such testimonials in his favour, could have been in¬ 
duced to resign his commission, rather than stand a Court 
Martial. These letters are dated at Ik'rmuda, but do not 
appear to have been made use of by him, until his arrival in 
this country: the individuals were on the spot, at the time the 
resignation took place: their evidence would certainly have 
been called for on the part of Lieutenant Frazer, had the 
, Court Martial taken place; I can therefore draw no other 
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iiilfrence, than, tiiat he mu«it liave been persuaded of the iH’ 
efficiency, of what these persons would have adduced in hi^ 
behalf; or that the letters themselves are not authentic—at 
any rate they arc not legal evidence, unless they can be au¬ 
thenticated u,.on oath to lie tlie hand-writing of the persons 
whose signatures they profess to bear. 

1 tliinlc it indispensably necessary heredo make a digres- 
.sion ; and whieh I am enforced to. both in justice to myself, 
and to prevent an unfavourable impression from resting on 
the minds of the Court; and to take notice of an assertion 
made by Major Thomas in his letter to Colonel Warren ; in 
which he boldly states, that since 1 have bad a company, 1 
have been the greatest part of the time absent from the 
regiment. This is an extraordinary assertion I was cer¬ 
tainly once near a twelvemonth from the regiment, when it 
was quietly stationed in bicily, and when he was with it. 
But was J as quietly stationed } No : a dangerous and active 
service was mine at the time ; employed in the organization 
of Spanish patriots; and with a body which, among many 
other aihiirs, fought under my command at the glorious 
battle of Barossa. And it wus during this service, that 1 re¬ 
ceived the particular thanks of the late I^ieutenant General 
Campbell for my conduct, in an arduous and dangerous 
undertaking. So much for my being absent from my regi¬ 
ment . 

If I was conscious, that I stood alone, with respect to the 
matters of tlie second and third charges ; and tliat the com¬ 
mission of a similar offence but seldom came under observa¬ 
tion; I would not attempt to defend an ^tion which would 
then be rendered indefensible: but when 1 find, both from 
my own knowledge, and the information contrilmtcd by 
others, the crime, so emphatically dwelt on by the Prosecutor, 
to have been frequently committed ; and its commission far 
from secret; I feci assured, particularly from the peculiar 
circumstances of my case, that the Court will perceive the 
impropriety to have arisen from ignorance, rather than in¬ 
tentional delinquency, 'f he fact, of officers having obtained 
horses at the battle of Waterloo in a like manner, I believe 
to be generally known ; and but rarely censured. Several 
instances I am myself acquainted with ; and have no doubt, 
but that such instances have come under the observation of 
many officers. There arc but few officers who, if severely 
wounded, would reject the means of conveyance, their 
situation rendered necessary. When the body Ls suffering 
acute pain, the mind has seldom leisure to balance nice dis¬ 
tinctions ; particularly, when they offer no feasible objections 
to impede the course of our wishes. But these are general 
assertions j I will enter more particularly upon the subject 
of the charge, and prove my conduct on the occasion to have. 
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been neither actuated by such injustice or impropriety, a*^ 
the Prosecutor would attach to it. 

When severely wounded at the battle of Waterloo, and 
unable to proceed, from severe pain and weakness, I sent 
the man, who assisted me to the village, to try if he could 
find a surgeon to dress my wound; in his absence 1 ob¬ 
served a foreign soldier, standing under a gateway with tw'o 
horses. I immediately asked hijii, if he would let me have 
one, to convey me to Brussels; lie said he would sell mo the 
grey marc, (whicli was then wounded) as she had come from 
the enemy, if I would give him five Napoleons: the urgency 
of the case admitted not of delay ; I instantly complied with 
his demand, and mounted her by Ins assistance. 1 had only 
proceeded a few paces, when the roughness of her gait, from 
the nature of n'y wound, much pained me. It w'as then, that 
I saw tlie Evidence, Edward Weir, mounted on the bay 
mare, adverted to in the second charge. Here it is neces¬ 
sary for mo to rcnmrk, that the Prosecutor has positively 
stated in his address, that W(!ir was in the act of “ hasten¬ 
ing to carry off Iiis n^ounded brother;” when it has been 
proved, and by the man’s own confession, that lie had 
already conveyed him to the rear, and was rejoining his 
regiment, at the time 1 met him. '^rhis misrepresentation 
being detected, will happily aeijuit me of having deprived a 
soldier of a horse, .at a time, when he was so humanely and 
charitably employed The occasion he had for the bay mare 
having ceased, and my unpleasant and painful situation con¬ 
sidered, induced me to require him to give her up to me ; 
and to cause his p'ore immediate compliance, I lold him, she 
belonged to me. The man, .John llourke, whom 1 had dis¬ 
patched for a surgeon, had, a sliort time previous to this, re¬ 
turned : and now, with his assi.stance, and Edward Weir*s, 
they removed me from one horse to another, as stated by 
them ; but not by dismounting, as stated by the Prosecutor. 

I now proceeded on my journey, desiring Ilourkc to mount 
the grey mare, and follow me. The bustle, the confusion, 
and the crowd on the road to Brussels upon that memorable 
evening, might be partly conceived. Judge, then, if 1 was 
not anxious to proceed j and w'as rendered uneasy by an al¬ 
tercation taking place between Uourkc and the man, who 
had sold me the horse; which v\ iis occasioned by his wanting 
a grey cloak, fastened on the mare; and which the other did 
not understand. Angry at this detention, and knowing it 
would take some time to unfasten it, 1 desired Rourke to 
proceed instantly; which he did accordingly. 

I have now put the Court in possession of those circum¬ 
stances, which the Prosecutor dwells upon with such minnte- 
n^i—circumstances, which he has heightened with a degreo 
of acrimony, which I cannot but observe and lament i and 
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unsophisticated nature of the iacts I have related, corrobo¬ 
rated, in many instances, by the Prosecutor’s Evidences, and 
dictated by the simple truths alone, will, 1 hope, bo duly ap¬ 
preciated. 

Perhaps it ma}' not be wrong in this place, to review the 
circumstances in question, with respect to the heinous con¬ 
struction, which has been so pointedly applied to them. 1 
have been accused of having forcibly deprived a foreign 
soldier of a liorse ; and it has been [>Iaasib)y argued against 
me. To this i Jiave opposed the simple facts. And will it 
not appear from them, that, instead of forcibly detaining the 
grey marc, 1 instantly gave the sum required for her ? But 
it has been stated, that the previous owner of the maro 
wanted to take her buck, and followed me some time for 
that purpose ' Now, is it possible that a man, perfectly un¬ 
acquainted with the foreigner just mentioned, should clearly 
understand the tenour ofliis conversation; whether he called 
for the cloak; or for the horse. It will appear evident to all; 
that a person, severely wtmnded as 1 was, and particularly 
so near the knee, the rough gait of the grey mare must have 
been particulurly distressing ; and it was natural fur me, 
when a feasible opportunity presented itself, of procuring 
another animal, to avail myself of it. But it is the manners 
which has been censured ; and it now remains for me to ex¬ 
plain it to the Court. It has been proved, that Edward Weir 
was in the act of lejoining his regiment, after carrying his 
wounded brother to the r(‘ur, when I met him ; and could 
therefore have no i'urtlier occasion lor the b^y mare he then 
rode. It is almost unnecessary to state, it being so well 
known, that a soldier has no business to be mounted, wJien 
with bis regiment; and therefore that Weir, having per¬ 
formed the duty, for which he says the mare was procured, 
he had no right to refuse her me. I trust 1 have thus satis¬ 
factorily accounted for tlie manner, in which I got pos.session 
of the two mares, mentioned in the second and third 
charges. The first I conceived to be actually and bona fide 
my own property; she bad evidently belonged to the enemy ; 
and I had paid the person, who was in possession of her, the 
money he required. With respect to the marks, which have 
been effaced from the animals, 1 declare most solemnly, that 
I never saw them, until means had been resorted to for 
cflacing them : and that the operation was, as I verily believe, 
the spontaneous action of a foreigner, at that time in iny service, 
I most unequivocally deny joining in any conversation, res¬ 
pecting the best meuns ot taking out the marks. That 1 in» 
spected the animuls afterwards I will not attempt to deny; 
but it was then too late. No attempt was ever made by me 
to conceal the horses; or the manner in which they had been 
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obtained; my having them was known to all the officers; amt 
one of them particularly, by Col. Warren. When the motives 
which urged me to take possession of the horses were justi¬ 
fiable ; it is only by keeping them in disobedience of the 
orders of the Duke of Wellingtom, that I have erred. In 
order to do away with this, 1 have to state ; that this order, 
so much dwelt upon, has never been officially promulgated 
either to me, nor the officers of the regiment, cither by 
appearing in the Orderly Books, or otherwise : and I never 
heard of it, until the horses in question had been actually re¬ 
moved from my possession, by order of Col. Warren Lieut. 
Miller, indeed, states, that he mentioned, in my presence, 
that such an order had been issued; but 1 most decidedly 
avow, that I have not the slightest recollection of the circum¬ 
stance ; and, even admitting it to be the case, it could never 
be considered in the light of an official communication. The 
horses in question, w'cre immediately given up to Col. War¬ 
ren’s order. The grey mare 1 had bought, and conceived 
1 had a right to sell; but, in obedience to order, I returned 
the money I had received for her; and at this moment have 
derived no advantage from the transaction. 

1 now beg leave to call the attention of the Court to that 
part of the Prosecutor’s statement, relative to the 4th and 
5th charges. To oppose to each ]>aragraph of that state¬ 
ment, the evidence which has been adduced in support of it; 
and to make such remarks, a.^ the nature of the case may 
suggest. 

He commences by stating, that the late Captain Holmes was 
in the habit of k-ceping by him a considerable sum of money ; 
but this has not even attempted to be proved; and as 
Col. . ■ - - * has not sworn to his written statement, his asser¬ 

tions cannot in any way affect me as evidence. How little 
they have proved by testimony or oath, 1 hope to make most 
fully apparent. He then states, that the deceased was known, 
a few days before his death, to have had in his possession a 
large number of doubloons; and that he was seen on the 
morning of the 15th June to take out of his portmanteau a 
large purse, containing apparently upwards of forty; out of 
which he takes two, and returns the rest. The only evi¬ 
dence to that effect is that of Serjeant Thompson, who says, 
that on the 15th of June Capt. Holnjes had a purse contain¬ 
ing a quantity of doubloons, out of which he gave him two, 
and returned the rest; on being asked if he can a-scertain 
the number remaining, he first says he cannot; liut afterwards, 
being desired further to consider, he thinks there might have 
been as many as he bad in his hand at the time, namely eight or 
twelve. On being asked, if the remainder of the money in.the 

* This blank agreos witii the otnee c<^y of the Minutes of the Court 
u Martial. 
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purse consisted of doubloons, he cannot say.—There is some • 
thing very extraordinary in the evidence of this serjeant.—It 
appears, that he had been previously questioned by the Pro¬ 
secutor ; and that his opinion then was, that there were up¬ 
wards of forty in the purse. By this Evidence before the 
Court, iht coin in the purse could not have exceeded twenty- 
four pieces; but were they doubloons, he cannot say. How¬ 
ever, for the smallest glimpse of suspicion to be attached to 
me, it is certainly necessary first to prove, that this purse of 
gold was actually in the portmanteau, not only on the ISth, 
when the serjeant says he saw it; but, also, that Capt. Holmes, 
nor any other person, had access to it, from the time the 
serjeant saw the trunks locked, on the morning of the 15th, 
until it was delivered into my charge, on the 19tU. But 
neither of these things are apparent in the evidence. Ser¬ 
jeant Thompson cannot swear, that the purse contained 
doubloons at the time, except those which Capt. Holmes 
returned into it in his presence. But, even supposing there 
were twenty, or twenty-four, doubloons in the purse, what 
becomes of this trunk afterwards? Wliat evidence has the 
Prosecutor adduced, to convince the Court, that from the 
morning of the 15th, at Ghent, no person had had access to 
it, until it finally leaves the regiment, or until it is placed in 
my charge ? Serjeant Thompson takes upon himself to swear, 
that it was not opened on the 17th ; but he cannot swear for 
the preceding day ; and, therefore, all the evidence we have 
of the existence of this purse in gold, in the portmanteau, is 
Capt. Holmes's anxiety, when it went to the rear. 

It is far from my wish, to attach criminar^:y or suspicion 
to any otlier person ; but on enquiring into the character of 
Capt. Holmes's bat-man, it will appear to be by no means a 
good one Is it not possible, that this man's attention being 
so particuiurly called by his master to this trunk, he may 
have been tempted to possess himself of the treasure ? Is it 
not equally possible, that Capt. Holmes had removed this 
purse from his portmanteau, and liad it on his person at th« 
time of his decease ? Assistant-Surgeon Lawder finds one 
purse, and leaves the body—Serjeant Thompson afterwards 
finds another —a third person finds a watch. In whose care 
was Capt Iloimes, while Serjeant I'horapson goes for a sur¬ 
geon ? Bor it is natural, that the mind should more easily 
give its faith to things which are probable, from most usually 
happening, than to matters which are repugnant in their 
probability God forbithat 1 should accuse any of these 
personsot this theft; but because Serjeant Thompson saw a 
purse in the possession of Capt. Holmes on the 15th, at 
Ghent, Col. Warren boldly charges me, with absolutely steal¬ 
ing it from his portmanteau, on the 19th, at Brusselsy or 
$0016 time before the 10th of July, without once adverting 
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If) the various hands, which this trunk passed throngh, in the 
interval. The same argument might be applied to the rest oi' 
of the missing or mutilated articles. What proof is there 
that the pocket-book ever arrived in my possess'on . or that 
the mutilatiun of the memorandum book t(»ok place with 
me.^ 1 he baggage was two iiightt' on the road, in tlie mid¬ 
dle of a crowd of p(‘ople, and soldierh of different regiinents. 
The Court may recollect the bat-man mentioning, (although 
I see it is not entered in the proceedings,] that t)nc night he 
unloaded the baggage in a barn , and tint he left it, at one 
time, to go to a field t(» look for forage for tlie hor.se. Col. 
WaiTt?n has af‘ei(ed, that I statione*! a serjeant at the gate 
of Brns.sels, and conveyed it in s.'.fery to my own (juariers: 
this is an evident misrepresentation, which has not even been 
attempted to In* proved ; but in mder ch’arly to expl lin this 
to the Court, I shall procc'od to mention all the circum^tances, 
attending my taking po^sc^^io:l of thi.s baggage 

I arrived at Bru-^sel.s on ilie evening of the action ; and 
having no quarteis (here, ratabiished m 3 ’‘.eir, for the niglit, 
in the apartments of an officer of the Slat regiment nho was 
on guard. Tlie next morning, it was natiind for me to ( nquire 
about tl.o baggage; and heard from several person-, tint it 
had beiMi seen on the road to 'ntwerp 1 therefore sent on 
my serv.mi in searcli oi it, wiili a message to the officer of 
the baggage guard, that as the greatest number of officers 
were wounded, and at Bra-sels, I would advise it to be 
brought th<*re the servant mistook tlie road, and nevt r h ll in 
with it at |dl—the baggage, how {\ er, ariu' in the course of (hat 
day, not in ehSrge of an officer, but in a straggling manner: 
and the people who were with it, hearing I was in town, and 
the senior officer, found out my lodgings, and came to en¬ 
quire about their masters. Having ordered my own up, and 
given the servants every information in my power rt sporting 
the situation of the officers, it was th'.-n, f h it I received the first 
intiniation, that Capt Holnios’.s baggage w.is at my door, from 
his bat-man; who stated, (hat he heard his master was killed; 
and (hat the animal w-as in such a state, that he could no 
longer carry (he baggage. Was (here any tiling extraordi- 
Diiry m my giving directions, that it should he uiiluadcd, and 
placed in .safety in my own cpiarters? was it not my duty 
to do so a.® a friend to the deceased? <lid it not become im¬ 
peratively so as the senior officer of the regiment at Brussels ? 
and th second in command in the country,^ 

It has been ilwelt upon by the Brosecutor, that I took no 
steps concerning the hagg. gc of Eu.m.,!! Ireland, who was 
a o killed, t he answer i> plain ; - (his baggage di i not cotnc 
neither did I know, till three days afterwards, 
tnat this officer had been killed. Having thus unfortunately 
akCQ possession of Capt. Holmes’s baggage, from motives 
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botli of private Fi iendsliip and of public duty, I certainly dkl 
not conceive myself authorised to deliver it up to the requisi¬ 
tion of Lieut. Miller. It now only remains for me to prove, 
and that most ineontrovertihly; that conceiving, as second in 
coiTTiifi'Ml, thit the r<-sj)onsibilitv rested upon me ; and not 
knovviiiir Hi the lime, •)!' the arrival of the Head Quarters of 
the regiment. 1 did open and inspect the baggage ofCapt. 
Holmes, am! tliai, in the presence of an otficer of the regi¬ 
ment, who is nmv In attendance, and whose p<»sitive testi- 
11100 }% on oath, I have to oppose to tlie imfoumled and un- 
.siipported .isscrtioiis of the Prosecutor. He will inform the 
Ckmrt, of" the manner in which this baggage was opened and 
inspccrcd. It hc% who took an inventory of the differ- 
eiit articles; a ho was present at the sale of them; and who, 
in con|ii'ict!nn with me. minutely inspected every paper, 
before ••my thing vi'.'is consumed flow then can the prose¬ 
cutor have asserted, that the trunks were broken open iu 
.secret, nnther the subaltern of the deceased, nor any other 
person being present? flas he iiirgotten, that in his own 
quarters, on the 17th of August, (two days after my arrival 
here,) I lold Inm, who was present at the time ? or, has he 
thought, th-it this material witness, being in Knglan 1 for the 
reco\cry of his w onnds,hc could not atteml ' li vv.ml.l appear, 
by the statement of the Prosecutor; that it was not until he 
iiad received Col Neyuoe’s Report oftlu* Court of Lmpiiry, 
that e.tiiscs of su.sj»icion txisled, that I cid eorn'miied the 
robbery, and the consequent mutilation and destruetion of 
Ciipt. Holmes’s baggage, wbicb are ascribed (o nie in tlie 4'th 
Cbaige, and in the ^'Jtli Ch,ir%c: and Col. Warren m bis evi¬ 
dence sfu-'S, that be bad repeatedly direi*ted rue to attend 
the (-ourt. and that Col. Ncynoe bad reprcsenled to him my 
non-attendance. * Now it will be seen, bv the eviden-'e of 
Col Neynoe, that this Court did not. sil until i he Htb < )ctober 

Tlie -iiiiil.inty of this pa.ssasri', and soinr nllirrs, with thr ih f-nrlant 
Pcott'.s I'brI, I'too ;ippari nt, not lohoo •scivoil; anil tel Coloni-I Wr»n*cn, 
ajireeahlv to what Mr Sr.Trhlt st.itid lo the Jmy, i** niiwol'ni; to 
believe, C-ipinin TneKer lo hate bn'ii the author of tho libel. However, 
the 'uisrepiesi-n'at on, whieh appears wilful, is easily explaini-d. Colonel 
Warren fiimxil (h Hoard ol ICnqniry mi the month of August, before 
Captain Tii' ki r .irrived at v aim.-ot il quarters. I'h.il nentlfiiian did 
arrive shortly afterwards .sboiit Un latter intl of the month; on which 
tioloHi i Warren immediately, and n p.-atediv, des red h m to attend the 
jktai'd, as stated in the Colonial’s Cvnlence. Captain Tiiekei not atti ndiog 
the Uoairl of Enquiry, nor givim; any infoun.iiion, on wlneh the BiKii'd 
I’onld .Id, till’ rncinhi Vs dill no’ eonsider, tlii’r nn-i’t'iia, .md doms; nothing 
on the'■’nhii’ct ' ey were e.illed (o^otliei upon, a'a Sunn!; And hi reforn, 

agree.ih’'. tn in Evidence of l.u'Utenaiit ('donel Nevnoe, an I Major 
Thomas, the Board did not sU until the mhiiH oJ Ociobtr^ ulieii the 
m< iTihers chew up a report, s'atiiig Capiain lneker’s iioiraiurnd.inee: 
but Colonel Warren had opportunities of desiring, and did desire, 
t^laptaiii Tucker to alfend tlie Board of Enquiry, long before he v^as in a 
state of arrest. ' 



(Major Thoniiis says the middle of October,) because they 
waited for a schedule of the effects. Now I w'as put in 
arrest on the 21st September, by a letter from Col. Warren, 
(now produced) and on the 27th tlio Prosecutor sends me a 
copy of the charges, 'also produced) signed and sealed by 
him in his own hand writing. How then was it possible that, 
being in a state of arrest, and furnished with the Charges 
alledged against me, that 1 could attend a Court of Enquiry, 
of whose existence oven 1 was ignorant, and W'ho, f presume, 
w'cre employed in the investigation of these very Charges, 
or, at least, us much of them as related to Capt. Holmeses 
effects. 

J had no communication whatever with the Prosecutor 
after the 7th September, except by letter ; and even admit¬ 
ting, that he had previously mentioned to me the necessity of 
attending this Court, which 1 positively deny, was it not in 
his power to enforce the attendance ? Was it not, indeed, 
his duty to have inserted, the Court of Enquiry, in regimen¬ 
tal orders, and to have directed the attendance of any person, 
who could liave elucidated tlie accounts, which were to come 
under tJieir consideration } I never knew of the existence 
of this Court, until it had finished its deliberations, and 
then heard of it merely by accident. But however ill I may 
conceive ni} self to have been treated, during the preliminary 
stages of this prosecution ; 1 cannot but rejoice in the means 
which are now offered me, of exculpating myself from the 
odious bnputations, which have been alledged against me. 

The Prosecutor has himself asserted, and his evidence in 
suppoit of the prosecution fully ju^tilies the truth of his as¬ 
sertion, that the 'lery nature of this Charge implies the im¬ 
practicability of sustaining it by positive proof. How then 
shall he sustain it r Doc.s he suppose, that invidious reflec¬ 
tions on the character of an officer will have any weight 
wdth this honourable Court, unless supported a connected 
chain of evidence ? Does he suppose, that ail the circum¬ 
stances he has alieady adduced, detracted, and miserably 
deficient as they are, bear any proportion to the decisive 
tone of the Charge in question ? He cannot; his experience 
in the service, his knowledge of the laws of his country, must 
convince him to the contrary. How then does he act on the 
occasion? Conscious of the impossibility of supporting his 
charge, in the manner it might be supported, he flies from 
positive proof to inconsistent surmises; and, by an extraordi¬ 
nary assertion, infuses the superiority of circumstantial de¬ 
tail, to the plain nature of unsophisticated fact! And has 
he, indeed, produced, as his address promised, a connection 
of circumstances, so linked together as to offer perfect demon¬ 
stration? Has he produced that conviction in the minds of 
his audience, he labours so earnestly to effect ? The judge¬ 
ment of the Court roust decide the question ; they will no 
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(loul)t perceive the plausible sophistry of his arguments, and 
his perversion of the dearest rights of an Hnglishtnnn, when 
accused, namely, a plain and direct proof of his guilt before 
condemnation. 

I have now concluded the recital of such facts and obser¬ 
vations, as seemed necessary for my exculpation, and to their 
fallacy or justice the decision of the Court must testify. 1 
am well aware, at the same time, that they can bear no com¬ 
parison with the long and studied address of the rrosecutor, 
assisted as he has been, by time, and by all the interest, which 
his situation and rank in the regiment affords him. I have 
only opposed to his assertions the simple truth; and I hope, I 
have made it appear evident to all. 

The state of my wounded feelings, on the present occasion, 
are not to be expressed; they mock the efforts of language to 
describe them, and harrass a mind, already afflicted beyond 
measure. Tt is not for.'mysclf alone that these emotions arise— 
1 have relations, I have friends, who wait in trembling 
anxiety, the result of my trial ; who dwell with amazement 
and sorrow on the charges preferred against me ! I hsive a 
w ife and infant child ; who depend upon me for support; the 
tenor of whose feelings can onlj^ be imagined by those, who 
are acquainted with the cause, I nccci lot say, that the 
united force of these retfections, has affected my health, 
already affected by a severe wound, received in the service 
of ray country. .My countenance will sufficiently indicate 
the truth of this assertion, which needs no further proof 
than the knowledge of the charges against me. 

1 shall not take up the time of this honourable Court, in 
dwelling longer on the state of my mind and feelings: they 
are the na.nral companions of my situation, which can only 
be dispelled by the decision oi tlic Court. I await it with 
confider-f'c, trusting they will extenuate as much as possible, 
the errors 1 may lunc unintentionally committed. And 
when I adduce evidence of the highest respectability to 
prove the constant integrity of my character, they will feel 
astonished, that suspicion of such a base and scandalous 
nature should ever have rested on my honour,* 


First Evidence. — Lieutenant General Sir Lowry Cot£ 
being duly sworn— 

Q. from Prisoner. During the time you have known me, did 
any circumstance come to your knowledge, that would induce 
you to suppose me capable of commiuing an ungentleman¬ 
like, or dishonourable action i —1 cannot say there ever did. 

Majiy inaccuracies may be observed in the language of ibis De¬ 
fence; but it was thought; safer, to follow implicitly the office copy, than 
to prcsuaie at correction. 
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Q. Did you ever receive a letter IVoni Colonel Wuneiij 
forwarded by Sir * John liambcrt, enclosing a certificate 
from Surgeon West, 27th foot, rocoinraending it to be laid 
before the Medical 13oard, for the purpose of niy g(‘lting 
leave to go to England?—There was a certificate, but 
whether for permission to go to England, or for a remune¬ 
ration for your wound, I cannot at present say. 

Second Evidence.—Major General Sir Mancv Powea, 

being duly sworn— 

Q. from Prisoner. Did not the conduct of Colontl 
Warren, and the officers of the 1st battalion 27lh fool, call 
forth strong animadversions from you, {with the excepion of 
Lieutenant Colonel Thomson) in consequence of a meeting.', 
wherein they decided on Lieutenant Frazer’s rejoining the 
regiment, and his being put to do duty with it?—1 u«s 
very much surprised, to find Lieutenant Frazer was doing 
duty with the regiment; and I waited on Sir John Lambert, 
who commanded the brigade, to explain circurnstanees, that 
had occurred, respecting Lieutenant Frazer ; and requested 
he might not be allowed to do duty, as I had received an 
official letter from the Horse Guartls, “ that be was to be 
placed on half pay, in consequence of a report 1 had made 
from the Island of Bermuda.*’ 

Q, Did you ever inform Colonel Warren that you Jiad 
reported your arrangement, respecting Lieutenant Frazer's 
retirement, to the Horse Guc^rds, and the Commander in 
Chief’s answer to it, before the cnceting took place ?—Yes, 
1 did. 

Q, Did not Lieutenant Fra/cr, solicit at Bermuda, to be 
allowed to retire from the 27th regiment, from (ii>gracerul 
causes, to avoid being brought to u General Court Martial, 
upon charges to have been pioiluced against him by me : — 
I cannot say he solicited it; he oHered to make an apology 
to Captain Tucker, which 1 did not think sufficient nothing 
short of his retirement from the 27lh regiment, would be 
accepted of by me. 

Q. From whom did you receive the first report of Lieute¬ 
nant Frazer’s misconduct ?—IVom Sir Thomas Kecd, com¬ 
manding 27th regiment, to the best of my knowledge ; it 
was also reported to me by Captain Tucker 

Q. Did not Sir Thomas Kced. mention Lieutenant 
Frazer’s being seen drunk, in the streets of Bermuda, in the 
day time Yes, he did 

Q. Did not Lieutenant Frazer refuse to make me an 
iqtology, belore he was pul in arrest ?—To tlic best of my 
recollection he did 1 cannot say, whether it. was before or 
after being pbced in arrest. 

Q. Was nut the leave, which you were pleased to grant, 
to Lieutenant Frazer to go to England, for the purpose of 
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Retiring on half pa}', inserted by your order, in General 
Orders, together witli a letter of apology from him to me, 
for his conduct towards me, and were you not pleased to 
leave the dictation of the said letter to me ? (In answer 
to whieli question. Sir Manly l*ower produces the Ci'cnoral 
Order No. 22, of the 28tli January, 1815, at Bermuda; 
nhicli Order was read to the Court.) 

Q. Did you ever see I^ieutenant I''razcr, in a state of 
intoxication, in tlic streets of licrniuda, in the day time?-— 
1 saw him looking very odd. It was afterwards asked me, if 
I did not observe that he was drunk. 

Q. W as the decision of his Royal Highness the Duke of 
York ever cancelled, respecting Cieutenunt h'razer ?—No, 
not to my knowledge. 

Q. Did not the; tlien Commanding Officer, Sir Thomas 
Reed, tell you, that Lieutenant Frazer was a character, it 
was tlesirahle to rid the regiment of ?—In a conversation 
respecting Lieutenant krazer, he Sir Thomas Reed said, he 
had belter leave the regiment. 

Q. from Prosecutor. How long after your arrival in 
Bermuda might it have been, before you placed Lieutenant 
Frazer in arrest ?—The transport, in which Lieutenant 
Frazer w'as, did not arrive until about a week after I did. 
Immediately on its arrival, Lieutenant Frazer was placed in 
arrest, upon the report being made to me of his conduct by 
Sir Thomas Reed. 

Q. Did you ever see certain letters, now before the Court, 
Nos. 12, 18 and li-, written by two Naval Officers and a Com- 
missarv, who were on board tlie Clarendon Transport, in 
January last; and which speak very favouraldf of Lieutenant 
Frazer's conduct on board ?—1 have seen these letters, but 
not at Bermuda. 

Q. Was it not previous to yomsolf seeing Lieutenant 
Frazer intoxicated, tliat he relused making an apology to 
Captain Tucker ?—1 do not exactly recollect. 

Q. Was not drunkenness in tlie streets one of the 
charges, Captain Tucker meant to prefer ?—1 believe it was. 

Q. from Court. Who asked youi whether you did not 
observe Lieutenant Frazer was drunk ?—I do not exactly 
recollect; but 1 believe, it was Sir I’homas Reed. 

Q. from Prisoner. Did you ever inform Col. Warren, that, 
if it was the opinion of the officers of the 27th regiment, 
that Lieutenant Frazer should be admitted to do duty with 
the regiment, that you would not make any objection to it ? 
—I told Colonel W'arren, tliat 1 would not be a bar : on the 
contrary, that if the party concerned, who 1 conceived to be 
Captain Tucker, agreed to it, I myself would apply to have 
his resignation cancelled j but I did not conceive he could 
rejoin, until that was sanctioned from Head Quarters. 
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Q. Did you never tell Colonel Warren, that Lieutenant 
Frazer could not rejoin the regiment without Captain 
Tucker’s consent?—I do not recollect, particularly, men¬ 
tioning Captain Tucker’s name ; but, of course, considered 
his consent necessary. 

Q. Have the goodness to state to the Court, your opinion 
of me as an officer, and a gentleman ?—During the period 
Captain Tucker was under my command, at Bermuda, 1 had 
every reason to consider his conduct, as both that of an 
officer and a gentleman. 

Third Evidence. — Major Balneavin, 27tli Regiment, 

being duly sworn— 

Q. from Prisoner. Did you go to Colonel Warren from 
Sir Manly Power, on or about the 12th September, with a 
message; if so, state it to the Court?—1 went with the 
message; the purport of which was, to ask, if Lieutenant 
Frazer was doing duty with the corps or not. 

fourth Evidence. — Lieutenant Colonel Thomson, 2Tth 

Regiment, being duly sworn— 

Q. from Prisoner. Were you present at a meeting of the 
officers, 1st battalion, 27tli foot, as ordered by Colonel 
Warren, at his quarters on the 8th September ?—I was 
present, but cannot say the precise day. 

Q. State what passed.—The object of the meeting was, to 
take the opinion of the officers, whether or not they had 
any objection to Lieutenant Frazer rejoining the battalion. 

Q. Was not Lieutenant Frazer appointed in regimental 
orders, to do duty with a company of the battalion the same 
day, or the following one ?—He was. 

Q. For what reason did you object to Lieutenant Frazer 
rejoining the 27th regiment ?—1 had heard reports of the 
conduct of Lieutenant Frazer, whilst on board ship, and 
under the immediate command of Captain Tucker, that 
made me think very unfavoiirably of him; and the circum¬ 
stance of his giving in his resignation, to avoid being 
brought to trial, on charges preferred against him for that 
conduct, satisfied me, that it must have been such, as that 
he himself was convinced, if brought before the Court 
Martial, he must inevitably be bre^en; added to this. 
Lieutenant Frazer’s character in the regiment, for habitual 
intoxication, has been such, as to make me consider him an 
improper person to hold the situation of an officer in the 
service. 

Q. From the many years that you have known me, had you 
ever any reason to suppose from my character, as a gende- 
tnan and officer, that t could be capable of committing a 
disgraceful or an ungendemanlike action ?—I have known 
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Captain Tucker for several years, and do not know any 
thing on the part of Captain Tucker, that could induce me 
to suppose, he would act, unbecoming the character of a 
gentleman. 

Fifth Evidence.—-Colonel Walkkr, 58th Regiment, being 
duly sworn— 

Q. Please state the time you have known me, and your 
knowledge of me during that period, as an officer and a 
gentleman ?—I have served perpetually in the same army 
since the expedition to Egypt in 1801; and I know Captain 
Tucker, not as a casual acquaintance, but most intimately; 
and have always considered him, from what 1 myself know, 
and have heard, as an officer of most unimpeachable character* 

Sixth Evidence.—Lieutenant Colonel Milling, 81st Regi¬ 
ment, being duly sworn— 

Q. Please to state the time you have known me, and your 
knowledge of me, during that period ?—I have known 
Captain Tucker about ten years in the Mediterranean. When 
there, 1 always considered him as gentlemanlike, and par¬ 
ticularly correct in his conduct. Service has since sent us 
to different parts of the globe ; but 1 have never heard any 
thing to his disadvantage : and was gratified in renewing my 
acquaintance with him, whenever we met. 

Seventh Evidence.—Lieutenant Joseph Smith, 27th Regjji- 
ment, being duly sworn— 

Q. From Prisoner. Did Colonel Warren say, at the 
meeting of the officers, at his quarters, on the 18th Sep¬ 
tember, that he thought it was better I should not be present 
at it ?—He did. 

Q. Do you recollect telling me, about two days after I had 
addressed a letter to Major General Sir Manly Power 
concerning Lieutenant Frazer, that from observations you 
heard respecting it, among the officers, you thought, that 
most of them would not speak to me in consequence of that 
letter ?—I did. 

Q Did any officer assign any particular reason, for not 
speaking to me ?—The reason assigned by two officers, was 
your letter to Sir Manly Power. 

Q. Did there appear to exist an agreement or under¬ 
standing among the officers not to speak to me i —I suppose 
there was an understanding among the officers not to speak 
to you, in consequence of that letter to Sir Manly Power. 

Q. Was I not on intimate terms with the officers up to the 
period of my sending the letter to Sir Manly Power ?—You 
were on the most intimate terms with the officers in general. 
Q. Did you after the meeting of the officersi and after 
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my letter to Sir Manly X^ower, hear any Captain of tlio 
battalion say any thing, as to their preventing my getting 
leave of absence?—I In anl one Captain s;y, ** Captain 
Tucker wiil not get leave now, alter the letter he has sent to 
Sir Manly l^nver.” 

Q. Did voii e\er hear of Colonel \Vairen*» sending to the 
Captains for a letter respecting m{' :—I nas in Ilrevet 
Major Wuldron^!^ hut lale in the evening, when 1 !u ard him 
say, that Colour'! Warren had sent down foi- a letter, 
desiring it njight he sent to his (juarters immediatelv ; which 
letter related to C iptuin Tucker’s taking his iluty. 

Q. Do you recollect niy stopping at Surgeon West’s in 
my caniage. (-n or about the dOlh August, v\ hen he < ame 
to the door r)I’ it ?—’S'es, I do. 

Q. What flid I ask him for ?—A certiHeate to en.ible 3’oa 
to obtain leave 

Q Did he grant it, or not ?—He did. 

Q Are tiurc not two officers at pre.scnt in the hatlaiion, 
in possession of horses obtained at Waterloo ; and did not 
one riftheoi leil you, that they told olouel W iicn of it, 
after the bay ni ire wa.': taken irom me —'fhere is one. 

Q State what passed betwi'eu you and the lugeon res¬ 
pecting my certiheatr ?—He enr|uired p irtir nlarly about 
Captain 'I'ueker’s wound, mid shewed mr; the certificate seve¬ 
ral times asking me, if tlm*^ would do 10 obtain the object of 
the certificate. I have heard Mr. \Vv»t say, it was for get¬ 
ting leave. 

Q. Did 1 not request you by letter, prior to my arrival at 
Paris, to get nie a quarter at or near Neuilly; and did not 
the Quarter Vluster also, by C’olonel Warren’s order, strive 
to obtain <»ne for me at the .«:une time ^—You did 

Q. Was not that desire of Cf.lonel Warren’s, inconse¬ 
quence of a request of mine ? I suppose it was, 

Q from Prosecutor. Do you know ih .( those horses, 
which h.ive been alluded ti;, were womnded horse.s, tliat 
would have been shot? I have been told so 

Q. Did you I'ver see the two horses; if so, describe them, 
and if ht ‘or service, or not ? 1 saw one of them, after ('aj»- 

tain Tucker had written tlic_ letter to Sir M. Pow'er; it ap¬ 
peared quite .sound. 

Q. Ls t'le horse, to wdiich you ullude, one belonging to the 
Quarter Master ?—It is. 

Eighth i'videncc.—Dr. M'Doucjal, Inspector of Hospitals, 
being duly sworn — 

Q from PriMiner. Do you recollect my appearing before 
the Medical Hoard at St Denis—And what did 1 stale to 
be the purport of my appearing ?—1 do recollect; the 
purport was, to get leave to go to England, 



Q. Did yoM not observe, that in c.onsecjuonce of Mr, 
West’s .statement, you were afraid the Board would not re¬ 
commend me for leave to go to England ?—I may have 
made some siieb oh (.Tvitiou; and informed Captain Tucker, 
that Mr. 'Ve.st had toltl me, the rcrlific<ate was not given for 
the purpose of (ibtaining Icav^e to go to England; but to ob¬ 
tain the remuneration of a year’s piy on account of liis 
wounds. 

Q. Did the I’loard recommend n»e for three weeks Itiavc 
logo to Sf. Denis, in conNe(|nen( e of tlieiv eoncciving me 
unlit for duty ?—They liid. 

Kiiitli I'b'idenee.— Vdjutant I'enss, 2 Ttb Regiment, being 
ibiiv SM'orn— 

Q. from Priso«»er. Was this letter, (No 20) written ac¬ 
cording to (’oloiH'l Warren’s directions? It was. 

Q. I)id not t’olonel W’arren, subse--pient to this letter, 
dlow 1*1' cxci'ptious On Llw’ part of tvvo otiicer.> of the bat- 
{alioo, who had rejMinh'd to you, thihr having got horses at 
t!)0 1 ) ildc f>f atoiJoor—Wlien (’oloneJ Warren knew of 
their being in possession fif tliose lioise.s, he ordered them to 
be given up. 

(i. II.In any order of ilis (Jrace the Duke ol Wellington 
rciatlve to luirscs taken in action, lieen entereil into the Re¬ 
gimental <)rdt;rly books, or in any other way be«m ofiieially 
pronuiig.'ited to tlie officers of the regiment ?- - It was pvonml- 
gated t(» the officers 

Q. Was it not pn)innlg ited, when the grey mare was 
taken from me ?—It was before tltat. 

Q. from j’rosecutor. Did ‘‘ot ifnderstund from niOf 

that the Regimental Order alluded to, was in consequence 
of iidbrncMion, that there were more lior.ses in the regiment 
than tho e of Captain Tucker, taken in the battle of Water- 
io(' ?—1 dul 

Tenth hbidence. -Lieutenant Betty, 27 th Regiment, being 
duly sworn -■ 

O. Has any order of llis (jiMce the Duke of f elbngton, 
relative to horses tak^m in ac.tion, been entered into t!ie Re¬ 
gimental Orderly Books ? 'fbero never was. 

Lieutenant .losKrii Smith, being again called in— 

Q. iVmn Prisoner. Did you not hear Lieutenant Miller 
say to Lieutenant ('olotul Ncynoe, when the remaining 
effects oi' Captain Holmes wen; selli'u off, that he knew 
the jacket and sesh were the onlv valu . lio articles among 
liis baggige; and th.it lie w<»nld not liave given five Napo¬ 
leons for the remainilei ?—1 d d he:ir him say so. 

Q. Did vou ever liear Liouteniint Aliller say so a second 
time; andV so, mention when ? —1 did, in my own ro^m, 
since the assembly of tliC Court Martial. 



Eleventh Evidence.—Ensign Ditnass, 27tli Ilegimcnt; 
being duly sworn— 

Q. Did you not hear Lieutenant Miller say to Lieutenant 
Colonel Neynoe, when the remaining effects of Captain 
Holmes were selling off, that he knew the jacket and sash 
were the only valuable effects in his baggage* and that he 
would not have given five Napoleons for the remainder ?—I 
do not recollect. 

Twelfth Evidence.—Private Jo fin Elliott, 2Tth Regi¬ 
ment, being duly sworn— 

Q. What became of the tent belonging to Captain 
Holmes ?—It was left in Brussels with Lieutenant Miller. 

Q. Who retained possession of the horse Captain Holmes 
used to ride, together with tlic saddle, bridle, and valise ?— 
Lieutenant Miller; there was only a bridle with the horse. 

Thirteenth Evidence.—Private Patrick M'Gee, 27th Ile- 
giaient, being duly sworn— 

Q. Describe the state of Captain Holmes’s baggage horse, 
when you saw him at Brussels ?—1 saw him in an hour after 
he came in there was a hole in his shoulder, I could put 
my two fingers in. 

Q. Was the horse fit for carrying baggage ? —No, it was 
cot. 

Q. from Prosecutor. Was not that mare employed in 
carrying forage for Captain Tucker’s other horses?—She 
was once, about seven days after the piece had been cut out, 
and it was healing. ' 

Eourteenth Evidence. — Ensign John Smith, 27th Regi¬ 
ment, being duly sworn— 

Q. from Prisoner. State to the Court what you know res¬ 
pecting Captain Holnoes’s baggage ? — On the baggage being 
brought to Brussels. Captain Holmes’s bat-man asked Cap¬ 
tain Tucker, what should be done with his master’s baggage, 
as the horse was sinking under his load. Captain Tucker 
ordered it to his own quarters. Some days after. Captain 
Tucker employed a man to open Captain Holmes’s baggage. 
Evidence took an inventory of the effects, of which he be¬ 
lieves the inventory produced by Captain Tucker to be a 
true copy. A few days after the baggage was opened, an in¬ 
habitant of Brussels came to Captain Tucker, and told him, 
he was in the habit of purchasing the effects of deceased 
officers Part of the effects of the late Captain Holmes were 
sold to this man—an inventory being at the same time taken 
of what they sold for. The remainder of the things were 
tfsnt up some time after to the regiment, under the care of 
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Lieutenant Miller. The only things I saw, of any value, 

were the jacket and sash. « , , 

Q. Could any thing have been taken out of the baggage, 
while in my possession, without your knowledge ?—Nothing. 

Q. Were there any valuable effects or money m the port¬ 
manteau or canteen.—None. 

Q. Were there any Ledgers taken out of the mattrass, or 
any other part of the baggage ?— There was one Ledger. 

Q. Were there any papers or books that gave an insight 
into his public accounts, except the Ledger and some ab¬ 
stracts J-Nothing, except a letter from Major Kerstemau 

respecting Captain Holmes’s staff pay. ^ 

Q. At the time the baggage of Captain Holmes was 
opened, did you with me minutely inspect all the papers 

contained therein ?—I did. , . , ^ ^ 

O. Was there a pocket-book m the portmanteau, ot other 
baggage of Captain Holmes'-There was a small red 
leather book, which contained remarks on the Light Infantry 

manoeuvres in manuscript. t • * 

Q Do YOU not recollect my requesting Lieutenant Miller 

to be present at the opening of Captain Holmes s baggage ; 
and if so, what was his answer ?-I do; he said, there would 
be no use in his being present, as he knew the whole of Cap¬ 
tain Holmes’s baggage, and would not give five Najpoleons 
for it, adding, there is Tom there, (meaning the Evidence) 

he will be sufficient. . ivruiai. 

Q Do you not recollect my shewing Lieutenant Miller 

the invento^ of Captain Holmes’s effects; and tlid he make 

any rl^rkTon the^cciuion'-I do, ho said, “ I 

vou ffot BO much— I know poor Holmes Had a very bad kitt. 

^ Q Do you not recollect Lieutenant Miller tdhng me, 
th^ what money Captain Holmes had, he knew he always 

"‘oTwhat is the character of John Elliott'-Lieutenant 
Millpr has said* he was a bad character; 

“S from ftosecutor. Are not you and L.euUnant Joseph 
Smith brothcrs-in law to Captain Tucker '- We a^. 

Q. Was there any tea found in the valise, 

a Canyon aWte what the 

were aevcral old tin canisters, a ' olated tea- 

and spoon, two sUver tea-spoons, and two plated tea 

“'a”Were you present when the articles were soldi-1 

"‘S. In what state was the portmanteau when opened, wa. 

opEet^dftTUoleof thS bagg^ taken out'-Cap- 
tiin Tucker, Mrs. Tucker, and mysell. 
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Q. Was there any quantity of paper dcbtroycd ?—'Fheic 
Has nothing, except wlmt packed the canteen, out of an 
old French account book, and the small manuscript I have 
before mentioned. 

Q. from Prisoner Did Jdeiitenant Cradock express any 
thing at Captain Tucker's quarters respecting Captain 
Holmes’s baggage; if so, state it?—lie said, be tlmught ii 
would he madrmss to send the baggage to the regiment, in 
the state the horse was in; and that Captain Tucker was 
right in detaining it. 

(The Court adjourned to the 9th instanl.J 


Versaillesj Noi'. 9i/i^ 1815. 

The Court hav ing met [>ursnant to atljournincntl, 

Major General Sir Fredekick Adam being duly sworn — 

Q. from Prisoner, Have you not known n«e for several 
years, and did not I serve with the second battalion, UTth 
regiment, in the advance corps under your command, on the 
Eastern coast of Spain ? From the knowledge you acquired 
of me please to state to the Court your opinion.—1 have 
known Captain Tucker for several 5 'ears; he served under 
my command on the Eastern coast ol‘ Spain. J had a very 
good opinion of Captain 'I'ucker as an odicer, and the same 
as an individual, as.far as my knowleiige went. 1 do not re¬ 
member ever to have heard any thing to Captain Tucker’s 
disadvantage. 

\J 1 ere closed the Defence.']^ 


REJOINDER OF THE PROSECUTOR. 

It is with much satisfaction I perceive, that I shall not 
have occasion, to detain the attention of the Court, be¬ 
yond a few moments The necessity of the measures I 
adopted, in bringing the I'risoner before tins tribunal, and 
the'motives that solely influenced my conduct, have been 
rendered apparent in the course of the trial It has been 
seen, that 1 was inclined to shew him every indulgence; and 
that I was only too late in believing him capable of the 
offences, which have been submitted to the judgment of this 
Court 

,.l have little to add to the statement, with which I opened 
the proceedings; a statement which, far from exaggerating, 



ffli far short of the detection of facts^ which itave been given 
in evidence. 

To enter upon a lengthened refutation of the defence at¬ 
tempted by the Prisoner, to shew the fallacy of his allega¬ 
tions and arguments, w€>re to waste the time of the Courts 
and trifle with its patience and understanding, in idly com¬ 
bating shadows. The deep impression of facts is not to be 
effaced, by gratuitous assertion. 

In what way has the Prisoner attempted to ntect the first 
charge f a charge, which Was proved, by the mere production 
of that letter, so replete with libellous denunciations. Every 
effort he has made to repel that charge, has evinced an im- 
n)itigutcd spirit of accusation ; a defermined persistence in 
aspersion, and a wanton indifference for the feelings, or cha¬ 
racter. of the objects of his indiscriminate slander, which can 
have excited only, indignation, or contempt. He has sought 
slielter from the consequences of his former libel, by volun¬ 
teering new ones, lie shewed himseli prepared, to impeach 
the character of men, of unquestionable honour, whose ab¬ 
sence, and Ignorance of the proceedings of this Court, seemed 
to insure impunity from the danger of refutation ; if his pro¬ 
pensity for defamation had not met, from the Court, the early 
check, it deserved.* What has it availed him, to attempt 
to prove, that Lieutenant Frazer was unfit to be received 
in the 27th regiment i What has it availed him, to strive to 
undermine and destroy his character, without affording him 
the opportunity of defence; when he had refused to en¬ 
counter him by an open accusation ? How would it avail him, 
to prove, as he has attempted, that other pfiicers held the 
same opinion of Lieutenant Frazer; when it, at the same 
same time, appears, that that opinion depended upon the 
truth of the Prisoner's representations ? I still insist, that, 
had he demonstrated all he has attempted ; had he made it 
evident to the Court, that Lieutenant Frazer is as unwortJiy, 
as his imagination, so fertile in aspersion, would deqjiet him ; 
I still insist, that by such proof he w'ould only have aggra¬ 
vated his own offence, in having so obstinately withheld all 
demonstration of such criminality, when called upon, so re- 
peatedly^ to disclose it to the regiment. But failing, as be 
has done, in this ungracious attempt, the accusation recoils 
on his own head with redoubled force ; and, if he might be 
abashed, would overwhelm him with confusion. 

As to that part of the libel, which is directed against my¬ 
self individually, as it was proved to be false and malignant, 
by evidence and documents it was impossible to invalidate; I 
shall pass unnoticed his puny efforts at defence. I leave him to 
enjoy, as he terms it,“ the agitation of his distressed feelings.’* 

This alludes to somclhinir, that happened on the Defence, but does 
not appear in these Minutci. 
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I ]ia\c kTt, iiko, the second and third chargcfi, a*:'- 

they btiind ujion the vtcoveU of thu Court, proved, as tlu’v 
are, even in the minutest particular, beyond the possibilii v 
of cavilling ; if my attention had not been unluckily arresieit 
by the prisoner, to notice the rough trot of the grey mare. 
He cross-examines the evidence, to prove to the Court, tlmr 
the grey mare trotted higli and rough, and the consequei 2 t 
necessity, as he was severely wounded just below the knee, 
of/inding an animal of easier paces. It is certainly to be 
regretted, timt, for his own ease and comfort, he had not 
hrst tried the canter of the grey mure, which has beer, 
since found, to be remarkably gentle and lady-like. 

One word more I have to say, on the subject of these 
charges. It wa'j thought necessary, in support of them, to exa¬ 
mine M Geo, a soldier, who had been, according to the state¬ 
ment of the rris'mer, his confidential servant; though he had 
lived with him only from about three days before the battle ol 
Waterloo, till the time of the Prisoner’s being put in arrest: 
and who, on the very day after being ordered to his Company, 
being too dirfy to appear at the inspection of the General, 
was placeil as one of the camp guards, w'here he got drunk, 
aiid has been since twice in confinement, and often reported 
absent all night. The Court must have observed, that tlii.^ 
r*i'T‘(iee was an unwilling witrte.ss ; he was implicated in the 
liansaction, But it is found necessary, even in cases of the 
deepest atrocity, to have recourse, sometimes, to the testi¬ 
mony of accom|)lices. In this instance, though the truth wa.'i 
forced from him, it was easy to see his leaning towards the 
Prisoner. And ;^vhat did lie prove by his cross-examination: 
Why, that he had been strictly examined in ray room, and 
ordered to tell the truth, and warned of the consequences ot 
prevarication. It was the evident object of the Prisoner to 
insinuate, that it w'as cither criminal, or highly improper, in 
me to examine witnesses previous to trial; as if it would not 
liave been much more improper, and perhaps even criminal, 
in me to have preferr(‘d such charges, without first ascertaiu- 
ing, by w'hat evidence they were to be supported. Is he so little- 
acquainted with the laws of Kngland, as not to know, that no 
man is called upon to plead to an indictment, till a grand 
jury have found, by a previous examination of witnesses, 
that tliere is snfficient evidence, to bring him to trial ? But 
tlie Prisoner, iu the blind fury of defamation, w'ould impugn 
the tgost ju.**! and niorcirul provision of the law, and attack 
the strongest bulw^ark of personal liberty. 

Pas.sing from these, to the more serious and disgraceful 
offences, alledged against the IVisoner in tlie fourth and fifth 
charges ; can there remain a doubt of his guilt ? The Imrn- 
ing and imilik'iion cf the papers, by the order, or with the 
connivance of the riiaonei, ii' demoiuitruled by the positive 
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evidence of the person, wljo destroyed them, and by the ap¬ 
pearance of those that remain. The nature, the quantity, and 
the importance oi’ those papers have been also proved. The 
repeated denial by the Prisoner, of the existence of any such 
papers, is a strong circumstance of suspicion against Him, as 
connected with the evidence on the fourih charge, which 
shew’s the motive for the destruction of those papers 

'fhe breaking open of the trunks of Captain Holme-s is 
admitted; and that no account of the sale of the effects has 
been given, except, requesting the Paymaster to credit the 
account of the deceased with 121 ‘ francs. 

It is not pretended, that any inventor}? has been given of 
the effects of the deceased to the senior Major of the regi¬ 
ment, from the date of the action of Waterloo, up to this 
day. And what is the excuse of the Prisoner ? “ He is not 
aware, that any regimental order was issued on the subject.’* 
Now, if this were the fact, is it not a strange plea to be set 
ap by a man, who boasts, in his letter to the General, “ that 
for eighteen years he had ever upheld the character of an 
fcdficer and a gentleman and yet neglects a part of his 
duty, which every Ensign is presumed to be acquainted 
vith; and this, too, after having been applied to on tJic sub- 
,ect, in a way, that appeared to have irritated his feelings ? 
But look at his letter to Colonel Hare, on this very point; 
he there states, that the medical officcr.s at Brussels had 
•>rdcred him to England, on account of his wounds; but 
that the manner, in which Colonel Hare had taken up the 
i^ubject of Captain Holmes’s baggage, had determined hiia 
to come, on that account, to Paris, there to answer all 
further enquiries personally. What docs this bluster end 
in ? When charged with rendering no satisfactory account 
of this baggage; after remaining, more than six weeks, in the 
neighbourhood of the regiment; and having necessarily daily 
communication with it; and knowing, thereff>re, that cn- 
quirie.s were proceeding on the subject, he attempts to shel¬ 
ter himself, by saying, he had seen no regimental Order. 
What is his next resource ? the attempt to depreciate the 
baggage, by proving, that officers, who had an opportunity 
of knowing, or guessing, its worth, bad thought it of little 
value. In this attempt he has completely failed. Tlie 
officers have directly negatived bis questions ; and the ser¬ 
vant of the deceased has given in an inventory to the Court 
of articles, which mu.‘st have been much undersold by the 
Prisoner, if they brought in only 121J francs. 

But, if those articles were of so little value ; if.there were 
no papers, but such a.s are produced to the Court, which are 
*'vidently of no importance; whence aro.se the extreme, the 
remarkable anxiety of the deceased ? Why did he order his 
canteen, which is proved to have been of some value, his 



bt'd, Ills lent, and c\cn his books, to be tlirow'n away, tc? 
preserve his trunk ? a short investigation of the state of hia 
Company’s account, will elucidate this apparent mystery. 

It appears, by the report of the Board of Knijuiry, sub¬ 
mitted to the Court, that Captain Holmes was indebted, at the 
time of his death, on account of his Company, £]2(i 7s Sd, 
From his well known character for precision and correct¬ 
ness, it was to he presumed, he had this money in his pos¬ 
session. How stands the evidence as to this point i it is 
proved by the Paymaster, that between the 12th and 17th 
May he paid the deceased, on account of his Company, 
; and that he was, at the same time, informed bv him, 
that he had, in his possession, a number of doubloons and 
dollars, belonging to his Company. Mr. Martyn, the Assist¬ 
ant Surgeon, proves, that he saw a number of doubloons, 
amounting to ten or twelve, in the possession of Captain 
Holmes. Taking them only at ten, and at the same price, at 
which he issued them, that is, £3 14.5 Sd. each, they amount 
to £H7 Gs. Hd., making together, w th what he received from 
the Paymaster, a sum of £37^ 6s 8d independent of the 
dollars, which, it is stated, and as appears by the Pay Ser¬ 
jeant’s book, w re in possession of Captain Holmes. 

Now, it appears by the Pay Serjeant’s book, that, from 
the arrival of the regiment in England, up to the l.'lth June, 
independent of the dollars and ducats received from Colonel 
Hare, which are not taken into the account, he received, in 
the whole, only £306 11.5. 6d ; which alone would leave a 
balance in the hands of Captain Holmes, of £65 15s. ^d. 

This sum, at all events, there is every reason to suppose, 
was safely deposited in the trunk ; since there is no other 
way of accounting (or it No part of it can be presumed, to 
have composed the sum, found on the person of the deceased ; 
since the ducats, which were in one purse, are not, as I have 
stated, taken into this account; ana the money, which was 
found in the other purse, may well be supposed to be the 
remains of the jC 20, which the Paymaster has proved to have 
paid him, on his private account, at Portsmouth, and of the 
442 10'., which he had received not a fortnight before, on 
account of batt and forage.^ 

• Thus Car the R(.ply was in writing. The Piosecutor, not hating had 
Um^to cnmiiiit the reinaiii 'er of hi» idyas to paper, after reatling the 
::^bove, addreistd the Court verbally, on other heads that Ciillt'd for oh 
servatioijs; which nut being niiuutt^dowo by the Deputy Judge Acho- 
rate, accounts for the abrupt conclusion of the Ueply, as it apircjirs in 
these Minutes. 

# 



OPINION AND SENTENCE. 


TheCouht having duly, and maturely, weighed and con¬ 
sidered the evidence, brought in support of the prosecution, 
together with what has been ailedged by the prisoner in 
liis defence, are of opinion, that with respect to the Isi 
Charge: vie. 

Highly insubordinate' and disrespectful conduct, in 
writing a certain letter, purporting to bear date on the 19th 
September, 1815, and Addressed to Lieutenant General Sir 
Lowry Cole; wherein certain motives and conduct are 
imputed to the officers of the I st battalion, C^Tth regiment, 
deeply implicating their character, us u corps . and wherein 
the conduct of Colonel Warren, comnmnding the Ist 
battalion, 27th regiment, is coinpluiued of, and in many 
instances is falsely represented, thereby attempting in 
asperse the character of the Commanding Officer, and the 
Officers of the Battalion.'* 

On which the Court are of opinion, that the Prisoner is 
Not Guilty; and do therefore acquit him 
The Court do find the Prisoner Guilty op the wholc 
THE 2no Charge viz. 

For scandalous and infamous conduct, unbecoming the 
character ot an officer and a gentleman, in forcibly taking 
and converting to his own use, on or -.-bout the 18th June 
last, and afterwards keeping in liiik possession, at Brussels, cony 
Srary to the Orders ot Field Marshal His Grace the Duke of 
Wellington. u certain Bay Mare, belonging to some British 
'^eginient of dragoons, or regiment, or olliicer. or soldier in 
British pay t und in cil'acing, or attempting to effice, or 
'p ausing, or conniving at the attempt, to eiface the regimental 
mark on the left tiank, or side of the said mare; and in 
.fivertising the suid mare for sale, in a public paper, pub¬ 
lished at Paris, intitled * (iulignani's Messenger;’ and in 
detaining the said mare in his possession, until ordered 
his Commanding Officer to give her up, on the ITth Sep¬ 
tember, 1815 '* _ ' 

Upon the 8d Charge : vi^,. 

For scandalous and infamous conduct, unbecoming the 
character of an officer and a gentleman, m forcibly taking 
and converting to iiis owu use, on or about the 18th June 
last, at or rear Waterloo, and afterwards, keeping in hU 
jpossession ^t Brussels, contrary to the General Orders of 
Field Mai>.hal His tirace the Duke of Wellington, a certain 
Grey Mart, supposed to belong to some British officer, or 
soldier, or officer, or soldier of the allied troops; and in 
cfiacing, or uttcnipting to efface, or causing, or permitting 
to be effaced, a certain mark on the left flank or side, with 
the intention to' prevent the said mare from being rccog. < 



riized and identified; and in scllia*; the .said iiuiic to 
Lieut. Duhigg of the 27th regiment, for n certain sura of 
money, amounting in value to 2{K) francs French currency.” 

On which Charge the Court do find the Prisoner Nor 
(iuiLTY, and do therefore acquit him. 

The Court do also accjcit the Prisoner of the first 
PART OF THE 4th Charge : viz, 

“ For scandalous and infamous conduct, unbecoming the 
character of an officer, and a gentleman, in secretly breaking 
open, or permitting to be broken open, on or about the 24‘th 
day of June lust, or some day previous to the 10th July, 
without proper witnesses, at his lodgings at Brussels, the 
portmanteau, trunk, canteen, and other baggage of the 
late Captain George Holmes, of the 27th regiment, killed 
in the action of the 18th June, at Waterloo, and taking 
thereout and disposingof, or appropriating their contents, con¬ 
sisting of wearing apparel, money, and other valuable effects.^* 
But the Court do find the Prisoner Gujlty of great 
Impkopkiety, in Nor giving a 54X.isFAcroRy Account 
thereof. 

On the fifth Charge, vi/. “ Scandalous and infamous con¬ 
duct, unbecoming tlic character of an officer and a gentle¬ 
man, in burning, destroying, or mutilating, or causing or 
permitting to be burnt, destroyed, or mutilated, on or about 
the 24th day of June last, or on some day previous to the 
10th July, at his lodgings in Brussels, various letters and 
papers, contained in the baggage of the said Captain George 
Holmes; thereby destroying the materials, which were and 
arc indispensably necessary to enable the Board of Enquiry, 
appointed, to ass^t the Major of the regiment, to ascertain 
and dctermipc, the stale of the regimental and private ac¬ 
counts, of the said Captain Holmes.*’ 

On w'hich Charge the Court do find the Prisoner Nor 
Guilty, and do therefore acquit him. 

The Court having found the Prisoner Guilty oft^e i*.hoJr 
cf the second Chfirgr^ as ivcil as of the hi ter part of the 
Jovrih C/targe; which being in breach of the Articles of War ; 

They do therefore sentence him. Captain John Tucker, 
1st battalion, 27tli regiment, to be dismissed His Ma¬ 
jesty’s SERVICE. 


(Signed) H. Clinton, 

Lieutenant General and President. 

(Signed) S. Reed, 

Captain 7lst, and Major, A. D. J. A. 2ud Division. 
( A true Copy) 

J. A. Oldham. 


Judge Advocate General’s (Ifice, 
, 5lh Avgust, 181 fi* 
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(No. 1.) 

I.a Chtpellr, 19/A Stpl. ISI:', 

SIK, 

It if; with tlip most acute anguish of sorrow, 
that 1 am drivcMi to the absolute necesi^ity, of bubmittinjr to 
you the treatment, that 1 experience, in consequence of a 
letter, which 1 addressed to Major General Sir Manly Power; 
a copy of which I beg leave to submit, for your perusal, as aiT 
elucidation ; and who having taken the? proper steps accord¬ 
ingly, the officers of the 1st battalion have thought prop(?r 
to put me in a state of Coventry, in consequence thereof, 
(excepting a few) and whenever I meet theni, I am avoided. 

During a service of* eighteen years, near sixteen of which 
have been passed in the 27th regiment, I have ever upheld 
the cliaractcr, of an officer, and a gentleman. 1 am now 
treated as a person devoid of principles, ot either the one, 
or the other. And for what ? Tor performing my duty to 
his Majesty’s service, in preventing an officer from rejoining 
the regiment, in consequence of his disgraceful conduct; a 
conduct, which completely involved his character, as an 
officer, and a gentleman: notwithstanding this, he was 
received in the Ist battalion, and 1 am treated by its 
officers in a maniuT, due only to those, w'ho have cominitted 
themselves, as Lieutenant Iwazcr did. I theref'ore. Sir, beg 
leave to submit it to your consideration, whether I merit, 
the treatment I receive, and whether the officers of the 
1st battalion, 27th regiment, are justified in this conduct. 
Kvery thing, that is dear to me, is involved in this—mv 
fame—my (‘huracter—all mu.st sutler in ilic eye ot‘ the army; 
and, hereafter, in private soi-iety. I fly to you, Sir, for 
protection and justice. 

I beg leave. Sir, further to complain to you, that Colonel 
Warren sent his .\djutant four days past, ilcsiring me, to 
give up to him a horse, which I had got at Waterloo ; and 
desired to know, wliether I had burned a mark out of it. 
This order. Sir, I immediately obeyed, on the principle of 
obedience to a command from a superior Officer, by delivering 
up the horse, which vvas taken to Colonel Wurreu^s Head 
Quarters. The following day, the Adjutant again came to 
me, with an order from Colonel Warren, for me to put 
down in wanting, if 1 had burnt lIic mark out; for if 1 had, 
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j)e would bring me before a General Court Martial. Iif 
answer to this, 1 addrcsbcd a letter to him, stating, that being 
severely wounded in the battle of Waterloo, a man caught 
me a horse, which had been running about the belli, and 
evidently with its rider killed; and which horse 1 was put on, 
and conveyed to Brussels. That I understood, a foreigr^ 
mark had been on the horse : and which was taken out by a 
private servant, which 1 had, while 1 was laying extremely 
ill in my bed unable to move. The saddle, ^c. on the horse 
were foreign, and covered with a sheep skin, all very old. 
That he might recollect niy having told him, at his owi\ 
house, three weeks past, the circumstances of my getting the 
horse. 

The Adjutant, at the same time, said, it was Col. Warren*s 
orders, that I should immediately find a quarter near the 
camp; that if I could not procure orie, 1 must come into the 
camp, and live there; and further, that I must send buck to 
him the order i got, from His Grace the Duke of Welling¬ 
ton, to appear before a Medical Board. Thus, Sir, by being 
ordered into camp, am 1 precluded from the indulgence 
granted to wounded officers, who are not reported fit for all 
duties, 

Yesterdoy, when I appeared before the Medical Board, 
wliat was my astonishment, when the President produced a 
letter from the Surgeon of the Battalion, Mr West, stating ., 
that the StaiT-Sur^eon had returned me fit for duty, except 
for fiehl days This was so evidently done, to prevent niv 
getting leave, that it must have been seen by the Board. 
The j^esident further stated, that Mr. West had said, that 
he did not give me the certificate for leave. To this, iSir, 

1 beg leave most solemnly to declan', that he did give 
me the certificate for leave. The agitation of mind, that I 
liave laboured under, Sir, in consequence of all those cir¬ 
cumstances, has brought on an illness, for which 1 was 
obliged to make application about to Dr. Woolriche, of St. 
Denis Hospital; who kindly ordered a Stali-Surgeou to at¬ 
tend me, and to give a certificate of my illness, which 1 for¬ 
warded to the Surgeon of the regiment. 

1 hope. Sir, that you will pardon this intrusion, which no¬ 
thing, but the most distressed feelings, could have compelled 
me to,, and the cruel manner, in which 1 have been treated ; 
which, Sir, if you diink necessary, may be laid before H is 
Grace the Duke of Wellington. 

I have the honour to subscribe myself, with the utmost 
respect, Sir* 

Your most obedient and 

Lieut-Gem very humWe servant, 

Sir Lowry Cole, JOHN TUCKER, 

Commanding 6th Div. CajHain 27th Foot 
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(No. 2.)' 

COPY. 

La ChapelUf Sept, 11^ 181^. 

SIR, 

I beg leave, to have the honour of engaging 
your attention a few moments. 

You recollect the circumstances, under which Lieut. 
Frazer, of the 27th regiment, addressed a letter to you, at 
Bermuda, when under close arrest, praying that he might not 
be brought to a General Court Martial, from charges to be 

! >roduced against him, by me; and that you would permit 
lim to retire from the regiment, to go on half-pay; this, sir, 
you may recollect you were pleased to grant, allowing him 
leave of absence, to go to England for tne purpose. Much 
to my astonishment, on ray arrival here, 1 found, that 
Lieut. Frazer was here, with the intention of rejoining the 
rc^ment. I was informed, by Col. Warren, that you had 
informed him, Lieut. Frazer could not join the regiment 
without my consent. An official answer from me, on the 
subject,Vas required by Col. Warren. This I g;ave; and was 
in substance, “ that as Lieut. Frazer had ^iven a solemn pro¬ 
mise to quit the regiment, in order to avoid meeting charges 
against him of a most serious nature, and that he had obtained 
leave of absence for that purpose, from Major Gen. Sir M. 
Power, that it was therefore impossible LiedL Frazer could 
ever join the 27th regiment.” Notwithstanding this decision 
of mine, a meeting of the officers of the battalion was called 
for. I requested Col. Warren to be excused'from a meeting, 
wherein 1 conceived, the officers had no right to arrogate a 
power, they did not possess; namely, whether Lieutenant 
Frazer was to rejoin tne 27th regiment: for, as his retiring 
had been communicated to the Horse Guards, it was only in 
the power of H. R. H. the Commander of the Forces, to order 
his rejoining the regiment. It appears, however, that there 
was a meeting three days ago; and the officers decided, to 
receive Lieut. Frazer in the regiment. One, indeed, Lieut. 
Col. Thompson, an officer of great experience, I am happy 
to say, protested against this proceeding, urging its impro¬ 
priety. At this meeting, there was not a ncld officer, or a cap¬ 
tain, udio was at Bermuda, or who could be acquainted with 
the circumstances. » 

1 beg leave. Sir, most respectfully and most seriously to 
beg, that you will cause to be enforced your orders in Lieut. 
Frazer’s quitting the regiment, according to his solemb pro- 
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misCi in order to avoid tiic serious charges, which were to 
liave been brought against him. A copy of which charges 
1 beg leave to annex, and which you might remember. 

1 have the honour to be, with the greatest respect. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient and very humble servant, 
JOHN TUCKER, Capt. 27th Foot. 

Major-Gen. Sir Manly Power, 

Ac. Ac. Ac. 

COPY of CHARGES, whidi were to have been produced 
against Lieut. Frazer, 27th Regiment. 

Ist. For behaviour unbecoming an officer and a gentleman, 
in being repeatedly intoxicated, and for rioting on the 
quarter-deck of the Clarendon Transport, on the days 
of ; such conduct being a dangerous example to the 
troops Onboard. 

2d. For disobedience of orders* on the night of the , 
in not coming from the quarter-deck while rioting there, 
and when ordered to do so by his superior officer, Captain 
Tucker. 

3d. For conduct highly unbecoming an officer and a 
gentleman, in holding and joining in a mock Court Martial, 
on the quarter-deck, dn the day of , thereby en¬ 

deavouring to turn Capt. Tucker, the Commanding Officer 
oh board, into ridicule; such conduct being highly insub- 
o^inate, and a dangerous example to the troops embarked 
on board. » 

4th. For conduct highly disgraceful in an officer and a 
gendeman, in being repeatedly drunk in the streets of Ber¬ 
muda, particularly on the days of , in the day 

time. 

(There was another charge, which, from the time that has 
elapsed, I cannot exactly remember.) 


(No. S.) 

NeuiUy Camp, Sept. 14,1815. 

SIR* 

Understanding that Capt. Tucker is opplyii^ for 
leave of absence, to go to England, I beg leove to state to 
you, on Uie past of the Captains present with the battfdion, 
that as Capt. T.*s wound does not prevent his widking about 
the streets of Paris, having been seen by several of the 
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Officers, they should suppose him capable of doins his duty; 
and it would be felt as a hardship by us, that ne should 
obtain leave, on private business merely, there being only 
five Captains present; several of whom, on that ground, would 
have prior claims to Capt. Tucker, who, since he has had a 
company in the regiment, has been the greatest pait of his 
time absent. 

1 have the honour, &c. 

J. S. THOMAS, 

Bt. Major and Senior Capti present. 

CoJ. Warren, 

\'C. &c. 


(Nq. 4 ) 


NeuiUy, Augt» 31,1815. 

I do hereby certify, that Capt. John Tucker, lj;t Battalion 
27th Regiment, received a wound in the left leg, from a 
musket ball, at the battle of Waterloo—that it struck the 
upper part of the large bone of the leg, in consequence of 
whicliy several pieces of bone have come away—that, although 
the wound is now skinned over, yet, from the circumstance 
of the bone having been injured, I conceive it very liable to 
break out again, and therefore do not think him capable, at 
present, of performing hia duty. 

FRAS. DOWNING, 
Staff'Surge^n, 6th Division. 


(No. 5.) 


SIR, 


Villiers, Sefit, 15, 1815. 


It having been stated to me, by Major Thomas, 
on the part of the Captains of the battalion, that Captain 
Tucker, who received from you a certificate of incapacity for 
duty, in consequence of his wound, had been frequently seen 
walking about the streets of Paris; and the Captains conceive 
ing, from that circumstance, tlmt his tour of regimental 
duty cannot be injurious to him, I am to request you will in« 
form me whether, under such circumstances, it would be 
prudent to place Capt. Tucker on the regimental Roster 
or no. 


To F. Po^iny^ Esq. Ac. 


1 am, &C.&C. .r 

L. WARRENs Colonel, &c. 
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(No. 6.) 

NeuUlyt September ISth^ 1815. 

‘ SIR, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of yesterday's datCi and to say in reply, that 
since giving the certificate to Captain Tucker, I have never 
seen that gentleman, therefore cannot decide the question, 
you have put to me, on that subject. It appears, however, to 
me, that, in giving certificates, I am responsible only to the 
General commanding, and that this is a business purely 
regimental. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 

FRANCIS DOWNING, 

Staff Surgeon, 6th Division. 

To Colonel Warren, 

Commanding 1st batt 27th regiment. 

Neuilly Camp. 


(No. 7.) 

J^euiUiff Sept, Vlthy 1815. 

SIR, 

Staff Surgeon Downing has desired me to ac¬ 
quaint you, that Captain Tucker waited on him this morn¬ 
ing for a renewal of his certificate, which he has not deemed 
necessary to grant; but states, that it might be advisable to 
excuse him from field days. 

1 have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your obedient humble Servant, 

HENRY WEST, Surgeon, 27 th fegiipenU 

To Colonel Warren, 

Commanding 27th regiment. 


(No. 8.) 

fJeuiUy^ 20th September, 1815. 

SIK, 

Agreeable to ;^our order, the medical Officers 
of the regimes have examined Captain Tucker, and are of 
opinion that he is fit for idutiei j[ field days and picquets 
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excepted); they however recommend, that he may be 
granted a billet at Neuilly. 

I have the honour to be* Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

HENRY WEST, Surgeon, 1st batt. 27th reg. 

To Colonel Warren, 

Commanding 27 th regiment. 


(No. 9.) 

COPY. 

L,a Chapt^^ I9th September» 1815. 

SIR, 

I am ill—incapable of any duty—was obliged 
to apply to a medical gentleman near me. Inclosed 1 send 
you nis certificate, which I request may be communicated to 
the Staff Surgeon of the Division. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

J. TUCKER, Captain, 27th regiment. 

Mr. West, Surgeon, 

Ist battalion, 27th regiment. 

P. S. If this should not be satisfactory, I beg you will 
come to me yourself, or send an assistant. 


(No. 10.) 

This certifies, that 1 have examined Captain Tucker, of 
the 27th regiment, and find, that he labours under a febrile 
attack, likely to terminate in intermittent, for which 1 have 
prescribed. 

T. DEARE, S. A. S. Lt. 19th September, 1815. 


(No. 11.) 

1 certii^ that Captain John Tucker, of the Ist^^battalion,. 
27th regiment, was severely wounded by a musket ball in 
actioo with the enemy at Waterloo, on the 18th of June 
last. The ball struck the tibia of the left leg, two inch^ 
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under the knee, and passed out about three inches obli(j[uely 
towards the ham. Pieces of bone came away at different pe¬ 
riods. He also received a contusion in the left groin by a 
musket ball. 

HENRY WEST, Surgeon, 

Ist battalion, 27th foot. 

Farb, August 30th, 1815. 


(No. 12.) 

Bermuda^ 2trd February^ 1815. 


SIR, 

In reply to your letter of the 3rd instant, ask¬ 
ing my opinion of your conduct, while on board the Claren¬ 
don transport, on the passage from Halifax to Bermuda, that 
is, from the 17th December to the 7tb January last, and also 
of your behaviour to Captain and Mrs. Tucker during that 
time, I can merely state, that, as far as your general conduct 
came under my observation, 1 consider it was gentleman¬ 
like, having nothing particular in it to call for animadversion 
from any one. 

Your behaviour to Captain and Mrs. Tucker, and their 
attention to you for the above-mentioned time, naturally in¬ 
duced me to suppose, that a great intimacy existed among 
you. 

I remain. Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

JOHN D. ANDERSON. 

To Lieutenant Frazer, 

27th regiment. 


(No. 13.) 


SIR, 


St. GeorgeSf February^ 1815. 


In reply to your note, 1 have to inform you 
for the satisfaction of your friends, that your conduct, on the 
passage from Halifax to this place, was in every respect like 
that of an Officer and a Gentleman; and from Captain 
Tucker’s conduct towards you, I should conceive, that you 
were on very intimate terms. 

Your most obedient Servant, 

J, KNATCHBULL, 


Captain R. N. 


< Lieutenant Frazer. 
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(No. li.) 

5/. George, Bermuda^ Febriutr)/^ ISl.*;. 

Dear Frazer, 

I shall very candidly give you my opinion 
respecting your conduct, during the passage from Halifax 
to Bermuda. But, as I was not in the cabin more than twice 
during the passage, and then an intruder, my opinion is 
grounded, from what I saw upon deck; and if you allow 1 
have had some experience, to be a little acquainted with the 
nature of military discipline; yx>\ji will believe me, when 1 say, 
your conduct was such, as 1 have and do in general meet 
wiUi; and, in no part of it, did I perceive any thing ungentle¬ 
manlike, or sufficient cause for complaint. Yet, mIow me to 
say, and I am confident your own experience will agree with 
me, that when a Commanding Officer fancies himself of¬ 
fended, and is determined to find cause for complaint against 
any officer under him, who amongst us can escape ? 

And I rather think, your difference with Captain Tucker 
must have proceeded, from not agreeing with him respecting 
G ; and, only for that, you might have been as good 

friends at this moment, as you were all the passage, untu the 
day we made Bermuda: however, a difference in opinion 
cannot be a crime, nor ungentlemanlikc; and it is my firm 
•belief was the only cause, as I before observed, of your dis¬ 
agreement. 

1 am. Dear Frazer, • 

Very truly yours, 

W. LEWIS, Lieut. R. N. 

Lieutenant Frazer, 

27th regiment. 


(No. 15.) 

COPY. 

La Cha'ptMc. 

SIR, 

I request you will exousfe my having mi inlervi^ 
with Lieutenant Frazer; as such an event cannot be pleasastt 
to my feelings, neither can it be productive od any UMeritioa 
in the original agreement, as prayed for and entered into by 
himself, of quitting the 27th regiment, to save himMlf fbom 
being brought to a General Court Martial; and wbkffi 
arrangement was decided upon, and reported according^, to 
the Horse Guards, by Mqjor General Sir Manly Power. 
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I therefore beg leave to assure you, that it is impossible 
Uiat Lieutenant Frazer, can remain in the 27th regiment. 

1 have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient, 
and very humble Servant, 

JOHN TUCKER, Captain 27th regiment. 


Colonel Warren, 
Commanding let batt. 27th Foot. 
Villiers. 


(No. 16.) 

Address given by Mr. Galignani to Serjeant Majoi 
Armstrong, 27th foot. 

Captain Tucker, ^th Regiment, at La Chapellc. 

The last door to the l^t. 


(No. 17.) 

Brussells, 9th July, 1815. 

Deah Hare, 

I received your last of the 4th, and for 
first few lines thereof, 1 return you my best thanks. 

With respect to'your very lengthened digression on the 
retention of poor Holmes’s baggage—a digression so replete 
with animadversion, I cannot but be sensibly hurt at, and 
more particularly, as you could not know the cause of the 
detention. I shall now merely state, that most of the 
clothes were disposed of, (miserably bad and few) to the 
amount of 1214 francs; for which sum, as you state tlie 
Light Company so troublesome as to craVe for, to be placed 
against me. 

There was no money in the portmanteau. Miller tells 
xoe, that Holmes had his money about his person; and 
which is the same you allude to as being in possession of 

the Purveyor; and which Purveyor, Mr. U-is, I find, at 

Head Quarters, Paris, where you can make yourself the ne¬ 
cessary enquiries. 

There were no private accounts, nor private letters. 

Two horses, (one in Miller’s possession) a saddle* and 
biidley a regimental jacket, a sash (all unsold) shall be 
delivered to you, together with the company’s DO 0 I 4 and 
some^tracts. 

• Wiui respect to the late Mr, Ireland’s baggage, not 
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Imvmg heard, or Been any thing of it, I could not consequently 
give any directions concerning it; therefore 1 acquit myself 
of leaving it on your hands. In short, 1 can assure you, 
that under similar circumstances 1 should have no hesitation 
in proceeding in the same manneir again, as 1 have done in 
the first instance, speaking professionally, and as a friend to 
the deceased * and that I feel myself fully confident, of having 
acted with the strictest propriety, on the occasion. 

1 shall cease further to dwell on this very unpleasant sub¬ 
ject, than merely to tell you, that the Medical Gentlemen 
advised me to go to England ; but that this business has de¬ 
termined me first to return to Paris; where 1 can personally 
answer any further proceedings, that you may choose to take 
in it. I shall set on in a week’s time, when every thing shall 
be sent to you, together with an inventory of the articles dis¬ 
posed of. 

Yours, &c. &c. 

J. TUCKER, 

Major Hare, First Batt. 27th Reg. 

P. S. Serjeant Scott gave only two letters to the man you 
sent to him; the remaining he put in the Post Office. 

Wray has just informed me, that Mr. U — has a son in 
his department, and who is at Mons—has been written to 
on the subject of the money—it rests therefore between the 
father and the son—the latter is said to be but an indifferent 
character.* 


(No. 18.) . 

MEMORANDUM. 

Captain Tucker, First Battalion, 27th Regiment, has re¬ 
ceived leave of absence to St. Denis, from the 19th of Sep¬ 
tember to the 10th of October, 1815. 

G. HARRIS, Adjutant General. 
Head Quarters, Paris, 28th September, 1815. 


(No. 19.) 

NeuiUjf Campf ^th SeptemitTf 1815. 

SIR, 

I herewith transmit you a copy of the charges, 
which 1 have sent in to His Grace the Duke of WelHngton 

* It is with reluctance, the above passage is printed. Jnstice as welt 
Inwards an individual, as towards the public, requires a declaration, that 
tl.crc h-ivc not appeared any grounds Tor so injujious a hjui.' 

1 * 



aj^ainst you* 4cc(tei^ahifd with 4 re^Mt* that yaur conduct 
mi^ht b« iiiTestigated by a General Court Martial. 

I am, Sir* 

Your very obedient Servant, 

L. WARREN, Colonel. 
Lieut. Col. 27th Reg. Com 

To Captain Tucker, 

Firct Battalion, S7tli Regiment. 

La Chapelle. 


COPY. 

Chargea preferred by Colonel Warren, commanding the 
First Battalion, 27th Regiment, against Captain John 
Tucker of the said Regiment. 

1st. For highly insubordinate and disrespectful conduct, 
in writing a certain letter, purporting to bear date on the 19th 
of September 1815, and addressed to Lieutenant General 
Sir Lowry Cole ; wherein certain motives and conduct are 
imputed to the officers of the 1st battalion, 2?th regiment, 
which, if proved, would involve their character as a corps and 
as individuals ; and wherein the conduct of Colonel Warren, 
commanding the Ist battalion, 27tb regiment, is complained 
of, and in several instances is falsely represented, thereby at* 
tempting to asperse the character of ois Commanding Offi¬ 
cer and the Officers of the Battalion. 

2d. For scandalous and infamous conduct, unbecoming 
the character of an officer and a gentleman, in keeping and 
converting to his own use, on or about the 18th of June last 
at Brusseils, contrary to the General Orders of Field Marshal 
His Grace the Duke of Wellington, a certain Bay Mare, be* 
longing to some British regiment of dragoons, or regiment, 
or officer in British pay ; and for effacing or attempting to 
efface, or causing, or conniving at the attempt to effiicejthe 
regimental mark on the left dank nr side of the said mare ; 
and for advertising the said mare for sale, in a certain public 
paper, entitled Galignani’s Messenger; and detaining her in 
nis possession, until ordered by his Commanding Officer to 
give her up, on the 17th of September, 1815. 

3d. For scandalous and infamous conduct, unbecoming 
the character of an officer end a gentleman, in keeping and 
.converting to his own use, on or about the 18th of June last 
at Brossells, contrary to the General Orders of Field Marshal 
His Grace the Duke of Wellington, a certain Grey Mare, 
supposed to belong to some British officer or soldier* or officer 
or soldier of the .allied Troops; aud for edkeing, or causing. 
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or permitting to be effaced, a certain nark on the left flank 
or tide, bj which the mare might be more easily recognized 
and identified ; and for selling the said mare to Lieutenant 
JDuhigg, of the 27th regiment, for' a certain sum of money, 
amounting in value to 200 francs French currency. 

4th. For scandalous and infamous conduct, unbecoming 
the character of an officer and a gentleman, in breaking 
open, or causing, or permitting to be broken Open without 
proper witnesses, at his lodgings in Brussels, the portman¬ 
teau, trunk, and canteen of the late Captain George Holn^ 
of the 27th regiment, killed in the action of the 18th of 
June at Waterloo, and taking thereout, and disposing of, or 
appropriating their contents consisting of wearing apparel, 
iponey, and other valuable effects. 

5th. For scandalous and infamous conduct, unbecoming 
the character of an officer and a gentleman, in burning, or 
causing, or permitting to be burnt, at bis lodgings in mus- 
sells, various letters and papers, contained in the baggage 
the said Captain George Holmes, thereby destroying 
materials, which were and are indispensably necessary tp 
enable the Board of Enquiry, since oraered, to ascertain and 
determine the state of the regimental and private uccountf 
of the said Captain Holmes. 

L. WARREN, Colond. 

Lieut. Col. Commanding 1 st. Bat. 27ih Reg. 

Neuilly Camp, 27th September, 1815. 


(No. 20.) 

HemUyi ^f^emhrr, 

SIR, 

I am directed by Colonel Warren to acquaint 

S ou, that be understands you have a horse, which you will 
e pleased to send by the seijeant to the Quarter Master 
this evening, who is to .take charge of it, as the General 
Order admits of no exceptions. 

I have the honour to be, Ac. &c. 

A. BYRNE, A^Qt&nt, 27th Regteent, 

Captain Tucker, 27 tb Rqg, 
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(No. 21.) 

Inventory or Effects, 


Belonging to the late Captain Holmes, ^7th Regiment,^ 
together witli the prices of things sold, came to. 


} 


Old Shaving Case and lot of Sundries 
Blue Coat . • 

Old do. 

Small Flock Mattrass with Pillow 
One Flannel Waistcoat 
Three Shirts 
Three very bad do. 

Six pair of Socks 
Three Sheets (two bad) 

Four pair of old Short Boots'} 

One pair of do. Shoes J 
Old Canteen (crockeiy broke) 

Desert Spoon and Desert Fork, Foreign 

Two small silver Tea Spoons 

Six Pocket Handkerchiefs 

Old Buff Waistcoat 

Two Night Caps 

Two White Waistcoats 

Two Towels 

Pair of Grey Pantaloons 

Portmanteau (old) 

Pair of White Qotton Pantaloons 
Forage Cap . 


} 


France. 

6 

12 

6 

6 

2 


16 

5 

9 

S 

20 | 

4 

H 

l 

8 

JO 

H 

10 


Paid Farrier for attending B&t>Hor8e*s back 


1361 

15 

1211 


Taken to the Regiment by Lieutenant Miller. 

One Horse, with Saddle, Bridle, and Valise. 

One Regimental Jacket. 

Ope Sash 

Ohe Red Waistcoat with Gold Lace. 

One Company s Ledger. 

One Memorandum Book. 

Bundle of Abstracts Ac. 

Private Letter from Major Kersteman. 


Bat-horse with a Bridle sent by a soldier to the Regimpnt. 
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{No. 22.) 

copy. 

Division Order. 

Bermuda, 2Sth January^ 1815. 

Tlie General Court Martial, of which Major Butler was 
appointed President, will not take place ; and the members of 
it, whose names were in orders, will return to their duty 
with their respective corps. 

Brevet Major Sir Thomas Reed will order the written 
apologies of Lieutcn int Frazer and Ensign of the 

First Battalion, 27th Foot, to Captain Tucker, for their im-< 
proper conduct whilst on board tne Clarendon transport, to 
be inserted in the Regimental Orders of that corps. 

The former having signified his intention of retiring from 
the 27th regiment, and the latter from the service, leave of 
absence will be granted to them, to return to England by 
the first opportunity. Those officers are to be released from 
firrest. 

(Signed) H. BALNEAVIN, 

Brevet Major and Acting Assistant Adjut. Gen. 


COPY. * 

Beauregardf 15th November^ 1815. 

My Lord Duke, 

In laying before your Grace, the proceedings 
of the Court Martial, upon the trial of Captain Tucker of 
the 27th regiment, 1 beg to inform your Grace,, that the 
Court expressed a wish, in consideration of the length of 
Captain Fucker’s service, and of his family, that he might be 
recommended for mercy. 

1 have the honour to be. 

My Lord Duke, &c. 

H. CLINTON, Lieut. General* 

His Grace the Duke of Wellington, &c. , 

(A true Copy.) 

/. A. O. 


TUK KVD. 




TJt^ following are published hf, or may he had 
of James Harper, Bookseller, successor to 
Mr. Kearsley, No. 46 , Fleet-street, Loudon* 


CEUVRES COMPLETES de VOLTAIRE, avec une 
Vie, par Le Marquis de Condorcet, suivie des Memoires de 
Voitaire; in 70 tomes, demy 8vo. 211. royal 8vo. 261. £s. 

ANOTHER EDITION,92 vols. 12mo. 201. 

PEREGRINE in FRANCE; a Lounger’s Journal, In 
familiar Letters to his Friend. 8vo. price 8s. 6d. 

The PANORAMA of WIT, exliibiting at one View 
the choicest Epigrams in the English Language, 24'mo. 
price 4s. boards. 

The POETICAL WORKS of EDMUND SPENSER, 
with the account of his Life, and Criticism of his Works. 
By J. Aikin, M.D. 6 vols. foolscap, price 21. 2s. boards. 

DITTO, illustrated by Stothard. 6 vols. 8vo, half-bound, 
russia, very scarce, price 31. 10s. 

The POETICAL WORKS of JOHN MILTON, with 
Ills Life. By Samuel Johnson, LL.D. And remarks by 
J. Aikin, M.D. 3 vols. foolscap, price 11. Is. boards. 

SELECTION of POEMS, designed chiefly for Schools 
and Young Persons. By Joseph Cottle. Second Edition. 
]2mo. price 4s. 6d. boards, or 5s. bound. 

DON JUAN ; or, the BATTLE of TOLOSA, a Poem, 
in Three Cantos, &c. Sec. price 4s. 6d. boarejs. 

DE MOWBRAY, a Poem, In foolscap, price 4s. 6d. 
boards. 

FRIENDSHIP, a Poem. In Two Parts, foolscap, price 
4s. 6d. boards. 

The STATUE of the DYING GLADIATOR, a Poem, 
being the Prize Subject at Oxford (1810) but not written 
for tne Prize. By a Non-Academic. 8vo. price Is. sewed. 

HERMAN and DOROTHEA, a Poem, from the Ger- 
man of Goethe. By Thomas Holcrotl. With plates, fools¬ 
cap. price 7s. boards. 

The DEATH of ABEL, in Five Books, from the Ger¬ 
man of Gesner. foolscap, price 4s. 6d. boards. 

ONE PENNYWORTH of TRUTH, in a Lotte? ad- 
dressed to Mr. Citizen John Bull, from his Brother Thomas 
Bull, the Ploughman. On a Sheet, price Id., or Sa. per 
hundred. 

SIXTY-THREE SERMONS, printed for the Use of 
the Clergy, in Imitation of Manuscript, price Is. 6d. singly, 
or 41.4s. the set. 



List of Book's published by J. Harper*, 

T^e CONSTITUTION of FREEMASONRY; or, Ahi 
containing the Laws^ Charges, and Regulations 
of the Free and Accepted Masons, with a Selection of Ma¬ 
sonic Songs. Revised and corrected from the Original of 
the.late L. Dermott, Esq Eighth Edition, 1813, 8vo. prfee 
7s. 6d. boards, 10s. bound, or 13s. bound in calf. 

A SERMON preached before the Masonic Grand Lodge 
at Camberwell Church, on St. John’s Day, 1788. By the 
Rev. Colin Milne, LL.D. 8vo. price Is. sewed. 

ANOTHER, preached at St. John’s Church, Hackney, 
on the same Occasion, 1791. By the Rev. Edward Barry, 
D.D. 8vo. price is. sewed. 

ANOTHER, preached at St. Mary’s Church, Islington, 
bn the same Occasion, 1798, Truth and Patriotism. By the 
same. 8vo. price Is. sewed. 

ANOTHER, preached at St. Mary’s Church, Islingfton, 
on the same Occasion, 1808. By the same. 4tu price 2s. 
sewed. 

The PIC NIC; a Collection of Recitations and Comic 
Songs, Toasts, Sentiments, Ac. Selected by D. JACQUES. 
18mo. price 3s. 6d. boards, or 4s. bound in red. 

“ ’Tis Mirth, I see her sit 
In majesty of light, 

With Laughter by her side 

The COSMOPOLITE, a Periodical Paper, consisting of 
Familiar Essays on Men, Manners, and Literature, 8vo. 
price 7s. boards^ 

Any of the Numbers may be had separately, price Is. 

each. 

‘The LADY’S TOILETTE, containing a Critical Exami¬ 
nation of the Nature of Beauty, and of the Causes by which 
it is impaired, with Directions for Dressing with Taste and 
Elegance, l^o. price 9s. boards. 

KEARSLEY’S list of HACKNEY.-COACHES and 
CHARIOT Fakes, agreeably to the late Act's of Parlia¬ 
ment: with ail Abstract of the Laws relative to Hackney 
Coaches and Chariots. To which is added, a Summary of 
the Rates of Watermep, In a neat Pocket Volume, price 3s. 

KEARSLEY’B'LIST of the NEW STAMPS, adapted 
eithwfbr the Pocket-Book or Desk, on a Card, price 3d. or 
a size larger, price 6d. 

KEARSLIY»S TABLE of all the NEW TAXES now 
in use, price Is. 6d. sewed, 2b, half-bound, or 2s. 6d. bound 
in red. 
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CASE 


OF 

CAPTAIN ROBISON. 


At the period of my dismissal from the service, 

I had been in the army twenty-five years, during 
nearly the whole of which I had been engaged in 
active service in different quarters of the globe. 

In 1823 I was promoted, by purchase, after 
having served sixteen years as a subaltern. 

In 1825 I was appointed from the half-pay 
the 17th Light Dragoons to the New-South Wales Amsoix, 
Royal Veteran Companies. No. i. ^ 

These companies were raised for a peculiar See Prodams 
civil service, unknown before to the army, by the whicUhey 
colonial department, with a view of their ulti- were raised, 
mately becoming settlers—their numerous fami- App. No.s 
lies having been allowed to accompany them. 

As senior officer in England, (the eldest Captain- 
Brevet, Lieut.-Colonel Dumaresq, being on the 
staff of his brother-in-law, Lieut.-General Darling, 
in New South Wales), I raised and embodied 
them at Chatham, under the orders of Colonel 
Sir Archibald Christie, commandant of the depdt 
there. No staff, of quarter-master, pay-master, 
or adjutant, was appointed; and all these sepa¬ 
rate and responsible duties devolved upon me, in 
addition to my own. 

My exertions in bringing into efficiency this 
corps, considering the novel elements of which ^ 
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it was composed, were approved of both by his 
late Royal Highness the Commander-in-chief and 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies, as will be 
-seen by their letters to Lieiit.-General Darling, 
See App. the Governor of New South Wales, given me on 
embarking for that colony. 

I sailed from England in command of the 
Veteran Companies in May 1826 (with the last 
division), and landed them and their numerous 
families (amounting to several hundreds) safely, 
at Sydney, in September of that year. 

I was appointed to the command of all the 
mounted duties in the colony, consisting of the 
Governor’s body-guard and mounted police, under 
See App. General Darling’s own hand, Oct. 10; it having 
been directed at Chatham, that all the cavalry out- 
pensioners should be formed into my company. 

I was put to the expense of purchasing horses 
and equipments for the above service; but, after 
the lapse of several months, Lieut.-General Dar¬ 
ling changed his former orderii, aud placed my 
company, or the greater part of it, as mounted 
police, body-guard, &c. under command of the 
infantry officers of the line, whose regiments were 
stationed in the colony, and for which duty the 
Lieut.-General granted them extra colonial pay 
and allowances of some hundreds a-year.* 

See App. Lieut.-General Darling issued a general order 
No. 5. i^y which ikeaqh of the Veteran Companies I 
had brought out were placed under the com¬ 
mand of their own immediate officers; and the 
;; small emoluments attached to me, as command- 

V 

i 

* Iwottid t>eg tq ask my military reader, Was it accord^ to 
rutos of thJ6 serm^t Of f<)f Lieut.-GeReral Darlisg to take 

the command ef own company fifom me, which I held ander 

the Kind’s comminion, and gtre |t to other offic^, for thf pur¬ 
pose of increasing his patronise, by granting them extra pay, &c. 
out of the coloniafreTenue ?—R. R. 
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ing the whole, and which were allowed by the 
Secretary-at-war in England, thereby taken from 
me; since which period, the King's regulations 
and articles of war have been totally disregarded, 
by not forwarding to the different departments in 
England the monthly and other returns. 

1 may here ask. Is it probable the Lieut.-Gen. 
would have issued this order, bad his own brother- 
in-law, one of the other captains, (Brevet Lieut.- 
Col. Dumaresq), commanded the whole of these 
companies ? 

I was ordered to the command of the Bathurst 
District, the most extensive in the colony, in the 
month of March 1827; and whilst there, was 
obliged to take notice of, and officially report to 
Lieut.-General Darling, the highly irregular and 
improper conduct of Colonel Stewart, command¬ 
ing the 3d regiment (Buffs), the Lieut-Governpr. 

This officer employed soldiers of his regiment in 
his own private concerns, oh an estate of four¬ 
teen thousand acres of land, which be possessed 
close to the settlement; and also caused slops to 
be sold to the settlers and their convict servants ^ 
from the commandant’s house—(ffert of which I 6. Extracts 
found, on my arrival, had been converted into a “y 
store for that purpose)—slops which had been ^ommandes- 
sent out, made up into bales, in the convict ships in-cWef, J 
from England at the public expense, for the sole 
use of the Buff’s regiment. Darling, 

Shortly after my reports of Colrael Stewart 
to General Darling, I was recalled from the com- 
mani of the district, by its being abolished as a 
separate district in general orders; but’ in a little 
time after my recall, it was again re-formpd as ‘ 
a district, an officer of the 39th regiment being 
appointed commandant. It is here necessary to 
remark, that, at the time when my sen^eV duty 
thus led me to report the Lieut.-Governor, he was 
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at that moment eng^ed as one of the executive 
council at Sydney, in furthering Governor Dar¬ 
ling’s project of imposing such a heavy stamp on 
newspapers as would have abolished them alto¬ 
gether, and which nothing but the legal interpo¬ 
sition of the Chief Justice, who was also one of the 
executive council at that time, prevented. 

On my return from Bathurst to head-quarters, 
accident threw in my way certain irons, which 
had been applied, by Governor Darling’s orders, 
as instruments of punishment to the persons of 
two privates of the 67th, of the names of Sudds 
and Thompson. 

I tried them on; and finding them to be 
of intolerable weight and peculiarly severe and 
unusual construction, expressed to a friend, who 
was with me at the time, my strong disapproba¬ 
tion of the use of such oppressive instruments. 
This conversation, and some others which 1 in¬ 
cautiously held on the same subject, soon after¬ 
wards reached (as I have reason to believe) the 
ears of the Governor. 


Avp. 
i'lfo. a>!ii 


On my arrival in Sydney, which was in 
June 1627, T applied for leave to proceed to 
England, in consequence of Gen. Darling having 
stated, that the Veteran companies had not an¬ 
swered the purposes for which they were raised; 
and his further having said, that be had recom¬ 
mended to home government that they should 
be again r^un^d to the out-pensioned fist> and 
disbanded ; which recommendation was iQimedi- 
atdy complied with in England, and orders sent 
him to that eiebt from the Horse Guards in May 
■1828,,. " ■' 

. J^^tained leave to embark for England^ in 
of die isivalids of the line, by wbicdi I was 
tfntitied to a/re| ptwsage. 

After makin^f prepafathms for my voyage,‘by 
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selling off camp-equip^, horses, &c. at a very 
great loss, my leave to England was suddenly can- 
celled by the Governor, without any cause being 
assigned, and the command of the Invalids given 
to a friend of the Colonial Secretary, Lieutenant 
(now Captain) Christie, of the Buffs, though his 
regiment was at that period under orders, and 
embarking from the colony for India. I must here 
observe, that this officer, after his return to £ng-' 
land, volunteered his evidence to the Colonial 
Secretary of State, impugning certain charges 
made agmnst General Darling, for the alleged 
murder or manslaughter of Sudds, one of the 
above-mentioned privates, whose death was sup¬ 
posed to have been caused by the punishment he 
had. received. See an extract from a letter of 
Mr. Wentworth, a highly respectable and talented 
barrister, who distinguished himself at the Uni¬ 
versity of Cambridge, who took up the case of 
this unfortunate soldier on the grounds of public See 
justice and humanity; and which letter he ad- ofivir. we^ 
dressed to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, worth's 
Immediately after my leavp to England was 
cancelled, and without any previdus notice, 1 was 
suddenly ordered to Norfolk Island, a penal settle- see 
ment of the very worst description, distant upwards 
of 800 miles from the coast .of New Holland, des¬ 
titute of any free inhabitants, and to which no 
females were allowed, by General Darling’s orders, 
to accompany their husbands, eitner soldiers or 
convicts. It was a place most aptly desisted 
a second Gomorrah. I was selected for this odi¬ 


ous duty, which the whole garrison held in abhor¬ 
rence, notwithsttinding another officer and detach¬ 
ment of the 39th regiment had been previously 
put in ^neral orders for that commit, and had 
made their private arrangementaby ^ ^purchase 
of a year’s supplies for that island. 


See 4l 

no3 
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This order was agaia countermanded by Go¬ 
vernor Dading ; and there being no quarters for 
me in the barracks, which was certined by the 
barrack-master, 1 was forced to the expense of 
hiring and furnishing lodgings, which 1 was obliged 
to take for twelve months, owing to the great 
difficulty of procuring them in Sydney. After 
the Governor had allowed me to incur all these 
heavy outlays, he again changed his general 
orders, and airected me to proceed immediately 
to Newcastle) an out-station upon the coast, for 
which duty he had previously put in general 
orders a subaltern and detachment of the 57th 
regiment. 

All these different orders, counter-orders, and 
changes, seem to have had no other object than 
one of a personal nature towards myself—to 
harass, perplex, and perhaps even to drive me to 
commit a breach of military discipline, by a re¬ 
monstrance against them; and with this offence 
General Barling subsequently charged me, on my 
trial, before a general court-martial. 

At this period, the greater part of my company 
being distributed 'as mounted police and gover¬ 
nor’s guard in the colony, all the best-conducted 
soldiers were selected from them, and transferred 
to the company of Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel 
Dumaresq, then absent in England, on the plea, 
as stated in the general order, of equalising 
the two coi^anies; and all the worat charac¬ 
ters of the veteran, who had been returned to 
LiehLrColonel Bhmaresq’s company as unfit for 
the ^|il employlnentl of superintendents and 
ove^^s, were pasted to my com^ny to do gar- 
duty at Ne\fcastle, Port Stephen, &c,; and 
pf which duty th^ constantly complained to me, 
as their comman|ing p%er» gating that, from 
wounds and othei mftrmtties, contracted in their 
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former services, and for which they had been 
discharged, they were totally unabl* to pe^ 
form it« 

I must here remark, that Lieutenant-Colonel 
Dumaresq, from the period of the formation of 
the Veterans, had never dope one hour’s duty 
with them, although in the receipt of their cavalry 
pay, free rations, &c., and holding at the same 
time staff and civil appointments, through the 
patronage of his brother-in-law. General Darling, see App. 
which gave him considerable emoluments.* No. 15. 

On my arrival at Newcastle, I was refused the 
occupation of the quarters 1 was entitled to as 
officer commanding, and put into Inferior ones» 
by the express order of General Darling, directed 
to a subordinate, who had gone out to the colony See App. 
in the transport with myself and company, as a No. le. 
steward and mate from England, and whom the 
Governor had nominated superintendent of con¬ 
victs, public works, and deputy post-master there. 

I was treated not only with the greatest 
indignity by this superintendent, but by all sorts 
of inferiors, before the convicts, for the evident 
purpose of lowering me in their estimation and 
that of the soldiers, and goading me on to commit 
myself by some rash act, which would enable 
General Darling to bring it forward as a military 
offence against me. In the meantime, the nume¬ 
rous complaints of the Veterans under my com- See Add. n; 
mand, of the unexampled severity of the duty 
they had to perform, contrary to the proclamatiohSs fom 
under which they were raised, and which from jd by the 
time to time I made known to General Darling*- 

* Tbit officer was also a large landed proprietor, Mdg re¬ 
ceived frte mnte, toym allotments, &c. amonntipg to/tcvi^ 
thousands or seres, and was, and is at present, one of largest 
stock and land poprietors in the colony. One dompany pf 
Veterans is still kept op fM him. 
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were totally disregarded and unredressed by 
him. # 

1 was refused the reimbursement of the ex¬ 
pend 1 incurred for the passage of myself and 
lamily, by sea, from Sydney to Newcastle, when 
proceeding there agreeably to the general orders, 
notwithstanding 1 had a detachment of soldiers 
under my command, and I had sent, as a voucher 
to that effect, the r^eipt of the master of the 
packet; nor have 1 been able to recover eidier 
this sum or my other withheld allowances, amount¬ 
ing to several hundred pounds, to this day: which 
could not have occurred, had not Gkineral Dar- 
ling*s orders &t aside the King’s regulations in my 
case, by his having, as I before stated, deprived 
me of the command of the companies, which left 
all our allowances at his Excellency’s will and 
pleasure; a power he could not have exercised 
over any of the regiments of the line, they having 
commanding officers to protect them, who were 
accountable to the home authorities for the regu¬ 
lations and articles of war being adhered to. 

On my application to the Secretary-at-war and 
General comminding-in-cfaief, since my arrival in 
England, for these withheld allowances, they in¬ 
formed me that a reference must be made back 


again to New South Wales, as Lieut.-Gen. Darling 
had neglected to send home the requisite returns 
toe Vet^ansi either to toe army agent or toq 
War-tOffice; ai^ what aggravates thia part of my 
case is^ that I M repeatedly applied, previous to 
toy thefcoloqjf, for a board of officers to 


tj||f^mmaa|iing officer at Newcastle/1 had to 
lifitsh a guardiby thq Lieut.-General’s orders, for 
tof protection m t% Attstralto Agricoltuml ^m- 
pany^s €8tebns|m^t, consisting of a millim of 
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acres, at Fort; Stephen; and in the coniae of my 
duty, officially reported to the Goverhor acts of 
peculation upon the colonial government, by the 
superintendent of convicts, and superintendent of 
police at Newcastle and its vicinity, which came 
under my own personal observation. These two 
individuals were large land and stock holders; 
the superintendent of police having just before 
sold out of the army, when his regiment (the 
Buffs) were ordered to India. In short, there 
is scarcely a functionary in the colony, from the 
Governor’s numerous ramily and dependents of 
the Darlings and Dumaresqs, to the district con¬ 
vict constable and colonial secretary, who does 
not traffic in land, stock, &c. to the great pre¬ 
judice and ruin of the settlers, and the detriment 
and disgrace of the colonial government, whom 
they profess to serve, and from which they receive 
ample salaries.’^ 

Reverting, however, to my reports of the 
superintendents of convicts and police, no sort of 
notice was taken of them, at the tvm^ by the 
Governor; but, on the contrary, these persons 
were selected by him several modths afterwards, 
as the chief witnesses against me on my trial, 
when the Lieut.-General himself was my prose¬ 
cutor, and the framer of eight charges against me 
before a general court-martial, the president and 
members of which were also selected by him; 
and not until the court bad terminated its pro¬ 
ceedings, and the Lieut-Genend had thus made 
use of their evidence agaiimt me, did be attempt 
the mockery of calling upon me to substantii^ 
my charges against them; his Excellency being 
perfectly aware, from the time that had eli^ispd, 

* The C^loaml Secrets^, Air. M^Lfay, 
a-ymr sdary, besides VdOf. per anntiitr, fbr'former 

seri^ides i 411 whirfi i» paM by the ‘ 
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thAl it was impossible for me to substantiate the 
charges thin, as I could have done when 1 first 
brought them forward. 

TbeLieut.*General, however, was compelled to 
dismiss one of these individuals, the superintendent 
of public works, &c. immediately after he had 
given his evidence on my trial, upon a part only 
of what I had charged him with being proved 
against him by the officer in charge of the com* 
See App. missariat department at Newcastle. Nevertheless, 
No. 20. this fawurite, though discarded, servant of the 
Governor’s had subsequently conferred upon him, 
extensive free grants of land, and other govern¬ 
ment favours. 

I was compelled, by the orders of General 
Darling, •to defend myself on two infamous 
and absurd charges of feloniously causing a mail^ 
bag to be opened (charges^ made by this said 
See App. superintendent of convicts against me, after my 
No. 21 . reports of him to the Governor), before a bench of 
magistrates at Newcastle, nominated by the Lieut.- 
General, one of them being the very superintend¬ 
ent of police whom I had previously reported to 
him, as coupled with the superintendent of con¬ 
victs in plundering government; but, although 1 
particularly requested the Lt.-Generd, by letter, 
to nominate another magistrate to hear and deter¬ 
mine these alleged felonious charges, he positively 
App. refused to do sp; by which it was evident that 
all such persons as 1 had accused^ in the execution 
of my duty, with malversation, and as unworthy 
offh^qsti were the very individuals who were not 
(mly ploteeted hy the Governor, but chosen by 

h) accomplish his purpmies 
injp^Uim my |uin; and 1 am fully borne, out in 
tip remait li^ the citcunistance, that after an 
a^iirned sittint hy this bench at Newcastie» for 
ne^ly three w^ks b^ore a |)risoQer population. 
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to allow conviot witnesses to be brought from 
distant parts of the colony to attempt the substan¬ 
tiation of these charges, they were on investigation 
found to be “ frivolous and vexatious,” (as will see App. 
appear .by the perusal of one of the magistrate's 
letters to me, who sat on the bench,) and were 
accordingly dismissed. 

No notice was, however, taken even then by 
General Darling of the superintendent's conduct 
in prefering false and malicious charges against 
me, (for the obvious reason, that he had not at 
that time made use of his evidence against me 
before the court-martial); neither would this court 
allow me on my trial to prove that this man, 
as well as others, was an interested witness, 
nor permit me to shake the credibility of such 
evidence, having most severely censured me in 
their sentence for having attempted to do so, 
designating my conduct as ** insolent, unmilitary, 
and disrespectful ” to them; all which was meant 
not to leave me a chance of mercy, when the 
minutes of the court-martial should come to be 
examined at home. 

Lieut.-General Darling, notwithstanding this 
civil investigation, again brought forward ^hese 
two said infamous charges against me before a 
gene^^ll court-martial, in which, as I have before 
stated, he was my prosecutor, and the nominator 
of the whole court who tried me; but even then 
they could not be substantiated; but of this persecut¬ 
ing conduct, on the part of my prosecutor, no notice 
was ever taken by the court-martial who tried me* 

At the same time that I was forced as a 
criminal to answer these charges before a bepch 
of magistrates at the station I commanded, a 
military court of inquiry, illegally and fee^arly 
constituted, was omered from Sydney to New¬ 
castle by Lieut-General Darling, toexambe bio 
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my military cdruiuet. T?he president of this court 
(a particular friend of the Governor's, who had 
been sent from England as commandant of Nor¬ 
folk Island, but had his destination changed by 
General Darling, and appointed tp a most lucra¬ 
tive situation at Sydney,—that of civil superin¬ 
tendent of police, for which he received a salary 
iSeeApp. of £600 per annum from the colony) was ac- 
iiro.24. companied by two military officers from the 
girrison, as members; one of whom (Captain 
Forbes, 39th regiment) officiated as deputy judge- 
See App. advocate, for which, contrary to usual practice, he 
received extra allowances of some guineas a-day, 
as did the whole commission.* 


A soldier of my own company, of the very 
worst character (one Thomas Budd), who had 
previously been sent for by the military secre¬ 
tary and major of brigade, accompanied this court 
back from Sydney in the same vessel to New¬ 
castle, where he openly stated to the other soldiers 
of the Veterans, ** that Governor Darling had given 
him a chair, to sit down for several hours in his 
Ejecelkncfs office; promised him his discharge, and 
to be the making of hm, or any other soldier, 
who would come forward on Captain Robisons 
trial and give eoidmee against him;' and, at the 
same time, be tampered with the other soidierfi 
of my company to effect a like purpose: all of 
which will TO seen in his evidence, and that of the 


I Extract Other Veterans, on reference to the minutes of my 
ceafft-mactial—fhe and they having been sum- 
inoTO(|' by Gen^ Darling for the prosecuthn, 

as this did this cmt 

ysM. corui^ met 1 

ipjjjg soldier, w^ openly acknowledged to the 


^ 'Captiun Fortii, as Seting itid^e-^rocate, netted upwards 
of £l5b tor his ass^ance in ccmdacting the prosecution I 
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court that he had accused the Governor of having 
“ made great offers” to him, to “ induce him to 
give bis evidence against ” me, was suffered to go 
unpunished, notwithstanding I addressed an offi* 
cial letter to the nresident and court on the subject, 
of which no nonce was taken; and the Governor ^ 
had the hardihood to bestow favours afterwards se*. New ; 
on this person: for it will be found, that, after the S 

trial, he obtained a grant of land, a discharge from for isos, 
the service, and a pensbn. i®’"- 

After being kept in arrest at Newcastle for 
several months^ whilst the minds of the garrison, 
who were to try me at head-quarters, were poi¬ 
soned against me by the propagation of the most 
infamous calumnies, I was at length ordered to 
Sydney, (the expenses of my own and family’s See App. No. 
passage to which place have never yet been re- 
imbursed me,) and was brought before a general ben of the 
court-martial upon eight charges, drawn dp 
General Darling himself, founded for the most 
part on alleged acts of insubordinaticm and breach 
of discipline. 

The friends and brother-officers/>f those 1 had' 
accused were nominated by the Lt-Gen. as pre¬ 
sident and members, and one of them appointed to 
act as deputy judge-advocate in conducting tbh pro¬ 
secution. The latter, instead of being one of the 
oldest and most experienced, was one of the youx^st 
and most inexperienced officer^ of the whole gam- 
son, having only received his ensigncjr in 1823; 
and . from the circumstance of his having been a 
member on the court of inqmty, was incompetesd 
(as laid down by all authorities on military ,law) 
to officiate as judge-advocate on my trial be^e a 
general court’-mart^al, ^ r 

The selection of Captain Forbes for'ibis (luty 
1 cannot but impute to a sinister motive; as there 
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was at the same time in the garrison an old and 
experienced officer, who held a deputation from 
home of deputy judge-advocate, but who, on this 
occasion, was not so employed. 

I protested strongly against Capt. Forbes, and 
another member, Capt Grotty, *39th regiment, 
having any thing to do with my trial, but both 
these challenges were over-ruled. 


The daily minutes of my court-martial were 
carried by the deputy judge-advocate, as soon as 
the court rose, to my prosecutor at Government- 
house, during the nine weeks that my trial lasted; 
and Captain Forbes also allowed the minutes to 
be read by the prosecutor’s chief witness, Captain 
Sturt, in his own private quarters—and tkat^ too, 
at the time Captain Sturt was under examination. 

This I myself witnessed, and protested against 
it in open court, when Captain Forbes acknow¬ 
ledged he had done so, as well as the impropriety 
of it; from ail which circumstances 1 could not 


but infer, as did also my ,legal advisers who 
attended my trial, that the Lieut.-General as pro¬ 
secutor, and,Captain Sturt as his Excellency’s 
chief witness,* had most unjustly and illegally in¬ 
terfered with the court’s proceedings, 
jSdeApp.No.. Upon my trial being closed, ^e proceedings 
^ittf cmLS by Lieut.-General Darling, forwarded to 
^pond-" England; and by a general order die court was 

^eofoneof ^i^golvedi 

I was detained a prisoner in New South Wales 
^Sweeny, (potwithstSudhig Orders had been sent from Eng- 
^ la^' sateen iimnths previously, to disband my 

c^ptUiy) fori upwards of two years before the 
sei^lpe was jmade known to me, remaining ail 
•l^^ftne dei^aded and disgraced in the eyes of 
i'l^arihy and^ colony^ excluded Immtll sodety, 
regfjlated almwahces stopped;'mid not 
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until the month of April last was the sentence 
promulgated; which was to the effect that, having 
been found guilty,on some of the eight charges, I 
was sentenced to be “ dismissed the service,” and 
from that day struck off all pay and allowances 
in his Majesty! army. In addition to this sen¬ 
tence, the court passed a most severe personal 
censure upon me for having protested (by the 
advice of my counsel) against its irregular and 
partial proceedings; and I am prepared to prove, 
that the most unjustifiable measures were resorted 
to, to prevent my introducing such exculpatory 
matter as would have shewn what the real 
motives of my prosecutor were in bringing me 
to trial, and have fully exonerated my cha¬ 
racter from the imputations he cast upon it. 

1 applied for a grant of land, such as had been 
given by General Darling to all the other officers 
and soldiers of the Veterans, who were disbanded 
and remained in the colony, and each of whom 
had also received mechanics (free of any expense) 
from government, to enable them to erect build- 
ingrupon their grants, implements of husbandry, 
certain portions of cattle, &c. as* well as fi'ee SeeApp. 
rations for themselves and families. But all the 
above indulgences I was refused! 

General Darling, however, was in the habit of 
bestowing profuse favours on such of the Veteran 
officers as were in his good graces; for, shortly 
after our arrival in the colony, he removed the 
subaltern of my company to a civil situation, with 
a salary of £400 per annum,, in addition to his Sw App. 
cavalry full pay, free rations, &c. in'ihe Veterans, ^ 
with vrhom he did no duty. 

This was also the case with Assisitant-Surgeon 
jplibsoQ, the (mly medical officer attach# t^ these 
companiesi who, while -on .the M . p^-ofvQm 
Veterans, with whom he was doing no duty, w«b 

c 
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placed on the civil medical establishment by 
ee App. General Darling, for which he received a colonial 
salary, in addition to extensive free grants of land 
of several thousand acres; all this being in direct 
violation of the express orders of the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, as also of an act of parlia¬ 
ment. 

I would call upon the reader to observe the 
treatment which I, as senior officer, who had raised 
and brought the companies out from England, met 
with, and contrast it with that of the above-men¬ 
tioned favoured individuals. In my case, I was 
not only denied the regulated allowances to which 
my rank entitled me, and which were granted to 
all the officers in the colony, but by a continued 
and unexampled series of military oppression, was 
made a victim to the conscientious performance 
of my duty in the different stations where I com¬ 
manded, % attempting to protect the interests of 
the Government, in exposing the acts of plunder 
and peculation practised by officers to those 
authorities whose duty it was to have taken 
notice of, and put a stop to, such abuses, and'not 
to have ruined and made me a sacrihce to the 
honest and upright line of conduct 1 pursued, and 
which it has been my pride and endeavour through 
life to maintain in all situations. 

Immediately on the sentence of the court 
being made known to me in New South Wales, 
I was compelled to sell off all the" little personal 
property I pos^ssed, to meet the heavy expenses 
of my own and family’s voyage to Europe; and I 
embarked for^England, where 1 Imided a few 
mon Mbs ince, I thrown out of employment, and 
ppss^mg no (>ecuniary resources whatever. 

^ I applied, Without loss of time, to the General 
eommanding4^-chkf, through his military secre¬ 
tary, fbrja revision or reconsideratimi of ihy case; 
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in hopes, if I could not get justice done me by 
being restored to the service, J might at least be 
allowed the sales of my commissions, having 
served chiefly on foreign stations for Upwards of 
twenty-five years, and purchased my company; 
but after several months most anxious suspense, 
it was notified to me that my request could not 
be complied with. And lam now, after havingseeApp-N^ 
devoted the best years of my life to the service, 32. 
and expended all the property I ever possessed iHforwSdeffi 
it, turned adrift upon the world, to support myself Sir James ' 
and family how I can. m 

The whole proceedings of my court-martial, Lordship’s 
I am legally advised by the first law authorities, 
bcfth in New South Wales and England, are 
directly contrary to law and the practice of con¬ 
ducting such courts. And, to give the opinion of 
one of these legal gentlemen, in his own words, 
in a letter from the colony, to a highly distinguished 
member of parliament, i was “ made the victim of 
a most foul conspiracythe original documents in 
proof of which 1 am ready and most anxious to lay 
before any candid and competent tribunal, whether, 
of a civil or military description. 


London, March 1831, 


K. ROBISON, 

Late Captain New South Wales 
Royal Veteran Companies, 


Since the foregoing pages were sent to the 
press, the following correspondence with the 
General commanding-in-chief has taken place, 
through his lordship’s military secretary 

’ Londm, March 

, MY LORD, " 

The Jvdge-Advocafe-Oeneral hayii^ lately been 
pleased to allow me to examine the original minutes of my court- 
martial, lodged in his office, and compare them with my own,^ 
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1 found 80 many discrepancies on the ori^nal proceeding, that 
1 felt it necessary to obtain the advice of a hi^h legal functionary; 
and I beg to enclose your lordship six objectiohs made by him to 
the legality of the proceedings. 

May 1 rcKjhest tiie favour of your lordship (as sopp as conye« 
nient) laying the same before the General commanding-in-chief. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

R. ROBISON, 

Late Capt, N. S. W» R. V. Com. 

M. Generalf 

Lord FUzroy Somerset, K.C.B. 

Military Secretary, Horse Guards. 

Some Points of Remark suggested by a short Inspection of the 
Minutes of Captain Robison's Court-Martial. 

1st. Though the eight charges were (as the practice upon 
oanrts-martial require) brought forward at ^e trial seriatim, with 

evidence in support of each, yet, in the original minutes of 
the proceedings lodged in the Judge-Advocate-Generars office, 
the charges are all heaped together, and the evidence given in 
mass, so that it is impossible to ascertain, upon the face of the 
minutes, by what evidence a given chaise was attempted to be 
sustained. 

2d. On the llth, 12th, and 14th of July, Captain Sturt was 
called as witness for the prosecution on the first and second 
charges, on which Captain Robison was convicted, and was 
cross-examined by Caj^in R.; but this cross-examination is 
not entered at its right place, as having taken place on those days, 
or in reference to those charges, but is entered as having taken 
place at a period of some weeks subsequent (11th August), and 
when a totally distinct charge (the seventh) was under consi<^ 
deration; so that, when the minutes are inspected, the whole 
effect of that cross-examination is lost. 

3d. Lieut. Robertson, Mr. Mackie, and Mr. Wright, were 
called as witnesses for the prosecution on several of the charges 
on which Captain Robison was convicted; and Captain R. 
attempted to cross-examine them, with the object of shewing 
that he had had occasion to prefer charges against each of theim 
persmxs ibr misconduct in their official capacity; but the court 
would not permit jny questions of that tendency to be put. 

4lh. 'Thomas Ruad, a private, was called for the prosecution 
in support of the uixd chai^ for exciting the men to discontent, 
charge (Apt Robison m convicted. Budd admitted, 
;d$5t^ss-examinat^h, that, ip conversaUon with wvates Munly 
iebid Pragnall, he l^d smted tW he had conversed with Gm&mos 
Bditml, the prosecutor, talking the evidence that he was to gm 
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against Captain Robison^ and that weat promises had been made 
to him touching that evidence. This account was afterwards 
confirmed by Murray and Pragnall, who stated that Budd had 
so expressed himself. 

William Crutchley, private, a witness in support of the same 
charge, admitted, on cross-examination, that Budd told him that 
all the Veterans who should come forward against Capt. Robison 
would get their disckargeSf and no others of the Veterans. 

^Charles Faunt, private, a witness in support of the same 
charge, admitted, on cross-examination, that Dudd had told him 
that he had received assurance from Captain Sturt (a witness for 
the prosecution, and military secretary to the Governor) that he 
should be well provided for hereafter; and that Faunt, if he joined 
him in making charges and complaints against Captain Robison ^ 
should he also well provided for, 

(N.B. The said Thomas Budd has since the trial received a 
grant of land, been discharged, and pensioned, from the Veterans, 
as appears by General Orders of Governor Darling, bearing date 
the 4th and 16th days of July, 1829. New South WeJes General 
Orders of 1829, Nos. 107 and 113.) 

5th. The questions put to witnesses in support of the prose¬ 
cution are in a great variety of instances of a leading Character, 
and on that ground manifestly irregular and unfair, 

6 th. The Chief Justice or New South Wales (upon the sen¬ 
tence of Captain Robison’s court-martial being promulgated in' 
the colony) addressed a letter to Captain R., stating that a 
certain letter of his to the Governor, which had been brought 
forward to convict Captain Robison upon the first two chatges 
by the prosecutor. General Darling, “ ought not to have been 
received by the court, as it had been, as legal evidence; and that, 
even if receivable, it by no mans proved the fact which it had been 
supposed to establish,** The Chief Justice farther ^stated, that it 
was of such manifest injustice to Captain Robison, that he would 
address the Secretary of State for the Colonies upon the subject. 


Horse Guards, J/nil 4,1831. 

SIR, 

Having submitted to the General commanding-in- 
ohief your letter of the 22d ultimo, stating that the Judge- 
Advocate-General having lately been pleased to allow you to 
examine the ori^nal miiiiiteB of your court-martial lodged in his 
office, and compare them with your own, you found so ^^n^ 
cUscrepancies on the original proceedings, mat you iMi felt it 
necessary to obtain the advice of a hi^ legal foncttOnary,’* and. 
enclosing ** six objections made by mm to the legality of the 
proceedings,” I have received Lord Hill’s directions to state,' 
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that it is not for his lordship to decide any question which a 
complainant may take upon himself to raise upon the legality of 
the proceedings of a general court-martial, which, after due exa¬ 
mination and consideration by competent authority, have been 
submitted to the King, and approved by his Majesty. 

Jt is, under these circumstances, out of Lord Hilfs power to 
enter into the objections to which you refer. 

I have the honour to be, sir, 

Your obedient, humble servant, * 

FITZROY SOMERSFX 

R. Robisonj Esq. 

Late Capt, N. S. W. Veteran Com. 


As the following letter (in reply to one I had 
formerly written to his Majesty’s private secretary) 
pointed out the Commander-in-chief as the proper 
channel through which any application oi mine 
should be made, I, of course, on the present occa¬ 
sion addressed Lord Hill. 

, St. Jameses Palucej Februaty 22, 1831. 

SIR, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 18th instant, which, with its enclosure,* have been submitted 
to the King, who orders me to say that he cannot entertain your 
application, unless recommended by the General commanding- 
in-chief. 

I am, sir, 

, Your obedient servant, 

H. TAYLOR. 

Robert Robison^ Esq. 

Late Capt, N. S. W. Veteran Com. 


* A petition. 
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No. 1. 


Horse Guards, Sept, 2, 1825. 

SIRj 

Hts Majesty having been graciously pleased to 
approve of your being appointed to one of the companies forming 
for service in New South Wales and Van Diemen’s Land, I am 
directed by the Commander-in-chief to acquaint you, that your 
appointment will bear date on the 24th instant, and that the full 
pay of cavalry will be attached to the commission. You will 
therefore, on the receipt of this letter, make arrangemenii for 
repairing, by the 24th of this month, to Chatham, and report 
yourself to Colonel Sir Archibald Christie, from whom you will 
receive further instructions. ’ 


I am. Sir, &c. 

(Signed) H. TAYLOR. 

Copr. Robison, 

Half-pay, 17th Light Dragoons. 


No. 2. 

Notice to the OuUPensumers belonging to His Majesttfs Royal 
Hospital at Chelsea, (including those transferred from Kil~ 
mainham Hospital), who reside in London and its Neighbour¬ 
hood. * 

His Majesty having been pleased to approve of the formation 
of three Veteran companies, for service in New South Wales 
and Van Diemen’s Land, each to be composed of three sergeants, 
three corporals, and fifty privates, for the purpose of being em¬ 
ployed as superintendents and overseers of convicts, in addition 
to their military duty; and that such companies should consist 
of volunteers fbom the out-pensioners of this establishmdhtf who 
shall have home good characters while in the army, and whose 
subsequent conduct shall hive been such as to recommend them 
for the servicer in question; a preference bmng, however, gtv<ei> 
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to those pensiduers who were discharged as non-commissioned 
officers, or who have acted in that capacity:— 

Notice is hweby given, that such out-pensioners of the 
description aforesaid, as reside in London and its neighbour¬ 
hood, and may be desirous of volunteering their services in the 
said ccm^anies, are to signify their intention to the Field-officer 
who will be appointed to examine them, and who will attend at 
the board-room of the hospital for that purpose between the 
hours of ten o’clock in the forenoon and three o’clock in the 
afternoon, on the undermentioned days, viz. — Monday, Oct, 3, 
Tuesday, Oct. 4, and Wednesday, Oct. 5, 1825; and such out- 
pensioners'are at the same time to produce to the said Field-officer, 
certificates from the minister and officers of the parish where 
they reside, or from some other respectable persons, to the effect 
that their conduct and habits have been such as to qualify them 
for the employment above described. 

In consideration of the duties to be assigned to the volunteers 
who may be selected for this service, they will be allowed full 
pay of cavalry, viz.—Sergeants, 2s. 2d. per diem; Corporals, 
Is. 7^d. ditto; Privates, Is. 3d. ditto; together with free rations. 
And ^bey will likewise, in case of their reverting to the out 
pension at any future periods be allowed to reckon the term 
they may have served in the said companies, in addition to 
their previous service in the army, with a view to their obtaining 
any increase of pension to which such additional service may 
entitle them under the regulations now in force. 

It is to be observed, that this Notice does not extend to such 
men as, by the hospital books, exceed fifty years of age, or who 
have lost a limb, or labour under any serious bodily infirmity. 
Pensioners, eligible in other respects, will not be objected *o on 
account of their having families, if tiot too numerous. 

By order of the Lords and other Commissioners, 

RICHARD WEAVE, 
Secretary and Registrar. 

^ayal Hospital^ Chelsea, 

Sept. 12, 1825. 


No. 3. 

Horse Guards, April 18,1823. 

MY DEAR GENERAL, 

I be^to introduce to you the bearer of this letter, 
rCaptain Robison, ^ the New South Wales Companies, and to 
recommend him to ^ou as an inteliifltnt officer, who hes proved 
hjmself very zealous and attentive in the formstton of those 
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companies. 1 trust you will find them composed of steady and 
useful old soldiers, and that they will answer the purpose in 
view. 

Lord Bathurst complains of the expensive character of this 
corps, and perhaps with reason; but the inducement of supericnr 
pay was necessary towards obtaining the services of a better de¬ 
scription of men. 

I trust that we shall, ere long, receive letters from you, and 
a satisfactory report of your voyage and safe arrival, and of Uie 
state in which you have found things. 

I must refer you to the papers for news from hence. At 
head-quarters we are well, and ^ing on much as usual. 

Believe me to be ever, with best wishes. 

Most truly and faithfully yours, 

(Signed) II. TAYLOR. 

Lieut.~Gen. Darling, ^c. 4'c. 


Dawning Street, April 6,1%26. 

MY DEAR SIR, 

1 beg to introduce to your notice Capt. Robison, 
who goes out to New South Wales in command of the Veteran 
companies, now under orders for that colony. 

Captain Robison, 1 believe, is already personally known to 
you; but, in consequence of the strong testimonials which 1 
have received in his favour from Mr. Chafles Grant, I cannot 
denpbiyself the pleasure of giving Captain Robison this especial 
introduction to your favour and protection. 

I remain, my dear Sir, 

Yours, very faithfully, 

(Signed) R. W. HAY. 

Lieut.-Gen. Darling, Sfc. 4rc. 


(Private.) 

Dublin Castle, Sept. 15,1825. 

MY DEAR GENERAL, 

1 beg to introduce to you Captain Robison, a 
near connexion of Lord Castlestuart, who is proceeding again 
to New South Wales. My best apology for troubling you, is., 
the reply which 1 receivethi^me time since from Governor Mac¬ 
quarie, m reply to a similar introduction, which speaks of 



Robison in terms which enable me to recommend him to you 
with greater confidence. 

Ever, mj dear General, most truly yours, 

(Signed) HENRY GOULBURN. 

M^Gch^ DarHng, S^c. ifc. 


(Entloture to Mr. Ooulbum.) 

Government House, Sydney, 
March 15, 1819. 

DEAR SIR, 

1 had the pleasure bn the 26th of November last 
of receiving your note, dated 30th July, 1818, per Lieutenant 
Robison, recommending that gentleman to my attentions here; 
and 1 beg now to return you my best thanks for giving me so 
very pleasant and agreeable an acquaintance, which he has 
proved himself to be in every society here. 

Lieut, ^lobison is a very accomplished,' well-informed young 
man, of highly-polished, conciliating manners, and has, conse¬ 
quently, rendered himself a universal favourite here. Mrs. Mac¬ 
quarie and myself have endeavoured to pay him every little 
attention in our power; and, whenever it takes place, we shall 
very sincerely regret his departure. 

From various conversations 1 have had with Mr. Robison, 
he appears to be quite in raptures with this country and its 
delightful climate, and seems anxious to spend a part of his 
life in it, if he could succeed to any respectable official sit^tion 
in it: and from what I have seen of this young man, I thm he 
would do credit to any dfice he might be appointed to. 

* I have the honour to be, 

With respectful esteem and regard, &cc. 

(Signed) L. MACQUARIE. 

Henry Goidbum, Esq.^ M.P. 

Downing Street. 


{Copy of Colonel Sir Archibald ChristWe Report to the 

A^utant-Oeneral.) 

Chathamj March 30,1826. 




I have the honour to report, 1 yesterday inspected 
t&e men of the Neiir South Wales Royal Veteran Companies. 
They are weU dothed and appointed, and a most re^ctable 
old toJdiers. 
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Great credit is due to Captaiu Robison fimr the zeal and atten- 
tion which he has paid to tfteir selection and formation. 

I have, &c. &c. 


To the Adj.-Gen, of the Forces, 

^•C. Si'C. hfC. 


(Signed) A. CHRISTIE. 

Colonel. 


No. 4. 


It is intended that Captain Robison’s 'company of the 
Veterans shall be employed in the duties of the mounted police, 
and furnish die Governor’s guard. 

The vacancies in lieut.-Colonel Dumaresq’s company are to 
be filled up by infantry soldiers from. Captain Robison’s. 

The vacancies in Captain Robison’s are to be filled up by 
the transfer of men from the body-guard and tl|e present 
mounted police. 

The four men of the mounted police at Wallis’s Plains, 
belonging to the 40th, and the four men of the Buffs, are to 
join their regiments, and be replaced by eight men from the 
Veteran troop. 

Eight men of the Veteran troop to replace an equal number 
of the Buffs, attached to the mounted police at Bathurst-*the 
latter to Join their regiment. 

Two men of the Veteran troop to be stationed at Irish Town, 
and iouT in Argyle, as mounted police, as sobn as horses dhn be 
pro^phl. 

T^ other stations (Paramatta, Windsor, and Liverpool) to 
remain as at present. One man qf the Veteran troop to be sent 
to Longbottom to complete that station. 

The distribution of the Veteran troop, when the arrange¬ 
ments are complete, will be as follows:—viz. 


Sergeants. 


Governor’s guard . 1 . 

Bathurst mounted police ... 1 

Wallis’s Plains. I . 

Paramatta . 0 . 

Windsor. 0 . 

Liverpocd. 0 . 

Longbottom. 0 . 

Irish To\fn. ,.... 0 . 

Argyle.. . 0 . 




Privates. 

. 6 

. 12 

. 15 

..... 2 

• • 2 

. 2 

. 2 

. 2 ^ 

•.»•. 4 




3 


47 


« 
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EstabliBliment of the troop:— 

1 Capteun. 

2 Subalterns. 

53 Rank and file. 


Ocf. 10,1826. 


(Signed) R4. DARLING. 


No. 5. 

^GENERAL ORDER, No. 83. 

Sydneyy 25th October, 1826. 

No. 1.—^The Veteran companies are not considered as a 
corps, but are to act independently of each other, under their 
own immediate officers. 

By command, 

H. GILLMAN, 

!* ' 

M^or of Brigade. 


Extract from the Sydney Newspaper, “ The Amtralian,** of 

November 8, 1826. 

By a proceeding which took place in the barracks the 
other day, it would seem that the duties of the New South 
Wales corps are not very accurately defined; at least if any re¬ 
liance can be placed on the statement of one of the members. 

** A court martial was held to investigate into a charge which 
had been made against private John Eberson, for refusin||||D do 
garrison duty, and persisting in such refusal. On inquiry, it 
appeared that Eberson belonged to the New Sooth Wales corps, 
and that after landing here, which was only a few days since, 
he reftised to do the orainary duties of a private soldier, alleging, 
that when he entered the corps, it was upon an express under¬ 
standing that he should have an emplovment different from that' 
to which a man with a red coat on his bar^ is accustomed. 

** Ihere certaJnh appears to be some difficulty in assigning 
to the New South Wales corps the specific duties on which they 
are in future to be employed. To prevent misunderstandings, 
which may lead to Insubordination, they ought immediately to 
be made sensible of their sHu^ion, and to know whether they 
are to act as soldiers in ^rrison, or according to some specific 
arrangements und^ which the corps was fomed. It appears 
quite clear to us, t^t they were not to be considered as soidiere 
ttt (prdinary, and that they will not in anywise interftre with 
that succession of fegiments whitdi take this colony in their 
^ sodte to Bidia, and|^ while stationary, do all garrison duty, ft 
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seemed to be thought, from the intelligence which reached us 
from England previous to the arrival of the New South Wales 
corps, that the men would he distributed over the country with 
their families; that they would act something like overseers— 
have, indeed, a variety of duties cast upon them, all tending 
to prevent the numerous excesses of a prison population. They 
were to form a check upon bush-rdngers—have an eye to re¬ 
puted receivers of stolen goods—exercise a vigilant superin¬ 
tendence over stock-keepers, &c.—interdict intercourse between 
runaways and overseers—prevent quarrellings among the servants 
of distant settlers and the aboriginal natives, and, by settling 
here with their families, help to improve the face of the country. 
But if they are to remain in barracks, and merely do garrison 
duty, the benefit of the contemplated arrangements will be 
wholly lost, and the children of the members of the corps, by 
receiving their ‘ education’ in Sydney, will, in a few years, help 
to increase the number of the indolent and dissolute.’’ 


No. 6. 

Extracts from Capt. Robison*s Reports to the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies and Commander~in-i:hief in England^ dated 
from New South Wales, 

’2dd Decemberf 1827. 

Some little time after my arrival at Bathurst, upon taking 
over the command of the district from Liieut.-ColoDel Wall of 
the Buffs, I found what in my opinion ^peafed a serious viola¬ 
tion q§the rules of the service by that omcer, he having suffered 
a part of the Commandant’s house to be kept as a store for 
Colonel Stewart, (the Lieut-Govemor commanding the Buffs,) 
who caused to be sold to the public from it clothing and other 
articles of necessaries, which bad been sent out in transports 
from England for the express use of the Buffs regiment; .and 
it was a subject of complaint amongst the settlers, that theit 
assigned convict servants could not, m consequence, be known 
from the soldiers, owing to their dress; which very much assisted 
the crime of ** bush-ranging.” 


I was compelled to t^e notice of a highly irregulat imd 
unmilitary practice, which I found to have existed some time, 
in Colonel Stewart’s sending various detachments, composed of 
soldiers of the Buffs, from Sydney to Batiiurst, upon his own 
private concerns; chiefly mi escorts to drays, teams, Sec. 4kc. 
containing farming utensils for his large estate, amounting to 
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fifteen thousand notes of the late Government reserved land, 
close to the settlement. 

Knowing that the garrison duty in Sydney was at that time 
so severe, that the soldiers had only every other night in bed, 
I lost no time in reporting the circumstance, through the military 
secretary, Lieut. Condamine, 57th regiment, to his Excellency 
Lieut.-General Darling; and I beg to refer you to the accom¬ 
panying correspondence:— 

Commandant's Office, Bathurst, 
20th March, 1827. 

SIR, . . 

Having been applied to by Deputy Assistant- 

Commissary-General Howard to sign ration returns for various 
men of the BulFs, who are not included in the duty strength of 
this district, I have the honour to request you will be pleased 
to inform me in what capacity they are to be mentioned in my 
monthly returns. 

Three out of the five soldiers lately arrived from Sydney 
have produced the accompanying copy of a pass; the others 
have merely stated “ they expect” their discharge. 

, 1 have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) R. ROBISON, 

Capt. New South Wales Veterans, 
and Commandant. 

Lieut. Condamine, 57th Begt., A. D. C. 

Military Secretary, Sydney. 


His Majesty's 3d Foot, or Buffs, commanded by 
Colonel William Stewart, 

Permit the beqrers hereof, privates John Loverstone and 
William Sutherland, soldiers of the above-named regiment, 
toge^er with John Sullivan, one of the four private servants 
altowed me by Government, to pass from hence to Throsby 
Par%** In Argyle, and from thence to proceed with a small 
flock of Merino sheep, belonging to me, across the Cockbundoon 
Range, and by the residence of Mr. M‘AlIister, justice of the 
peace,' to the River Abercrombie; down the banks of which 
they will proceed for Bathurst, wher^ they will report their 
arrival, gud that df the sheep, to Lieut.-Colonel Wall of the 
atod to ddouf-Sergeant M'Gregor, my overseer there. 

• Soldiers* rations are to be, issued to them at the several 
commissariat stations; and the stock-keepen at each s^totion 
will bo^eiM to hlmrt the mimber of rations issued by him on 
the bi^ ofthispw> ami to what date he has ration^ them, 
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as a voucher for the guidance of the Quarter-master of the 
regiment,* and of the deputy Commissary-general.f 

After they have rested a few days after their arrival at 
Bathurst, private John Loverstooe will rejoin the head-quarters 
of the regiment at Sydney by the first opportunity; but private 
William Sutherland, and the private servant, John Sullivan, 
will remain with my other servants at Bathurst until farther 
orders; and John Sullivan will be rationed with my two other 
private servants now there, the same as a soldier, spirits excepted, 
as arranged with the deputy commissary-general at Sydney.f 

Given under my hand at Sydney, this 6th day of February, 1827. 

(Signed) WILLIAM STEWART, 

ldeut.-0(rvemor. 

P.S.—A sealed haversack is herewith sent by the bearer, 
addressed to William Sutherland, and scaled in three different 
places with red wax and the regimental seal, and which contains 
two letters, with one pound of tea, and two pounds of sugar, 
for William Sutherland's use. 

(Signed) WILLIAM STEWART. 


I hereby certify that Private John Loverstone, of the Buffs, 
and one private servant, received their rations at Sydney, the 
8th February. 

(Signed) M. FUGLESON, 

Acting Qua/ier-m&sier’Sergeant, Bufft. 

Commandanf$ OfficCf Batfm-st, 
2Sth Februartf, 1827. 

SIR, 

, The three men which have been sent to Bathurst 

with Colonel Stewart's sheep, viz. two soldiers and one private 
servant, are to be rationed at the commissariat stores. 

I send their pass, on which you ^rceive is inserted the 
provisions they have received on the road since they left Sydney, 
It would be as well to give them rations up to the period that 
Colour-Sergeant McGregor has received rations for the other 

* There was no Quarter-master to the reg^ent. He died upwards of 
a year previously to this pass being issued I 

f Mr. Wemyss, the depu^ Commissaiy-geneial in clorge of the 
department, informed me that he had made no mieh anangements, and 
that it was &lse.-~R. R. 
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men of Colonel Stewart's establishment; after which he can 
draw provisioas for them also. 

I anij See. 

(Signed) CHAS. WALL, 

LkiU^Col. Buffii, Commandant, 

Cftarles Howard, Esq. 

Dip. Assist.-Commimty-'Oeneral, Bathurst. 


Bathurst, March 20, 1827. 

SIR, 

I have to request that rations may be issued to 
two soldiers of*^the Buds, employed by Colonel Stewart, for 
which Captain Robison, the commandant, has agreed to sign 
a return ; and when I go to Sydney, I will, if necessary, cause 
an authority from the deputy commissary-general to be sent 
you for so doing. 

I am, &c. 

CHAS. WALL, 
Ueut-^Cohnel, Buffi. 

Charles Howard, Esq. 

Dq>. Assist.-Commissary-General. 


Receiving no answer to the above communication, although 
every other letter, to the amount of eight or ten, were replied to; 
and a fresh detachment of the Buffs having arrived, as an escort 
to another private dray of Colonel Stewart’s, I wrote the follow¬ 
ing letter, enclosirfg the pass, which was also unanswered:— 

* 

Commandant's OMce, Bathurst, 
i6th April, 1827. 

SIR, 

On the 20th ult. I had the honour of forwarding 
a letter relative to the detention of some men of the Buffs in 
this district; and as I have received no answer to it, and being' 
again applied to by Deputy Assist.-Commi9sary-Gen. Howard 
here (wWe letter I enclose), 1 beg forward you a copy of my 
former coni^aianication. 

I take this opportunity of observing, that a very irregular 
practice exists of, soldiers being sent into this district from 
Sydn^, w^out reporting themselves to this head-quarters. 

> ' I the honour, &c. 

! (Signed) R. ROBISON, 

Capt. N. S, Wales f^rans, Commanding. 

Lieut. Coadamim, A. D.C. 

Acting Military iSetmary, Sydney. 





Hit Majesty's 3rf Footi or etminandisd hy 
Colonel Willkm Stewart, 

Permit the bearers hereof, privates William Brown, George 
Brunt, and George Kearns, of the 3d regiment of foot, or Buds, 
to pass from hence to the Commandant's at Bathurst on duty, 
in charge of a dray with stores, and accompanied by twelve 
prisoners of the crown,* assign^ servants to Lieut.-Governor 
Stewart; and who are to return to the head-quarters of the 
regiment at Sydney, when they have delivered over the govern¬ 
ment servants in question, tqgether with the dray and stores, 
to Sergeant McGregor at Bathurst. 

Given under my hand at Sydney, this 6th day of March, 1827, 

(Signed) WILLIAM STEWAKT, 

lieut.-Colonel, Buffs, (Old Colonel. 

To cil whom it may concern. 


® Rationed by me at Sydney up to the 8th March, 1827, 
inclusive; and they are to draw rations at Emn Plains, to carry 
them on to B^urst. 

(Signed) M. FUGLESON, 

Actmf^ OMorter-mnkr-’Sergeant, 


I likewise found men of the Buffs raiment employed upon 
Colonel Stewart’s faim; and, in short, sudi a lystem carrying on 
as wal, in my opinion, greatly injurious and derogatory td the 
service, particularly with reference to tbe nature of the colony, 
and emanating from so high an authority as its Lieut.-Govemor. 

The major of brigade, also a captain of the Buffs, (Gillman,) 
was a large land and 'stock-holder, and had just then sold 
several hundred head of sheep and cattle at the Bathurst settle¬ 
ment, having procured leave of absence frcnn Sydney to proceed 
there. 

Colonel Stewart was sdso in the habit of forwarcling de¬ 
spatches in the name 'of the Colonial Secretary, and making use 
of the constables who were stained on the road for the purpose 
of conveying diem. In one instance I received a d^atcb, 
addressed to me as Commandant, to be forwar^ am 
pomhle haste, puiporting to be j^m the Ckdonml ^relary, 
and ditected on his Majesty^s service, as follows: ^ ' 

** The Cohmtal Secretary requests Captain Robison will haye 

* N. B, Convicts; but the twelve were mechanics.— 

• D * 
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the goodness to forward the two enclosed letters by bearers to 
their destination, with the least possible delay." 

Colonial Secretary's Office^ Sydney. 

March 20,1827. 

Upon niy arrival at Sydney, and shewing the original to 
Mr. M‘Leay, the Colonial Secretary, he declared it was a forgery; 
and Mr. Harrington, the head clerk in the Colonial Office, stated 
it was in the handwriting of Colonel Stewart’s clerk, and ** that 
he could swear to it." 


No. 7.. 


Brigade Office, Sydney, April 21, 1827. 

SIR, 

By the first paragraph of the General Orders, 
No. 38, you will perceive that the Lieut.-General commanding 
has thou^t proper to discontinue Bathurst as a separate district. 
You will therefore be pleased to return to head-quarters. 


1 have die honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, . 

H. GILLMAN, 

♦ Brigade Major. 

■ Capt. Robison, Commandant, Bathvrst. 


, GENERAL ORDER, No. 38. 

April 3,1827. 

No. I.—Captain Robison, of flie Royal Veterans, will return 
to head-quarters; Bathurst being discontinued as a separate 
district. ' 


No. 8. 

No. ^0.395 
1 

War Office, May 30, 1828. 

SIR, 

1 2 m directed to transmit herewith a copy of a 
letter to LieuL-G^oeral Darling, containing instructions for the 
difibandment of the Veteran companies for serfice in New 
South Wales. J 

X'am, &c. 

* j (Signed) L. SULIVAN. 

John,Kirklend, . 



37 


Mr. Kirkland has the honour to present his compliments tb 
the officer commanding the New South Wales Veteran com¬ 
panies, and to annex a copy of a communication he has just 
received from the Secretary-at-War. 

Mr. Kirkland begs to oiTer his services to the officers of the 
corps, and to enclose a form of'power of attorney for the 
guidance of those who may wish him to act as their agent in 
this country. 

General Agent'» Office, London, 

June 5, 1828. 


No. 20.395 


1 


War Office, May 29,1828. 

SIR, _ 

I have the honour to acquaint ymi, that the King 
has been pleased to command that the Veteran companies for 
s^vice in New South Wales shall be disbanded. 

You will have received the necessary instructions from the 
General Commander-in-chief, relative to the disposal of the 
men, who, of course, will be placed upon such pensions as they 
are entitled to. m 

The officers, who may have the option of remaining in New 
South Wales, can only be permitted to receive two months’ full- 
pay from the date of disbandment; and those who return home 
will be allowed full-pay to the date of their arrival. 

You will be pleased to acknowledge the receipt of this letter, 
and report to this office the date of the disbandment of the said 
companies. 

T have, &c. 


Lkut.-General Darling, ^e. 6fC. 
New South Wales. 


(Signed) PALMERSTON. 


No. 9. 


Sydney, July $, 1828. 

SIR, 

I have the honour to request you will be pleased 
to state to me, whether you did not, in the month of June, last 
year (as the Acting Major of Brigade), on the occasion his 
mcellency Lieut.-Gen. Darling embarking to visit the northern 
settlements, bring me an official verbal communication from 
him, to the effect, that his Excellency had been pleased to grant 
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rae leare to return to England, and that I should take charge of 
the first invalids about to be sent home ? 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. ROBISON, 

N. S. W. R. V. Corps. 

Major Innes, 3d Regt. {Buffs\ 

Paramatta. 


Paramatta, July 6, 1828. 

SIR, 

In reply to your letter of yesterday’s date, I have 
the honour to inform you, that I do remember, on the occasion 
of his Excellency proceeding to visit the northern settlements, 
I did verbally communicate to you, that the Lieut.-General 
would give you leave of absence, and that you would get charge 
of the invalids proceeding to Europe. • 

I have the, honour to be. Sir, 

Your obedient servant. 


Capt. Robison, 

N. S, lY. Royal Vet. Company. 


ARCH. C. INNES, 
Major {Buffs), 


GENERAL ORDER, No. 58. 

, June 6,1827. 

The Lieut.-General has been pleased to grant Capt. and 
Brevet Lieut.-Col. Dumaresq, Royal Vet. Companies, leave to 
return to England on his private affairs, for 18 months, to com¬ 
mence from the 1st of the present month. « 

N. B.—Lieut.-Col. D. was absent upwards of two years. He 
did not return to the colony until the month of July 18^; when 
the following General Order was issued:— 

GENERAL ORDER, No. 112. 

Brigade Office, Sydney, Judy 13,1829. 

Lieut.-Colonel Dumaresq, having returned from leave of ab¬ 
sence, will resume his duty as Aid*4e-Camjp, &c.; and l^sign 
Darling, 67th regt will ctmsequently return to the duties of’his 
regiment. ? 

By command, 

(Signed) K. SNODGRASS, 

LtfCcd. and Major qf Brigade. 
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No. 10. 

Extract of a Letter from Mr, Wentworth to Sir G. Murray, 

Secretary of State for the Colonies. Printed by order of 

the House of Commons. 

“ Of the validity of these grounds of impeachment, and tlie 
nature of the offence which they respectively amount to, you, sir, 
will of course take the opinion of his Majesty’s Attorney and 
Solicitor-General; and you will, I have no doubt, sir, be told 
by those high law officers of the crown, that these acts, which 
you will perceive flow necessarily from the Lieutenant-General’s 
admissions, as contained in the various documents set forth in 
Appendix B, even though all the Lieutenant-General’s statements 
and inferences should be true, and the death of Sudds not one 
of the consequences of the illegal punishment which he under¬ 
went on the memorable 22d of November, constitute in law what 
I have designated them, high indictable misdemeanours.” 

Second Extract. * 

“ My chief grounds for believing that this artifice was 
resorted to, will be found in the statement of Captain B.obison, 
of the Royal Veterans, hereunt^ annexed in Appendix D. Of 
the accuracy of Captain Robison s statement, I myself entertain 
iio^oubt; and those gentlemen here, who have known him for 
many years longer than I have, feel, in common with myself, 
perfectly satisfied that no motive of personal malice or ill-will 
would tempt him to swerve in the slightest de^ee from the path 
of truth and honour, I make this prefatory wjservation on his 
testimony, because I am aware that the Lieutenant-General will 
attempt to weaken, if not to shake it altogether, by alluding to a 
late court-martial, in which Captain Robison was the defendant, 
and the Lieut.-General himself the prosecutor. I, for one, feel 
no doubt, that the chief, if not sole, motive in which this court- 
martial originated, was the accidental trying on of these chains 
by Captain Robison, in the manner stated in his letter, and the 
latitude of remark in which Capt. Robison indulged with respebt 
to these instruments of torture afterwards. In a country like 
this, where an organised system of espionage opens the surest 
way to the patronage of the government, and where, conse¬ 
quently, scarcely a conversation takes place in any circle, social 
or Qtherwise, which is not immedisitely repeated at Governmea|i- 
house,—-in such a lamentable state of society, in which no 
can trust his neighbour, it is impossible that Captain Robisoh’s 
observations, with respect to the character and weight of these 
bhaina, couM have been long unknown to the Lieut.-General; 
and it is evident that this gentleman’s private and individual 
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experience being thus at variance with the Governor’s and the 
Colonial Secretary’s public and official statements, it became 
expedient, if not essential, to the vindication of their jpvblic 
character for veracity, as to their very official exhieme, that 
some measure should be adopted to get rid of, or at all events 
to weaken, the effect.of testimony, which it was foreseen would, 
sooner or later, rise in awful array against, them. Hence a 
court-martial, the result of which, notwithstanding the fml 
means which were practised by this powerful prosecutor to get 
Capt. Robison cashiered, and the highly objectionable elements 
of which the court was in part composed, no one here doubts, 
who heard the trial, will prove highly honourable to this perse¬ 
cuted officer.” 


No, II. 

GENERAL ORDERS, No. 63. 

• My 14,1827. 

Captain Robison, of the Royal Veteran companies, will hold 
himself in readiness to proceed to Norfolk' Island, in the room 
of Captain Wright, of the 39th regiment, notified for the com¬ 
mandant of that settlement in the General Orders, No. 59. 

By command. 


9ENERAL ORDERS, No. 66. 

t My 18,1827. 

The lient.-General directs that six privates, single men, of 
Captain Robison’s company of the Royal Veterans, will be in 
readiness to proceed to Nonolk Island by the first opportunity. 

By command. 


No. 12. 


GENERAL ORDERS, No. 59, 

June 12,1827. 

P. 2.—Captaiti Wright, of the ^9th re^ment, is appmnted 
Commandant at Norfolk Island, and will proceed py the first 
opportunity to relieve Captain Donaldson, of the 57th regiment. 

By command, 

: H. GILLMAN, 

Mejor of Brigade, 
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No. 13. 


GENERAL ORDER, No. 70. 

July 28,1827. 

The General Orders, Nos, 63 and 66, are cancelled. 
Capt. Wright, of the 39th regiment, will consequently proceed 
to Norfolk Island by the “ Governor Philip,” now under 
despatch for that settlement. Capt. Donaldson, 57th regiment, 
will return to head-quarters by the same vessel. 

By command. 


No. 14. 

GENERAL ORDER, No. 82. 

Stptember 5, 1827. 

Lieut. Brown, two sergeants, and forty rank and file, of the 
57th regiment, will relieve the detachment of the 39th at New¬ 
castle. 

By command. 

' 

GENERAL ORDERS, No. 83. 

September 8,1827. 

Captain Robison’s company of the Royal Veterans will 
relieve the detachment of the 39th regiment at Newcastle, 
as soon as the two companies are equalised. 


GARRISON ORDERS. 


September 8,1827. 

The Lieut.-General has been pleased to direct that the 
Veteran companies be equalised^ 

The under-mentioned non-commissioned officers and privates 
of Capt. Robison’s company, at present attached to the civil 
service of the government, are transferred to Capt. and Brevet 
Lieut.-€ol, Dumaresq’s company, from ffie 25th ult. inclurive.. 

' [Here follow the names.] " 

N.B.—^The mounted police and Governor’s body-guard are 
termed the “ Civil Service” in the colony. 
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No. 15. 

GOVERNMENT AND GENERAL ORDERS. 

Colmial Secr^ary's Office, Dec. 21,1825. 
The Governor has been pleased to appoint Henry Duma- 
resq. Esq. to be his private secretary. 

His Excellency has also been pleased to appoint Henry 
Dumaresq, Esq. to be clerk to the Executive Council, until his 
Majesty’s pleasure shall be known. 

By his ExceUency’’s command, 

(Signed) F. GOULBURN, 

Colonial Secretary. 


(50VERNMENT ORDER, No. 39. 

Colonial Secretary*g Office, Nov. 3,1826. 
His Excellency the Governor has been pleased to appoint 
Lieut.-Colonel Henry Dumaresq to act as clerk to the Legis¬ 
lative Council, in the room of Mr. Douglass, till farther orders. 
By his Excellency’s command, 

ALEXANDER M‘LEAY, 

, Colonial Secretary. 

N.B.—^These were only part of his dvil appointments. 




No. 16. 

Extract. 

Colonial Secretary*s Offike, 
Sydney, Oct. 4,1827. 

SIR, 

1 am directed by his Excellency the Governor to 
requ^i that you w^ll provide a quarter, consisting of two rooms, 
in some of the buildings under your charge, for C^ain Robison, 
of the Royal Veteihn company, who is proceeding to Newcastle. 

I have, 8ec. 

(ijigned) ALEXANDER M^LEAY, 

Cokmal Secretary. 

Mr. Mtxkmf 

Se^iinlendent of fioikviett, 4^c. 

Nemastle. 
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No. 17. 

Newcastle, Sth February, 1828 . 

Sill, 

As my commanding officer, I take the liberty of 
addressing to you a few lines, trusting to your goodness to 
represent my case in that quarter from whence emanates my 
cause of complaint. In 1825, 1 was dischai^ed from the 17th 
Lanceis, with eighteen years* service, having served upwards of 
ten years in Inffia, under the immediate command of Lieut.- 
Colonel the Hon. L. Stanhope, through whose intercession, and 
J^he kindness of Lord Fitzroy Somerset, I was put down to fill 
the first vacancy that occurred in the Ordnance Department as 
barrack sergeant; but shortly after receiving my discharge, and 
before any vacancy took place, I was informed that three com¬ 
panies of Veterans were about to be raised, selected entirely from 
the pension list, and those of the best of characters, to proceed 
to New South Wales, there to be employed as superintendents, 
overseers, &c. I embraced the opportunity, thinking, by a steady 
adherence to that line of conduct for which I was so strongly 
recommended on leaving my regiment, I should be enabled to 
provide decently for my wife and family. I accordingly repaired 
to Chatham, and was introduced to you, sir, by Major Bently; 
you asked me if 1 had any testimonials of good conduct; 1 pro¬ 
duced documents from the whole of the senior officers then 
present with the regiment, most of whom, sir, you was person¬ 
ally acquainted with, and which you was pleased to say were the 
strongest you ever read. It beings soon finally settled, 1 was 
entered upon the strength of the companies, which was no sooner 
dmie^han I received a letter fron% the Ordnance Department, 
appoOTting me barrack sergeant at Tilbury Fort barracks; but 
having engaged to proceed with your company to New South 
Wales, I sacrificed it; at the same time 1 wrote a letter of thanks 
to Lord Fitzroy Somerset, and stated my reasons for declining so 
eligible a situation. Immediately after my joining the companies, 
you was pleased to appoint me acting quarter-master sergeant, 
which duties I have since and do still perform, and to which has 
been added that of pay-sergeant to the company for the last 
eleven months. Upon my arrival at Sidney, I expected to be 
placed in some civil employ; but month' after month eUpied 
wkhottt the least notice being taken, nor has any offer or pro¬ 
posal of any thing of the kind ever been made to me. I have 
hitherto endeavoured to perform the military duties required of 
me, still fiatterhig myself, that when a vat^cy occurred 1 should 
be appdinted^ but having waited for eighteen months, afid find¬ 
ing my expectations as remote now as when I lemded in the 
colony, and likewise observing that vacancies occur so often that 
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they seem obliged to take subaltern and petty officers of trading 
ves^ arriving at Sidney to fill them; 1 therefore humbly re¬ 
quest, sir, that yoii will have the goodness to represent my case 
to his Excellency the Governor. It may be ui^d, sir, that in 
consequ^ce of so manv complaints being presented against 
several of the Veterans who have had dvil employments, his Ex¬ 
cellency declines appointing any more; but surely, sir, that ought 
not to affect me, as there has been no complaint made against 
me since 1 have been in the colony. That several of the men's 
conduct has been complained.of, 1 readily admit; but may I be 
bold enough to ask, sir, from whence originates the major part 
of those complaints ? Merely this, sir; the men felt themselve% 
aggrieved at being under the control of, and obliged to obey, 
the orders of convicts; nay, sir, many of them compelled to 
associate, diet, and sleep, in the same hut with convicts of the 
worst description. No man possessed of the least spark of pride 
(and there is no good soldier without it), but must feel himself 
very uncomfortable so situated. Hence arose the majority of 
those complaints; for the men would commit irregularities, merely 
with a view of being dismissed. I do not mention these circum¬ 
stances, sir, with a view of vindicating any misconduct in the 
men: you are well aware, sir, that I always suppressed, as far as 
lay in my power, any misdemeanours that I may from time to time 
have ol^rved, nor did I ever lose any authority by associating 
with, or making equals of, those whom my duty required I should 
keep at a proper distance; no, sir, 1 state it as matter of facts, 
facts that are still in existence; for there is not a single overseer 
belonging to the Veterans employed in Sidney, and there are 
many of them, but |s under the command of a convict or con¬ 
victs. I trust, sir, you will giake a favourable statement of my 
case; there are many respectable situations in this country that 
1 consider myself quite competent to fill, at present held by men ' 
who have not the least claim whatever upon the service. In 
order, sir, to give an idea of the numerous situations in which 
the colony abounds, 1 beg to mention some of those in this small 
setdement of Newraalle:— 

Superintendent of convicts, salary 1501. per annum, house, 
coals, arid servants. | This man came out from England in the 
same transport vessel with myself, in capacity of junior mate aod 
ship's Iten^.—Cleark to magistratee, 120iC per annum, house 
and coals. Hiis ma9 is a convict ^~Chief constable at settle¬ 
ment, 100/. beddes k pension, house, and coals.—District ditto, 
2s. lOd. per diem, with coals. This man is a convict.—Free 
constable, 2s. 3rf, E^tto, dittd, late convicts.—Convict ditto, 2s. 
Ditto,ditto, ali||>resei|tcohvictt.—Jailor, 80/.jper annum; ^art- 
menbi coals, &c. it convict.—Turn keys and constables to jail, 
2s. Sdi and 2s, per diAa. Convicts.—Oinvict overseer, first class, 
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1«. M. per diem; second class, lOd.; third class, 6<i. Pay of the 
Veterans as sergeants, 2s. ^d.\ corporals. Is. 74<2.; privates^ 
Is. 3d. per diem. 1 have taken die liberty to enter into partis 
culars, sir, in order to shear what mortifications the Veterans have 
received from the arrogance of those men placed in those utua- 
tions over them which they had every reason to expect to fill 
themselves. 

I beg leave to subscribe myself, sir, 

Your obedient and very humble servant, 

(Signed) JOHN STAPLES, 

.. Sergeant, Royal Veterans. 

Captain Robison, ^ 

N, S. W. Royal Veterans, commanding at NewastU. 

The above is a conect copy. 

JOHN STAPLES, 

Witness, Sergeant, Royal Veterans. 

J. Sweeny, Lieutenant, 

New South Wales R. V. Company. 


To His Excellency Lieut.-General Darling, Governor and 

' Commander-in-Chief in and over the Territory of New. 

* South Wales and its Dependencies, ^c. 

The humble Petition of CHARLES FAUNT, 

Most respectfully shewetb, • 

# That your Excellence's petitioner holds the rank 

.of lance sergeant in {he Royal Veteran company, and for the 
last nine months has been attached to the civil department at 
Newcastle, as marker at the coal mines. 

That your Excellency’s petitioner has a wife and young 
family of five children, entirely depending on him for subsist¬ 
ence ; and the manner in which he is at present situated, renders 
it impracticable for him to earn any trifling assistance in addition 
to his pay to suppon his numerous family. 

That your petitioner came to this colony undex the imme¬ 
diate auspices of his late Royal Highness the Commander-in- 
chief, at the recommendation of Sir Herbert Taylor, (not on a 
par with the rest of the corps, he being no pensioner,) milkary 
secretary, under the promise of being well provided for m ^is 
colony; solely under that impression, your petitioner jotimd ills 
present corps, in which he feels himsmf tdnlly %adequatc to 
support so large n' family on his b^ pay, 'having the 
arduous duties he has to perform in this present civil situauon. 
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Your petitioner hun^ly begs leave to refer your Excellency 
to his recommendations from Sir Herbert Taylor, and which 
were handed over to your ESfccellency by Captain Robison, at 
your petitioner’s disembarkation in this colony. 

Your petitioner most humbly shewetii, that, your Excellency 
will be graciously pleased to take his case into your humane 
consideration, and grant him such allowance in addition to his 
military pay, as your Excellency in your justice and humanity 
may deem fit, to enable him to support his numerous family; 
ana your Excellency’s petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever 
pray. 

CILA.11LES FAUNT, 

Nmcastle, Octoberf 1827. Atk Sergeant Jt.F.’C. 

Witneis, 

J. SwEESY, Lieut 
New South W^uics V. Corps. 

John Staples, Sergt. 


Military Secretary's Office, Sidney, 29/A Dec. 1827. 

SIR, 

I am directed by the Lieut.-General commanding, 
to request that Sergeant Faunt, of the Royal Veterans, who has 
been employed at the coal mines, may be ordered to join and do 
duty with tl^ detachment under your command. " 

I have, &c. &d. &c. 

CHARLES STURT, 

Captain Rolpsoa, MiUtary Secretary. 

Royal Veterans, S^c, 4re. Src ., 


Newcastle, 11/A February, 1828. 

SIR, 

I hope I may be pardoned the liberty 1 take in 
addressing you; but knowing your general attention to the claims 
and interests of a deserving soldier, I am induced to address the 
following statement to you, and humbly beg you will be pleased 
to forward it to His Grace the Duke of Wellington, Commander- 
in-chibf of the forces* 

About fifteen months ago, I was sent to this place, for the 
purpose of being employed as a marker at the coal mines here, 
by order of his Eiic^lency the Governor. This duty, which is 
arduous of itself, 1 4id for thlrt^n months, 1 hope with credit 
to*myself ami^%atisfi^tiap to the government; indisposition and 
internal suffering was at leagitii.ihe sole cause of ray being 
l^ndc^.the necessity of tendering my resignation to the superin- 
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tendent of public works at this station, which, on bein^ submitted 
to his Excellency, it was accepted, and 1 was ordered to remain 
in the setUement and do duty wim the detachment of the ccmi- 
pany under your command. 

Previous to this epoch, 1 had sent a memorial to Lieut.- 
General Darling, of which the accompanying document is a 
copy, praying I might be allowed some gratuity in addition to 
my military pay, to enable me to support a numerous family of 
five children, to which appeal 1 received no reply. 

Two of my children would be of some service in aiding me 
in the maintenance of ray family, as they are capable of entenng 
a place of service, but not finding any sufficiently respectable 
here to employ them, and from other parental anxiety,’'they 
being females, I was necessitated to forward them, together witn 
the mother, to head-quarters, Sidney. 

Thus being placed, by orders of his Excellency, afar from my 
family, they depending on me for support, and yet unprotected 
by me, I am constrained to say, that having come out under the 
immediate auspices of his late lamented Royal Highness, the then 
Commander-in-chief, at the recommendation of Sir Herbert 
Taylor, military secretary, I had expected in some way to be 
more beneficisdly placed W the government here, with some 
means of maintaining my family; and in most respectfully re- 
(]^uesting you to submit this to the high authority before men¬ 
tioned, I humbly presume to anticipate some favourable result. 

I am, sir, with the highest respect, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

CHARGES FAUNT, 

Captain Robison^ L, Sergt. R. V. C. 

Commanding N. S. W. Vtterans^ Newcastie. 

Witness, 

J. SwEKNY, JLieut. 

New South Wales V. Corps. 

JoHK Staples, Sergt. 


.4 

Nemmtkf i9tk Janimry, 1836. 

SIR, 

With due submission, 1 forward these few Imeit 
to you, hoping ffiey will meet your approbation, iu me laying 
the following statement before yon. Under proc^atibiH hew¬ 
ing tiate 23d December, 1826, by his Lords (^mbai^kmers, 
ai^ othma of bis Msyesty’s Royed Hospital, Chelsea, and t^ree- 
al^ to the terms therein, I entereu the New South Wales 
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Veteran companies, as a superintendent or overseer of convicts; 
and after my arrival in Sidn|^, was immediately placed on the 
garrison list for military duty, and shortly after was banished 
to Newcastle, with often only one night in bed. This I call 
hard duty; but little did I think, nor do I suppose that such 
old deserving soldiers, with good characters, should be selected 
for such hard duties. I have now served for nearly twenty.> 
three years: and during which time have felt and experienced 
the fatigues and harcbhips that attended the continent of 
Europe, from the year 1808 until the year 1819, under the 
command of his Grace the Duke of Wellington. I was recently 
discharged for chronic rheumatism, wounds, dec. 1 never got 
the least chance or offer of any situation in the colony what¬ 
ever, but military duty. I am at this present quite unfit for 
the military duty that is required of me at this present; there¬ 
fore 1 hope you will look into my case, as I feel myself much 
hurt. 


With due submission, sir, 


Your most obedient and very humble Servant, 

hii 

JOHN X KELLEY, 

Mark. 

Giptatn Robison, PrivatOf Royal Veteram Company. 

Witness^ 

J. Sweeny, lieutenaht, 

New Sottifc Wales Veteran Company, 

John Staples, Sergeant. 


Newcastlef 21«r February, 1828. 

SIR, 

I beg leave to lay before you, as being captain 
of the company to which I belong; I having entered into the 
Veterans under terms held out by the Lords Commissioners, 
as to be appointed a superintendent or overseer of convicts; 
but upon my nrriyal in Sidney, New South Wales, I was 
immeoiately ^aced to do garrison duty, often only one night 
in bed; and from thence I was ordered to proceed with my 
company to Newcastle, fiom which place 1 was ordered on 
detached duty to |^oit Stej^ens, and being embarked in an 
open boat, both me, and my wife and family, with a young 
inftint child, where 1 remains one night, and a part of the 
following day, duispg which time I was exposed, both me, 
infe, and family, to a most severe and heavy gale of wind 
and rain, which my baggage being in the open boat, I sustained 
a heavy loss, by a part of my things being trashed overboard 
pd 101 ^ and what^ was not washed away was tottdly damagi^l^ 
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aa they are to be seen at this present. I am now sneering 
from severe pains, which I caught trough being in the open 
boat, in an open sea, on a most dangerous coast. Upon my 
entering into the* Veterans, little did 1 suppose that military 
duty designed for me,, as it is well known that I was 
recently discharged from my regiment, totally incapable of 
further military-duty, which I hope you will take into con¬ 
sideration, as 1 never had the least offer of any situation what¬ 
ever, which was the terms held out in the proclamation by the 
Lords Commissioners and others. 

1 remain, sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
Captain Itohison. WILLIAM PHIPPS, 

Second Veteran Company. 


GOVERNMENT NOTICE. 

Colonial Secretary's Officef Feh. 17, 1827. 

His Excellency the Governor has been pleased to approve 
of the following alterations in the police of the colony. 

In the county of Argyle, private Robert Aikenhead, Royal 
Veteran company, to take charge of the lock-up bouse and 
pound at Boong Boong, in tlie room 8f Jacob Wroughton, who 
IS jn future to act only as scourger and petty constable. 

By his Excellency’s command, 

ALEXAJJDER M*LEAY. 


Memorial of Robert Aikenkead, PrivatOf New South Wales 
Royal Veterans^ Captain Robtson*s Company. 

Agreeable to an order from his Excellency, Lieut.-Gen. 
Darling, Governor-in-chief of New South Wales, I was sent 
to report myself to the bench of mfagistrates for the county of 
Argyle; anu on my' arrival, which was bn the 26th Januaiy, 
1827, they appointed me as chief constable, which situation 
1 took charge of on the 20th Januafy, 1827; but on the I2th 
Felnruary following, the bench had occasion to dismiss their 
gaoler, and at that time they could find no one to fulfil the 
said situation: they asked me if 1 thought I would be able to 
fulfil this duty, along with what I bad taken in hand akeady: 

I replied, that I would do the utmost of my power tb faml 
the two duties, which was very hard. house being on the 
main road, i had all cattle to inspect, with re^rd to brands, 
wd all goveibinait men for their protection. The bench said, 
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to me, that 1 slmuld be paid for the gaol, which was 12/. per 
annum': which situations I faithfully fulfilled to the end of July 
1827. During most of the time that 1 was in office, the con¬ 
stables, which had formerly been convicts, became very refrac¬ 
tory, on account of the case of Robert Taylor, formerly clerk 
to the said bench. He had been empowered by the magis¬ 
trates to draw the constables’ pay, from the secretary’s office, 
Sidney: after so doing, he absconded with it; in this case 
I have had a great deal of trouble, as 1 have in many more 
similar cases. The mounted police and constables were sent out 
after him; and 1 apprehended him myself, concealed under a 
bed, and brought him a prisoner to the bench: and, sir, 1 have 
now to remark to you tW injustice they did me at this time. 
After my trouble in taking the prisoner, I certainly expected 
in this case some encouragement from the bench; but instead 
of that, they set him at liberty for two days, to make up his 
«»books. In course of these two days he absconded a second 
time, and he was re-taken, tried, and death recorded against^ 
him. Sir, this is to shew you their neglect, when I apprehended 
him the first time, in letting him go. In this case, if they had 
kept him safe, I was entitle to 10/. for his apprehension. Sir, 
the above prisoner had been twice convicted before he was clerk 
for the bench. At my resignment I requested a certificate to 
draw the promised pay for the gaol, which I got; and on my 
presenting it to the col5nial. secretary, the answer 1 recmve^ 
was, that nothing more than my military allowances could be 
granted me, sir. And another circumstance that I have to 
mention is, the case of Patrick Goodharty, who was appre¬ 
hended on suspicion of cattle stealing; the magistrates seizing 
the said cattle, and placed them under my charge. I was at 
the expense of keeping a man three months to look after them, 
until the pri^mer’s trial came on; and at his trial he was 
cleared. The magistrates finding thmselves in an error, ordered 
me to deliver his cattle free expensCj which certainly was 
a heavy loss to me. In the first place, the maintenance of 
the man that kept them, and in the loss of about 6/. of 
poundage; and, sir, if you consider my statement, you will 
see that I had every reason to resign and join my company. 

ROBERT AIKENHEAD, Private, 
Captain ^RoibkorCt Company^ New ^outh Wtdei Royal Veterans, 

!■ t WitneOf t 

rj. SwssNY, lieutenant,^ 

Nfut South Wales Veteran Cop^i^. 

JouN Staples, Se^eaik. 

(^tain Robison, 

Cmmas^ir^ Royal Veteran Cmtpany, Neweaitle. 
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Colonial Secretary's Officr, 2d Oct- 1827. 

In reply to your applioation, dated I4th of last 
inontli, for additional pay for ^our services in the Argyle 
Police, I am directed by his Excellency the Governor to inform 
you, that nothing more than your military allowances can be 
granted to you. 

Robert Aikcnheadf Ncwccutle. ALEXANDER M'LEAY. 

SIR, Newcastle^ lOih Feb. 1828. 

I beg the liberty in which I have taken in 
writing these few lines to you. It is merely to lay before you 
the following statement,'&c. Under a proclamation issued by 
the Lords Commissioners and others of his Majesty’s Royal 
Hospital, Chelsea, 3d of October, 1825, and agreeable to the 
terms therein, I entered, with a view of being appointcil as a su¬ 
perintendent or overseer of convicts, on iny arrival in New South 
Wales, which was clearly laid down to me; but on my arrival 
in Sidney, New South Wales, I was ordered to the most hard 
and fatiguing military duty of the colony, as a mounted police, 
stationed at Bathurst, where 1 was constantly out in the bush, 
both nights and days, exposed to rains, colds, and heavy dews 
at nights, without the least notice being taken of the purpose 
for which I was sent WJt, nor got the least offer given me of 
such. During my time in the mounted police, 1 was present 
at the apprehending of several 4 >risoners, which there was a 
reward for, and for which I gave a claim in to you, sir, for a 
part or share, to which I might be eptitlerl, to which you received 
an answer from Lieutenant Everdon, 3d Buffs, then commanding 
the mounted police at that station; that he, fiieutenant Everden, 
did not consider the mounted police entitled to the rewards, and 
therefore he did not think proper to draw it. This hard lieart- 
ening cluty 1 fulfilled for the space of seven months, when I 
was ordered to join ray company in Sidney; then I was con¬ 
tinued to do garrison duty, with often only one night in bed, 
and from thence to Newcastle. N.B. Those men selected from 
the regular troops to do duty in the,mounted police, received an 
additional allowance of 9<f. per diem, for which I received no¬ 
thing but my regular pay, agreeable to his Majesty’s proclama¬ 
tion. So, sir, you being captain of my company, I hope will be 
so kind as to look into this. 

I am, with due respect. 

Your most obedient, bumble seWant, 
Witness, ' WILLIAM WAGER. 

J. Sweeny, Lieut. 

N. S. TY. Veteran Company, 

Captain Robison, 

Commanding Royal Veterans, Nnocmfle. 

E 



52 


NewcoitlCf Januuri/ 11, 1828. 

SIR, 

1 hope you will excuse the liberty in which I have 
taken in laying before you the following staterqent, as being the 
captain of tny company. At my arrival in Sydney, New South 
Wales, 1 was immediately placed to do garrison duty, with one 
night in bed, without ever having the least trial of any situation 
whatever. Military duty was not whatever intended by the 
Lords Commissioners, nor yet by me: for were it so, I would 
not have been passed by any military surgeon, as I was recently 
discharged totally unfit for further military duty;—which I have 
at this present a muskct-ball in ray body, which I received at 
Toulouse, 10th April, 1814—through the effects of wounds which 
I am now labouring under at present. I so continued at my 
duty in Sidney, until ordered with my company here to Newcastle, 
there to do the severe duty of that place, with one night in bed. 
From this I was ordered to Port Stephens, on a detachment duty, 
to protect the Australian Agricnltnre Company. I was obligated 
to lie in an open boat for three days and three nights, during 
which time I was in an open sea and dangerous coast; it rained 
for two days and two nights, and part of the third day, which 1 
was exposed to the whole of the above time mentioned; and 
through the fatigues and colds that I received during the time, 
I was obligated to return back here, and go into hospital, where 
I received nothing whatever but such medicine as might be 
ordered by a colonial assi.'tant-*surgcon—not the least comforts 
whatever—there is no bed or bedding, cooking utensils, or any 
other comforts in it that 1 was used to in a military hospital; 
so that from ray wounds, and fatigues, and colds that I have 
received, has left me at present totally incapable of accomplishing 
that hard military duty sent here to do in this place. So think 
very hard that my health should be so far injured, merely for 
the want of the regular nourishment that I was used to. f was 
sent out here by Government as a superintendent or overseer of 
convicts; but in place of that (convicts) are superintendents’ 
overseers—which has left me to do hard military duty, which I 
am not able to do, as I was discharged from my regiment totally 
unfit for that duty. So I hope, sir, that as you are the captain 
of my company, you will be graciously pleased to look into this, 
as I find myself in duty bound to lay my statement before you. 

I am, sir, with due respect, your most obedient, humble servant, 
I .JOHN MURRAY, 

' Private in Capt. R. liobKon*t Company, N. S. Vet, 

Witness, 

J. Sweeny, Lieut. New South Wales Vet. Corps. 

John Staples, Sergt. New South Wales Royal Vet. 

’^ Captain Robison, commandhg R. Vet. Cmpany, Nemastle. 
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To his Excellency^ Lieut.-General Darling, Governor and Com¬ 
mander-in-chief in and over the Territory of New South 

Wales and its Dependencies, §-c. 

The humble Petition of John Robinson of the Royal Veteran com¬ 
pany, stationed at Newcastle, as orderly to the Military Hospital. 

Most respectfully stateth, 

That your Excellency’s petitioner joined his present corps 
when it was first embodied; and after remaining three months 
in it, he was, in consequence of ill health, discharged. 

I’hat your petitioner on receiving his discharge, he petitioned 
Sir Robert Peel, then Secretary of State for the Home Depart¬ 
ment, for a free passage to this colony, which application was 
recommended by the Deputy-Assistant Adjutant-General of the 
forces, and R. Canning, £sq. In answer to which, he was 
assured by Sir Robert Peel, that if your petitioner came to this 
colony with the Veteran company, he should, on his arrival, be 
appointed to a comfortable situation; and, should a military 
life hereafter disagree with his health, he should have the benefit 
of his former discharge forthwith. 

That your petitioner having served the long period of twenty- 
six years in the army, and finding his present state of health 
much impaired; and feeling himself inadequate to execute the 
duties attached to an active soldier’s life, having a wife and 
family depending on his sole exertions for support: and having 
served in the English metropolis as a constable for a period of 
six years and a half: he most submissively begs leave to refer 
your Excellency, as to general character, to A, M. Baxter, 
Esq., His Majesty’s Attorney-General, and Lieut. Lane, of H. M. 
47th regiment. 

Under the foregoing circumstances, your petitioner most 
humbly prays that your Excellency may be graciously pleased 
to allow him the benefit of his former discharge, and appoint 
him to such situation as your Excellency, in your justice and 
humanity, may deem fit; and for such mark of beneficence, 
your Excellency’s petitioner will, as in duty bound, ever pray. 

ha 

JOHN X ROBINSON. 

mark. 

Witness, 

J. Sweeney, Lieut. 

JV. S. W. Veteran Corps. 

John Staples, Serg. 

N. S. W. Veteran Corps. 

Newcastle, Jan. 15, 1828. 
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Newcastle^ Jan, 26, 1828. 

SIR, 

With due submission, I forward those few lines 
to you, hoping; it may meet your kind approbation to look into 
my case, which is as follows:— 

Under proclamation, dated 23d Dec. 1828, and upon con¬ 
ditions offered and held out to the out-pensioners of His 
Majesty’s Royal Hospital, Chelsea, I enter^ to be a super¬ 
intendent, or overseer, of convicts; military duty was not by 
no means intended by me, and many others. 

f arrived in Sydney on the 1st of August, 1827, and, not 
many days after, I was placed on the list for garrison duty, 
without the least offer towards terms held out by proclamation, 
which J am still doing, and labouring under the effect of severe 
wounds which I received at the capture of Washington (Ame¬ 
rica), 24th August, 1814. 

I have served in His Majesty’s 85th regiment upon the con¬ 
tinent of Europe, from the year 1809 until the year 1814, which 
fatigues and hardships are to you and many others well known, 
which 1 suffered with comfort and content in the defence of my 
king and country; also at Flushing, 31st August, 1809, (capi¬ 
tulated). 

I therefore hope, that through your former goodness you 
will look into this and take it into consideration; for tVere any 
such thing as military duty held out by proclamation, I should 
not have entered, and which I find, that through severity of 
wounds, I am rendered totally unfit for military duties. 

I remain, sir, with due submission, 

Your very obedient humble servant, 

THOMAS WALSH, 
Corporal New Souik Wales li. V, C. 

Captain Robison^ 

Commanding R. V. Cotps, Newcastle. 

P.S. I have been invalided from Saint John’s, Newfound¬ 
land, North America, in consequence of severe wounds, and no 
way fit for military duty. 


# Newcaxtk, 2^th Janmrp, 1828. 
SIR, 

1 hope you will pardon the liberty that I am 
about to take in addressing you upon the following subject: 

A proclamation being published by order of the Lords Com¬ 
missioners, and others of his Majesty’s Royal Hospital, Chelsea, 
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bearing date 23d of December, 1826, to the out-pensioners of 
his Majesty’s Royal Hospital, Chelsea: 

It being deemed that an augmentation should take place 
in the three Veteran companies, consisting of mechanics only, 
to act as superintendents and overseers of convicts in the colony 
of New South Wales, and as such and none other did I enter, 
being a bricklayer by trade. 

But shortly after my arrival at this colony, was there sent to 
do military duty, which I continued so to do so long as my health 
permitted. It was not my intent at the time of entering into 
this corps that I was subject to those duties, as I was well aware, 
that through my former services and afflicting wounds which I 
have received on the continent of Europe, would render me 
incapable of performing such hard duties; and without further 
hesitation was sent to Newcastle, there to do military duty, with 
often only one night in bed, without even giving me |he least 
encouragement or trial of my profession in trade. 

I am, sir, with due respect, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

his 

RICHARD X BROWNING, 

mark. 

Witness^ Private 2d Vet. Company. 

J„ Sweeny, Lieut. 

New South Wales R. V. Company. 

John Staples, Sergt. 

New South Wales R. V. Company. 

Captain R4}bison, 

Comnimtding R. Vet. Com. Newcastle. 


Newcastki 26th January, IB2B. 

SIR, 

I am emboldened through your well-known atten¬ 
tion to the justice, rights, and &c. of a soldier, which I do now 
lay before an statement of the same before you, as being captain 
of the company to which 1 now belong. 

According to proclamation, bearing date 23d Dec. 1826, by 
the Lords and others. Commissioners of his Majesty’s Royal 
Hospital, Chelsea, 1 entered under the condition'^ therein laid 
down; I was approved of, and joined at Chatham on the 29th 
January, 1827, and disembarked in this colony in the month of 
August in the same year; dfhd, shortly after my arrival, was 
appointed to the engineer department, as clerk in the lumber- 
yard, Sydney, under the guidance of Captain Dumaresq, of the 
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engineer department. Shortly after, an overseer and crown 
prisoner convict, named Kettle, of the carpenter’s gang, working 
at government house, was dismissed from his charge as overseer, 
I was there and then ordered to go and take charge of the above 
gang. During my time in charge of the above carpenter’s gang, 
1 was visited by a man on horseback, named Peter Howell, a 
crown prisoner convict, who inquired of me how the work or 
works were going on ? I answered him in reply, that the works 
were going on so that there were no reason to complain, and he 
then rode away. In about a week after, I was ordered to the 
lumber-yard, to my former oflice as clerk: in the course of a 
few days after, Lieutenant Condamine ordered me up to the 
Carter’s barracks to an officer that was there, giving me a note 
to the superintendent at the above barracks. I immediately 
proceeded and delivered the above note-to the superintendent. 
I was then sent into the office, and my daily work shewn me by 
a schooFmaster at the Carter’s barracks, as crown prisoner con¬ 
vict, whom, I suppose, had orders to that effect. I asked where 
the quarters was that I was to occupy, which he told me was in 
rear of Mr. King’s, leading into town, where, on my return, I 
found them as directed j the quarters were both small, filthy, 
in an unrepairable state, and partly standing upon an open 
common, and in a state not fit to be seen. 

The day following I reported the case to Lieut. Coqdamine, 
who told me that he would put another Veteran into it to keep 
me company. I told Lieut. C. there were plenty of room in the 
military barracks. I suppose, said Lieut. Condamine, you don’t 
like to go there ? I answered him, no sir, I do not: well, then 
you shall go to Newcmstle, and join your company, there to do 
your military duty; so hold yourself in readiness to join at the 
first opportunity. 

Agreeable to a garrison order I joined your company, where 
I was placed to do military duty, which 1 did as long as my 
health continued; but soon, through rains and cold nights, I 
became a victim, and is now labouring under rheumatic pains 
or cold effects. 

1 am, sir, with due respect, 

Your very obedient humble servant, 
THOMAS BUDD, 

HoyaZ Vet. Company. 


I am now suffering from a severe wound which 1 received at 
Albuhera, on the Ifith.of May, 1^11, in the 31st regiment of 
foot, and is not at whatever able to stand sentry through the 
^^%ct8. 1 never did expect to have been put on such hard duty 
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as this when I entered, I came as a superintendent or overseer; 
as being captain of company to which 1 belong, 1 hope you will 
look into my case. 

(Signed) THOMAS BUDD, 

(A true copy.) Private Royal Vet. Com. 

To Captain Robison, 

Commanding Royal Vet. Com. Newcastle. 

Witness, 

J. Sweeny, Lieut. 

New South Wales R. V. Com. 

John Staples, Sergt. 


R 

271. 

(Mice of (Jrdname, lOM August,\Z'2.1. 

RODERICK ROSS, 

I have submitted to the Board of Ordnance your 
application dated 4t.h instant, soliciting permission to proceed 
to New South Wales as a settler. 

And I am directed in reply to acquaint you, that the Board 
have no objection to your going to New South Wales. 

1 am your humble servant, 

(Signed) R. BYHAM. 
ArtiUery Pensioner, Watfs Court, Aberdeen. 


N.B. This man was obliged to join the Veteran companies, 
(although his pension was equal to his pay, and he had been 
discharged as a non-commissioned officer from the artillery, but 
forced to do private’s duty in Veterans,) and being an excellent 
carpenter, was sent to work at his trade for the government, but 
without his receiving any extra remuneration. 

The greater part of the Veteran companies were old pen¬ 
sioned sergeants from cavalry, life-guards, &c. but, by the 
orders of General Darling, compelled, from their landing in the 
colony, to do garrison duty as privates : old soldiers will under¬ 
stand what sort of degradation this must have been. 

Most of their out-pensions were equal to their pay I but 
there was no redress to be had in New South Wales; and I was 
made a victim of, and ruined, for attempting to do my duty in 
protecting these old and deserving Veterans from the injuries 
and punishments heaped upon them. 

R, R. 
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No. 18. 

Newcastle, October, 1827. 

£17. 

Received from Captain Robison, New South Wales 
Royal Vet. companies, the sum of seventeen pounds sterling, 
being the aniouut of his own and family’s passage-money in the 
Lord Liverpool packet, from Sydney to Newcastle. 

A detachment of Captain Robison’s company came in the 
same packet, under command of Captain R. 

(Signed) ALEX. LIVINGSTONE, 

Master of tine Lord Liverpool Packet. 


No. 19. 


Government House, 24tA October, 1829. 

SIR, 

I have not lost a moment in bringing under con¬ 
sideration of the Lieut.-General commandin|r, the subject of 
your communication, and 1 am directed to inform you, that, as 
he is already acquainted with the various claims you are desirous 
of submitting to a board of officers, as well as the particulars on 
which you found those claims, he considers himself perfectly 
competent to judge of their merits, and must therefore decline 
according to your request. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) 

Captain Robison, 

New South Wales Ropal Vet. Com. 


HENRY DUMARESQ, 
Lieut-Colonel, Private Secretary. 


Brigade Office, Sydney, 24th April, 1830. 

SIR, 

Having submitted to Lietit.-General Darling your 
letter of this day’s date, requesting that some method should be 
adopted to enable you to submit certain documents which you 
conceive entitle you to various allowances to which you lay 
claim previous to your departure from this colony: I am directed 
by his Excellency to refer you to the replies already made to 
your applicatioDs on this subject. 

I have the honour to be, sir, 


Your obedient servant, 

K. SNODGRASS, 

Captain R. Robison, Major ef Brigade. 

^te of New South Wtdes R^al Vets. 
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No. 20. 


Colonial Secretary's Office, 29th October, 1828. 

SIR, 

It appearing by the proceedings of the court of 
inquiry lately held at Newcastle, that Mr. Mackay, late super¬ 
intendent of convicts and works at that place, had made use of 
the government reserve (land) at Nelson’s Plains, for his private 
pui'puse, without any authority for so doing, and having thus 
contravened the intentions of government, which, according to 
the general principle, had refused granting him any land while 
in the situation he then held •* I am directed by his Excellency 
the Governor to inform you, for the'purpose of being communi¬ 
cated to Mr. Mackay, that it is considered that the government 
could not continud** him in its eihployment, without affording an 
example which could not fail to prove injurious to the public 
service; and that he is in consequence to be discontinued from 
the end of the pres|nt month. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Sigued) ALEX. M^LEAY, 

Captain Dumaresg, Colonial Secretary. 

Royal Staff Corps, Superintendent of PubUc 
Works, 4'C. Sydney. 


* Why was not this general principle equally carried into effect and 
acted upon with the Colonial Secretary; Lieut.-Governor Colonel Stewart; 
Licut-C-oloncl Dumaresq, Veterans; Captain Uuiharesq, Staff Corps; 
I’rincipal Superintendents of I’olice and Convicts at Sydney; Major of 
llrigade. Captain Gillman; and numerous others who held land and 
trallicked, &c. in its produce; at the same time they were in the receipt 
of enormous civil and military salaries f The answer is plain to all disin¬ 


terested and honest men. That tlie Governor’s.would be at an 

• end by it, and. R. R. 


No. 21. 


Military Secretary's Office, Sydn^, March 22d, 1828. 

SIR, ' * 

I am directed to acquaint you, that his Excellency 
the Governor has given directions to the Superintendent of Police 
at Newcastle, to investigate a representation that has been made 
by the Deputy Postmaster of that place, Mr. Mackay, of your 
having proceeded on board the packet, and taken possession of. 





60 


and opened the mail bag in his absence, and taken therefrom 
sundry letters. 

I have the honour to be, sir, 8cc. 

(Signed) CHARLES STURT, 

Captain Robism, Military Secretary. 

R. N. S, Wales Vet. Com. Newcastle. 

N.B. Why did not Ids Excellency previously order an inves¬ 
tigation of my charges against him for peculation, and on Only 
part of wliich being proved by another officer at Newcastle, he 
was dismissed ? 

No. 28--221. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 21st March, 1828. 

SIR, 

In transmitting to you the accompanying ex¬ 
tract of a letter from the Superintendent of*Pub)ic Works and 
Deputy Postmaster at Newcastle, I am directed by his Ex¬ 
cellency the Governor to request tl)at you will obtain the 
assistance of another magistrate, and investigate and report 
upon the circumstances therein stated, of Captain Robison, 
commanding the Veteran company, having taken the mail-bag 
to his quarters, and opened it in Mr. Mackay’s absence; and 
also of his having, on a former occasion, opened letters addressed 
to Mr. Mackay from this office. 

In conducting this inquiry, you will be pleased not to call on 
Lieut. Robertson, of the 57th regiment, commanding mounted 
police, to assist you as justice q/ the peace,* which would be 
inexpedient under present circumstances. 

I have the honour to be, &c 

ALEXANDER M‘LEAY, 

Samuel Wright, Esg. Colonial Secretory, 

Justice of the Reace, and Superintendent of Police, 

Newcastle. 

* I had previously been compelled by the soldiers of my company 
of Veterans, who were attached to the mounted police under Lieutenant 
Robertson’s command, to take notice of, and report to, Licut.-General 
Darling, the scandalous conduct of this officer in cohabiting witli a 
soldier’s wife of the 3d regiment (whose husband was obliged to accom¬ 
pany his regiment to India), whom he kept in a state of ^ultery in his 
quarters at Wallis Plains, near Newcastle, as well as afterwards in the 
Sydney barracks, and by whom he had a ftunily. Ibis woman most 
indecently interfered with the Veterans and their families; but in place 
of my being called upon to substantiate these charges, this officer was 
«mme time after selected by General Darling as one of his witnesses 
against me on my court-martial, to prove his charges, and deposed 
; to conversations WThiCh he acknowledged took place in my quarters 
Newcastle, when be called to pay a private visit to my ffimily, 
PSee his evidence on iny trial. R. li. 
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NetocasHgf March 25,1828. 

SIR, 

In compliance with the instructions contained 
in the Colonial Secretary's letter, dated the 21st inst. (a copy 
of which is herewith transmitted), I have to acquaint you that 
George Brooks, Esq., justice of the peace,* and myself, pro¬ 
pose entering on the investigation required, to-morrow, in the 
private room of the Police-office (or at my residence, should 
you prefer it), + at any hour it may suit your convenience to 
attend, and which you will be pleased to signify in reply to 
tliis communicationt 

A letter to your address, sent to me in envelope by the 
Military Secretary, with a request that it should be delivered 
to you, I have now the honour to forward, the receipt of which 
you will be pleased to acknowledge. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) S. WRIGHT, 

Justice of the Peace, Superintendent of Police. 

Cantiiin Robison, 

Royal N. S. W. Vet. Comp. Newcastle. 


* This man was appointed colonial assistant-surgeon, and stationed 
under me at Newcastle, and is also a large lauded and stock proprietor.— 
See his evidence, denying, on oath, that he had been either directly or 
indirectly requested to attend, as a magistrate, tills investigation. 

t I preferred the investigation to take place in the open Police-office, 
to let the public witness this inffimous transaction. R.^R. 


Extract from Alexander M'Leafs Letter. 


Colonial Secretary's Office, Sydney, 26th March, 1828. 

I am directed by the Governor to add, that 
instructions have been sent to the superintendent of police, to 
investigate the circumstances relative to the opening of the 
mail-bt^; and that you will be called upon, in consequence, 
to appear before the magistrates. * 


I have the honour to be, &c. 

ALEXANDER M*LEAY. 

Captmn Robison, 


Laptttin Kobison, 

N. S. W. RoytU Veteran Company, Newcastle. 
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Extract of a Letter from Mr. D. F. Mackay^ Superintendent 
of Public Works^ and Deputy Postmaster at Newcastle^ to 
the Hon. Alexander M^Leay^ Esq.j Colonial Secretary .— 
Dated VIth Marchy 1828. 

A circumstance occurred, connected with the post-office 
department, which I feel it my duty to bring under his Excel¬ 
lency the Governor’s notice, in order to prevent a recurrence 
of such unwarrantable conduct. On the arrival of the packet 
yesterday morning, at eight o’clock, Captain Robison, of the 
Royal Veteran Corps, went on board, demanded the mail-bag, 
took it to his quarters, and opened it, notwithstanding its being 
sealed and addressed to me. 

On a former occasion, the same gentleman took the liberty 
of opening and perusing my official letters from the Colonial 
office, without any authority whatever from me. 

(Signed) D. F. MACKAY. 

. Superintendent of Convicts, ^-c. 


No. 22. 

Extract of a Letter addressed by Captain Robison, at Newcastle, 
to his Excellency Lieut.-General Darling. Dated March 
25, 1828. 

On the 20th inst. 1 delivered into the hands of the Assistant 
Colonial Secretary, Mr. Harrington, at Sydney (in the abs^jnee 
of Mr. M*Leay), a written report of the transaction relative to 
the opening of the mail-bag; and I have now to submit to your 
Excellency, as Mr. Wright, the superintendent of police at New¬ 
castle, has already been reported by me as coupled in certain 
transactions with Mr. Mackay, that I respectfully trust your 
Excellency will be pleased to nominate another magistrate for 
this felonious investigation, conceiving that impartial justice, 
could not otherwise be done. 

(Signed) R. ROBISON, 

Captain, N. S. W. Royal Vet. Comp. 

^ His Excellency Commanding at Newcastle. 

Lteut.~Gen. Darling, S^c. Sydney. 


Extract of a Letter from Alexander M^Leay, Esq., Colonial 
Secretary, to Captain Robison. 


SIR, 


Colonial Secretary's Office, Sydney, 2d April, 1828. 


I am directed by the Governor to acknowledge 
your letter of the 25th ult., addressed to his Excellency, and 
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to inform you, that his Excellency cannot admit of your objec¬ 
tion to the superintendent of police (Mr. Wright), as in simply 
taking depositions* upon certain facts, he can have no oppor¬ 
tunity of indulging, if so disposed, in any feelings of hostility 
to any party. 

1 have the honour, &c. 

(Signed) ALEXANDER M‘LEAY, 

Colonial Secretary. 

Captain RobisoUf 

Commmding VeterunSj Newcastle. 


* Mark, in all his “ instructions” to the superintendent of police, it is 
called an investigation, no doubt with the intent of getting me committed 
for a felony 11 For, had I been found guilty, the magistrates must have 
done so; and I should have been tried before the supreme court of 
justice of the colony. R. K. 


No. 23. 


Sydney, 2Sth June, 1828. 

SIR, 

In reply to your letter of yesterday, respecting 
my#pinion as to your opening the mail-bag, &c., 1 have only 
to repeat the same opinion that 1 have formerly done, that 
I considered the charges frivolous and vexatious, and that 
they were brought by Mr. Mackay against you from pique, 
and not from any wish to benefit the public service; and were 
1 placed in the same situation as you were in, I should have 
acted in the same manner. This opinion I stated from the 
‘bench at the time of the investigation; for, had 1 thought other¬ 
wise, / had m alternative, as a magistrate, but to commit you. 
I never officially wrote to Mr. M'Leay; but in the course 
of conversation I stated my opinion to him, the same as 1 
now do to you, and have stated the same opinions to every 
person who spoke to me on the subject. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

' * 

(Signed) ALEXANDER MACLEOD, 

Justice of the Fence for the Colony of N. S. W. 


Captain Robison, 

N. S. W. Royal Vet. Comp. 
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No. 24. 

GOVERNMENT ORDER, No. 35. 

Colonial Secretary's OfficCf 19M Oct, 1827. 

His Excellency the Governor has been pleased to make the 
following appointment: John Thomas Morisset, Esq., to act as 
principal superintendent of police. 

By command of his Excellency, 

ALEXANDER M‘LEAY, 

Colonial Secretary. 


No. 26. 

GENERAL ORDER, No. 40. 

r 

Sydney, \st April, 1828. 

Captain Donaldson, 57th regiment, and Captain Forbes, of 
the 39th, will hold themselves in readiness to proceed to New¬ 
castle to-morrow, in the “ Isabella,” and will there conform 
to the instructions that will be given for their guidance by the 
Lieut.-General commanding the forces. 

(Signed) CHARLES STURT, 

Major of Brigade and Military Secretal^. 


Newcastle, 3d April, 1828. 

SIR, 

The Lieut.-General commanding having directed 
the assembly of a court of inquiry, of which Lieut.-Colonel 
Moriset is president, for the -investigation of certain matters, 
of which you are already informed through the military secre¬ 
tary, I am directed to acquaint you, that the Court will assemble 
at Mr. Smith’s house, at Newcastle, on Saturday morning, the 
5th inst., when 1 am to request that you will attend to give 
such information as may be required of you. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. D. FORBES, 

Captain 39th Regt., Officiating Judge-Advocate., 

Captain Robison, 

N. S. W. Royal Veterans, Newcastle. 
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No. 26. 

Extracts from the Minutes of Cross Examination of the Soldiers 
of the New South Wales Royal Veteran Companies, brought 
forward by Lieut’General Darling, as prosecutor, to prove 
his Charges against Captain Robison, before a General 
Court-Martial: taken from the original Minutes in theJudge- 
Advocate-GeneraVs Office, London. 

Private Thomas Budd, cross-examined by Captain Robison, 

\5th July, 1828. 

Q. Have you had any written communication or conversa¬ 
tion with any person relative to me as your cornmandini; officer? 

A. Yes; 1 have had conversation, and wrote one letter to 
Captain Sturt, the military secretary and major of brigade. 

Q. What conversation have you had, and with whom, and 
when ? 

A. I have had conversation with private John Murray. 
Mrs. Murray was in the house at the ‘same time, aud lance 
corporal Pragncll; as to the time, 1 cannot recollect. When 
1 entered Murray’s quarters, at Newcastle, I asked him if he 
had the copy of the letter he wrote to Captain Robison. Murray 
answered that he had; which 1 asked him to shew me, which 
he did. 1 looked at it. Murray asked what news there was from 
Sydney, aud what I was called down for, or whether it was re¬ 
specting my memorial or not ? My answer, it was. And are 
you going to be discharged, or what ? I said no, I believe it 
cdMd not be done,—not a word about Captain Robison. I 
told Murray I had been with the Governor, And that I could 
not get ray discharge at this present time, until an answer came 
out from England. Murray asked me if I had seen the Governor 
a second time; I said I had, and was in company with him. I 
had conversation with private Murray and corporal Pragnell; 
that is the only conversation I had at Newcastle in which 
Captain Robison’s name was mentioned. 

N.B. The answer to the foregoing question in the original 
minutes, deposited with the Judge-Advocate-General, 
London, was as follows: “ with private Murr^, and 
acting corporal Pragnell, the only way in which Captain 
Robison^s name was mentioned, was in talking with them.” 
All the remainder of this answer was left out in the ori^al 
minntes sent to England from New South Wales. 

Q. Did you not tell private J. Pragnell that you had seen 
the Governor, and spoken to him about me when you were in 
Sydney ? 

A. Yes; to the best of my knowledge I did. 

Q. Did you state to privates Pragnell, Murray, or either of 



them, you had been with the Governor three hours, speaking 
about me ? 

A. 1 did tell Pragnell so, but don’t recollect telling Murray 
so. I recollect Murray asking; but I cannot say as to the 
exact answer I might have given. 

Q. Did you state that the Governor had made any promises 
to you relative to me, or about getting your discharge? 

A. I did, to the best of my knowledge. 

Q. You said something about conditions: what did you 
mean about temporary conditions, upon which you were to 
have your discharge ? 

A. My meaning was, that I was to be discharged, but not 
to be free from the army until an order came out from England 
for my pension. 

16th July ,—Q. Have any promises been made to you re¬ 
specting your evidence against me upon this court-martial; and 
have you never said there were to some of the Veterans at 
Newcastle ? 

il. No; but I might have said so to some of the Veterans 
at Newcastle; but with whom, or to whom, I do not know. 

Q. Do you know Bridget Murray, and did you ever tell her 
the Governor had made you sit down in his presence for three 

hours; and say to her by J-s, its all right, its all over 

with him” (meaning me) ? 

A. 1 knew Mrs. Murray. I might have told her I was in 
the presence of his Excellency the Governor; but such words 
as those I never said. 

Q. If you might have said you had been in company wilii 
the Governor, and if you did, what was your motive for saying so ? 

A. Respecting my discharge, as I had before told her that 
I was promised by his Excellency the Governor my discharge; 
this was the cause of the conversation. 

<2. Did you see the private or military secretary at govern¬ 
ment house, or elsewhere ? 

A. I saw them both at the quarters of Captain Sturt, the 
military secretary to General Darling. 

Q. Did you understand fVom Captain Sturt, or Lieutenant 
Condamine (the private secretary, and A. D. C.), that you 
would be called upon to give evidence against me? 

A. Yes; 1 supposed nothing else. 

Q. How long were you with Lieutenant Condamine and 
Captain Sturt ? . 

A. Probably fibout three quarters of an hour. 

Q, Do I understand that your memorial was the only cor¬ 
respondence you had with Captain Sturt, Lieutenant Condamine, 
or General Darling ? 

A. The memorial was the onZt^ correspondence. 
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Q. Was not some correspondence produced at the court 
of inquiry at Newcastle, which correspondence was stated to 
be yours? 

A. Not to my knowledge; no further than what I stated 
to Captain Sturt was taken down in writing. 

Q. Who took it down in writing? 

A. Captain Sturt. 

Q. Then you mean to swear you wrote no more than your 
memorial, that was produced on the court of inquiry? 

A. Nothing more, further than I have before stated,* 

Private William Crutchley, New South Wales Royal Veteran 

Company^ cros^xamined by Captain Robison. 16<A July, 

1828. 

Q. Do you not recollect private Budd being ordered from 
Newcastle to Sydney, and that on his return (with the court of 
inquiry) he boasted that he had seen the Governor, and that it 
was all right, and that it was all over with me ? 

A. He did. I do. He told me so himself, and a number 
of others, that he had been with the Governor and brigade 
major four or five hours. I heard him say it was all right, it 
was all over with him. Captain Robison. 

Q. By the Court. When Budd said that the men who 
came forward on this trial would get their discharges; did you 
understand him to mean the whole of the Veterans would be 
discharged, or only those who were witnesses? 

A. Only the men who came forward at the trial would get 
their discharges. 

Q. By the Court. Was Budd sober at the time ? 

A. Yes, he was. 

Private Charles Faunt, New South Wales Veterans^ cross- 
examined by Captain Robison. 18^^ July^ 1828. 

Q. Has not private Budd had conversations with you upon 
the subject of this court-martial; if so, when did it take place, 
where, and what was the purport of it ? 

A. He had, in the first week in May. He told me he had 
a conversation with the brigade major, and gave him some infor¬ 
mation relative to Captain Robison’s affairs; and that he (Budd) 


* Captain Forbes, 39th regiment, the Deputy Judge-Advocate, must 
have known this was fdse, as he produced from General I>ariing a long 
statement in Budd’s own hand-writing> before the military court of 
inquiry at Newcastle, of which Captain 'Forbes was a member, as well 
as officiating Judge-Advocate, and Lieut.-ColDnei Morisset, President; 
and Captain Forbes took down the whole evidence with his own hand. 

T * 
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further told me, that he (the brigade major) gave him a chair to 
sit down; and that he told him he should be well provided for 
hereafter; and that if I joined him in the same I should receive 
a like indulgence, and l>e well done for hereafter; and that he 
(Budd) would be provided for at the presenty but that it would 
be rather remarkable that any thing should be done before 
Captain Robison’s court-martial would iake places lest any 
notice should be taken of it. 

Q. Did you not understand Budd to mean, in the conver¬ 
sation he had with Captain Sturt, the brigade-major, upon my 
alfuirg, that he was giving charges or complaints against me, and 
that if you did the same you would be provided for ? 

A. I did. 

Q. By the Court. Did you believe Budd when he said that 
he would be benefited by the advantages held out to him by 
coming forward in prosecuting Captain Robison, and that you 
would also by joining him ? 

A. I really did believe him as to himself, but I did not as 
to me. 

JLieut, James Sweeny^ New South Wales Veterans, cross- 
examined by Captain Robison, \9tk July, 1828. 

Q, Did you not receive an order from the military secretary 
(Captain Sturt) to send Budd to head-quarters from Newcastle, 
without its stating what he was sent for ? 

A. Yes, I did. 

Q. Did you not hear Budd say if I neglected to forward his 
complaint and obtain redress for him, he would himself me¬ 
morialise the Comhiander-in-chief, meaning in England ? 

A, I did. 

Q. Did I not tell ,him in reply, that I would transmit his 
memorial to the Governor, and at the same time say, that all his, 
the Governor’s, orders must be obeyed ? 

A. You did. 

Q. Did not Budd do all in his power to excite the men to 
be discontented, and refuse to do their duty at Newcastle? 

A. He did; the men were discontented by his means. 

Sergeant John Staples, New South Wales Veterans, cross- 
examined by Captain Robison, 2l5t July, 1828. 

Q. Did you not hear private Budd declare, on going into 
the hospital at Newcastle, that he would remain there until he 
was returned to Sydney, for that he would do no more garrison 
duty, and that those that did were “ damned fools?"' 

A. 1 did hear Budd make use of words to that effect. 

Q. Did not the men of the Veterans most seriously complain 
and object to the hardships of being sent in open boats by sea to 
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Portstephen from Newcastle with their families, and have you 
not known them to have been at sea on this passage several 
days and nights ? 

A. I have known several df the Veterans complain of it: 
I have known single men go by land in preference, I knew a 
boat containing one man^ one woman^and children^ at sea buffet¬ 
ing about a week before they could reach Port Stephen. 

Q. Did yon never hear the men of tlie Veterans who were 
employed as superintendents and overseers of convicts, complain 
of their being obliged on such duties to sleep and mess with such 
convicts in their huts? 

A. Yes, 1 have heard these complaints made. 

(By the Court.) Did you not suppose the men of the Vete¬ 
rans were to perform all military duty in the colony, in common 
with the other soldiers of the line stationed there ? 

A. 1 always considered the men of the Veterans were liable 
to act as military in case of emergency ow/y, but never considered 
they were to do it permanently, they having been already dis¬ 
charged as unfit for it. 

Colonial Assistant-Surgeon Brooks, cross-examined by Captain 
Robison, 2dd July, 1828. • 

Q. Were you not the Colonial Assistant-Surgeon in medical 
charge of the Veterans during the whole period I commanded at 
Newcastle ? 

A. Yes, I was. 

Q. You have stated that you received two different orders 
from me to attend parades in your medical capacity, and you 
refused to do so, in the month of October ^r November last, 
whilst 1 commanded at Newcastle; did Licut.-General Darling 
approve or sanction this disobedience of orders on your part ? 

A. The Lieut.-General approved of my conduct. 

Q. Are you not a magistrate and justice of the peace for this 
colony, and have you not sat as a magistrate on the bench at 
Newcastle, with Lieut. Robertson of the 57ih regiment, whilst I 
was officer commanding there ? 

A, Yes. 

Q. Did you not receive an intimation or order to sit on the 
bench as a justice of the peace to examine and take depositions 
relative to a complaint made of me by the superintendent of 
convicts, Mr. Mackay, at Newcastle, to General Darling, for 
opening tlft mail-bag or ordering the mail-bag to be opened ? 

A. I did not. * 

Now, I pray the reader to contrast the last question and 
answer with the following examination and letter from the Colo¬ 
nial Secretary to the Superintendent of Police, Mr. Wright, at 
Newcastle, and they will be enabled to form a judgment of the 
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species of evidence / was convicted upon, as well as the conduct 
of the court, and my prosecutor, Lieut.-General Darling, in not 
taking any notice of it? 

Alexander M^Leay, Esq. Colonial Secretary, cross-examined by 

Captain Robison, he being a witness for the Prosecution on 
August, 1828. 

Q. Did you not write two letters of the 21st March and 
2d April, of which the accompanying are copies, to Mr. Wright, 
the Superintendent of Police at Newcastle, ordering him to 
investigate and report upon the superintendent’s charge against 
me, for having ordered my sergeant to open the mail-bag in his, 
Mr. Mackay, the superintendent’s absence, and did you not 
write me under date 26th March, stating I should be called on 
to appear before the magistrates to answer this charge ? 

A. 1 certainly wrote the letters of which these are copies; but 
it was not to inquire into the circumstance of Captain Robison’s 
having ordered a sergeant to open the mail-bag, but, if I mistake 
not, the complaint was of Captain Robison’s having opened it. 
I desired the Superintendent of Police, Mr. Wright, to investigate 
«and report upon this, with the assistance of another magistrate. 
I believe I wrote on the 26th March to Captain Robison, stating 
that he would be called on to appear before the magistrates to 
answer this charge. 

No. 28—246. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, Sydn^, 2d April, 1828. 

SIR, 

I have had the honour to receive and submit to 
the Governor your letter of the 25th ultimo, stating that Captain 
Robison had expressed his inability to enter upon the case of 
the mail-bag opened by him, during the absence of a material 
witness, and also that Mr. Brooks is desirous that another ma¬ 
gistrate may be appointed in his room to assist you in this inves¬ 
tigation. 

In reply, I am directed by his Excellency the Governor to 
acquaint you,^ that sergeant Staples, the witness alluded to by 
Captain Robison, now returns to Newcastle by the Isabella, and 
that there will be no objection to a compliance with Mr. Brookses 
request, excepting, of course, Lieut, Robertson, 57th regiment, 
as before communicated to you. * 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) ALEX. M‘LEAY, 

Samuel Wfi^ht, Esq. Colonial Secretary. 

Jitttke of the Peace, Superintendent of Police, 

Newcastle. 
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Well might the Colonial and Military Secretary refuse to 
allow me any further copies of correspondence from their offices, 
when I applied for them on my trial, after having given one 
which so decidedly impugned the testimony of one of the pro¬ 
secutor’s chief witnesses. 

Refusal of the Colonial Secretary^ addressed to the Court-Mar~ 
Half on my application for Copies of Correspondence in his 
OficCf through the Deputy Judge-Advocate^ which would 
materially tend to exculpate me from the Chargesy as well 
as shew the conduct of my Prosecutor, and my Protest, 

With reference to Captain Robison’s memorandum of the 
9th instant, the Colonial Secretary has written to inform the 
Deputy Judge-Advocate that there is no such letter in his office 
as that required by Captain Robison,* and further, that no 
more copies of letters will be furnished from his office. 

(Signed) J. D. FORBES, 
Captain 39th Kegt. Deputy Judge-Advocate. 
Court-Martial Room, Atgr, xaih, 1828. 


Captain RohisorCs Protest to the above. 

MR. PRESIDENT AND GENTLEMEN, 

It is with considerable pain I am again most 
reluctantly compelled to protest against the decision which this 
honourable court has allowed the Colonial and Military Secretary 
to intimate to me, through the Deputy Judge-Advocate, viz. 
that of refusing copies of public documents when applied for by 
me through this court, touching an official correspondence with 
those individuals connected with the present charges, as also 
the entry on the court’s minutes of two letters, bearing date 2l8t 
of March and 2d of April, from the Colonial Secretary to the 
Superintendent of Police at Newcastle, Mr. Wright, whilst I was 
officer commanding upon that settlement, having immediate re¬ 
ference to the sixth charge. 

I cannot but sensibly feel that my means of defence, as well 
as the elucidation of the truths of certain facts connected with 
these charges, has been seriously impeded by the court’s over¬ 
ruling my putting the following questions to the present wit¬ 
ness for t^ie prosecution, the Hon. Alexander M‘Leay, Esq. the 
Colonial Secretary: ^ 

Q. Did you not order a communication to be made to me in 

* 

* 'The letter that I applied for was in the Colonial Secretary’s OflSce, 
but 1 had mistaken the date of it in my request through the court for a 
copy. R. R. 
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the month of March last year, whilst I was commandant of the 
Bathurst District, and did you not, or was there not from your 
office, enclosed in the accompanying envelope two letters which 
you, as Colonial Secretary, ordered me to forward with all des¬ 
patch to their respective destinations, and did you not receive 
an official reply from me as commandant of the district, stating 
I had complied with your orders ? if so, read it. 

Q. Did you not receive a letter, or intimation, from Captain 
Wright, the Superintendent of Police, stating, that if he had 
been })resent at Newcastle when the mail-bag was opened on the 
16th March last, as reported by the superintendent, Mr, Mackay, 
he w’ould have committed me to prison, or words to that effect ? 
and did he not ^Mr. Wriglit) state, that Mr. Brooks, the Colo¬ 
nial Assistant-Surgeon at New’castle, wished to decline as a 
magistrate sitting on this investigation of the charge against 
me? 

I humbly request that these my present objections may, in 
this stage of the prosecution, be entered or coupled with this 
honourable court’s minutes. 

(Signed) R. ROBISON, 

Cupt. New South WaLv.i> R. V. Com. 

Avgust loth, 1828. 

After 1 had read my defence, and before I called my wit¬ 
nesses, the court was cleared, and 1 was informed by the Deputy 
Judge-Advocate, that the court cannot allow me to call witnesses 
to affect eitlier Mr. Mackay’s, Wright’s, or other evidence brought 
forward against mt,* for the prosecution, unless it can be proved 
they were guilty of peijury. 

Court^Mmtial Room, 8th Sept. 1828. 


Sydney Barracks, August 20, 1828. 

SIR, 

I give you, as near as 1 can recollect, the very 
words made use of by Budd in the conversation he had with 
me in the barracks last May, on the 18th day of that month. 
Amongst otlver things, he, private Thomas Budd, of your com¬ 
pany, told .toe he had been for nearly four hours io the parlour 
with hi® Ekcellency the Governor, General Darling, at Govern- 
ment'^^ouse, Sydney, and that he (the Governor) had promised 
hiia that he would give him (Budd) a good situatiqp up the 
OOtjntry, as well as any other man of your company wh^ would 
come forward and give their evidence against you at the ap¬ 
proaching general court-martial, which, he said, would sit to try 
you. I then told Budd he was a damned, rascally villain, for 
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acting thus against his captain, who done all he could for tlie 
company, and got himself into trouble in seeing them get their 
rights; and that 1 would tell you of this conversation, which 
wanted me to perjure myself against you. Budd then threatened 
me if I did. So you may call upon me on the trial, and 1 will 
swear to what I now state. 

I remain your most obedient servant at command, 

THOS. WALSH. 

Corporal 2d Co. N. S. H'. R. V. Corps. 

To Capt. Robison, 

N. S. W. V. Corps, Sydney. 


Affidavit— No. I. 

I, William Pragnall, acting corporal of Captain and Brevet 
Lieut.-Colonel Dumaresq’s company of the New South Wales 
Royal Veterans, do voluntarily make oath and saith, on the 
Holy Evangelist (Bible), that on or about the 3d or 4th day 
of April, ] 828, in the settlement of Newcastle, in the colony of 
New South Wales, private Thomas Budd, of Captain Robison’s 
company, New South Wales Royal Veterans, called at the house 
in which I reside. I, William Pragnall, accosted him (Thomas 
Budd) thus, “ What, are you already returned from Sydney ? 
how did you get on with your affair there ?” meaning with regard 
to certain complaints or representations against Capt. Robison, 
which it was generally understood he (Thomas Budd) had made 
to the Governor, his Excellency Lieut.-General Darling, and for 
the purpose of being personally interrogated respecting them; 
it was also generally understood he (Thomas Budd) had been 
ordered to Sydney. He (Thomas Budd) replied, that he had 
got on y&n well; that he (Thomas Budd) had been with the 
Governor for nearly three hours, in presence of the brigade- 
major ; and that if he (Thomas Budd) got through his job well, 
(meaning the establishing the statements he had made to the 
Governor against Captain Robison,) he (Thomas Budd) would 
get his discharge; but that he (Thomas Budd) did not consider 
such discharge to be a final one, but conditUmal, in order that 
he (Thomas Budd) might be relieved from any apprehension 
he might be under, by resuming his military duties under 
Captain Robison’s command at Newcastle; adding, for then 1 
(Thomas Budd) shall be clear of them all. 

WILLIAM PAAGNALL. 

Sworn before me at Newcastle, in the 
colony of New South Wales, this 
14lh day of April, 1838, 

Alex. MArLEon, J. P. 

Magistrate of the territory of N.- S. Wales. 
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Affidavit — No. II. 

I, Bridget Murray; do voluntarily make oath on the Holy 
Evangelist (Bible), and saith, that on or about the 3d day of 
April, 1828, in the settlement of Newcastle, in the colony of 
New South Wales, and in the presence of private John Murray, 
New South Wales Veterans, I heard the following expressions 
made use of^by private Thomas Budd, of Captain Robison’s 
company, New South Wales Royal Veterans, to wit, that he, 
private Thomas Budd, said, By J—s, its all right; its all over 
with him (meaning Capt. Robison). 1 (Thomas Budd) was very 
lately in the room with his Excellency the Governor of New 
South Wales, Lieut.-Gen. Ralph Darling, at the Govemmjent- 
house, Sydney, for nearly three hours, in the presence of 
Captain Sturt, 39th regiment, the brigade major and military 
secretary, and others of his Excellency’s staff, and that he (the 
Governor) made him (Thomas Budd) sit down in a chair. He 
(the Governor) told me (Thomas Budd) he would provide for me, 
or any other soldier of Captain Robison’s company of the Royal 
. Veterans who would enter into the prosecution against Captain 
Robison, or help to prosecute Captain Robison; and further, he 
(Thomas Budd) said in my (Bridget Murray’s) presence, that he 
(Thomas Budd) had got a slight promise of a conditional dis¬ 
charge, but which he was not quite certain of until he (Thomas 
Budd) returned to Sydney, he being only sent up to give evidence 
against and prosecute Captain Robison before the military court 
of enquiry, then sent with him (Thomas Budd) to Newcastle, 
for the purpose of investigating Capt. Robison’s whole conduct. 

I 

her 

BRIDGET X MURRAY. 

Mark. 

Sworn before me at Newcastle, in the 
colony of New South Wales, this TViVwcss, 

12th day of April, 1828, John Staples, Sergeant. 

Alf.x. Macleod, J. P. Wm. Wager. 

Magistrate for the territory of N. S. Wales. 


^dney, September 12,182S. 

SIR, 

It having been just reported to me that the 
Veterans who had been called to head-quarters as evidence for 
the prosecution against me upon my trial, are ordered to em- 
Imrk to-morrow morning at seven o’clock for Newcastle, J have 
honour to inform you, that it is my intention to prefer 

f iarges against private Thomas Budd of my xsompany, (one of 
e witnesses on ray trial,) for the infamous assertions he had 
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dared to propagate relative to his Excellency Lieiit.-Gen. t)arling, 
and his military secretary, Captain Sturt, 39th regiment, already 
taken in evidence on the minutes of the court, of which you are 
the president, and which I stated had been previously taken in 
affidavits by a magistrate at Newcastle. I now beg, in the 
absence of the Lieut.-General commanding, you will be pleased 
to order such steps as may seem to you necessary to retain this 
soldier here —more especially, as 1 find he has obtained a pass 
from Captain Sturt for some time to go into the interior. The 
following men of the Veterans I shall require as evidences to 
substantiate my charges against private Budd, viz. Corporal 
Thomas Welch, Pragnell and Murray, privates. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

R. ROBISON, 

Cttpt. New South Wales R. Vet. 

Colonel Liwhmof, C.B. 29th Regiment, 

Commandant, Sydney. 


(Immediate.') 

Sydney, Sept. 15, 1828, 8 o*clock, P.JW. 

SIR, 

I had the honour of addressing you an official 
letter, as president of the general court-martial then sitting, 
as well as commandant of this garrison, on Friday last the Pith 
instant. 

I beg you will be pleased to inform me (jiaving most anxi¬ 
ously waited your reply) whether you have received my letter; 
and, if so, what steps you have taken upon the subject contained 
in it. 

I have the honour to be, sir. 

Your most obedient servant, 

R. ROBISON, 

Capt. N. S. W. Roy. Vet. Corps. 

Colonel Lindesay, C. B, 39th Foot, 

Commandant, Garrison, Sydney. 

N.B.—No written answer was returned to either of these 
letters; but Capt. Forbes, the deputy judge-advocate, informed 
me they had been sent to my prosecutor, the Lifut.-General 
commanding! This soldier Budd, in place of being punished 
for his assertions of the Governor and his staff having suborned 
him, had grants of land and other indulgences extended to him by 
Lieut.-General Darling! I 
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No. 26. * 

GENERAL ORDER, No. 107. 

Brigade Office, Sydney, June A, 1829. 

The following men of the New South Wales Royal Veteran 
companies will be marched to the Woolambi district, so as to 
arrive there on the 20th inst., where Captain Aubin of the 57th 
regiment, commanding the mounted police, will meet them, and 
see that a just distribution of their allotments of land and huts 
takes place, according to the rules .prescribed for his guidance in 
a letter from the Brigade-office, dated 18th .lune, 1829. 

Private Thomas Budd. 

[TJien here follow the names of a few otlier soldiers.] 


GENERAL ORDER, No. 113. 

Brigade Office, Sydney, July 15, 1829. 

The men hereafter named, of the New South Wale.s Royal 
Veteran companies, located on the Woolambi, are to be discharged 
on the 24th inst.; from which date the pension affixed to their 
names will be issued in advance to the end of the quarter by the 
deputy commissary-general. 


RANK*AND NAMES. 

Daily pen. 
sion to be 
paid at pre. 
sent 

Daily pen. 
simi to 
which re. 
commended 

Private Thomas Budd . 

£. s. d. 
0 1 2 

0 1 3 

[A few otlier names follow.] 


By command, 

(Signed) K. SNODGRASS, Lt.-Col. 

Major of Brigade. 


No. 27. 

Sydney, May 23,1828. 

I have received the lient.-General’s commands 
to apprise you, that it is his intention to prefer charges against 
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you, in order to your trial by a general court-martial, as soon as 
the same can be conveniently assembled ; and I am further de- 
sirc'd to inform you, with a view to prevent your making any 
unnecessary applications in the mean time, that you will be duly 
furnished with a copy of the charges when prepared, and you 
will receive such further information as may be necessary in 
your case. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) CHAS. STURT, 

Major of Brigade. 

Captain Robison, 

A. S. W. li. Veterans, Newcastle. 

Sidney, June 14,1828. 

Sill, 

Agreeably to the commands of the Licul.-General, 
I am to desire that you will repair to Sydney by the first oppor- 
tunity, preparatory to your trial before a general court-martial, 
as notified to you in ray letter of the 23d ultimo. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) CHAS. STURT, 

Major of Brigade. 

Captain Robison, 

N. S. W. R. y eteranSf Newcastle. 

Sydnevy June 24,1828. 

SIR, 

1’he l.ieut.-General commanding having deter¬ 
mined upon bringing you to trial before a gen*eral court-martial, 
1 am to acquaint you that the said court will assemble in the 
officers* mess-room, 39th regiment, in Sydney barracks, at eleven 
o’clock in the forenoon, on Monday the 7th July, and that his 
Excellency has appointed Colonel Patrick Lindesay, C.B. of the 
39th regiment, to be president of the same. 

The names of the members of the court will be notified to 
you as soon as all the officers who are intended to sit on it have 
arrived at head-quarters, 

I inclose a copy of the charges which are to be preferred 
against you; and have to request that you will, with as little 
delay as possible, furnish me with a list of such persons as you 
may wish to be officially summoned as witnesses on your defence. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. * 

(Signed) J. D. FORBES, 

Capt. 39th Regt.y ^pointed to 
ojfckte as Dtp, Jitdge Adv. 


Copt. R. Robison, 

N. S. iV. Royal Veteran Corps. 



78 


Names the Members of the Gate- 
rat Court-Martial which tried 

Captain Robison, assembled July Observations. 

11, 1828. 

Presi ueut, 

Col. Patrick Lindesay, 39th Regt.. Commandant of Sydney Garrison. 


Members, 

Major Maepherson, 39th llegt. 
Captain Hunt, 57th Regt. ... 


- Wei man, 57lh Regt. 

- Barnett, 40th Regt. 

-Crotty, 39th Regt... 

- Bishop, 40tli Regt. 

-Jackson, 57th Regt. 

Lieut. Wilford, Staff Corps 


Captain J. D. Forhes, 39th Regt. 
.Acting Dep. Juitge-Adv. 


Commandant of Bathurst District, 
Immediately after tlie trial sent as 
Commandant to Port Macquarie, 
for which he received extra pay 
of upwards of 200^. per annum. 


Had a government vessel sent ex¬ 
press for him to a penal settle¬ 
ment where he commanded. 

Allowed to return to England im¬ 
mediately my trial was over. 

Deputy Judge-Advocate of his re¬ 
giment. 

The Lieut, of one of the Governor’s 
brother-in-law's compatiy of the 
Royal Staff Corps, and allowed 
to return to England after the 
trial. 

Entered the army as an Ensign in 
. 1823, and a protege of Colonel 
Lindesay, the President, as well 
as brother officer of ('apt. Sturt, 
the Military Secretary, for im¬ 
pugning whose conduct I was 
tried upon the 8th charge 1 


No. 28. 

GENERAL ORDER, No. 99. 

Sydney, September 15, 1828. 

No. 1.—^The general court-martial, held for the trial of 
Captain Robert Robison, of the Royal Veteran companies-, of 
which Colonel Lindesay, 39th regiment, is president, having 
closed its proceedings, the minutes thereof will be transmitted 
by the earliest opportunity to the Judge-Advocate-General, in 
ord^ that the same may be submitted to the King, conformably 
to his Majesty’s commands. 

, '■] No. 2.—The 1ieut.-General is pleased to order that the 
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court-martial, of which Colonel Lindesay is president, be dis¬ 
solved, and that the members return to their regimental duty. 

No. 3.—The Lieut.-General is further pleased to direct that 
Lieut. Sweeny, of the Royal Veteran corps, who was a witness 
at the above court-martial, shall cease to do duty until his 
Majesty’s commands shall be received on the subject of the 
above court-martial. 

By command, &c. 

(Signed) C. STURT, 

A. M. Brigade. 


Newcastle^ Oct. 8, 1828. 

SIR, 

An extract from No. 99, General Order, of your 
Excellency, dated the 15th ult., and communicated to me on or 
about the 22d same month, through Lieut. Warner, command¬ 
ing at this station, wherein it is directed that I shall “ cease to 
do duty till his Majesty’s commands shall be received,” I having 
been a witness at the late general court-martial held for the trial 
of Captain Robison of the New South Wales Royal Veterans, 
and to which companies I stand appointed by his Majesty,— 

I most earnestly and respectfully request your Excellency 
will be pleased to acquaint me with an explanation of the nature 
of the case which has induced your Excellency to issue an order 
calculated to place me under such unpleasant circumstances. 

1 should have addressed your Excellency much sooner on 
this subject, were it not in the full confidence that an explanation 
would have been offered me ere this. , 

I have the honour, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES SWEENY, 

Lieut. N. S. W. R. V. Corps. 

His Excellency lAeul.-Gen. Darlingf Sjc, 


SIR, 

The accompanying letter I have to request the 
favour of your laying before his Excellency the Lieut.-General 
commanding the forces, without loss of time, feeling anxious for 
an early reply. 

I liave the honour, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES SWEENY. 

lAeut. N. S. W, Veterans, 

Captain Stvrtf Footj 
Major of Brigade. 

N.B.-—No reply was sent lieut. Sweeny to this letter. 
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Brigade O^ce, Sydn^, Jan. 23, 1829. 

SIR, 

The Lieut.-General commanding has directed me 
to acquaint you, that should you be desirous of returning to 
England, his Excellency is not aware of any objection to it. 
The usual allowance would of course be given on account of 
passage. 

I have the honour, &c. 

(Signed) 11. SNODGRASS, 

TJ.-CoI., Maj. of Brigade 

Lieut. iSw’fCMV, 

Bo^al VetcrniiH, l^cwcastle. 


Newcastle, Jan. 2G, 1829. 

SIR, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 23d inst., and beg leave to state, that I would 
be most happy to avail myself of his Excellency’s permission to 
return to England, provided a passage is allowed for myself and 
family. 

I have the honour, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES SWEENY. 

Lieut. N. S. W{dcs Veterans. 

Lieut.-Col. Snodgrass, C. B. 

Maj. of Brigade, 


GENERAL ORDER, No. 57.' 

Sydney, April 23, 1829. 

1. —The Lieutenant-General has been pleased to grant 
Lieut. Sweeny, of the Royal Veteran corps, leave to return to 
England, tlie company to which he belongs being about to be 
disbanded. 

2. —Lieut. Sweeny is to receive six months* pay in advance 
from the 25th inst.; and the deputy commissary-general will 
issue the allowance to which Lieut. Sweeny is entitled by regu¬ 
lations, on account of his passage and messing on board ship. 

By command, 

(Signed) K. SNODGRASS. 

Major of Brigade. 
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King Street, Sydney, March 24,1829. 

With due deference to your Excellency, allow me 
to request, before I leave the colony, what are the charges upon 
which 1 have been suspended from duty since last September. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES SWEENY. 

Lieut. N. S. Wales Veterans. 

His Excellency Lieut-Gen. Darling, ^c. 


Brigade Office, Sydney, March 27,1829. 

SIR, 

I have been directed, by the Lieut.-General com¬ 
manding the forces in this colony, to reply to your letter of the 
24th inst., by stating, that the order for your suspension from 
military duty was in consequence of the nature of your.evidence 
before the general court-martial held for the trial of Capt. Robison, 
and of which the General commanding-in-chief will have the 
means of judging when he receives the proceedings of that court- 
martial. 

1 have the honour, &c. 

K. SNODGRASS, 

Major of Brigade. 

Lieut. Sweeny, 

Royal Vet. Corps, Sydney. 

N.B.—Almost immediately after Lieut. Sweeny’s arrival in 
England, he was appointed by the General confmanding in chief, 
Lord Hill, to full pay in a regiment of the line. But how is it 
that Licut.-Gencral Darling was allowed to send an officer home 
suspended (charges hanging over his head), contrary to the regu¬ 
lations of the service, which particularly enjoin that all complaints 
or charges against an officer should be inquired into upon the 
spot where they occurred ? It appears General Darling can do 
just as he pleases with the officers and soldiers of the Veterans! 


No. 29. 

MEMORANDUM. 

(Copy.) k 

It being intended to discharge part of the men 
of the Royal Veteran companies^ the following indulgetices will 
be granted to such as are desirous of settling on farms in the 
country: 
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1. —Each man will be allowed from forty to one hundred 
acres of land, according to the quality of the soil or the situa¬ 
tion in which he may be required to settle, on his entering into 
a bond that he will reside on and cultivate his land for a period 
of seven years, on pain of forfeiture. 

2. —He will be furnished with the necessary implements of 
husbandry. 

3. —If married, he will receive a cow from the goverment 
herds, on taking possession of his land ; and a second cow at 
any time within three years, when he shall have cleared and 
stumped ten acres. 

4. —Each man will be allowed the usual ration (spirits 
excepted) for himself and family, for twelve months from the 
date of his discharge, to be issued at or in the neighbourhood 
of his farm; the ration to be forfeited if he or his family absent 
himself or themselves from the farm. 

5. —A log hut will be put up for the accommodation of 
such men as are married. 

6. — It is intended that those men should be located in dif¬ 
ferent parts of the country, in small bodies, about six in number, 
as soon as eligible situations have been determined on; and 
it is desirable that the individuals should be of different trades, 
as being more likely to prove generally useful to the colony, 
and to afford them an opportunity of providing comfortably 
for themselves and families. 

(Signed) 11. DARLING. 

\Zth January^ 1829. 


Colonial Secretary's Office, Sydney, \5th Feb. 1830. 

The Colonial Secretary notifies to the Deputy-Commissary- 
General, for the information of tlie New South Wales Royal 
Veteran company's officers who have been disbanded, the fol¬ 
lowing indulgences, which the Governor has been pleased to 
extend to them; and the Deputy-Commissary-General will 
issue the rations and implements of husbandry to the disbanded 
officers as they are notified. 

SUBALTEllN OFFICERS. 

1. —Two square miles of land, free of quit-rent. 

2. —Rations fpr themselves, their wives, and children, for 
twelve months from date of disbandment, together with rations 
and clothing for convict servants for the same period. 

3. —^Two convict mechanics, for six months from time of 
taking possession of land, to assist in erecting their house. 
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4.—Six cows from the government herd, and the following 
implements of husbandry, viz.—4 felling-axes, 6 pick^axes, 
1 grindstone, 1 mattock, 6 hoes, 6 spades, 3 shovels, 2 wheel¬ 
barrows, 3 hammers, 10,000. batten, shingle, and door-nails, 
1 steel mill. 

If officers fail to become resident within three months on 
the land selected, they forfeit claim to all the above indul¬ 
gences, and also the land itself; and further, should they not 
1^ actually resident on land to be granted to them under this 
regulation, within three years from the date of their disband¬ 
ment, any land which they may have selected subsequent to 
the forfeiture of the other indulgences will not be confirmed 
by grant. 

(Signed) ALEXANDER M‘LEAY, 
Colonial Secretary. 

CAPTAINS. 

The only one in New South Wales (excepting myself) was 
the Governor’s brother-in-law, who, whilst on the full pay, 
received a free grant of upwards of three thousand acres, in 
the best part of the colony, with leave to purchase several 
thousands adjoining at a small value; besides extensive town 
grants in Sydney, worth some thousands of pounds, if it has 
Wn confirmed; and he is one of the largest stock proprie¬ 
tors in the colony. What number of convict servants and 
mechanics he has is not known; but one of the most superb 
houses in the colony had been erected at his grant, on the River 
Hunter. • 

Independently of the above, Lieutenant-Colonel Dumaresq, 
and Lieutenant Condamine, 57th regiment, the aid-de-camp 
and secretary of General Darling, had extensive mercantile 
remittances made to them from the Isle of France and Scot¬ 
land, consisting of wines, pictures, sugars, and rupees;*the 
latter having realised an enormous profit in the colony by 
their being- put into circulation far above their real worth, 
as it was subsequently found when the government put a 
fixed price upon them. But this valuation did not take 
place until all the Lieutenant-Colonel’s rupees had been cir¬ 
culated. 


No. 173. 

Military Secretary't Offiee, Sydn^, 2&tk March, 1831. 

SIR, 

I am directed to acquaint you, in reply to 
your letter of the 24th inst., addressed to the lieut.-^Genera], 
that he cannot consider you as having a claim to land; and 

0 
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that it is not in his power to permit of your returning to 
England under present circumstances. 

I have the honour to be, sir, 

Your roost obedient humble servant, 

T. DE LA CONDAMINE, 
Lieutenant and Military Secretary, 

Captain Robiscm, 

Royal Veteran Companies. 


No. 30. 

GOVERNMENT ORDER. 

Colonial Secretary's Office^ 7th Afoy, 1827. 

His Excellency the Governor has been pleased to make 
the followmg appointment, until his Majesty’s pleasure shall 
be known: 

Samuel North, Esq. to be keeper of the bonded store, in 
the department of the Customs. 


GENERAL ORDER. 

Brigade OfficCf l^dney, 18th May, 1827. 

The Lieut.-General has been pleased to dispense with Lieut. 
North, of the Royal Veteran companies, performing military 
duties; and also 


GENERAL ORDER. 


15rA Augustf 1827. 

Lieut. North, of the Royal Veterwi companies, having been 
appointed to the civil department, is relieved from his military 
duties. Lieut. Bell will receive the accounts, and assume the 
command of Brevet Lieut-Colonel Dumaresq’s company from 
that officer. 



85 


No. 31. 


GOVERNMENT ORDER. 


(No. 23.) 


Colonial Secretary' i Officet 5th JunCf 1827. 


His Excellency the Governor has been pleased 
to appoint Mr. Andrew Gibson, assistant-sui^eon of the Ro^al 
Veteran companies, to be an assistant-surgeon on the civil 
establishment of the colony, until the pleasure of his Majesty 
shall be known. The appointment to bear date the 24th of 
May last. 


By his Excellency’s command, 


^ ALEXANDER M‘LEAY. 


GENERAL ORDER, No. 54. 

25tk May, 1827. 

Assistant-Surgeon Gibson, Royal Veteran companies, having 
been attached to the civil service, the assistant-surgeon 39th 
regiment will take the medical charge of the Veterans until 
further orders. 


GENERAL ORDER, No. 24. 

25tk Februaryf 1829. 

1. —^The Lieut.-General is pleased to signify, in reference 
to the orders he has received relative to the disbandment of the 
companies of Royal Veterans, that the services of Lieut. North 
and Assistant-Surgeon Gibson will be dispensed with from this 
date. 

2. —-I’hese officers are to receive an advance of pay to the 

24th of April next, from which date they will be^ placed on 
half-pay. ,, 

By command, &c. 

(Signed) K. SNODGRASS, 

Major of Brigede^ 
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No* 32. 


Horae Guards^ Tebruary 11, 1831. 

SIBi, 

I take the earliest opportunity in my power to 
acknowledge your letter of the 1st instant, with a memorial 
from Mr. Robison, late Captain in the New South Wales Royal 
Veteran Battalion, in which that gentleman has solicited that 
his case may be again referred to the Judge-Advocate-General 
for further investigation. 

As the best mode of explaining to you the exact position in 
which this business now stands, 1 transmit for your information 
a copy of the letter which 1 last addressed to Mr. Robison, and 
by which you will perceive that his case has been more than 
once under my consideration, and that 1 cannot take upon my¬ 
self to recommend any further investigation of it. 

I have the honour to be, sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

The Right Hon. Sir Jamea Mackintosh, HILL. 

Sfc, SfC. 


(Copy referred to by Lorji Hill.) 

Horse Guards, 2Ath Dec. 1030. 

SIR, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your several 
communications as follows, viz. memorandum of your services, 
dated Sept. 30th; your letter to Sir Herbert Taylor, dated 
Oct. 9th, in which you have expressed your hope that you may 
be placed on half-pay; and your letter to me, dated^Oct. 19, 
in which you have requested that I would draw the circum¬ 
stances of your case, as mentioned in your memorandum of the 
1st instant (presumed to be that dated Sept. 30), as speedily as 
convenient to the favorable consideration of Lord Hill. 

1 have not fmled to submit the whole of these communica¬ 
tions to the General Commanding-in-chief, who also had before 
him all the papers .connected with the proceedings of the gene¬ 
ral court-martial before which your conduct was investigated, 
together with its jtjdgment and sentence. 

Lord Hill has likewise read with.great concern the represen¬ 
tations you have made of your personal privations and suiFertngs, 
all df which, however, should seem to have resulted from that 
course of conduct which has been the subject of judicial inves¬ 
tigation, and of the sentence which has in consequence been 
passed; and his lordship having again considered the whole 
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subject with the most patient attention, i have it in command 
to express his regret that it is not in bis power, consistently 
with his sense of duty, and with a proper regard to the character 
and discipline of the army, to hold out any prospect that he 
could recommend to his Majesty that you should either be 
placed on half-pay or re-admitted into his military serrice. 

I hare, &c. 

(Signed) FITZROY SOMERSET, 

R. Robuorif Esq. fyc. fyc. l^c. 


Copy of a Petition^ forwarded by Sir James Mackintosh, to the 

Right Hon. General Lord Hill, G.C.B., 0,C.H,, 

Commanding in chief His Majesty's'Forces. 

The bumble Petition of Robert Robison, late a Captain in the New 
South Wales Royal Veteran Company,— 

Sheweth, 

That 7our petitioner was brought to trial before 
a general court-martial (after twenty- three years’ service) at 
Sydney, in the colony of New South Wales, in the year 1828 ; 
his prosecutor being Lieut.-General Darling, the Governor and 
Commander of the Forces there. 

That, upon some of the charges your petitioner was ac¬ 
quitted, but on some others, imputing breaches of military 
discipline or subordination (but not affecting his honour or 
moral character), your petitioner was convicted by the sentence 
of the court; which conviction has since beeis confirmed upon 
the report of the lute Judge-Advocate-General. 

That upon the sentence of the court-martial being made 
known to your petitioner, he immediately embarked from New 
South Wales for England, where he arrived but a few months 
since. 

That your petitioner is advised that the proceedings were 
irregular and defective, and contrary to the legal custom and 
practice of conducting courts - martial, more particularly in 
respect of your petitioner’s having been prevented from cross- 
examining witnesses, and producing official correspondence 
which would have materially tended to his exculpation; and 
further, the court’s not only rejecting your petitioner's questions 
to the prosecutor’s and his own witnesses, but also in refusing 
to enter or keep any record of such questions on the ihinutes of 
its proceedings. 

That since the sentence of the court was made known to 
your petitioner, the Chief Justice of New South Wales has 
informed your petitioner, in a communication in writing, (a 
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copy of which is in his possession, and ready to be produced, 
and the original of which is deposited with the Secreta^ of State 
for the Colonies,) that a certain letter of his (the Chief Justice's) 
to the Governor and Commander of the Forces, which had been 
brought forward by the prosecutor, and chiefly tended (as was 
alleged) to prove your petitioner guilty on some of the charges, 
ought not to have been received, as it had been by the court, as 
legal evidence; and that even if receivable, it by no means 
proved the fact which it had been supposed to establish. 

That, under these circumstances, your petitioner submits 
that he has not had his case properly tried, and that the deci¬ 
sion of the court-martial as to the justice and truth of the 
charges brought against him has not been fairly arrived at; and 
also, that the Judge-Advocate-Geiieral had not before him full 
and correct minutes of the whole proceedings, so as to enable 
him to form a proper judgment upon the case. 

That your petitioner, therefore, most urgently and respectfully 
solicits, that your l^jrdship will be pleased to order that his case may 
be referred again to the Judge-Advocate-General for further inves¬ 
tigation, and that your petitioner may be allowed to offer before 
him such evidence as he has in his power to produce of the truth 
of the above allegations, or that such other relief may be given 
as the nature of the case requires. 

And your petitioner as in duty bound will ever pray. 

January IIOBEIIT ROBISON. 


‘ To the Right Hon. General Lord Hill, G, C. B., G. C. H., 
Commanding in chief His Majesty's Forces. 

The humble Memorial of Robert Robison, late a Captain in the New 
South Wales Royal Veteran Companies,— 

Sheweth, 

That your memorialist entered the Royal Mili¬ 
tary College as a cadet on the 1st January, 1805, and after 
completing the course of studies was recommended, and re¬ 
ceived a commission in the 14th regiment foot. May 1807. 

Your memorialist joined his regiment in the year 1807, and 
subsequently served, from the year 1809 to 1813, in Sp ain and 
Portugal, under his Grace the Duke of Wellington. 

That your memorialist embarked as Adjutant with troops 
for Madras and Bengal, in May 1814, and served the Nepaul 
campaigns in the East Indies, at the conclusion of which your 
memorialist was Ordered to Eiirope by a medical board for the 
recovery of his health. 
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That your memorialist was ordered, in the year 1818, as a 
guard over convicts to New South Wales, and from thence to 
India via Batavia, in command of troops; upon which occa¬ 
sion your memorialist was specially recommended to the then 
Commander-in-Chief, his late Royal Highness the Duke of 
York, and the Secretary of State for the Colonies, by the Go¬ 
vernor, the late Major-General Macquarie. 

That your memorialist was reduced to half-pay by the dis¬ 
bandment of his regiment, the 22d dragoons, in the year 1820, 
and appointed to the 4th Light Dragoons in 1821, with which 
regiment he embarked for Bombay in 1822. 

That your memorialist was promoted by purchase, after 
having served upwards of sixteen years a subaltern, in the year 
1823. 

That your memorialist was appointed to and raised the 
New South Wales Royal Veteran Companies in 1825, which 
service was performed to the satisfaction of the Commander-in- 
Chief and Secretary of State for the Colonies, as will appear by 
the accompanying copies of letters to the Governor of that 
colony. 

That your memorialist embarked in command of these com¬ 
panies, and landed them and their numerous families (amount¬ 
ing to several hundreds) safely in New South Wales, in the 
latter end of the year 1826. 

That your memorialist, for the first time during* his long 
services, was so unfortunate as to incur the displeasure of the 
Governor and Commander of the Forces in New South Wales, 
and was brought by his Excellency, in the year 1828, to a 
general court-martial upon eight charges, up(7n some of which 
your memorialist was found “ guilty,” and sentenced to be 
“ dismissed” the service. 

That your memorialist was detained in arrest in a most 
severe state of suffering as well to his family as himself, with his 
allowances stopped for upwards of two years, before the sen¬ 
tence was made known from England; and being refused a 
grant of land in the colony, (as was given to all the other 
officers and soldiers of the New South Wales Veterans,) was 
compelled to return to England at a ruinous expense, with a 
sickly family, having lost his only child by death, and expended 
the whole of bis small property in the service of his country. 

That your memorialist, immediately upon his iandin|, lost 
no time in making an earnest appeeJ through the military 
secretary to your Lordship,'with a hope of getting a revision of 
his case, and being either placed upon half-pay or restored to 
the service. 

That your memorialist has tvaited with the most intense 
anxiety for the last three months the result, which being now 
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made knowai tmhapj^y hai left your memorialist no longer 
hope. 

That your memorialist ventures, as a last appeal, to beg that 
his long, and, he trusts, honourable services for upwards of twenty* 
three years (previous to his trial), together with the severe mea¬ 
sure of punishment he has, in addition to the sentence of the 
court-martial, already experienced in New South Wales, may so 
far operate in his behalf, as to induce your Lordship to recommend 
your memorialist (who, with his family, are left in a state of 
complete destitution,) to the mercy of his sovereign to grant him 
the sales of his commissions. 

Finally, your memorialist concludes by stating, that he is 
the only surviving son of the late Colonel Robison, Royal Artil¬ 
lery, and has lost his father, four brothers, and two nephews, in 
the military service of their country. 

Memorialist’s last brother died a lieut.-colonel in the army 
(24th regiment foot), and a companion of the Bath, on his 
passage from India, and left his family, as well as his other 
brother’s children, for memorialist to provide for, as (although 
the lieut.-colonel’s commissions were purchased) none of them 
were eve#Bold for the benefit of his family. 

All which is most humbly and respectfully submitted. 

And your memorialist as in duty bound will ever pray. 

London. K. ROBISON. 


T.HE END. 
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TRIAX; 

ov 

LIEUT.-COLOJSrEL JOHX BELL. 


At a general court martial, keia ^ 

JBAiNGALOiiE, on the 1st day of Noteraijlierj^ in the year of 
our Lord 1809^ by virtue of a. Wurant from .Major 
General GOWDIE, Commanding in Chief the Forcet 
terviog under the Presidency of Fort St, George* 

PRESIDENT. 

Major Genera} WARDS, H. M. 1st Foot Guards, 

MEMBERS. 

Lt. Col. Sthanhoe, IStb Regt. N. !• 

- - - Lano, nth Regt. N. I. 

■ -- Webber, 7th Regt. N. !• 

- OoG, 15th Regt, N. I. 

.. M‘Leod, H. M. doth . 

- Wir.soH, hth Regt. N. I. 

- . — ■Skinner, H. M. 56th. 

' ■ - - Lockhart, 1|. M. 30th. 

- Bownkss, 25th Regt. N. I, 

-^ Adams, H. M. L. Dl 

F LETCHER, ^Ist Regt. N i lii, 

--- Clargss, H. M. 69Ch. 

Major M’Leod, H. M. 4i9(h, 

^- Colebrooke, ^h Regt. N. I. 

Cardan,, H. M. 25th. 

- - Maxwell, H. M. 30th^ 

-- Grant, 24th ifegt. N. f. 

Lient, 0»MS8Y, Sud§^€ :Advoeate^ 

ThO .Gji^neral Orders of the 3Qth September, dtrei^lng 
]fhe Gonetfd C^urt Martial to assemble on the 90th of 6c.. 
tobcr« those of the 15ih Qctobef, postponiiig it till the 
Ist 01 No|rembe7i» are read. 

The Court being aes'eihbred, a^^^le ha the General 
Orders of the. 15th Oct.iber, the coustitutlnj^ 

a^t^k^y .are read. 
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JdhutenanfJColmtl John Ballot tbe Madras Artilleiy^ 

Prisoner, being brought into Court, the names of the. 
President and Members are first read over to him, and he 
is asked the follosriog questions. 

^udg€ ^dvocafe. Do you object to any of the Me^- ' 
bers composing the Court, by which you are about to be 
tried ? 

Answer. I object to LieutenantmCohnel Adams^ for. 
tile foliowing reasons. 

In the first place, Chat 0.fiicer is summoned as a materl. 
al lyitness on the part of the prosecution.-—It is i\ot con> 
tended, tbat,’whfere a question of fact incidentally arises on 
a trial, which lies within the knowledge of one of the Mem¬ 
bers of the Court, that the mere circumstance of his being 
a Membeic, disqualifies him from being a Witness. Hut this 
rule cannot be extended to principal or leading witnesses, 
without infinite inconvenience. Rendering all homage to 
the impartiality and honor of Lieuteiiant'Colonel Adams, 
yet being a Witness, of whose testimony the credibility is to> 
be determined by the greater or less degree of corrobora¬ 
tion, itreceives from other Witnesses on the part of the pro¬ 
secution,^ there must, from the infirmity of the human, 
mind, be a slight bias in bis. feelings, that may in. 
dine him to believe the evidence which supports hrs own, 
rather than that which controverts or contradicts it.—In 
the second place, the Prisoner proposes his objection to 
Lieutenant.Colonel Adams, on the ground of his having 
been actively employed, in the unhappy afiair of the 11th 
of August,r- and this objection, he propo>es, rather as an 
appeal to the delicacy of that Officer, than as any doubt 
of his honour and his rectitude.—If Lieutenaiit..<4otoncl 
Adams does uojt admit the force of it, (he Prisoner con¬ 
sents to withdraw it. 

The Court fs cleared. 

The Court having considered the above objection, hay© 
admitted the validity of it, and, on its being opened, l-ieu. 
tenant-Colonel Adams is directed to withdraw. 

Judge Advocate, Do you object to any other Member ? 

Answer. I. object to Major Cardeny on the above 
grounds. '' 

Xhe Court is again closed ; and, on taking Into consi. 
deration the bbjection, are of opinion, that the gvouiidt 
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{tre etilBrient, and the Court being opened^ €«r<iea 

|3 directed to ivithdraw. 

The Friooner declining any farther challenge,. 

The President, Mejnbers and Deputy Judge AdTOcate, 
are duly swont, agreable to the rules and articles of War, 
for the better government of die Honorable Company’s 
Forces. 

In consequence of three Members, Lieutenant*CoIbnel 
Wilson, Majors Maxwell and CJrant, not being present, 
the Court think proper to adjourn till Monday moraiog, 
the 6th of November, at 10 o’clock* 


MONDAY, rnx Cth day or NOVEMBER, 1800. 

7'hc Court metf pursuant to adjournment. 

All Members present, as on the 1st of the month, as 
'irell as Licutenatit.Colonel Vv'ilson and Major Grant. 

The Prisoner is a&ked whether he has any objection to 
LieuIcnant.Colonel Wilson^ avd Major kirant, sitting 
as Members of his Court Martial, to which he replies, be. 
has not. 

Those two Members are accordingly sworn. 

The Court is cleared ; and, on being opened, the follow* 
ing is recorded. 

The Judge Advocate having stated it to be his opinion, 
that the Court is rot competent to proceed upon the trial 
until the whale of the Members shall be present, and Ma* 
jor Maxwell a Metnbei not being arrired, and no account 
having been received of the cattse of Major Maxwell’s ab. 
M'lice, the Court adjourns till Thursday next, the 0th of 
November, a.t 10 o'clock. 9 

THURSDAY, the 9th of NOVEMBER, 1809* 

The Court met^ pursuant to adjournment. 

Members all present, as on the last day. 

The Judge Advocate informs the Court, that M^or 
Maxwell is not jet arrived. 

The Court is cleared] —and, the Court having considered 
the objection as made on a former day by the Judge Ad¬ 
vocate, have determined, that, as Ma;ior Maxwell has hot 
^r^iyed, and in consideration of the situalton of the Pri- 
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toner, tor oternile iliat opinion, and to proceed open the 
trial. 

The Caurt is itpenedy and the abore read to the Pri. 
toner. 

CIIARGK. Lieutenant^Colontl John Bell, of the 
' Madras ArtiUery, and late Commanding the Fort and 
Garrison of Ssringapatam, charged by the Officer Com* 
manding the Army^ with having, in subversion of all 
good order nnd Military discipline, and in violation of 
the Hales and Articles of f'Far, for the betjler Govern, 
meni of the Company's Forces, joined in, and headed 
a most dangerous and alarming Mutiny and Sedition, 
xekiek took place in the said Garrison, on and betwixt 
iite aOih day of Jaly last^ and %'Sd of August followm 
ing ; during which period, the Garrison fired on the 
Troops of iiis Majesty and those of (he Company, and 
their Ally the liajah of Mysore, and seized on the 
Public Treasury \ and he, Lieut, Col. John Belt, de. , 
dared his rt solution, not to deliver up ihe Fort and 
Garrison to the proper authorities* 

By order of Major.General Guwdie, Commanding ihe 
Army. 

(Signed) r. //. S. CONIVAV, 

Adj* Gen, of ihe Army, 

Fort St, George, > 

October U, 1809.J 

Judge ddvocaie. How you, Lieut. Colonel John 
Bell, arc you (iuiUy or >i’at GoiUy ? 

Answer. Not GuiUy. 

The Deputy Judge Advocate opens the prosecution. 

Mit. Presidicnt, auo *GKN'rLi:uE?r or Tiit-Couax 

MartlIMj : 

You are now met to iuvesiMgate into charges of a nat re, 
which, if we coubider the vanW and character of the parlies 
iiuplicated, are the most unprecedented and extraordinary 
ti>ut ever c.imc before a military tribunal in this country. 
l*{ie events ronnecteil with these charges are too recent, to 
roiiuire a btatenient, lh;:t will lake up much of yonr time at 
this early stage of Uie proct-edings. Gen'leiaen, the charge 
the Prisoner is for ioining in, and headiiig a most 
tkftigefous and alarming ftiuiiny aui Sedition within the 
tSarcisoii of Serinand it becomes my duty to state 
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in a few words, tlie natnf’e of that Mutlnf. For con*« 
time previous to the date specified in t]ie .charges, a spirit 
of combination against the constituted authorities of the 
Government of Fort St. George, existed throughout the 
Army of this Presidency. At length, measures of 
open defiance and resistance to orders of the simplest 
military arrangement were adopted; when it be¬ 
came an object for the Government, to ascertain 
what Officers were uncontaminated by the too ge<i 
neral spirit of disobedience which had been manifested, 
and the Honorable the Governor in Council directed n 
certain test or pledge of obedience to be presented by Of¬ 
ficers Commanding Divisions, to the several Officers under 
their command ; and, in case of refusal, tlie Officers were to 
retire from their military functions,—thus leaving it opti¬ 
onal, whether they would act up to the letter of their com¬ 
missions, or secede from the performance of military du. 
ties, on the pay of their respective ranks.-~Agreable to 
the above instructions, Lieutenant-Colonel Davis, the Of¬ 
ficer Commanding the troops in Mysore, on the SOtH of 
July, repaired to the Fort of Seringapatam, the Garri¬ 
son of which consisted, 1 understand, of 120 rank and file 
of H. M- 80th Regiment, a large proportion of Artillery, 
the 2d Battalion 15th Regiment demanded by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Robert Munro, the 2d Battalion 19th Regiment 
commanded by Major D. C. Kenny, several staff Of¬ 
ficers, and the prisoner Lient. Colonel Bell, who was senior 
Officer of <lie whole.—On the morning of Ihe 30th, Lieut- 
tenant-Culoncl Davis directed the Assistauh Adjutant 
General, to order Lieutenaot-Colonel Bell, to assemble 
the Officers of the Garrisod*, and wait upon him immedi¬ 
ately.—Youwillhear, Gentlemen, from the Assistant Ad. 
jutant Genera), whether fiiat prompt obedience, which 
should mark the conduct of an Officer in every situation, 
but more especially in that of the Prisoner, was paid to 
this order.*—1 rather imagine, you will be told, that the 
Prisoner disobeyed that order, as well as the Officers of 
one Battalion, the 2d Battalion 19th Regiment.—However, 
a number were assembled, and the orders of Government 
read to them. Instead of an acquiescence with the terms 
contained in those orders, a resolution was formed of de. 
taining Lioutenant-Colonel Davis, as a prisoner, and thir 
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Wm toon cftrried into efTi^ct-^'rhtf particular! of whatoc* 
carretl on this occasion, will be fully explained by several 
respectable evidences, and from tliis period may be dated 
the existence of a Mutiny among the troops in that (Jar. 
risen, which lasted till the 23d of August; and it will ba 
your province, Geutiemen, to determine, from the facts 
which I shall lay before you, whether the Prisoner did, at 
any time within those dates, join in, or head that Mutiny. 
~^On the 31st, Lieutenant.Colonel Davis addressed a letter 
to Lieutenaiit.Coionel Bell, enclosing the test for the 
Odicers’ acceptance and signature; the enclosure was taken 
out, and the biter returned, without the seal having beeii 
broke,-^the prisoner, os will appear by his own note, de. 
dining to open any public couimuuicatiou.—-On the night 
of the 1st of August, a detail, consisting of near 300 men 
and 2 guns, was detached from the fort, for the purpose 
of seizing a supply of 30,000 Pagodas of mouey, ou its 
route to the Paymaster from the C^eded Provinces, in w hicii 
they succeeded. The Paymaster^ Treasure in the Fort, 
about 11,000 Pagodas, hud also, in thg course of the preced. 
iog dey, been forcibly seized oil, agreable to the ouJ'-rn of 
Lieotcnant.Coiouel Bell, as will appear by a kUu'ad. 
dressed to the Paymaster, Mr. Smith, who will be called to 
Kubstautiale this iact. A||l I shall call other Witnesses as 
well as Mr. Smith, to several circumstances of a i;iutiiious 
nature ; who will shew, how far the Piisoner was ioip'icaU 
ed, at the commencement of these extraordinary proceed. 
iiigs.—On the 2d of August, 600 men, with a pruportioii 
of Artillery, were detached to some distance into the My. 
Fore Country, for the purpose, as 1 understand, of meeting 
It force (hat was expected frome Cbitlledroog; but, as they 
could hear no tidings of it, the deUchmeut returned ou the 
4(h (0 Seriiigapatam. Lieutenant Adamson, an Officer of 
H. M. 80tli llcgiment, who met them on their returti, will 
appear before the Court, to speak to this point, as well 
as th« circumstances connected with the march from tho 
Fort of (hose men of the SOth lleglment, who formed a 
part of the Garrison, and the orders he received on the 
ucensioa. When the Officer Commanding in A!}sore, and 
the acting British Resident, the Honorable Air. Cob, heard, 
iitat measures,: which they could not but consider, as iii.- 
kuUing to their authority, as they were hostile to the Goi« 
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Wfflment of the Coiinfrj, had been adopfed hy th^ 0(fi(*(irt 
of fh»' Garrison, they conjointly addrosstjd a letter to them, 
an authentic copy of which I shall lay before you, cailinjf 
upon the Officers to accede to the terms of Gove-nnoent, 
which had been oifered to tliem, and pointing out to those 
Officers, that, if they persevered, in such a system of hostility, 
the whole resources of the Mysore Governnient, and their 
united power, would be exerted to reduce them to a siat* 
of subordination to the legal and constituted authorities. 
This ietior was addressed to XiieiiteHant.Colonel Bell and 
the Officers of the Garrison ; and, if I mistake not, it will 
appear in evidence, that the Prisoner read and knew tha 
contents of it. Oh this day, the 3d of August, LieutenanU 
Colonel Beil sent out to rjieufenant.Colouel Davis, the 
pledge of obedience to the Government of Fort St. George^' 
(signed by himself,) which 1 shall produce, as well as a ca« 
py of Lieutoiunt-Coloiiel Davis’s reply, expressive of the 
sufisi'action lie felt, on learning that the Prisoner retained a 
proper sense of the duty he owed to the Government under 
which he served. We shall see his .subsequent conduct, 
whether he acted np to the solemn assurance he had thus 
given —On the 6th of August, he addressed a letter of 
a very extraordinary and mysteriqps nature to Lieutenant. 
Colonel in which lie alfects to consider rlie fortress 

of Seringapatam, as in danger from an attack by the My¬ 
sore (jovevnnuMt, and that, as he was in possession of th« 
Fort and bland, it became his duty to his King and Coun¬ 
try, not to deliver them up, but to legal authority.—The 
Prisoner, at the same time he wrote the letter I*haveiiow 
alluded to, addressed one t(| Poornea, the Dewan, com¬ 
plaining of his preventing provi.«/ion» from passing into 
Seringapatam, and canti()nin|[ him against a continuance of 
inch proceedings. To this letter the Minister replied, by 
referring him to the Britbh Resident, as the proper chan¬ 
nel of communication with the Mysore Government, If 
the Prisoner had cuti rtained any doubts as to the measures 
the Government of Mysore were adopting, and which had 
induced him to suppose, an attack was meditated by that 
power Oil the Fort of Seringapatam, they surely must have 
ceased, on the receipt of this letter from the Minister, as 
it plainly indicated that he was acting in concert with Ihn 
DatbU Resident, and consequently complying with the 



Ibstnictiows of tho Ifpal and establisliPil GoTPrnment of tli^ 
(U>uiitr}r. But, if the Prisoni r leally saw the le ler of the 
3d, addressed to himself and the Oificers of the GarrisoH| 
}ie coald not for a moment have doubted the intentions 
‘with which those measures (hat he complained of, were 
opted. On the 8tli, LieuteiiaaUColonel Bell address 
hotber letter to the Oewan, threatening to seize whatept* 
property was in the Fort, belonging either to the ^ah 
or the l)ewan, Sf t!>e latter did not desist from a^, }»ne of 
conduct, which the Prisoner thought insulting to llie Bru 
iish Government and the Honorable Coinpaiiy ; altholigb 
the Minister ^as acting in concert with that very Govern¬ 
ment, for whose honor Liculeuaut-Colonel Bell seemed so 
anxious, and, as a means of preserving that honor, was re¬ 
taining forcible possession of a Fortress, which had but a 
lew years since been rescued, at a great exponce of blood 
and triasure, from the dominion of an impUcable foe. 
‘[The Prisoner also addressed a letter to Lieulenant-Colunel 
i>avis, on that day, expressive of his delerminatiou to keep 
possession of the Fort, which, togotker rviih the former and 
the Dewan’s reply thereto, I shall produce to the Court.— 
On the 9th, Lieutenant-Colonel Bell addressed a Idler to 
ihe Right Honorable the Governor General, explanatory 
of his conduct, aud forwarding copies of alt the letters above 
allndcd to. On the 10th, Lieutenant.Colouel Gibbs arri¬ 
ved in the vicinity of Seringapalam, with the 59th Regi¬ 
ment, 95lh Light Dragoons, 5th Regiment IMative Ca¬ 
valry, and 1st Battalion 3d Regiment N. 1 ; and took up a 
position near one of the principal fords, where ho remained 
ilurioff tha day. On tlie morning of the 11th, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Gibbs received infoftnation, that tifo corps wer# 
wpproaching from Chiltledroog towards the Fort; he ira* 
mediately made his arrangemeets, (oeounteract their known 
Object, ofijetting inio u>t > oi t • ard part of the troops un¬ 
der his command were fired at by he Garrison. The 
cumstances, which followed on that day, within view of the 
Ibrtress, arc su particularly detailed in Liouteiiant-Colonel 
Uidl’s letter of the 19th, and otlu rs of a later date, addriw- 
aed to the Right Honorable the Governor General, which 
will be hereafter laid before the Court, that I shall only 
now slightly advert to them. It will sullu-e to tell you, 
^at two Bnttalionf of Native lufantry, in 
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wnceri? irUIi, it is pr«s«merl, Iht jfneral plan of ojifravT 
tions to be obserred by the (Jarrison of Seringapalam, 
marched from Chitticdroog for the purpose of getting into 
the former place ; and, as it was a desirable object to pre¬ 
vent such an accession of strength being throM n into the 
JKort, the acting Resident at the Court of Mysore, directed 
the Silledar Horse of that GoTernment to be sent in t4- 
vance towanls (’hittledi'oog, with orders to oblige those 
corps to desist from their intention. The (Mhccrs com- 
matiding these Battalions, ('aptains M’lntosh and Aiskill^ 
were early apprized, that they would meet with opposition, 
but nothing could Induce them to leturii to ttieir station ; 
and, on their near approach to tlie Fort, the sword wai 
drawn, and, dreadful to relate, the Troops of H. M., of the 
Honorable Company, and of their Ally the Rajah of Mj- 
lore, were forced to oppose those two Battalions; of whom 
many were killed and wounded, but the, major part suc¬ 
ceeded i« their object. Lieutenant-Colonel Gibbs resu¬ 
med his position ; from whence, about half past 12 o’clock 
at night, he was obliged to move, in coasequeiice of some 
flndls being rlirown into Ins Camp from the Fort. This 
latter act, which forms a principal'feature of the charges 
against the Frisoner, will be fully established, not only by 
his own letter, addressed to the Governor Genera), ac¬ 
knowledging it, but by the testimony of several respecta¬ 
ble Odicers. On the, I3th, a Flag of Truce was sent iota 
the Fort, by Lieutenant-Loloiiel Davis, agrcable to a.re¬ 
quest to tiiat. effect, made previously by the Officers in the 
J’ort. Lieutenant Grove of H, M SOlh Regiment, wbo 
can led (he Flag of Truce, is the evidence 1 shall adduce, 
to snbslautiaie whatever iBok place between him and 
Lieiileiiant-Coloiicl Bell, lii consequence of a request 
from l^ii'utcnant-t olonel on the morning of (he 14th, 
two.Oi^^'ci's, Lieutenant-Colonels Gibbs and;^dam8, re¬ 
paired to a place agreed on, to meet Lieiileat|(it-Colonel 
it- Muiiro and Captain De Havillaiul. The result of,that 
conference did not, I understand, bring tilings nearer to 
a settlmnunt. And you will bear from the before-men¬ 
tioned Oiiici'iis, that the Prisoner did declare his resolution, 
nut to deliver up the Fort and Garrison, to the proper 
authorities. The place was strictly blockaded, and all 
Ipppiicii. cut offfroia the Garrisou. On the and 17tU 



13 

of Au,a;iist tTie prsoncr addressed two letters to tlie RrgKi 
Honorable the Governor General; upon which I shall 
not now make any comment, as they, logcdicr with their 
inclosurcs, will be sabmiited for your consideration. Af¬ 
fairs remained in this state until the 21st ; on which day, 
the Honorable Mr. Cole sent into the Fort a letter, 
ivhich he had received from the liritish Uesidont at Uy- 
dralud, statin", that the Oflicers of the lJ>drabad Sub¬ 
sidiary Force hud siijncd the test of obedience to theGo- 
Tcrnnient of Fort St. George. On receipt of this letter. 
Captains l)e Jlavilland and Cadell were scut out of 
the Fort with* Flag of Truce, to Lieutcnant-Coloncl 
Davis ; and, in consequence, hostilities ceased on (hat 
sight. On the 22d, Lieutenant-Colonel Hell forwar¬ 
ded to Lieutcnaut-Colonel Davis, a similar lest 
signed by the Oflicers of the Garrison under Ills 
command. And, in obedience to the orders of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Davis, the troops moved out at day-lighi, on the 
morning of the 23d, leuving their arms piled on the 

s now, Gentiemen, in as concise a manner as lay in 
my power, detailed to you the leading features of tlie Mutiny, 
as well as tlir i veral puiul>', which are to be established on 
the pait of th»* prosecution ; and I shall not further detain 
you, but proceed to the examiaation of the several evi- 
deUGOS. The first vvhich perhap.s ought to be called, is 
Lieutenant-Colonel Davis,—I am sorry to say, that Ofli^ 
cer has forwarded me, a declaration on oath by two Sur- 
g ons, of )iis inability, fiora severe ill health, to attend, 

1 have conceived it necessary, to state this to the Court, as 
Lieuterianl-Culonel Davia migSit be considered as an evi¬ 
dence, whose lestimoMv could not properly be dispensed 
with. But ai the Oli cers of liiatfitaiV, who arc acquainted 
with every ^rticular, are in attendance, 1 hope, on the 
part of the j&own, to be able to dispense with his testimo¬ 
ny, The 0st Witness therefore that 1 shall (;a!l, is Cap, 
tain Webster, Assistant Adjutant General. 

Capluin iPdhsfer^ Assistant Adjutant Gfnsrnl io the 
Troops in M^sore^ a Witness in iupitort of the Trase^ 
cutioiiy duiif smorn. 

The Charge is rend. 

Judge Advorafe. Were you Assistant Adjutant GcnCn 
^*1 to the troops in Mysore, on the JUth of July Ust,^ 


ffi'ound 
i hav 
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'Jsn.tvrr. I Tras. 

J iid'c Afhorah'. Do ynn l:now wltoirn'iin cotnmaa^ 
pf tiV' (iairison of Sr rinira{;.n,laio oji lhat da; ? 

Jnsuer. Yos, Lioidonaiil-Coloiu-I lii)), 

Jj/j/y** Aihoiufe. Did \oii acroo^j aav l,sov^enc!nf..ro^ 
Jom4 Davis Comni.indiii}: OlVicov of Mu* troi^^s iti 
to Serinpapafam, on or dbont (ho 50(h of July ? 

Jins-^str, On tho 2y(h of July 1 did. 

Judge Adi'acaic. Will you slato to the Court any or* 
^Irrs )<.n coir.nuinicatod, t-ilherby writing or vtrb.’Jly, fruTH 
Jiieut*»nant-ColoiKd Davis to Lieutenant-Colonel liell, on 
the dOih of Jul^^ ? * 

Anaicer. On the 301h of July, I wrote a letter to 
LieuUnant-Colonel Boll, by order of LieiiteiKitit-Colorel 
p.ivis, fononiinicating his dosho, that ho wjUild convent the 
Otik’eis of tile Company’s Service in that Garrison, and, 
with them, wait upon l.ionlt'nant-Colonel Davis. 

Judge AdioCiUe, Was thiii order ou*yod, and how 
^oou ? 


A)7su:er. It was ohoyed in part: some part of the Of?!- 
C' rs waited upon ].i» nteimni-Colone! Davss. J.'.entenaiit. 
Colom ! Boll did not accompany the (.Mfi'in-s. 1 in* letter 
vviU' written .d)out 9 o’clock ; and the Oiccors that did at- 
teml, came about l‘> o’clock. 

Judge Adi ocule. It is my wi'^h, that the cviihace 
^hojild now di'taii every thing he knows, relative to die 
charge beloie (iie (,'our'‘. 


State io the Court windvver yog know, which’u in any 
way coKuecled with t!i,- chi’.y:,e. 

An.v.^i‘r. I have aire,uly '•luted, that Lieulenani-Colo- 
nel iitll wiia do .'-iiu d to ufe'^emiile tlie Gii'.cers, aiul u, itU 
them (o wait upon Li'-ntenahulioionol D.ms i have 

o already nu'niioned, that tlx' letter comm^pcatiug lii it 
desire, was wriUm .aid'cui aboul 9 o’clock. %n ru.wer 


to it was rec< ived almost iuiiueili.ilely, in which Lieuiesuiu'- 
Colonel fh li acknortied,=;ed the luctii.n, and sal<', ;:'e Oi’l- 
cers should he ivssmuliled as soon as possibh'.— lt> 

o’clock, none of the Olkcers having auMved, Ideuit r.uui- 
Colonel Davis directed me, to wait upon Lien(< n:mi-C .« 
lonel Bell, and to intorm him, that, as his older for iis^mn- 
l)hng the OlTicers, might have created iome ;du'.'!iii'm tin if 
l^iode tine tuuic of sumiuou^j ht would uL- 



pe^sf; seeing ihoni. Tiioutenant-Colotiel BeH 
that the OlRrers were scattered over the Fort, many of 
them lived at a distance, Mliich was the occasion of the d*»- 
lay; but, thatsoveral meisiieiigers, or oidoriies, had bean sent 
to collect them, and that they wouM soon be assembled 
and wail upon h/ieiifenaat.Co1on«l Davis. 1 returned to 
liieuJenant-Co'om 1 Davis with that reply, with which ho 
seemed satisfied.—I, think an hour more bad* elapsed, when 
Li( lileisant.Colonel Davis again desired, me to return to 
LiHutenant.Colonel Bell, and again inform him, that h* 
dispensed with their attendaDcc for the reason already 
assigned, and to add, that lie desired they might not wait 
upon him.—Lieu(Hiiaut.Coior|ei Bell, I'epUcd, that the or. 
der was of that positive nature, or words to that efl'ect, that 
he must insist upon Lieutcnanl.Colonel Davis .seeing the 
Oiliccrs; observing at the same time, that they were almost 
all assembled, and ready logo, 

Quvsiian Inj the Court. At the time I/ioutenant-Colo- 
nel Da\is desired you to say, he dispensed with the atte». 
dance of the Officers, did he say, he dispensed with Lieute* 
naiit-Colonel Bell’s attendance 

Anstn'cr, There was no name mentioned^ 

Cuptain WQhster continues. 

Upon that, I observed to Lieutenant-Colonel Bell, that 
I believed, lieutenant.Colonel Davis expected him to wait 
upon him, with the Olficoi's; to which he replied, he saw 
no occasion for that.—At this time, a considi rable number 
of Ojficejs were collected, and had begun (oyiove towards 
Licutenaist-Colonel Davis’s house, i accompanied them 
there, and, on reacfiing ihe hpuse, announced their arrival, 
to Lientenant-Coionel Davis,—He desired they might 
come in to his bed-roorn, which he was not able to 
leave, ai^addrcssed Ibeno'—The conversation 1 can. 
not repelpl word for word. He expressed to ttieia 
his regret for the present posture of afi'airs, the state 
of the Garrison, and admonished them to return to 
thoii duty ;—not to credit a report which they had 
heard, of his intention to make use of the troops of the 
Mysore Covernmenl, for the purpose of seizing their per- 
loiis, as that, he declared to (hem upon his honor, waa 
not tire case. They requested, he would inform them, whei» 
theror uot he had received yrders from UuvejiaAeati ta. 
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8«»ae <heir pciEons, annl separate <licm from tijclr men fal* 
ludiiig to the Company’s (Xiiceis of couriiP.) lie deelio- 
ed making known to them the orders he had received from 
Government; but pledged liis word to them, tiial no steps 
should be laUen, in the execution of whatever orders ho 
might have received, without previously communicating to 
tlimn his intention of doing so.—A good deal of conversa¬ 
tion passed between Lieutenant.Colonel Davis and the 
Oiucers, on the subject of reports which they bad heard, 
of the intcution of Government to use undcrJiand or se¬ 
cret means of separatiug them from their men ; and they, 
the Olheers, expatiated fully on the injurious consequences 
of such a step. Lieutcnant.Colonel Davis again assured 
them, that he neither had intentions of his own, not iustrvtc- 
tioQS, to use secret means of separating them front their 
men.—The Ollicers frequently urged to Ijicutcnant-Colo- 
iicl Davis, the necessity there was for his remaining in the 
Garrison ; staling, that his presence would give confidence 
1o them in the. sincerity of his assurances, or wuids to 
that cfi'cct, aud that his presence was also necessary to 
remove the alarm in the minds of (he Officers, which tiie 
vatious reports iliey had heard had created.—They also 
mentioned, that his presence would ensure the tranquillity 
of (hcGaiiiSon. Lieutenant-Colonel Davis observed, that, 
from every thing he could judge riom, it did not appear 
to him, that bis ordeis were Jikeiy to be obeyed, or that 
his presence could be of any use;, nnt that, since they were 
so urgent in their request, he dcs:red, they would slate the 
number of days they thought Ins presence would neces* 
lary, and that any moderate request he would comply wiih. 
They then stated, that, as bediad promised to forward their 
address of yi-sicrtiay to Government, they hoped, it would 
not be inconvenient for him, to remain with them, until a 
reply w as received.—1 do not rememher the rcnly Licute- 
nant.CoIoael Davis made to that request; but, in subse¬ 
quent conversation, the Officers urged so strongly the ne¬ 
cessity of bis remaining, as led him to understand, that he 
could, not be permitted to depart.—With this imprcssioni 
on Lieutcnant.Colonel Davi»’s mind, the Ollicers left the 
room.—Befuie they had left the house, Lien tenant-Colo¬ 
nel Davis desired me to call them back again, observing 
to mCj as it was evident wc were Dhiobers, it might have 



Rowe effect (ovrards our enlargement, to commnnicale 
orders of Coveriimenf, respecting the test of obedience 
I'equircd from the Co!nparv 3 ^8 Oiiicnrs.—On ll»e rcluni of 
tbc (tfiicers to Ibc room, Licutenant-Coloiul Davis desired 
me to rea<! to tii.m, that pt?rt of the Ooverement instr?»c- 
lions above alluJe:! to. and the test. Tills was done arcotd- 
ingly ; and, upon bearing tbe instnu tions and the test road, 
the Oihcers letiiiiU'd their thanks to Lieut nanf.thjilonal 
jJ.ivis for having fommnnicated them. Lieulinant-Cohmcl 
^'unro, who was the senior Oflacer present, request<»d, ia 
ti.e name of the Officers of the Carrison, that he migbi bo 
permitted to take home with him, the papers 1 hud just 
load, for his and their consideration. This request was 
(’> npiied w i*h, and I delivered the paners to him. Tlio 
(Hlieeio, on leaving the room, were loud in their expression 
of t!:anks to I/ieutenant-Colonel Davis, for liic moderate, 
fiitiidly part he had acted towards (hem. About i,a!f 
past 3 o’clock, liiciitenant^CoIone! Davis received a pri- 
lat'* letter, from Lieutenant-Colonel Bell, staling, that as, 
>ri the conversation with the Officers, he, Lieutenant Co¬ 
lonel Davis, had expressed his fears (or something tit that 
nature) that his orders would not be obeped in the Garri¬ 
son, be, J.'entcn-.it-ColoncI Bell, begged leave to assure 
him. that at y o/dess from him, that did not affect the 
safety of tiie Compatjy's Officers, would be fully obeped ; 
end tliat, whatever the Conduct of the Officers might be 
on thi" occasion, they begged to assure him, of their un¬ 
alterable esteem and regard. Previous to the receipt of 
ihi? letter, 1 had addressed a letter to Lieutenant.Colonel 
llell, by order of Idtintcnant-Colonel Davis, stating, that 
as if h.<d come to his knowledge, that orders hiA been 
given for no Officers to be permitted to pass the gates, 
without aufhorifp fif'Tii him, and, as it was his, Lientenant- 
t 'oloik'l Davis’s, inr» nti(jn to proceed imm cdi.itely to 
Iif YSore, he tle^i^ed orders might be giien to the guard, (d 
allow him and Ids staff to pass the gate without any oppo- 
M'i m.—To this, no answer was received ; but, about half 
tn hour atfgl wards, the Town Major Came to the heiise 
whe:e Lii'Utcnant-C'oloncI Davis and myself were living, 
and rcquesiffll to speak to me, I went out, and was inform¬ 
ed by the Town Ma jor, that an nwstver to my letter wii 
jitep^aring, and that, until it w;.* le fdved, Lient..' ol. Divi» 
could not be permitted to leave ibt Forl^ that orders to 
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that had bpi*!! given to the guard, and that he vras 

thin going to rc-prat these orders to the guard.—He 
furtiu-r said, that Lieutenant-Colonel Bell requested, 1 
would not leave tlie compound of the House,—About 4 
o’clock, Lieutenant-Colonel Munro waited upon Lieute- 
itaiit.C'oionel Davis with a paper, which, he stated, con. 
tabled the sentiments of the Giheers of the Garrison. 1 
think, it was signed, as well as I recollect, by Colonels 
Bell and Munro and Major Kenny,—Being in possession 
only of a copy, which I c.j liiot swear to, and having no 
imm“diate recollection of the contents of it, 1 cannot pre¬ 
tend to say, what the contents of it were.—Lieutonait. 
Colonel Davis having perused the paper, desired Liente. 
«ant.Coloiiel Munro, to inform LieutenanUCoIonei Bell, 
.'iiid th<> other ineutbers of the committee, that he could 
not make any compromise of his authority, and desired 
him to gi't a, direct answer to his desire, to be permitted to 
lea»H (he Colt. About 5 o’clock, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Munro re!limed and said, he was desired by Lieutenant. 
Coloae* Bell, to tell Lientenatit.Caloncl JJavis, that he 
might save himself the trouble of leaving the house, or of 
getting into liL paLintpieen, (I .am not sure which,) as he 
Mould not be jH i iuittedto pass the gates; at the same time, 
iiieiitf'ti.mt-Colonel Munro expressed his rcjtret, at being 
the b<*ar«‘r of so unple.asant a message.—About sun-set 
Major MacDowal) and Captain Do llavilland waited 
upon LiMiti'iiant.Colonel Davis, and told him, that it was 
eniircly a mistake, his being detained, as it was not the 
inientiou of tiui Oflicers of the Garrison, or of the com*, 
mittee, (I am not sure which,) to place any restraint upon 
upon his peison, or on the persons of his stafi'. They again 
urged, how much it was the wish of the Garrison that he 
should remain, and how necessary his presence was, to the 
tranquillit' of the Garrison, and to relieve the minds of the 
Oiiicers. Licutenant.Coloiiel Davis told them, that his 
state of health was such, as rendered it necessary he should 
proceed immediately to Mysore ; and, about half past 
six or seven o'clock, LieutenauUColonel Davis left the 
Garrison. ' 

The Court adjourns till 10 o’clock to*morrow morou 
ing. 



fRTDAY, THE lofk »\r of NOVEMBER, 

The Court met^ pursuant to adjournments 

Members all present as yestf^nlay. 

Captain fVehster called into Couri^ and examined on 
his former oath, 

Judve Adoocaie. Did yow Tf“po«rt to Lieutenant*Colo- 
ilel Davis, that Lieutenant-Colonel Bell was not coming 
tbhis quarters, along with the Otficcrs of the Garrison ? 
' Auszeer, I did. 

J udge Advocate, Did the Ofiicers of both the Batta¬ 
lions of Native infantry wait upon Lieutenant.Colonel 
Davis ? 

Anszstr. As well as I could observe the Officers that 
were there, tiiere were none of the 2d Battalion 19th 
Regiment. 

Judge Advocate, Can you state, from your own know¬ 
ledge, whether the 2d Battalion 19th Regiment, or any 
part of it, got under arms, during the time Lieutenant- 
Colonel Davis was expecting the Officers ? 

Anszoer. No, I cannot. 

Judge Advjocate, Had yon been in the Fort of Sering- 
Apatam, for some time previous to the 29th of July ? 

Answer. Certainly ; within four days. 

Judge Advocate. Did you observe any difference in 
the state of the Garrison on the 30th, from that which 
you had been in the habit of seeing ioroK rly ? 

Answer. I had not an opportunity, not having left the 
house the greater part of that day, except on occasions of 
messages froiq Lieu'enant-AJolonel Davis to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Bell, as stated in evidence. 

Judge Advocate, Did you return to Mysore, on tho 
•ventng of the 30th ? 

Answer. I did, 

Jud^e Advocate, Did you observe any guns, near to the 
gate thro’ which you passed ? 

Answer, It was dark when I passed through and my me¬ 
mory does not serve me, whether 1 saw any guns or not. 

Question from the Court, Was it so dark that if giiog 
had been there, you might have passed without seeing 
iiiem ? 

Answers The night was very dark* 



Qurstton fram fkc Pmonur, Was not some ogitatleMi 
’jiisjuic in ihe min'.i<i of tha OllRcers in the Garrisoti<of 
lifjritijijapitam. on ;«rd previous to theSQih of July ? 

Ansxrr. Oti Iht* 29th, there appeared to bo ; .1 did not 
deserve it befoH, 

Qiiesfion, You may probably be amare, that, in such 
times, a Commaiulm? (Ifflcer, who waiT anxious to pre¬ 
serve pf-ace and discipline, must have had difficulties of no 
common nature imposed on him ? 

Ansun'r. There can be no doabt of it, I think. 

Q'icstion, Were you sufTiciently in the confidence of. 
Lieutenant.''olone! Davis, to swear, that the assembling 
of the Onicers, on the occasion you mention, was not for . 
the purpose of sei'iiug them ? 

Jnsiacr. I tinnk, 1 was. 

Question. At least, was not sutih a suspicion almost 
universal through the Garrison? 

Answer. 1 cannot ans'\er, whj^t the opinions of the Of* 
firtTs Wire j but, that there was no room for such a suspi* 
i ion, 1 am certain. Many Officers did express their suspi. 
cion ; and I assured them, there was no ground for it. 

Question. Did I not sign the test of obedience to th« 
GoverniTKiUt, some days alter Colonel Davis’s re(|[uisitiuti 
for ihfi assembling of the Officers? 

Answer, 1 do not know. 

Question. Do you not know, that the Garrison was at 
that time und^r the influence of sentiments, which reader*^ 
ed my aulimrity. ineffec-liye. 

Answer. No ; 1 do not» , 

Question. Did l^ever refuse to contour with Li^utenapt. 
Colonel Davis, inany measiir^he might deem expedient, for 
the restoration of (pilel and subordination ? 

Answer. 1 h ive already stated, that Lieutenant.Colonel 
Bell declined waiting upon Lieiitenant-Colopel Davis, 
when I told liim, Lieutenant.Colonel Davis Expected he 
should accompany the Officers; and in returning a public 
letter, sent to him by Lieutenant.Colonel Davis,on the 3 ls| 
of July. 

Question. Did I not, by every means in my power, at*, 
tempt to repress and prevent the meetings of Officers av. 
Kfjngst themselves ? 

Amver. I cannot say* 




Question, Do you not know, that orders were giten^ 
resolutions entered into, and every di gree of anthority ex, 
ercised by the persons whom you sryled iho committee ? 

Answer. JVo; I have no k^^ovvkdge of thatcircum. 
stance. 


Question, Was I a member of that, or any other com¬ 
mittee ? 

Answer, I do not knon any further, than that, in the 
conversation between Li«uteu'uit.Colonel Duvb> and Lieu- 
tenanUColonel Munro, it bdl from J.ieiitenant.Coloiul 
IVlunro, that X^eutenaut-Colonei Sell was a member of the 
committee. 

Question from the Court. Wjis there any obstacle to 
yonr leaving the house you were in, on the 3Uth of July, 
often and when yon pleased? 

Answer, Not until about 3 o’clock, wlien the Town 
Major communicated to me, what 1 have already mcutioiu 
ed. 


Question. Under whose authority did the Town Major 
deliver that order ? 

Answer, I have already stated, that it was delivered as 
a message from LicMitenani.tJolond Beil. 

Question from the Court, After the oommunication of 
this order, were there any additional sentries posted over 
the house. 

Answer. I am not certain, whether it was after (he 
comiunnicaiion of that order ; but, certainly either after or 
five minutj^s before, there were. 


The f Fitness retires. 

Lieutenant Beaumont^ Assistant Quarter Master" Gene., 
Steral to the troops in Mt/sore^ a Witness in support of 
the Prosecution^ du/j/ sworn. 

The charge is read. 


Judge Advocate, You are, I believe, Assistant Quar^ 
ter Master General of the troops in Mysore ? 

Answer, { am. 

Judge. Advocate, Did you accompany Lieutenant.Co¬ 
lonel Davis, the OfTicer CoDimaiuling in Mysore, to Seringa* 
patam, on the 2dth of hftt July ? 

Ansicer, f did. 



21 

Jud^^r. Advocate. Did you remain in the Garrison, dur* 
juj; iisiV of following (Hy ? 

'/uii^xer. Till ub.)ut half pubt seven in the evening of 
the :^'ah. ; 

^ii.!"e Atb'oco/c, Will you state to Court, what¬ 
ever oecuri't-d within your knowledge on that d.ty, 
y» ).ich has leterenre to the elnrge^ 

Aiixisf‘{\ 'I'he first thing \ leco'lect, that happened in 
ihe 11101 niu'f, Wii-> lji<*ut»'na!ii.Colonel Davis d';sired (. aptain 
\Vi fi tter to write to Liov.teunnt.Colonel Bill, lo lequest a 
nieeiing of tlic CoinpHuy’i Qllicers at his house.—I liiinh at 
JO o'clocl:. They did not aiiive at thuthoiir, nor for iowg 
aftei wards. LieiiO uant-t'olonel DaCis desired Captain 
Webster to go to Lieiiteivaii^-Colonel Bell, and say, tint, as 
^erc appeared to be a great deal of agitation lo the J'ort, 
))i> would dispenst'with (heir attendance. Wti'-.n he cann* 
b.ifk, he .‘‘jid, llie OHifers would be at t-o!onel Davis’s 
hoii'-i' imuH'iUrttely. Abtnit 12 o'^dook, he desired Capti'.oi 
WMihter to go, and say, he would dis^pense with their a!- 
Ic'Udance altogeliser. Captain Webster retorsicd, aud sa.d, 
tile OtTu'ei'fi would be at Col. Davis’s house iniiiu;dl.itely. 
AVr) soon after tiiat, the OHicers of (lie Artillery and ol Uuj 
2tl Battalion Sfilli liegimetit, and some other Ollicers in 
Garrison, arrived at Li'Ut. Col, Davis’s house, ili^y 
were shewn into I/ieiil. Col. Davis’s roo m. I vlid .i it go 
in wkh them. After they left l!w.* room, Coiouel Divi*’ sent 
to I (‘quest they would come hark again, wh(‘n I Jivent into 
the loom with tliein. Captain Webster wus desiied to 
read an extract of a letter from Cloverum y.C aod*the pledge, 
which he did.—-Ideutcnant^^ oionei Davis told t!i<;oi, he 
would allow them till tomonow to think o^ it, or words to 
that cflbct. And Limiteiiant-Coloiul Munro rerpusslcd 
leave to lake away the papers, which was granted. 
After that, the OlRcefs went away, and a few of them re¬ 
turned, to thank Colonel Davis for the hatuls.nhe man¬ 
ner in which he had delivered them the paper. 1 think, 
before Dieutenant-Colonel Munro left the house, Lieute¬ 
nant.Colonel Davis asked him, whether he would cow? 
buck, and let him know if he had [lermission to quit tlie 
jb'ort Lleutenant.Colonel Munro said, he would. No an¬ 
swer having arrived, between two and three o’clock, Lietu 
(x'jjianI-Colonel Davis desired Captain Webiter to w/ite io 



Uwtenant.Colonel Bell, to know, if he had permission,to, 
leave the Fort, aahe wished to go to Mysore at 5 o’clock, 
«r some weirds to that efioct; to which no answer was re¬ 
turned. Shortly after. Captain Cadell, the Town Major, 
canae to the house and said, an answer wai preparing; and- 
reqnested, neither Lieutenant-Colonel Davis nor his stall, 
would leave the compound of the house they wore then in. 
This was reported to Lieutenant-Oolonel Davis and my¬ 
self, by Captain Webster. A little after three o’clock, 
Lieuleiiaut-Colouel Davis sent for Lieutenant-Colonel 
Muiwo, and req ;ested to si^jak with him. Ho came 
soon afterwards; anti Lioutcnant-Colonel Davis asked him, 
whether it was decided, if he was to be permitted to go 
to Mysore that evening or not. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Munro replied, that Lieulenaut-Colonel Bell and the 
committee of Otllcers had not determined on it v et. but he 
■would know very soon. Lieutenant-Colonel Davi' re¬ 
quested Lieutenaut.Colonel Munro, io go to Lieulcnant. 
Colonel Beil, and tell him, that, if he lie;'rd nothing to the 
contrary, he would set off at d o’clock for Pilysore. A- 
bjut 4 o’clock, Lieutenant-Colonel Munro returned and 
said, he was desired by Lieutenant.Colonel Bell, to f<‘ll 
Colonel Davis, that, if he attempted to quit the Gamson, 
he would be stopt; or words to that effect.—Lieuieinnt- 
Colone) Davis said) ho was a Prisoner to all intents and 
purposes; and requested, if the guard was meant as a guard 
of honor, it might be taken away,—if it was meant as n guard 
•f security, theymight increase it as much as they pleased. 
But, as he Ijad been told, he would not be permitted to go 
outof the Fort, he would not attempt it; end requ«stpd’ 
the sentries might be witlidrawfl from his house, or some 
words to that effect. The guard was soon afterwards with¬ 
drawn from the house, and the sentries placed outside the 
gates of the ccMupound. Between six and seven in the 
evening, Major M’Dowall, Captains De Havilland and 
Pcarse. and Mr. Casainajor, came to the house ; and the 
two former asked for Colonel Davis. Captain 1> llavil. 
land came up to me, and asked, if the Colonel dined in 
the Fort or at Mysore that evening. I told him, 1 be, 
lieved, we were pretty snug where we were. Shortly after, 
those two Oilicers saw Lieutenant-Colonel Davis. And, in 
If slxort time, Ltcutcuant-Colonel Davis told Captain M’eb, 



and myself, ha had. permission to go to Mysore; and 
uva went out that evening after 7 o’clock. 

Judge Advocate, Did you, in the course bf the day 
of the 30th, leave the house in which you were residing? 

Jnszeer, I did not go out of the compoand. 

Jvdge Advocate, Ilad you been in the Fort of Seringa* 
patam, lor some time previous to the 29th of July ? 

Answer. I was in it on the 10th of July. 

Jndg'^ Advocate, Did you observe any difference in the 
state of the Garrison on the 30th of July, to that it was in 
on the 10'h of July ? • 

Anszeer, 1 observed a great differedee in that part of 
the Garrison, which I saw. There were guns mounted on 
the works, and a number of guns placed near the Mysore 
gate, in diRVrent directions. 

Judge Advocate, Was any report made to you, for the 
information of Lieutenant.Colonel Davis, by Ijieutenant* 
Gelonel Bell, of the changes which had taken place ? 

Answer, None, 

Judge Advocate. Were the troop«, which composed the 
Crtirrison, hutted in the Fort or outside f 

Answer. The Native troops wEre always huttedj out** 
side. ■* 

Judge Advocate. Agreable to orde^rs? 

Answer, I fancy, it was agreable to orders I am not 
certain. 

Questiozifrom the Court, By what person, was the let¬ 
ter written J)y order of Lieutenant-Colonel Davis to 
Jiieutonaut.Colonel Bell, requiring his permission to quit 
the Fort, sent ? 

Anmer, 1 do not know. 

Question, Was it customary for reports of any chango 
in the Garrison to be made through you to Lieutenaut* 
Colonel Davis ? 

Anszeer, Only with regard to the march or arrival of 
troops to and from the Garrison. 

Question. Might not the alterations you mention wlA 
regard to the guns, have been merely accidental ? 

Answer, I think not. 

Question, You have mentipned an appearance of agita¬ 
tion amon 2 ; the Officers, which induced Colonel Davis, to 
wish to dispense with seeing tbeai on the mornifl]| 

/ 



of (hp 3v1rti nf July. In what manaer diJ flhi a:;It.*(jo« 
discavcr itself? 

AniiZ3((r, The Officers were a long time in anivini; at 
Colonel Davis’s hou'ie, and we saw a number of Officei’* 
gai’upiiig past the houses 

The Wiimn reiirei'. 

Ahxundsr Jloisssr.U^ Esq. Super tv tending, Sitr^eony 
0i IViiJicss in iuppori of ihe Prosetiiliuji^ dulif Ad'oj n, 

Thu charge is read. 

.Jud^c Aihwcnir. V/er( you present in the Fort of Jse. 
rin^fap-ifam, on the 30 h of July last ? 

Jus ,vr. Ye% i was. 

Jitdtre. Advocaff. yon atl'^iiil at Lieutenant-Colonel 
Davis's house, on that day ; and, if .so, lor whai pmpos* 
and at whose request ? 

Jiiszser, 1 paid a profe eior.al to Lieutenanl-Co- 
lonel Davi.'i in the morning ; In- told me, there was to be a 
meeting of the Ofucers, anii ished i would attend. 

Judge Advacafr. Did )ou ali< nd, when a meeting of the 
OiTu'ers took piaci- ; and, if so, state what oceurroii ? 

Jn'i'.scr. 1 attended with th" Olfteers of the fjtirii-'on, 
between 11 and l^o’rlo k. When the Oek'Ci’S enlerecl 
Iiieutenanl-Coioneh I)avi.-'’s room, he told thfin, he had 
sent for them, to remind them of their allegian.'e to their 
Kin-;, to tile ( ompany, and to tie; Madras (iovernriUiit.— 
lie was asked by some of the (UVicers, whetlier he hud not 
in^r^uc(ions to seize their persons, .md if troops not 
marching bj his orders in all directions towanls Sminga- 
patam. JJe replied, he did not think it necessary or him¬ 
self at liberty to disclose, wJ»t ord<‘fa or instructions he 
had -received. The 80th llcgiment was particularized, as 
Oiio ,of t!»e corps, that had received orders from him to 
march, ife said, he would set their minds at ease, upon 
that point; as ttie 80tii Regiment had receivi d no orders 
fiom him to that efiect. Lieutenant-Colonel Davis was re¬ 
quested by the Ollicer?, to remain among them, and not 
imsaediatfciy to leave Siiringapatam. lie said, hU healtli 
was very bad, hut, if C or 7 days were sutfieient, he had 
BO objection. I then left the room. The Oiiicers came 
out sliortiy 4ficrward;?, and wore called back again, when 
Lleuteii^ni-Culoaf 1 Davis said, h« would sel their minds at 



and read the last bstnictions he. had recetted fisoaa 
(frov^rniiient. The pledge and a letter that accompanied 
it, wer« then read by Captain Webster* The Officers re.^ 
^fl^ehied a copy of it, tha»k.ed him, and retired. 

Jud^e Advocate. Did you remain in the Fort, daring 
the greater or any part of the time stated in. the charge 

Answer. 1 remained, in the Fort, from the 31st July^ 

JdUge Advocate . Do you know, whether there were 
any guns drawn up, near any of the eate.ways o( th^ 
Fort, on ihe 30lh July ? 

Answer. 1 did not remark any. 

Judge Advocate. Hare ^ou, previous to the SGthof 
July, passed thro* the Mysore gale ? 

Answer, Yes; I haVe, 

Judge Advocate, Did you, either on the 30th of July 
tk' any day hubs^quml to U, observe any guns planted near, 
that gate I 

Answer. Yes; I saw two guns stationed on the side of 
the road, going to that gate, . itliiii the ioucr gate, and ii^ 
the body of the Fort. 

hidge Advocate. Were those guns there previous to, 
the 30 1 h ? 

Jnsicer. 1 did not remark them, previous to the 30th. 

Question from the Court, Did you see any gim^ mora 
than or(lii«aiy, stationed inside or outside of the Ivort ? 

Answer. In front pf the Arsenal, one day, 1 saw an, 
unusual number of guns. 

Question. Did ii strike you, as any way rei^arkable, 
^ose gan.H being planted neiir the gate t ' 

Answer. i\\), it did nut., ^ 

Question, When the Officers who waited on Colonel 
Davis requested him to remain among them, was the re¬ 
quest conveyed in a respectful way, such as should be made 
to a CoanuaTuliiig Officur, or in terms that induced you ta 
believe, it was imposing a restraint on him ? 

Answer. Perfectly respectful, as far as I can judges 
in term.-; of friendship and eutreaty% 

Questun. When in the hall of Colonel Davis’s quart- 
6TS or at any other time, did any one mention to you, that 
Colonel Davis would uotbc sufferod to leave Seringapatami 
‘ Mswer,' 



' Do fovk know, who tssofd the ordevi ln,th» 

Garrison of Seringapatam, between the 30th of July and 
SSd of A ugust ? 

jnswer, I did not see an order, all the time 1 waa ia. 
file Fort. 

Question. Were you on duty in the Fort ? 

Answer^ Yes. 

' Question, Wha commanded in the Garrison of 
]^Iogapatam, during the period stated in the charge ? 

Answer, I considered Lieuteoaiit.Colonel iilell, as the 
s;>stenslble Commanding Othcer. 1 rocollect Lieutenant. 
Colonel Bell said to me, he was not Commanding Officer. 

Question, Did you ever hear of a committee of Officers, 
exercising functions of authority there, during that period ? 

Answer. I heard of a.comniiitoe of Officers; but I did 
not know what functions they aacrciscd, nor who they 
were. 

Question, Was the Commandant of the Garrison aca 
quainted with the existence o/ that Committee ? 

Answer. I do not know. 

Question, Under whose anUiority did you act in s 
milita^'y capacity t 

Answer, Under the orders of Lieutenant.Colonel 
Davis, commanding the division. 

Question, After the conversation took place, in whicit 
Lioutenant.Coloiiel Beil said he was not Commanding Offi. 
cer, do you know, whether he exercised any commamt 
within the Fort of Seringapatam ? 

Answer, 1 considered Ct^uteumit-Colonel Bell ^ 
Commanding Officer. 

, The Witness retires. 

Captain Webster is a^ain coiled into court. 

Question from the Court, Was the letter you WTot% 
qn the 30th to Cioutenant.Colonel Belt by order of fLieu«^ 
tenant.Coloiiel Davis, addressed to Lieutenant.Colonel 
Deli, or to the Odicer Commanding the Garrison ? 

Answer. I think, to I/ieutenant..Co1onel Bell. 

Quei^t'on. Who was the bearer of that letter, and did 
the bearer report, on his return, tlie delivery of it to Lieu* 
henant.Colonei Bell ? 

Answer. I cannot say, who the bearer of it was j lK|!fc 
he ceituiniy iq^orted th^ ddiiery of (he letter. 



. ^udge Advocate* Did fou, on th^'Slst of Ji^y, tee ^ 
)ett$r wiiUea by order of Li«iitohaiit«P^loiiel Davia t& 
lleuteuaQt.Cofbiief Beli^ forwarding thd foir dka signa* 
ture of the Officers of the Garrison I 

Answer, I wrote the letter myself. 

Question, Was the receipt of that letter aelendwtedged ^ 

, Answer, It was returned, with a private dote froeia 
Liettteiiant.Colonel Bell to Lieuteiiant-Ouloiiel Davis. 

Judge Advocate, Where is the original of that note F 

Answer, It was forwarded tb Government. 

Judge Advocate* Was the letter yOu wrote By order of* 
T4ieutetian(.iCoIonei Davis, returned in the same state ai 
tvhen you despatched it ? ' . . 

, Answer, The letter was id the same state i but two en4 
tjohures, Which accompanied it, were not returned.--^Thb 
heal of the envelope was not broke ; btit the cover Was torn;^ 
^The whole was under an envelope. 

The Witness retires ; and, it beiiig near 9 o’clock, the 
Court adjourns till 10 o’clock tomorrow morning. 

SATURDAY, the IIth dAt of N0YEMB£R| 1809.’ 

The Court met pursuant to a^oMment, 

Members all presentj as before* 

Lieutenant Cddenskie of M, M, 9^th Regiment^ It 
Witneii in support of the Prosecution, dul^ Sworn, 

The chai'ge is read. 

Judge Advocate. State what you know relative to thi 
charge, which you have heard read f • 

Answer, On the morniug of the 30th July, I reported 
to Lieutenant Adamson, wh^commanded a detachment o( 
the 80th Regiment, that Lieutenant.Culonel Bell had giv» 
bn me orders the evening before, 1 being on guard, to firo 
Upon any armed bddy of men that might cross the bridge^ 
or come the Bangalore road. He told me likewise, that 
1 was to do the same, if there were any armed men coming 
the Mysore road. In consequence of my report to LieutO.- 
naitt Adamson, we discontinued goi f l.mounting. Abqnt 
io or II o’clock of the same day, the SOtli, Lieutenant 
Adamson told us, the Officers of the 80tb, that Lieutenant* 
Coioael Bell required oar attendance at Identenaut^Cbio* 



ijrtl itflvo was tli^n in the Fort.—Wc accovdingty 

went; when Lieutenant Colonet Davis tpld us, that our 
attendauce was not necessary, as he required only the 
Company’s Officers, or words to that etrect. Shortly after, 
a great number of Offict-rs came into the room ; when 
Ijieutenant-ColoTiel Davis asked Captain Webster, where 
Lieutenant.Coionel Bell was. He answered, that Lieute¬ 
nant.Colonel Bell had declined coming, 

J}idge Advocate. Did you observe, either on the 39th of 
July, or any siibvsequeut day, an unusual movement of guns 
fltom the arsenal ? 

Am^spr, I saw guns moving about, subsequent to tbji 
SOth July. 

Judge Advocate. During the period you remained in 
the Fort, subsequent to (lie SOth, did you see more guns 
irbunlfd on the works, than had been previous to that 
day ? 

A?isker. Ifes; there were more guns, than were orJl- 
narily mounted. 

Judge Advocate. Where ? 

Aksiccr. Near where the breach was made when the 
Fort was taken, as well as 1 can recolleet. 

Judge Advocate. Did you see any guns drawn out, 
within tliA Mys re gate ? 

Answer. No, 1 did hot; I never was near that part of 
the Fort; 

Question from the Court. Do yon mean to say, that 
ttp orders you received, were communicated personally by 
Lieutenan^-Colouel Bell, or through a Staff Oilicer ? 

^ Answer. I received them from Lieutenant.Colonel Bell 
lilmself, at near 6 o’clock in tfce evening. 

' Question, Did you ask any explanation of that order ; 
that is, whether you were to tire indiscriminately on ull bo¬ 
dies of armed men, or upon any particular troops ? 

Answer. I asked Lieutenant.Coionel Bell, whether he 
feared any enemy was comliii, a ainst the place. He hesita¬ 
ted a little, and said, Musorcans, rascals, or words to 
that effect. 

^Question. Was the order to fire on any armed force^ 
given by Lieutenant.Coionel Bell in the presence of satf 
oiher person ? , 

Answer, No j it was not. 



Quesfion, Was flicre any ordnr ^irnn, tltaf llic Offic^ril 
of the 80th shoiitJ discontinue guard.mountiug ; If so^ ujgi 
what day and by whom ? ‘ 

Ansxser. I do not recollect seeing any order to that 
efiect; but Lieutenant Adamson told us, we were not to 
mount guard any more. 

Anmcr. From the explanation of the order givea 
by Lifiutenant-t'o'onel Bell, did you niider&|;|ud, that you 
v.ere to fire upon Mysoreans only ? 

/inszter. As L cn(en.int.Colonel Bell’s answer *’fo ma 
was royslerioiis, 1 reported the circumstance to Lieutenant 
Adamson. 

Qi>€sf/on. Did yon conceiTP, from the answer ticute.*. 
itani-Colonel Beil made to your question, that you were 
duly to fue wpon Mysttreans ? 

Ansxcer, 1‘he way that Lieuteuant.Colonel Bell made 
i»e the answer, I did not suppose that he only luoaiit My« 
soreans. 

Question. By whom were you reiicred that morning, 
aitd what orders did you give the Olficer who relicred 
you ? 

Answer. I was relieved by Lienienant Noble of the 
I5:h Native Infantry, but did not gi'.e him any orders, 
more than the common guard report. 

Question. Where was (he guard stationed, that yo« 
coinmancled on the 30(h July? 

Answer. The Bangalore gate cuard. I was relieved 
oil the mv)rnirig of the 30lh. W 

Question, Who was in command of the Garrison of 
Seringapatam, from the 30th July to the day on ^Mch you 
left the Fort ? 

Ansxcr. 1 understood, llientenan*-Colonel Boll ; iff 
con&equon. 6 0 * which, I brought tlio guard report over tor 
him, as Cummaodiug Officer of the Garrison. 

The Witness retires, 

James Archibald Casamajor^ Ksq. a Witness in sup^ 
port of the Prosecution^ dull/ si 20 i n, 

'The charge is read. 

Judge Advocate. Did you hold any, and what sitnatioii, 
under the Government of Fort St. George, within the 
Lland or Fort of Seringapatiin ? 

Answer, 1 had the siinatiou of Acting Judge and Me« 
giitrate, 



so 

ivige Adr>oca(e. Was tliaiv under your cliar^ any dif 
tfcie public money ? = ’• . 

Aaiwer, Tlu re was. 

Jvdge Advocate., Stale to the Court, whatever you know 
relative! to tlie chargej which has been n^ad? 

Answer. On the inaiUliig of the 3Uth July about 2 
o'clock, Captain 'liirncr of the 15tb Native liifauiry went 
io the Catekwk^ with a guard, and combined his own guar^ 
with that over the Treasury. I wis summoned by my 
ptib’ic Servants, and went to Captain Turnery and asked 
him (he object he bad in View, in taking charge of tlie 
Cat 'herr'ij guard* He told me, for the purpose of securing 
flu* Public Treasury and wresting it from my charge. I 
iadu’il him, whether he acted by the ulrdcrs of LieutcuanU 
Coiond Boll. He Said, certainly, lie desired me to send 
an ay the armed J^eoiis that were attending me, for that 
his guard were loaded. I told him, the people 1 had could 
inake no opposition to him, otherv^ise he should not have 
the Treasure without resistance. 1 theit asked him fora 
rec^’ipt f >r the money he had taken, which, he said, he tvould 
give ; but, on my drawing oUt the draft of a letter to the 
Chief Secretary to Government, mentioning that the seizure 
of the 'treasure was by order of Lieu tenant* Ctionei Bell, 
Ire objected to LieutenanUColoiiel Belt's name being men. 
tioneii,—saying, that, altho’ the act was sanciiuiled by 
Lieutetiant.Colonel Bell, he had not Lieuteiiant.Coloiiei 
Bell’s permission to say 0 , — I told him, he conid not rel. 
Yoke his acknowledgment, that he acted under orders from 
Lleuhmant-Colonel Bell, and that there were Native iriti 
nesses present who understood Fhtglish, He then declined 
to give any receipt, until he* had communicated with the 
Officer Commanding the Tort. I immediately wrote a 
letter to Lieutenant-Colonel Bell, calling for a receipt, 
and remarking upon the impropriety of seizing the Txea« 

8 lie of Government from the person to whom it was eiu 
trusted. 1 went personally in the morning to LiuuieiiaitU 
Colonel D.ivis, who was in the Fort of i^eringapatam, and 
informed him of the seizure of the Public Treasury. I then 
went to Capttiin Cadell, the Town Major, to beg he would 
ask Lieutenant-Colonel Bell for an immediate reply to my 
letter. He afterwards came to me ; and said, that Lieute. 
naat. Colonel Bell had made some memorandums regarding 



ttemolWe which had bidnccd him fo the Piihlic Tireij; 
Biirp, which were to he read in loy presence and Captaia 
*J‘urner's only. I requested, that Mr, Smith, the Asswtant 
or the Jiid^e and Magisirate, might also be a party to th* 
landing of these memot^ndiini^. It was objected to by 
Captains CadeM and Turner, and dispensed with by me,—* 
The reason assigned in this menioraiitlHm ||||||kthatit had. 
come to the knowiecige of LieutenanUCo^Pl Bell, that 
Mr. Casamajor had said, tiial|,^had he the means of forcing 
the Treasure ulf the Island, he w'ould do so. I was with! 
jLieulenanLCulonel Ihivis llie greater part of tiie morning 
of the 30th; he shewed me the public despatches fiom! 
(roveroment, and told me he had requited the atreodance 
of Lieutenaiit.Colonel Bell and the Officers, forthepnr., 
pose ojF tendering the plcdge.-r-I was prcient in the rooiti^ 
si'hen the Officers waited upon Liieutenant.Colonel I).ivJs, 
and I then left the room,—After (he Officers had left Lieii- 
tenant.Colonel Paris’s, I saw him, quil he expressed his. 
regret, tliat LieuteuanUColoDgl Bell had refused to com¬ 
ply with his order for attend^g. 1 then Icftihe Fort, and 
toinrued between ^ and 4 o’clock. 1 went to Lieutenant. 
Colonel Bell’s house, to request an inte^wiew with him.—« 
sent up my name and Mr. M^niosh, Adjutant of iha 
Artillery, returned with a message from Lieutenant- 
Coioiiel Bell, that, he could not see me. —1 urged, 
t^hat it waa o( moment, my seeing Lieutcnant-Colunei 
pell, as 1 was prevented froq^ leaving the Foil, ani, as 
LieutenanuColonel Puvjs was a prisoner, I wisltcd to 
resign ail public aulboriiy on the Bland r-iVic, M’intosii 
went back to Lieiitenani-Cqjouel Bel!; and returned, wy.^ 
ing, that LicutcuauUColoncl Bell could not sec me.— 
then wrote a letter, and sent it to LitMitenant-Coloimt 
Bell by Mr. M’Intosh. 1 was then told by Mr, M’lntosh^ 
that Lieu tenant.. Colonel Bell bad resigned the command 
the Fort to a committee of Officeis, and that he wasL 
l^ot e.Tcnprivileged to receive my Liter. Mr M’lnlusli 
then wrote a Ictici;, which induced three Officers to come, 
to me, saying, it was not intended, I should be detained 
^1 the Fort, nor was it intended that LicijLtenant-Culonel 
Jpavis should be prevented from leaving the Ganisoii.—I 
^eat to Mysore, late that uiMii.ig, about 8 or 9 o*clo.(;jl|;i( 



J^idgc Advocate. Bid you usuaUy reside wlthiin ih% 
port ? 

Aiiitivcr, No. I was daily iutbe Fort, until the l$t of 
9doi August. 

JuJgc Advocate. Did you obseffc, wlielher any unu,* 
Bual uuuibcr of guns were either mounted upon the works, 
pr brought J||||iutu the stieeiit of the Fort, oit or about 
the oJtU of^fmy and the d^ys following that yoii weujt; 
into ilu* Garrison ? 

Amiver. The guns, that were generally on theesplanada 
for exercise, ^yere drawa within the wails. 

QocAiun from lUe Court Did you understand, by what 
Idr. Mclntobh said to you, that DieutenauUColonel bell 
]h<id wiilntgiy resigned the coatmaud of the Garrison, or 
that he had been cui^traiueU to relitupiisU the cuuttnuiidf 

ji/iyivcr. lie simply said to me, mat Lit’Ulciiau!-CoIo#i 
pel hell was not priMleged tp n'ceire a letter from me, 
wilhout the sauciion of a comnutlee of Ohicers, and that 
] must utidius (hem, if I titoughi it necessary to commu^ 
yikalc with the military aulhorily of the Garrison. 

Queslion, Who were the Ihr^o Olheers that waited upoq^ 
you? 

ylusiter. Captain Fearep, Captain Do Havilland, and 
J^lajor M’Dov/all. 

ilueAiun. What did they style Ihemselm ? 

Aiuv:er. Tht‘y did upt give themselves any appellation 

to 

Qaeation, Did they say, under whpsc authority they 
j^pted ? * • ' 

Amzver. "J'hey did not; f^id notask them. 

Tl^c fFitness Retires, 

John Smith, Esq. Paymaster of the troops in, Mysore^ 
piui iktrri^un Storekeeper in Seringapalum^ a, IVitnesi 
in support of the Prosecution, duly szeurn. 

The tharge is read. 

Judge Adf'ocate. Had you any, and what treasury 
piuler your tharge, on the 30ib of July last ? 

Anr.ecr, T had ; but 1 do not recollect how muph. 

Judge Adiweate. Will you slate to the Court, whethcf 
reasuie seized, and by whose authority 
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Answer, I retfeircd a letter frdm Ciiptaiit Cadell, Tewtl 
Major, daring tbe dajr of the 31st of Jaly, which 1 beg 
loare to lay before the Coart* Attd, 1 beliere ^it to be in 
his hand>writing. 

Quesiionfrom (he Court, Do you swear, that this letter 
is in the hand.Writiug of Captain Cadell ? 

jinswer. To the best of my knowledge, it is* The letter 
is ready admitted y and is as follows, 

Seriftgapaianty Slst Jul^ 1809^ 
TO THE PAtMASTER, 

Seringapatam, 

Si a, 

1 have been directed by the Senior Officer of the GarrU 
son, to inform yon, that he has deemed it advisable to or^ 
(ler the guard over your Treasury, not to allow it to be 
opened, without his (the SeUior Officer’s) positive or. 
ders.—I am directed to request, that you will, as soon as 
possible, transmit to me, for the information of the Senior 
Officer, an account of the money now in your Treasury^ 
and to~be acquainted, whether or not any part of it has 
been removed within the last few days, and to what 
place. 

(Signed; GEORGE CADELL, 

Town Major* 

Judge Adtoeaie, After the receipt of the letter you 
have laid before the Court, were you or your servants 
prevented from having access to your Treasure, as often 
as you wished ? * 

Answer, I never went to the Treasury myself, and I 
never saw my servants prevented from having access to it. 

Judge Advocate, In whose possession were the keys of 
your Treasury ? 

Answer, In the possession of tbe head<*Bervaiit and of 
the cash.keeper. 

Judge Advocate, Did yon consider, after the receipt of 
this letter, (hat you had not the same authority over your 
Treasury, as you had previous to it?^, 

Answer, Yes; that I had not* ' . 

Judge Advocate, Did you make any, and what repre. 
seotation, to the senior Officer, Lieutenant^^Colonel Bell 
in cottflcquence of that letter I 
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'Answer• I tvtote a public letter te him, e copy of 
ivhicfa I have in my public letter.book. 

Judge Advocate, Were the keys of your Treasury 
taken from the custody of your servants} without your 
•utfaority ? 

Anmer, 1 did not hear, that they were taken from the 
lervaiits. 

Judge At^cate, Did you conceitc, that you had the 
same power to open your Treasury, or to direct your 
servants to do so, after the receipt of this letter, as you 
had previously? 

Answer, I conceived, I had not the same power or imy 
power, over the contents of the Public Treasury, without 
the S4‘hior Officer’s positive orders. 

Jwdge Advocate. Was any part of the money in your 
Treasury disbursed, without your sanction and authority ? 

Answer, Not to my immediate knowledge 

J udge Advocate, wkea did you resume your autho. 

rity over the Treasury ? 

Answer. On the 23d of August. 

Judge Advocate. Did you examine thp contents of 
yoflr Treasury ? 

Answer. 1 did not. 

Judge Advocate, From the accounts of your Office, do 
you know, whether any money was disbursed from the 3lst 
July to the 23d of August, without your sanction ? 

Ansicer, A cash account was presented to me, on my 
leturn to the Fott, which containc^d disbursements durir^ 
ifty absertfe from the 3d of August to the 23d, without my 
sanction. 

the hVitness amends his answer to the question, IVken 
did you resume your authority over the Treasure? by 
stati^ig^ Some time subsequent to the 22d of August. ^ 

Judge Advocate. When did you ascertain, what the 
contents of your Treasury were ? 

Answer. Some time subsequent to the 22d. 

Question from ike Court, What occasioned your re* 
linquishing yoar duty of Paymaster to the troops in the 
Fort ? 

Answer. In consequence of being prevented from car¬ 
rying on my public duty, as I had been accustomed to do. 
The Court adjourns till Monday morning, at 10 o’clock. 



MQNpAY THE 13th DAY OF.NOVEMBER, 1809. 

The Court met^ pursuant to adjournmpnt. 

Members all present. 

Mr, Smithy Paymaster, called in^ and examined on hit 
former oath. 

Judge Advocate, Wiefe uif ^of.the serTants of your 
Office placed under restraint, and, if so, by whose autho. 

rity? 

Answer, My bead<.servant, Rangapah^ was not allow¬ 
ed to leave the Office, from the evening of the 31st July 
until some time during the day of the 1st of August, and by 
Captain Cadell’s authority, as 1 think,—-1 am not certain. 

Judge Advocate, Were any public buildings, under 
your charge, as Garrison Store.keeper, taken possession 
of, or bpened, without your sauction t 

Answer. I understood, that the public granaries wera. 
t^ken possession of, without my sanction« 

Judge Advocate. Did you, as Paymaster, know, that 
I^rge sum of money was comilig from the Ceded Provinces^ 
for the use of your offi.ee ? 

Answer. I*did. 

Judge Advocate, Was that money brought into the 
Fort, and committed to your charge 

Answer, It was not. 

Judge Advocate. Was any, and what report made to. 
yon, respecting that money, and by whom ? 

Answer, My servant, Rongflpah, informed*me, that 
fhe treiisure had been broughj^ to the Pay Office, and lodg. 
cd there. 

Judge Advocate, Is it not usual, that the arrival of 
Treasure for the use of the Office, should be reported to 
I guard, under whose charge it may have been, 

. It is. 

Judge Advocate. Was thil done ? 

Answer. It was not. 

Judge Advocate, Can you assign tny reason, wh^ U 
wu not reported to you f 

jfnsmer, | cannot speak poiitUely. 


you by the 
placed ? 
Answer 



}F/f,nefs retir^L 

Mangaptth Nakk^ head mann^eir of the Pay Office i» 
Beringupataniy a IVitness in support of the Prosecu.^ 
tionp duty sworitp agreahle to the rites of his religion 

The charge is read. 

Judge Advomie. State to the Court, what you know, 
reiipecthig the charge which you have heard read! 

Answer, On the SOtli July, j( went to^ the Odice, at the 
usual hour of 11 o’clock; when I find Ensign Maloney, of 
If, M. 80th {Regiment, waiting there foy SOO Pagodas,^ 
%Hth a receipt, on account of the datachment of the 80th. 

1 imlhediately went tq the ca^h.cheiit, in order to make, 
the payment. I gave the Hey of the cajsh-ehe^t, I had 
In possessions^ to the Cashier, and desired him to open the 
chest.—began to break the seal, usually put upon the 
locks on the closing of the payments of each da^, The 
dUvildar of the guard immediately put a stop to his open* 
ing it.—>1 asked the reason, fie said, tlmt I am not at li. 
berty to open, nor Mr. Smith Paymaster neither; but the 
cashkchest' could only open, pa the personal attendance of 
Lientenani.CpIoiiel Bell, the Ofiicer Commanding the 
Garrison.—Knsign Maloney stood all the time this con. 
Tcrsation took place, and immediately went to CapLain 
Cadell, the Town Major, to report the same. I waited 
upon Captain Cadell, at the same time, and reported the 
message given me by the iHaviUlar, of the guaid.-rln re¬ 
ply, Captain Cadell said to me, Yes, Ruttgapah, 1 wro^ 
a letter to your master to that effect;—go you and wait at 
the Office*. A little after, Captain Cadell, in company 
with Ensign Maloney, came to tJm oiKce, and desired me to 
open the chest, and make (hb advance of 800 Pagodas.— 
The Havildar of the Guard made some objections to Cap. 
tainlpadell opening tlie chest; but Captain Cadell satis- 
jhed him, and stopd tlU the receipt was put into the cash- 
chest, locked it and went away. From that period till the 
morning of the 23<1 August, whenever there was occasion to 
open the casb.chest, the Uarildar of the gna.rd, or some of 
the writers and people about the office, used to go to Lieu. 
f0nant.Colon4 Bell, or Capf. Cadell, and bring Uiei.r Or. 
derly Serjeant or Ilavildar, with permission to the Ilayil.- 
dar of the gnard, to open the''caah.chest; and no bill or ab. 
ftract was ever discharged without the signature of Licute<i 



»wt,Coboel Bell, senior Officer, or of Ctpiain CadelT^' 
hif Bfder Toten ilfff^ry^ometiines only Captain Cadejl. 
And UeutenantXolonel Bell, always put at the foot of the 
Bill, /. U» llpon such, documeots, all Payments were 
made. 

Jlidge JisoctUe, Did Lieutenant-Colonel Bell, at any 
Bme durinK the period stated in the charge, ever come to the 
Pay Office f 

Answer. Once I saw him, and said tome, Yon head, 
man of the office ?*’ 1 said, Yes. Ife then said, 1 can get 
nobody to accept of the situation of Paymaster, and I shall 
be Paymaster myself ; in consequence of your master 
liaring gone away, all this confusion and trouble happened; 
—he had better stay. 

J udge Advocate, Did you report any of the ahore cir.» 
cumstances to Mr. Smith? 

AMTser, By three or four notes sent by iqo to jifysore, 
with the greatest difficulty. 

Judge Advocate, Do you remember, on what day 
Dieutenant-Colonel Bell had the above conversaiton with 
yon ? 

Amrser, Between the 3d and 71h of August. 

Judge Advocate. Were you placed under any restraint, 
and, if so, by whose authority ? 

Ansroer. On the 31st of July, about 13 o’clock in the 
forenoon, a Nr-ig and 3 Sepo)S were brought by Cap. 
llain Turner and placed over me; and Captain Turner said, 
^iingapali, you must consider yourself under charge of this 
Naigup, must not go out without a Sepoy on any occasion^ 
.^1 asked him, on what account I was placed under« 
guard. He said. For disobedience to the orders of the 
Officer Commanding the Garrison.—I asked, in what res. 
pect; te said, For not complying with the order for ^oney 
to Ensign Maloney.—I then told him, On the contrary, 
1 was most ready to wait on the cash-chest, but was stopped 
by the guard over it;—and 1 referred him to Ensign Mato, 
ney and Captain Cadell. He asked me, if 1 was 
sure, there was nothing else. 1 said, NoUiing I 
know of. I He told me, he would speak to Lieutenant. 
Colonel Bell and went away. A little before this happened, 
Captain. Cadell came to me, and said, I have the Com. 
psiuidiiig Officer’s orders, to call upon you, as head-servaql; 



of the Office, for. the keys of the granary. To whtc^ 
I replied, I must beg leave to refer you to my master ; 
virithout his orders, 1 api not at liberty to. deliver the key* 
you require. He then said, Your master is oot in the 
Office, and the military < rders must be carried into execo- 
tipn;«-dont give me the. trouble; better deliver me the. 
keys, or some words to that effect;—If you (loot do it, I 
shall be obliged to break open, the place, where the keys 
are.~-I then told him, If that is the case, I will shew you 
where the keys are, you. had better fake them yourself.— 
1 opened the drawer in which the keys were, and he 
ordered the HavUdar to take them out.—I asked him to. 
write one letter to my master, saying, he had taken the 
keys. He did so, and this letter is now in my master’s 
liaods. About 5 o’clock that evening, Captains De Havil. 
land and Cadell came to my master, and after, some con versa, 
tfon they had with him, they came (o me and said, that I 
might go and take my dinner, by taking a Sepoy with me 
tq my house, provided 1 can’t send for my rice and eat 
at the Fort. 

Judge AfhoctttB. Had you any conversation witla 
IiU'ptenant.CoiQnel Bell on ibis day ? 

Anstcer. No. 

Judge Advociiit, Were the granaries taken possession 
of, and filled with Sepoys ? 

Ansmr. They were taken possession of; 1 doni know 
what they did with them. 

Judge Ajflvocaie. Can you state any thing respecting, 
a sum of 30,000 Pagodas, which was brought into the 
Fort ? ^ 

Ansii>cr. That sum was l)roaght to the Pay Office, 
about the fid, 3d or 4tb of At?gust. 

Question from the Court. Previous to the 30tli July, 
WTB it usual for you to receive abstracts, signed bj 
X^ieutenant.Coloncl Bell and Captain Cadell, to sanction 
the payment of their amount ? 

Ansuer. All abstracts were countersigned by the Offi- 
rer Commanding the Garrison, and then signed by Mr. 
Smith, to pay tlie amount from the cash-chest. 

Question, Trevious to the 30th July, did you ever pay 
orders on Ihei' cash-chesl, .*<igned by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bell alone? ’ ' ■ - ' ■ 



aa. 

'jA»w6r. Never, tp the best of my recollection^ 

Question. Where did your master reside, whewLleutelJ 
nant.Colonel Bell gave those orders on. tlie cash.chest ? 

Jnswer. The greater part of the time, at Mysore. 

Question. How often ^?as Mr. Smith at the Pay 
Oiiice, between the 3Qth of July and the 23d of August ? 

Answer. He came niorp than once^ and always wrott 
a tetter to LieutenanUColooei Beil. 

Judge Advocate. Did you see Mr. Smith in tha.Forty 
any day between the 6th and 23d of August f 

Answer. 1 don’t recollect. 

Question. Was there any one present, when Liente* 
nant-Colonel Bell told you, he would be Paymaster lilm<* 
self ? 

Answer. Two or three Writers in the Office; bat I did 
not call them to witness. 

Question. Were they near enough to hear it, and do 
any of them undersiand English ? 

Answer. Every one of them understand English, and 
were within 3 or 4 yards. 

Question. If there were only the letters /. B. pat to 
orders for the advance or payment of money, why did 
you consider them, as coming from Licutcnant-Colouci 
Bell ? 

Answer. As he (old me himself, that he would put, 
ptfuL B. upon which 1 was to pay money. 

Question, Was there any person present, when he said 
this t 

Answer. I dent recollect.—Whenevet abstracts cara« 
to the Office, countersigned by Licutenaot.ColonoI Belf, 
the Examiner and the Cashier returned them for want otf 
his initials; and which, when put to the paper, aud brought 
back to the Office, were paid. 

Several bills and abstracts are given in f/y the evu 
dence^ to which the sigaaturcy as above detailed.^ is affix* 
ed; and the Prisoner admits the^ are oj' his hand^wriU 

ing. 

The Witness retires ; and Mr. Smithy Paymaster^ it 
again called into Court. 

Question from the Court. You have stated, that you 
never went to the Treasury ; do you mean by that to say, 
that you never went to your Office or transacted any basir 
^cs3j betweea the 31st July aud 23d August? 
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Jttswefi I that I fierdr went to the cJtshwChcit, 

1 attended at the 0£ee, oa the 30th and Slst July, 1st 
and of Angnst* 

Questidm Did write letters on public busi* 
ness,and to whom) on those days? 

Answer* It appears by the Public Letter.Books, that 
1 did. One is dated 30th July, to Lieutcnaut.Colouel 
Bell, Commanding Seriugapatam ; and one to the Aliiitary 
Paymaster General. On tiie same day, and each of the 
following days, 1 addressed a letter to LieuteuabUCoioDel 
Bell. 

Question, Did you rcccire answers to your letters to 
Lieutenant.Colonel Bell ? 

Answer. 1 did not receWe any written answer. A yer^ 
hal message was, to the best of my recollection, brought 
by Captains De IlaTiiland and Cadell, in reply to my 
second letter dated 31st July, stating, that my letter of 
the SOtli to Lieutenant-Colonel Bell would be taken into 
consideration. 

Judge Advocate, Were those letters you addressed to 
LictttenanUColonel Bell, dcitrered to him ? 

Answer, 1 should imagine, they were ; 1 cannot recoL 
lect, by whom 1 sent them. 

Witness retires* 

Shaik Emmny Ilavildar in the 2d Battalion—Company 
Isi Uattaliuu Qtk llegiment N, /.« a Witness in support 
of the Broseoution^ duty swontf agreahle to the rites of 
his religion, 

Choka Lingum, sworn to interpret agreahle to the 
rites of his retigion. 

The charge is interpreted. 

Judge Advocate, Did you command a guard in the 
month of July iatt, which escorted Treasure from the 
Ceded Districti to Sejiogapatam ? 

Answer, Yes, 1 did. 

Judge Advocate, To whom were you ordered to deli. 
ret that Treasure i 

A’Aswer. I was ordered to escort it to Seringapalam. 
Up name was tnentioned. I was not directed to gife it to 
particular' person* 



Jdvoeate. IMd on yonr approach (o Soria, 
ga’patam, recehc any or‘deTs rcspecting.flilt YreasijrOi? 

Jnsrcer. About 4 o’clock in the afternoon, two J|ir* 
carrah^ came and trticl me,it Was the General’s otder, that 
1 should take the Treasure back. 

Judge Advocate, Whht did yon do, OHi recdiring this 
order? ® 

Jmteer. t asked the Peons, if they had any ch»V from 
the General; and, as they had not, I snspe6ted them j and> 
as the bountry was at peace, I ordered a Naig and i 
Sepoy, to go on to the Port, and to ask for orders from 
the Commanding Officer, the Fort Adjutant or the Pay¬ 
master. '' 

Judge Advocate, What orders did you receive from tho 
Fort? 

Jnszter, In the night, between 12 and 2 o’clock iwo 
companies came from the Port, and took the Treasure. 

J udge Advocate, Were there any European Officcrt 
wUh these companies, and who were they? 

Annver, There were three Officers, Captain Bishop 
the Adjutant of Crew’s Battalion, and the third Officer 
I do not know. 

J udge Advocate, Where was the Treasure taken to on 
that night? ^ 

Answer. It was taken to the Paymaster’s office. 

Judge Advocate. At what distance were you from tho 
Fort, when you were met by the Ilircarrahs ? 

Anmer. FottPCo«. We reached the Fort, about hal^ 
past 6 o’clock in the morning. • 

Judge Advocate, Did you make any report of the arii« 
val of the Treasure, to any Officer in. the. Fort ? 

Ansuer. I reported to Lieutenant-Colonel Bell, the 
Town Major and Captmn of the day, immediately after { 
arrtved^ 

Judge Advocate. Who was Commanding Officer in the 
Fort of Seringapafam, ffom the time you arrived there, 
tilt the day on which the troops marched out without their 
arms ? 

Answer,' Lieutenant-Colonel Bell, ^ 

Judge Advocate, Did you receive any orders fma 
IJeutena^t-Colonel Bell in person, and how do you know 
he was ComisaniUng Officer ? " 



AntiBet, I did not recite any orders t« person ; 
tl the Fort Adjutant used to go to him for oiders, I coh. 
ceived him to bo Comm^ndiug Offirer. Four or fi^e days 
after I arrived, r was ordered ondutj. I asked leave 
to return, and aerompanied the Foit Adjutant to Xdcute. 
nanUColonol BelPg house ^ he went in; and, when he came 
out, ho told tne, there was danger on the road, and i had 
better rom lin a few days. 

Question pom the Court, ITad you no letter to drli* 
tor to the Pa) master, or any othei person in Seriugapa* 
tarn, along with the money ? 

Answer, No. 

Qttcifion, Who was the For^ Adjutant ? 

Answer. Captain Cadell. 

The Court adjourns, till 10 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


TUESDAY, Tiri: 14ih »ay of NOVEMBER 1800. 

The Court met^ pursuant to adjeurnmentk 
Members all present. 

Captain Bishop of the IQth Hegtment N. /. o Witness 
on the part of the Prosecution, duty swoi n, 

TiiO (harge is read. 

Judge Advocate, Who commanded in the Foit of 
Seringapatam on the 30th and 31 si July lost ? 

Answer. X understood, that the authority of CommaDd* 
ant had beVn assumed by a body of Officers, 

Judge Advo( ate. Who were those Officers 2 

Answer, I do not know. 

Judge Advocate, Did )ou march out of the Fort of 
Seringapatam, with two companies of Sepoys or any d«. 
tachment of troops, under your command, on or about tha 
Slst July or Ut August f 

Answer, No. 

Judge Advocate, Did you march with any troops, a* 
that period ? 

Answer, X accompanie<l about 100 men $ and, it was 
ahhut that period, to the best of my recollection. 

Advocate, Do you mean to say, those men wera 
,^|i|tnndeT fthv command ? 

Answer, I do j Uicy wete not under my command. 



Judgfi Advocate.* Who was th«‘ senior OfBcer with 
them ? ^ t' 

Jnsmer* 1 whs tWlenior 
not command the party, *’ ^ 4 * ^ 

Judge Advotate. Who did yoti'considef .ai is com 
mand at that party ? ' ' 

Answer. Lieutenant Harrey, of the 2d Battdipn ISth 
Ei*c;iment, 

Judge Advocate. Was there any other Officer with that 
patty > 

A/tsreer. There was. , 

Judge Advocate. Who was he ? 

Answer. Lieutenant Napier. 

Judge Advocate, At What hour did this detachment 
leave the Fort? 

Answer. Between the hours of 0 and 11 o’clock, to the 
best of my recollection. 

Judge Advocate, When did it return ? 

Answer. I do not know. 

Question from the Court. Were you doing doty in the 
Garrison of {?rringapatain, during the period stated in the 
charge, and, if so, from whom did you receive orders ? 

Answer, I think, about the 4tii of the morith, 1 was 
struck oil' the roster, having been requested to' i^sutne,/ or 
to take charge of the bazar department,—I generally re¬ 
ceived my orders thro’ Captain Cadell, whom I 'consider^ 
ed tatr of the Garrison, 

Question. In wh^t manner was it announced to the 
Garrison, that it was under the command of a committee ? 

Answer. 1 da not know, that jt was announced in any 
public orders. 

Question. Yon have stated, that you did not knmv the 
persons who composed the committee. How came you do 
lecoguize the authority of those whom you did not know I 

Answer. I can only say, that I under^obd comraitt^ 
had |»en formed, in various^arts of the Atmy, who had 
^ssu^ed the bommabd^ and, 1 heard, a ctunmittee was a9«a 
formed in Seringapatam—I did my duty, and nevor^l- 
QUired who composed the commit ee. ' . ' 

{HdytHtit^li^ dai^^ report^ditto itutio# 
the btoar, aod'^to whtWa'!' 

Answer. I did noli 
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^esiton. DiJyoTi, at any time between tbe 30th July 
and 23d August, or on either of these days, receive any 
order from Lientenant-Coionei Bell, iji persou or under 
his signature, or report to him ? 

Jnsuer, 1 have received orders in person, hut Jo not 
remember any in writing; and 1 have reported to Lieu. 
tenant.Coloiiel Bell. 

Question. What was, the nature of the order you 
received from Licutenant-Colonei Bell, and at what,period 
did you receive it ? 

Answer. I received aa order from Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bell, on the night of the 1 Ith of August, to ride out fo 
Webb’s monumeut, and sec whether there was any Dili. 
Cer lying on the ground Wounded,—it having been 
reported, that there was one.. 

Question. Was that the only order you received ? 

Answer. No, I do not think it was; I have received 
several orders from Lieutcnaut.Colonsl Boll. 

Question, If you considered the commit tea as cxcrcis. 
iog command, why did you report to Licuteuant.Colonel 
BeB? ^ 

AnsifUfr. I considered the committee as exercising the 
commaud, up to the 6th or 7tU «£ the mouth,—after which,. 
1 made what few reports £ had to LicutcnauUColouel 
Bell. 

Question* Did you report to the committee ? 

Answer, I once addressed a letter to the committee, 
and left it on a table iu a room, where I understood the 
Committee'asscmbled. 

Qmsiiefi* In whose house did you leave it? 

Answer, In a vacant house, that formerly had been oc«. 
eupied by a Mr. KHson of the 12th. 

Question. Was he the last person who occupied it ? 

Answer, To the best of my belief and knowledge, he 
Wit. 

Question. Dm! you ever hear or know, of any objection 
btdeg made on the part of Colonel Beil, or of any other 
OBccw^ to this asspmptiou of power by the committeef 
! Answer* No. 

Qmsfinn, Do you know, if the detachment you havu 
mentioned, marched under any and what instructions, and 
do you know from whom these iastructloos wera receir. 
« 1 ? 
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Answfif. T did nalhew the mstrticlions given, and I do 
not ptisitifcly kntnr who gave them. 

Qae/fthn. While you were with the detachment com* 
Kjautled by Lieutonant Harvey, will you relate what took 
place I 

Aiimer, Wc marched for, I suppose, 10 or It miles, 
mod came to a small Pa^oiLn^ where there was a guard 
with G buiiock-loads, to the best of ray recollroti jii, of, 
I beheva, rnooey. I did not see the bags opened.—I'ha 
bullocks were ready saddled, the loads were i'nme,:i«itely 
put oa them, and the detachment icuitaad,—£ left tium 
about half way, ami galloped into the Fort. 

Question. Is this allyoy know that occurred? 

^^n^:cer. There were at tho Pagoda, two ouai. who had 
been confiiiCK.1 by (he guard, prior to our aiaval, to thft 
best of my rocollccliori, .On their jhmng (judstirwici, one 
said, he was a servant of Colonel Davis’s, and the other of 
]\lr. Cole’s, and that they w'cru to take these bulijck* 
loads, by a circuitous route, to Mysore. Tiiey were ask* 
cd, if they had any ilocumenis; they answered, lione what* 
vver. 'I'iuy accompanied the detachment a» far as I diuf. 
The village people told us there w'ore about 300 jB>Vy* 
sore horse within 3 miles, and were etpeclccl to come 
the Tieasurc. 

Qiieathn. Was this information given by the vlUagtt 
people, subsoituent to your march from the Port ? 

Aus'cer To the best of my recollection,T heard it from 
one of the Sepoys of the guard, ou ray arrival at' the viU 
lage, who said, some of (he villagert; had told him. 

J^ilge Adoocutc- Did (jiriitenant Harvey, in your pro. 
aencc. make any report of the arrival of tlie Taroasaroat 
Seriugapatara, and, if so, to whom? 

Jns'ioer. No, he did not, in ray pr^'senre. 

Judj^e Aiivocafe. Do you know any thing eUeTelativa 
to the cbirgo beforo the Court, besides what you have al¬ 
ready stated ? 

Ansmr.. To the best of my recolleetion, not posHHe- 
ly. On the 11th, when the Mysore horse ant in noon tho 
tvto Battalions, who weic coming fron't f'hatledroog, 
tome guns wer^ hred; but 1 was hot in the Fort, aiKldiil 
not see the diroctiou they were pointed. 

Jtfdge Ad'joeate* Where trere yon, all thit day? 



Amtcer. I was at the head of mj company, at the, 
thef ?iide of the rhcr. 

Judge j^dvocaie. Do you know, whether any other de^' 
tachmeiit, besides the one you accompanied with Lieute. 
nant Harrey, marched from the F6rt from the 30th July 
to the 2Sd August ? 

Jnmer. On thelHh at night, I had a small detachment 
with me, irlicn 1 went to look for the wounded Cfiicers. 
*—I cannot swear to an^ other detachment. 

Question from the Court, Ton have stated, you were 
At the head of your company on the other side of the rf- 
ter. By whose orders were you there, and for what pur# 
pose ? 

Answer. I joined my company, on its march out of the 
Fort, ill line with the Battalion. 

Qn€ff(ion, In consequence of what order, did you join 
your Battalion ? 

Answer. The Battalion was marching. I joined my 
company, on the line of march. I had no prders. 

Question j How did you learn, the Battalion was march, 
iug out ? 

Aniwer. I saw it. 

7Vtc Court is cleared; mdy on being opened^ the folioul* 
ing is read and recorded. 

Captain Bishop: 

1 am directed by the Courts to Informyon^ that, in eonm 
sequence of the amnesty, it is impossible you can in any 
point of view criminate ijoursctf, by tkclaring openly 
every thitig you know relative to the transactions at 
Seringapalaiu ; and fhey^ therefore caution you, not to 
injure yourself, by withholding any inforrnuiion. 

Judge Advocate. Do you know, whetlierany guns were 
fired by the troops composing (he Garrison of Seriiigapa. 
tatn, cn the troops of H. M. and (he Honorable Company, 

the night of the 11th of August, or the following 
morning 1 

Jhfswer. 1 heard gum fired, I hare already said. I wag 

WebVs Mouiuaent,~^a distauco in a straight line of, f 
about 3 miles.^ 

Question fr^m the Court. You proceeded the guaptl; 
make any report, on your armal in the GirrUott, 
'4tid, if so, t*> whfm? 

Ansmr* I made no fcport. 



Advocate, Do yoft knOTr, wliotJieratiy troopt 
inarched from the JFoilrj O'tt any day between the Ist and4tii 
•f Augint? , , , , 

Answer, 1 do not, from my Own petaonai knowledge* 

The Witness retires, 

Lienfenfint Bcanment, Assistant Quarter Jl/a^fer Geni* 
ral, cnikd into Courts and examined on his former oath, 

Judsre Advocate. Was any report made to you for the 
informaiion of Licntcnant.Colonel Datis, by the Ofiioeb 
CoirniandiMfi; in Seringapatain, of the march from the Foct 
of any detachment or body of troops, within the period 
I fated in the charge? 

AnsTcer. None. 

Judf^e Advocate. Had it been always customary, pre- 
tion^i to tbe 30th July, for the Ofiicer Commanding in the 
Fort, to report the march of troops to and from the Gar<k 
rison ? 

Aristter, Always. 

Question from the Court. Can yon giro atiy instanCesi? 

Austcc'*'. Many,—The 2d Hattaliou lf)th Regiment were 
erdcred to march to Rangalore.:— they were afterwards 
countermanded ; and the Officer Commanding in the Fort, 
first forwarded the necessary indents for camp cquipago 
and equipments, and, when the march was countermanded, 
he reported, that the camp equipage, &c. were lodged ia 
store again. 

Question. During the period of the charge, was any 
o^ial report whatever, for the information of IJcatenant« 
Colonel Davis, of any thing that happened in the Garr^ 
son of Scringapatam, made to you ? 

Answer, Not to me. 

The iVitness retires. 

Lieutenant Adamson of U, M. Wth Regiment^ a 
ness in support of the Prosecution^ dulp sworn. 

The charge is read, 

fudge Advocate, Did you command a detachminl of 
M. 80th Raiment, in the Garrison of Seriit§ap«ta% 
on or about the 30tli July last. 

Answer, Tes, I did. 

Judge Advocate, How many Qffia^aiTfta ijlacluid Its 
th detachment? 
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i 'itud^ Jalvocate* .Di4 those Oflicers wiouDt gtiardi witli*, 
tik the Fcirt of Srringapalam? , 

, .Thftj' lUili, until the 30th of July, 

A^vomts, Were they then struck off the 
roster for duty ? . 

Jlnr<m\ After the SOtli, they Trere, 

Judge Advocate* On what account ? 

Jimxyer, I requested from myself, that they should 1)0 so. 

Jmlge Adi^ocuta^ What induced you to make that re- 

f Anstcr. A report from two Officers, Lieutenant Charles 
I)lck and Lieutenant Kdward Cadeuskic, repotting, that 
ticufruant-Coloncl Bell had ordered thetn to fue upon 
vny Alysore troops, to the best of my recollection, that 
past-the bridge. 

Judge. Adpoatfe, To whotn did you state your request ? 

Jmwer. To Captain.Cadell, Town Major. 

Judge Advocate* Had you any conmsaiion with Lieu* 
tenanf.Colonel Beil in person, on the subject ? 

Jipiuer, No, 1 had not. 

Judge ddvactite* Did you at any time about the begin, 
eing of August, receiTe orders to march yqur detachment 
®ut of the Fort, and from whom ? 

Anszeer* I receWetl orders from Liputenant-Coloncl 
Bell, on the 3d of August, to match the detachment out ott 
the Fort. 

Judge Advvade. Garrison orders, or in person ? 

Tn person first; and afterwards there wa&aji 
order givai o'ut. 

Judge Advocate* Where were yon ordered to encampF 

Answer. On ground, that wouM be pointed out to us. 
Ziieutcnant.Coloiicl Bell menlioued to me, on the Bangui 
side of the Wellesley bridge. 

Judge Advocate* Did yon receive any orders from, or 
had you any coinmunicatiun with Licutenant.ColonelBeUj[ 
lelaBte to the [liace you thereto march to ? 

Anmer* 1 had a conversation with Licutennnt.CoK Belf; 
IN| the morning of the 3d, hr rame to my house, about the 
of U o’clock ; aud, after being seated, he said, hie 
to inform me, that I must maich thedetaihmont out 
thb Fort, to ground that would be pointed out to 



me,—-and that he thought it mo^h for the heit the deiaeh- 
ment marching* Colonel INI then laid, to the beat of mf 
recollection, that he had b^eh at home for lome time^ and 
that he had only a short time ago arrited in the conntryf 
and, shortly after his arriral at Madras, he was ordered up 
to take charge of the Garrison of Seringapatam, and that, 
on his arrival there, he knew nothing of the business that, 
\ras going on, regarding what had lately taken place^ Ho 
further said, that, altho’he was Commandant of the Garrison, 
ho was rontruulod in some measure by a committee; soma 
of whom })t> roaiiv did not know—1 then asked Colonel 
Bell, it (hf* might march to Cannanore, to join 

the hoad.quarters (if the regiment. He said, No: I must 
march the doiichmoiit to Bangalore, and put myself undec 
the command of Lioutenant.Colonel GibbsIndeed, ho 
would advise me to go to Bangalore, as by going the Ck* 
nanore road, 1 might be detained ; and adrised me, not to 
think of going nigh Mysore, as I might depend upon it, 
Mysore would be in ashes in a few days.—Colonel Beil, on 
leaving my house, said, 1 must march the detachment off in 
the evening, and that he would give me every assistance to 
his power, and that the detachment should have everything 
they wanted during their march,—The order was out, very 
shortly afterwards. I received a note from Captain Ca* 
dell, regarding the sick being left behind. We marched in 
the evening, to the Bangalore side of the Wellesley bridge, 
to tents that were pitched there for us. 

Judge Advocate. Had you any further eommunicatioa 
with Lieutenant-Colopel Bell ? 

Answer* 1 had a note from r/ieutenaDt.Colonel Bell. 
Judge Advocate. What was the purport of it ? 

Anmer, Here Is the note. 

M as given to, read, and admitted* 

The Prisoner acknoieledges it to de of his hand^wrii* 

tog. 

MT HEAR SIR ; , 

Raving seen, to the course of my drive this evening^ tflo 
•ituation of your encampment, and having no doubt, tb^ ‘ 
several gant rake the bridge,—I recommend most ^ eSiir. 
•sliSy |0{ir ptootpf guards, so as to prsyeat all pasidbi% 



ofa^y body orm<^n getting on the heAd of tlbe bridge. This 
If ^jeant only foj^ yotttEeU'. WiBhingyou and party a plea, 
atmt march.” 

1 remain 

Yonrs very truly, 

(Signed) J. BELT:. 

N. B. “ I have tlirown Iho ink on the paper, instead 
of the sand. 1 hope you will be able to make it out.” 

(Marked) J. H. 

Judge Advocate, Was any person present during the 
conversation you hare detailed t 

Answer, No. 

It being near 3 o’clock, the Court adjourns ’till 10 
O’clock to.morrorr morning. 

WEDNESDAY thte 15th vky of NOVEMBER, 1809. 

The, Court met^ pursuant to adjournment. 

Members all present as before. 

, Lieutenant Adamson of the SOih Regt. called in, and 
examined on his former oath. 

Judge Advocate, Did you communicate the conreraa. 
tion you had with Lioutenant.Colonel Bell, shortly after 
it occurred, to any person ? 

Ansu:er. Yes, I did,—to the Officers of the detachment 
and to Lieutenant Grove also. 

Judge Advocate. Did you move from your place 
of encampment, on the morning of the 4lli of August ? 

Anmer. Yes, I did. 

Judge advocate. Did you meet or see any body of 
troops going towards the Fort ? 

Ansmer. Yes, I saw Major MacDowall, Captain Tnr. 
Her and Lieutenant Noble, of the 15th Native Infantry, 
with about 4 or 500 Sepoys, as nearly as 1 could gue^, 
with some Artillery-men, and two guns. 

Judge Advocate. From what part df the country djd 
; {hey appear to be coming ? 

Jnsicer. From the Chittledroog road. 

'J,Jp4ge Advocate. Had yon any conversation witKltn/ 

) in ^at detachment, before they reached the Fort.,* , 

Thaid, with Major MacDowali and Qapjaia 

Advocate, po youkuow, when that detaebtafiittf 
Mt the Fort, 



No, I do not. ^ ^ , ^ 

hhlge Jibofate, Can yon say, tvh^tlpr ihera 'vi^ero 
grcaror munbor Of guns mounted on,t,hd works, or driiwii 
O.u.'" wHltin ilie Fort, from the/SOtk' July to the 3d August| 
been preriousto the former day f 

Ans'j:ci\ I cannot say. 

Jud^e Advac&te, Whom did you consider as Coitt- 
manding Officer of the Garrison of Seringapatam ? 

Ansrs^er. IJeutenant.Coluiiel Bell, 

Judge Advocate. Was it ever intimated.to yotfj except 
in the conversation you had with fJcntenaat-Coloael Bell, 
that hl,s authority was superseded in the Fort ? 

Anuzcer. No, it wa^s not. 

Question from the Court* Do you know, whe4l)«r therft 
was any committee of Officers formed in the Gwrrisoa, fhit 
lh,e purpose of exercising military authority ? 

Ansvocr. I cannot positively say. 

The Witness retires, 

Modeen Khatt^^ trooper in the bod^^ gmrd ailmhed to 
ihe British iXesidency of Mijsore^ a Witness in support 
of the Brosecutiony dul^ sworn agreable fo the rUes of 
his religion, 

Choka Lingum called into courty to interpret. 

The charge is explained. 

Judge Advocate, Did you attend as an orderly to 
Lieutenant.Colonel Davi*', on the 30th of July last ? 

Ansjcer, VVlien Lieu tenant. Colonel Davis was in tho 
Fort, I was his orderly. ^ 

Judge Advocate. Did you oti that day receive from 
from Captain Webster, Assistant Adjutant General, a let« 
ter to deliver to Lieutouant-Cdlonel Bell;,^ and did you 
tfeliver it ? 

Ansrscr. I got a letter from Lieutenant.Colonel Davis,, 
not from Captain Webster, 

Judge AdvocatL At what o^’clock did you receive that 
lett^ ? 

Answer, Four o’clock in the afternoon. 

Judge Advocate, Did you deliver it, and to whom ? ■ 

. Answer, 1 took the letter, and gave it to a Serjeani at' 
, Llcu'^hanLCpIooel Bell’s house, who took It in, and, when 
out, 4«sired me to go away.—I aSked him^ il 
there was any answer,—and he told me to go^ 



»X>a 709 that. 

C^<}ii<t gave you t^e letter with own hand^ 

oir that it was a letter from Colonel Davis? 
t Ansv^r, I was etandtHg before him, as he was lying; 
on the bed ; .when he sat up, wrote the letter) aid gave, 
it to me with his own h^^nd. 

Question from the Court* Did yon carry any other 
letters, either from Colonel Davis or Captain Webster to 
Lieiitenant.Coloiiel Bell, on that day ? 

Jmsmer^ No» 

The Witness retires* 

Major DdmaU of the %d Battalion IBlh Regiment 
L a Witness, on the part of the Trasecation^ duty 
emrUf 

The charge is read* 

Judge Advocate* Were you la the Fort of Seringa* 
patam) on the dOth of July last ? 

Answer. Yes, 

Judge Adtjocate* Did yon wait npon Lieutenant* 
Colonel Davis in the afternoon of that day^^n company 
with any other Queers ? 

Answer* On the evening of the 30th July last, I wait¬ 
ed upon LientenanUColonei Davis, in oonseijuence of 
having heard, he was under some apprehension of being 
voder restraint, knowing at the time, it was not intended by 
the OtHf^ers of the Garrison, that he should consider him. 
telf under the smaUest,-~'l am not certaia, whether anjr 
person accompanied me there or not; but, hefore 1 came 
away, 1 $a^ Captain Pearce in the compound, and I 
think also Mr, Casamajor. 

Judge Advocate* How did yon learn, that lieutenants 
Colonel Davis considered himself under restraint. 

Answer* I heard so, in a casual way, Jrom Captainr' 
Limond and Turner, in the course of conversati(m|, which 
at the same time was mentioned, that Lieutenaht-volonel 
Davis had inquired, whether the guard, in hit compound was 
a gua^ of restraint or a pard of bonpr; that, if it was' 
a guard of restraint, he wished it to be augmented, if a 
gagrd of honour, he wished it (o be withdrawn. 

Adoocai^^ Under what authority did yon wait 
j^ofi LientenaotXbionel Davis, as before stated by yon ? 

J^tmeir* Diukr the authority of the opiidfiUl of leUffikl 
of we Officers of the Gitrison. 
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Jni^e Jdv9C($tt, Were 4iof qf Ofi|cefiliitf(>m^ 

bl«d, for tbe pt^rpose of^i ving tb«ir opioion tfpoB tbfttiobjcct ? 
, Answer, No. 

Judge Advocate. Did you ever see any iotter, addr«ss64' 
by tbe dissistant Adjntani General to Lieulonant^Colonol 
Hell, respectioir tbe rfstrginf, tinder ffbich I/i€UtafigB(wOio« 
Qel l^vis coticpirod himself to be f 
Answer. 1 cannot recollect whether { did or not, nith« 
out seeing the letter, , . 

Judge Advocate. Say, to the best ofyonr kudirledge, 
whether Lieutenaiit.CoIone! Bell knew that Ueotaaa^t.C'o* 
ioiiol Davis considered himself under restraint f 

Answer. ■ i do not know, tlhat hoieuteuant^Cnfpnel Bell 
ever knew it. 

Judge Advajeate. Whom did yon consider as Comtuatid* 
ing O^car of the Garrison of Seringspatapi, on tbe 3(Hli 
July ? 

Answer. LieB<'?nant-CoJonel Bell as Senior Officer ■ 
but, whether or noUhis orders regarding the Officers would 
hayo been obewd^ i 'C^tunot say. 1 rather think, if he had 
ordered the Officers out of the Garrison, they vroald not ba 
obeyed, 

Jmige. Adjfomte. Do yon know, whether any intimatiim 
was gireq to Lietttenant.Colonel Bell, th 9 (t his authority 
was usurped by any person or persons in the Garrison ? 
Answer. No, } do not. 

Judge Adoomte* If such a circamitance had taken, 
plaoe, must you have known U ? 

Answer. I suppose 1 must have known it, as well as any 
other Officer. ^ 

Judge Advocate. Was there much ^Italian in the Gar^ 
rison, on this day, tlio 30th July ? 

Answer. Considerable much so, that the Officers 
particularly requested Colonel Davis to remain with Lhetu, 
till tUtt alarm blew over; but he would not. 

Judge Advocate. Do you know, or did you see Lieute- 
nani^Oolonel Bell.malte any, and wbqt attempts tq Suppress, 
this,agitation ? 

Answer. DieutenanUColoiiel Bell frequently rerommend^ 
ed moderation. It is my opinion, if he had attempted lo 
suppress It, he would have been placed in the same sUitaitoa 
as .Umtenant-Colnnel Inneg gt MaiaUpitam* Hewoql^ 
have been placed in arrest. 
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Judge Jdvdmte, N6w,' I ask you again^ whether he t^k 
^iSy liieiibtttc to suppress this agitatioo ? 

Jiisucr. No ; Licuteuaut Coluuel Bell throughout re- 
comuteudeil moderation. 

Judge Advocate, I>o you know, what numherof Kurope- 

Artiliery were in the Fort at that time ? 

Answer, I believe there were upwarda of ^0* I am not 
certain. 

Ju‘Jgi^ Advocate, If Lie a ten ant-Colonel Bell had him. 
self signed the test on the 30tli July, do >ou think, from 
the estimation in which he was held, that his example 
would have been followed by the gr*cater, or any part ol 

Officers under his command? 

Amxcer, No. 1 do not think it would. 

Judge Advocate, Do you know of any Officers, who 
formed themselves into a committee, and- >Ybo oxcercised 
military authority within the Garrison. 

Answer. There was an Ofecerfrom each corps, w.ho fre. 
Quently met^ to consult what was best to be done under the 
existing circumstances. They were not ahvay^the same Of- 
:6cars, nor do i know, that they were itppoiufed by the au¬ 
thority of the voice of the Garrison. 

Jadge Advocate. Was the result of these consultationSv^ 
eomuuinicaled. to LifeuteaaBt-Coldael Brdl ? 

Answer: Not that 1 know of. 

Judge Advocate. Were tliey ever? 

Answer, i do not know, whether they were or wer® not. 

Judgg Advocate, Were you a Member of that commit¬ 
tee 5 . * ' 

,‘:nswer. Sometimes I was one of those Officers 
that met from the cutfps. 

Judge Advocufe, Did those Ofiieors, when they niet to¬ 
gether,. Consider the military authority m the Garrison as 
Kse&ted in their hands ? 

Answer, Yes, as far as I could observe, they did; 

Judge Advocate, Do you mean to say, that, during the 
vrkoie period of the charge, the military aiilliurity was ex¬ 
ercised by those Officers ? 

'Answit, I think, it was exercised by those Oflicers till 
first Wek in August. 

J^m^Advbi^te, After that, by whom ? 

By"l4eU1;etiattt-Colonel Bcllj as far as I cohift 

^hserve^ 
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Jufjlge Advocate. In.whattnawiiflr, or bywliat mjejins, 
Jjieut«^nai»t-Col«nf‘l Bell resunjebWftuUioriiy. “ 
Ansicer. The Officers of,the (.larrison ijiet aod dlssoleed 
Ihe commitfee. .iTiii said, that IJeuteoant.Colonel Bell iiai&t 
assniDf the authority himself. 

Jwdff Advocate. Did you, about the hegmwng of Mu 
friist, accompany or command a detachment which matched 
imm tire Fort. 

Aijzser. Ves; I commanded it. 

J f/d^e Advocate. Under vs hat., and vs hose inslruption?. 
An'^er. I teceived my orders from my immediate Com. 
mandlng Officer, Lieufenaut-Colonel Munro, to march oot 
a certain distassce on the Seruh road, but not to cummencu 
lioKtililies or molest the inhabitant's of the ^hifjtjy.''’'>to 
make one march, and. if I did not meet the Officers tioia 
Cliittledroog, to retssrn again.—At tliislijnc, Ihe Offieers of 
CMttledroog had thrown thenwWes niideir the pit)tj£:>.toii 
of the Ciarn<on oi Seringapalamj until the arrlv^ of Lord 
Minto, as I understood. 

Judge Advacute. When did yo« retucii to th« Gnrri. 
son ? 

Annetr. i went out on the morning of the ^1d, rwid camo 
back on the monsisig of the 4(h, I think fo. 

■ Judge Advocate. Did you make any report, or commtu 
Tiicate to Lieutcnant-Colotiel Bell yvlmt you had <ioue. 

Anmcr. Yes, 1 reported to Lieutciiant-Coiond Monro 
and liieutenant-f'olonel Bell. 

Jndge Advoiate. ))td you know, whelhor iJeuteiwnt- 
Colonel Bell was acquainted with the march of gourde, 
tachoienl, and for' what object it had marched, previous to 
your report to him ? 

Jrt.'iwcr. i cannot speak from tny own knowledge. 

Judge. /lih'octde. i)i<i Lieuteoant-Colouel Beil make any 
observations, when you reported to him ? 

Amiser. None that f recollect. 

Judge AdvoctUe. What was the nature ofyonr report 

to him. 

AusTcer. That tie detachment had returned.^ I fim 
waited upon Lieutenant Colonel Musiro ; he was not 
otllerwise 1 would not luive gone to Lit*utenant»Cdli^<d 
Bell. As far as I recollect, this is all Use report J made. 
Judge Advocate. Can you bring to your reCd,Hi^tion, 



yon Infoi^d LieuteoMt^ColofiQ! Belt, that a (|dtn* 
iSty of gra^n was brought ia with yotir detachnwat ? 

Answer, There was not a seer of graiO broagbt in by tho 
detachment, nor any molestation whatever committed a* 
taottgst the inhabitants. 

Jttdge Advocate. Did yon see, on the 3ht July or 1st 
August, a letter addressed by Lietitenant-Coiunei Daris tqi 
Lieutenant^Coionel Bell, forwarding the test for the 
cers* signature? 

Jttswdr, 1 ^ 0 , not that 1 recollect, upon either of those 
days. 

Judge Advocate. Did yon, on any other day ? 

Answer, No. 

Judge Adtockie. Did yott, see any letter addressed to 
Cfiicers Commanding Corps by Lieutenant.Colonel Davis? 

Answer. In Conseqnence of a letter that Officers Com«» 
manding corps had written, the test was sent in, 1 think, 
on the of August. I did not see any letter. 

Question Jrom the Court. In what manner did the agl« 
tatioa in the Oarrisou of Seringapatam, which you hare 
mentioned, shew itself? 

Answer. I think, npoti the SiSth July, a report waspre* 
Talent in the Garrison, that an attempt was to be made by 
the Mysore troops to seize the Fort by surprize. In con* 
teqnmice of the alarm which this excited, Lientenant-Co. 
lonel Davis came into the Fort himself the day after. An 
honorary guard was ordered to Lieutenant Harvey’s qaar« 
ters, which he occopied. It was also said at this time, 
that Lieotmant Grove of His Majesty’s 80th Eegiment^ 
who then belonged to the station of Mysore, had, anknown 
to (he Contmanding Officer of the Garrison, entered the 
Fort and remained In the barracks of the 80th Regiment 
for a night. This added considerably to the alarm; which 
the Garrison were then under. On the SOth, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Davis desired the Company’s Offieers of the Gar. 
fisoR to wait upon him. After tb^ were assembled i&fbis 
apartment, and admonishing the Officers, he was asked,, 
jLieiit,.Co}. Davis, have you or have you not orders from 
Sir George Barlow to seize the Company’s Officers in the 
Gjirrisonl To which he replied, I am not at liberty to an* 
that qnesBoo. The Officers of the Garrison then 
gave him their assurance of their loyalty to their 
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King and coun^ry^ and begged that He 'would reinaid 
with them until the alarm blew OTerj^towhicb he at 
first seemed to accede. The Officers of the Garrison then 
took their leare ; but) before they got outof the compound^ 
they were called back, and an eitract from (fie let^r of 
the 26 th July from the Chief Secretary to Government to 
LientenanuColonel Davis, read to them. They then had 
no longer an)^ donbtsof orders having been received bjr 
Lieutenant.Colonel Davis, to seize the Company’s Offi* 
cers, who refused to sign the test in this division. This 
was what occasioned the alarm. The Officers declared, 
they would not allow themselves to be seized. Every man 
seemed to have an opinion of his own, on and after the 
30 th July. The Sepoys declared, that they would not 
allow their Officers to be sdl)arated from them. 

Question, Did any alterations in the guards at Lieu¬ 
tenant.Colonel Davis’s house, take place in the course of 
the 80th, and why ? 

Answer, When Lieufeoant^CoIonel Davis enquired, 
whether the guard at his house was a guard of rest!aint or 
a guard of honor, and said, if a guard of restraint, let it be 
augmented, if a guard of honor let it be withdrawn,---the 
guard was withdrawn. 

Question, Was there any augmentation of Bentries, dur« 
ing (he course of the day ? 

Jnswer, None, that I ever heard of or saw. 

^estivn. Do you know, whether any message was 
sent at any time in the course of that day, to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Davis, by Lieutenant-Colonel Bell or* any other 
person or persons, that ho, Lieutenant.Colonel Davis, 
would not be allowed to pass the gates, or words to 
that effect ? 

Anmer, No, Ido not.—I was not present on any 
occasion Of the kind. 

Question, Was any correspondence between Colonel 
Davis and LieutenanuColonel Bell, at any time between 
the period, in the charge, .submitted to your perusal, or 
to that of the committee of Officers you have mentioned ? 

Jnsxcer. 1 saw one letter written by Lieutenant-Co. 
lonel Bell between those periods.—1 saw a letter from 
Liratenaat-Colouel Davis and Mr. Colo; but, 1 bflicvc it 
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vas directed to the Officers in the Garrison, or the eon- 
irouiin^ power in the Garrison.—>1 am not certain, whether 
Lieutenant.Coioncl Bell’s letters were to Lieutenant-Co. 
lonsl Oavis, or to the Assistant Adjutant General, enclosing 
others. 

Question, Were you acquainted with the contents of 
all, or any of those letters ? 

Answer, I must hare seen some of those letters, hut, 
Ivitbout seeing (hem now, Icouldnot speak to the contents. 

Que s(ion» Did you see any answers to those letters ? 

Answer, 1 can not positirely say, without seeing the 
letter alluded do. 

Question, Was the letter alluded to, that is, the letter 
from Licutenant-Colonrl Davis and Mr. Cole, laid before 
the committee for their information, or to deliberate on ? 

Answer, It was laid before the Officers from each corps, 
which had met that day, the day that I saw it. 

Question. Were Lieutenant-Colonel Bell’s orders ever 
disobeyed, to your knowledge ? 

4nswer. No orders that Lieutenant-Colonel Believer 
gave, to my knowledge, were disobeyed. 

Question, Do you conceive, that Lieutcnant.Colonet 
Davis was restrained in the exercise of his military autho¬ 
rity, during his residence at Serihgapitam ? 

Answer, 1 certainly do ; because^ had he ordered the 
Officers of the Garrison to give themselves up prisoners, 
the men would neither have allowed it, nor do 1 believe, 
the Office|;s would have obeyed it. 

Question, Was his authority in anyway restrained ? 

Answer, 'Ses, so far as his orders would not h^rc been 
obeyed. 

Question, Did Lieutenant. Colonel Bell in any manner, 
io your knowledge, ever signify his disapprobation of the 
meetings of the Officers which you have mentioned. 

Answer* No, I dont recollect having had any con- 
Teraation with Licatenant-Colonel Bell on that subject. 

Question. Was Lientenaut-Colonel Bell present at any 
of those meetlng8,of Officers from different corps ? 

Answer, I,never saw Lieutenant-Colonel Bell at any of 
those meetings. 

s. Judge Advocate, Do you know, whether Lieut. Colonel 
Beil ever gave the Officers of the Garrison to understand. 
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tli»t hft would cirry into execution, whatever plans thejr 
Biifrht'ihinlc proper to adopt ? 

^■isieer. No, I do not, 

Q.iesUon from the Court* Was the authority of Lieu- 
ieoaot.Oolonel Davis restrained, by UeutenantoColonel 
Bell or the Oificers of the Garrison ? 

Amr^er* I do not think, the Officers of the Garrison 
would have either obeyed Lieu tenant-Colon el Davis ^ 
Xi C.itenant-Cclmel Bell,—the agitation was so great. 

The Coart adjourns till 10 o’clock to-morrow morning* 


THURSDAY, THE 16tu day of NOVEMBER, 1809. 

The C^rt mct^ pursuant to adjournment. 
Members present as before. 

Major M^Dowall is called into Courts and his evU 
dencG of yesterday read over to him. 

The Witness alters his evidence, by saying; 

I saw one letter, signed by Dieutenant-Colonel Bell, 
Lieutenail-Coloncl Munro and Major Keny, dated, I 
thill!, the 30th July, addressed to Lieutenant-ColonclDa. 
vis, upon the subject of the alarm which existed in the 
G irrison, r egging he would use the inftuence of his rank 
and situadon to interpose with Government. 

Tile VVitnciS also says; That Lieutenant-Colonel Bell 
never was at any meeting which I attended, nor did I ever 
hear of his having attended any of the meetings. If he had, 
1 am sure 1 must have been made acquainted with it. 

Cjf'fe'Stton. Did Lieiitcuant.Coloncl Bell know the ex« 
isteuce of those committees in the Garrison uudef his com. 
manii ? 

Afiszeer, Yes, be certainly must. 

Question. You have stated, that, in the conversation with 
the Officers on the morning of the 30th July, Colonel Davis 
at first acceded to their wish, with regard to remaining at 
Sei'ingapatam, Did he afterwards, to your knowledge, ex. 
press any repugnance to remaining in that Garrison? 

Answer, fie afterwards appeared very anxious to get to 
Mysore, saying, that his health was in a very bad slate. I 
never heard him express any repugnance. 

Question, Was it in the power of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Deli to have permitted Colonel Davis to proceed to Mysore ? 

Amyter* 1 don’t know. 
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The Wtinest retires. 

William Mills,, Condndter of Ordname^ a Witness in 
iupport of the Prosecution, duly smrn, 

( The charge is read. 

Judge Aihocate. Wer<» you present in the Garrison of 
Seringapatam, from the 30lh July to the 23d August ? 

Aiisrcrr. 1 was, 

^ Judge Advocate. Who commanded in the Fort ? 

Answer, To the best of my knowledge, Lieutenant-Col¬ 
onel Bell, 

Judge Advocate. During the period stated in the char¬ 
ges, how many guns were delifered from the arsenal ? 

Answer. Two eighteen pounders brass, 8 twelve pounders 
brass, and 10 six pounders brass, 

Judge Advocate. How were they disposed of ? 

Answer, I cannot say. 

Judge Advocate. Was any ammunition delivered 
along with those guns ? 

Answer. Ves, issues were made daily, according as 
the ammunition was applied for? 

,* Judge Advocate, Ou what Toucher and by whose au¬ 
thority? 

Answer, I acted immediately under the orders of the 
Commissary ; he orderetl me to issue every thing that was 
applied for, by order of the Cominaiidiiig Officer. 

Judge Advocate. In what nianue: was that order for 
the issues communicated to you ? 

Answer. The first order was from the Commanding Offi¬ 
cer afterwards, whenever an Kuropean or Lascar came 
from any of the posts on th» island, issues were made to 
them. 

Judge Advocate. Did you ever receive any order, sign¬ 
ed by Licuteiiiint-Colonel Bell, to issue amuiuiiition ? 

Ansicer. Never. 

Question, from the Court. Was the Commanding Offi¬ 
cer’s order communicated to you, Terbally, or in what man- 

^n'Swer. Yerhally to me, and the other Europeans of the 
department, *by Captain Btown. 

Question. Were the issues of ammnnition delivered du- 
, ring the period in the charges, moro than had been usually 
ilsued prior io that time, aad was it ball or blank cartridge ? 
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Ansxer. Cerlaiftly more}—balli g«n and mu.lttt ball »m- 

mnnition ««* is’oeil- >»““ ''®'' ’ 

uiiU'SS on the is*a«« on the annual indenU. 

Question. Was the issue of ammimition according to u- 
•aoe, or ^v»s there any detiation from the usual mode , < 

^AnsriPer, There was a great deviation; because tliero 

v.ere no vouchers for tho issuing of it. 

Question. Were tho guns brought back to the stores, 

and when ? 

Answer. No. 

The Witness retires. 

The Honorable Arthur Coie, Acting British Resident 
ut the Court of Mj/sore^ a Witness in support of the 
Brosecution^ dulg sworn,, 

7'hc charge is readi^ 

Judge Advocate. What situation did you hold under 
the Government of Fort St. George, during the period 
atal.d in the charge ? 

Answer. I vras in charge of the Residency of Mysore* 
i udge Advocate, Did you, as acting British Resident, 
aidless a letter, in conjunction with Lieu tenant. Colonel 
Davis, the Othcer commanding in Mysore, to Lieutenant- 
Coluuel Bell, and the Officers in the Fort of Seringapa- 
tam, on or about the 3d of August lastf 
Answer. I did. 

Judge Advocate. Is this letter 1 now give you, the 
one you allude to ? 

Answer. Yes, it is. 

It is read, admitted^ and is as follows : 

To t oLovEi. Bell and *rHE Offiocus in contuoul 
OF THK Fort of Sekinoapatasi. 

Its; 

' From the delay which has occurred in your reply 
to the terms of Government (under date the 26th ultimo,) 
eiplaiued to you iu the first iustance by Colonel Davis in 
person, and afterwards forwarded by letter to Colonels 
Bell and Munro and to Major Kenny, and from the 
seizure on the night of the 2d instant of a large supply 
of Company’s treasure, together with the hostile march 
Iasi night of a strong party of Sei^oys, with guns, &c. 
into the Mysore country,—We with regret and horror 
couclmje, that you determinedly intend to oppose Goveru. 
meut at all extremities. 
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“You must be well aware^ that it is our decided 
Itttion to support (he authority of the British Govcrnmcnt- 
with oiir lives, our power, and with all the resources of 
the Mysore state. Anxious, however, to avoid a sanguin¬ 
ary contest with our countrymen and many of our late 
;frknds, and heartily desiring to prevent an efiusioii of 
blood ill this unhappy contest, we again cocof' forward 
to exhort you, to accept either of the terms proscribed to 
you ; and, forgetting the personal indigaities so repeatedly 
^ITercd to us, and through us to our Government and 
fmr country, we will assure you, that, although we can¬ 
not cunti'oul the fiDal decision of our rulers, we will sub¬ 
mit tite expression of our anxious hope, that the Hunur- 
able the Govern^ in Council may he pleased, even at 
this period, to flbnsider you as equally deserving of his 
merciful consideration, as those OtTicers wdto have letired 
from the force collected at the Mount, Madras, &c, 
wliosc conduct has not been marked by the same bold 
spirit of opposition W'hich you have evinced.—Wc re¬ 
main your obedient servants, 

(Signed) A, H. COLE, Sr, Asst, in charge Mysore 

Residency, 

HENRY DAVIS, TJeutenant^Colonel Commanding 

Mysore, 

Residency^ August 3, 1809.’' 

Judge Advocate. Was any reply received to lias letter ? 

Jiisioer Ves. 

Judge Advocate, Is this the reply ? 

Ansiccr. It is. 

It is read^ admitted and is as folloics ? 

“ To Tiii: lloxoiiABi,!: A. II. Com?, Acting Resu 

dent at Mysore ; 


And Lieutenant-Colokel DAVIS, Commanding 


Sirs ; 


Mysore, 


in 


** W'e have had the honor to receive your letters of yes¬ 
terday’s dale.—In that of Lieutenanf.Colonel Davis, which 
f(th.tes, that the communications r*^C4*ived by Lieutenant Old- 
iliali shall be laid before the Honorable the Governor in 
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ronndl l)y to-morrow’s dawk, we have a further aSFiirance 
of Tour f^nipst and honorable desire, to avert the evils 
wljifh mi-'ht uUimately arise, fruin a conjuncture so unprece* 
denN*d and extraordiuaiy. 

With regard to the letter, bearing yonr joint signature, 
in which you comment upon demonstrations on the part of 
the (tarrison, which you denominate Hostiie ; we have the 
honor to state to you, that, in consequence of the re?;fictions 
Tvliich the Mysore Government thought proper to place on 
this Island, it became an imperious and indispensihle duty, 
oil our part, to provide for the subsistence of tlie troops and 
inhabitants in this Garrison and Island; in the view of 
averting the dreadful consequences, wlii^ynight be expected 
to result from a combination of circumswices so novel and 
alarming, as that of a British Garrison being cut ofl‘from 
the means of support, by a power in alliance with the Bri¬ 
tish government,— ind lliis too, at a time when the state of 
the Military, was a subject of reference to the chief aiuho. 
lities of Fort St. Geoige. 

We do not read your expression of Lafe Friends^* 
but with very sensible emotion; as wc canut meet }on in 
the feeling which appears to have dictated it: and wc la- 
ikK'iU exceedingly that you should complain of personal in¬ 
dignities, having been repeatedly oflered to you : while we 
are conscious of no sentiment stronger than respect for your 
characters and public situations, together with our ardent dc- 
si.e to preserve tire ialogrity of ihe British Pow^friu India 

♦ 

We may bo permitted to notice intelligence, -whieh 
has reached ns through various channels, but which wt‘ aje 
anxiously disposed to discredit, (hat the iJewun of Mj sore 
has evinced an inclination, and professed a power, to se¬ 
duce from their fidelity and attachment to llieir Furojieaii 
Olheers, the Sepoys of the Honorable. Company’s army in 
this division. 

“ Although strengthened by the disbelief of tliis extra¬ 
ordinary information, by the known character and Iiilegriry 
of the chief Minister of the Mysore , Govennnent, and lij<< 
uniform attachment to the Biiiish iiiteresis, wo cannot, 
without great apprehension and aux'ety, contemplate the 
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miscVicf that niSy arise, from the report CTcn of such dread¬ 
ful extremities being resorted to.” 

We have the honor to be, Sirs, 

Your most obedient humble servants; 

Seringapatara,) (Signed) ROB. MUNUO, 

Aug. 4, 1809. f Tj. Col, Qd Bat. \bfh 

for himself and Oncers. 

«« D. C. KENNY, Major Comg. U Bat, 

Wh Regt, end Officers, 
“ J. W, FREESE, Major,, for himself and 

Officers of Artillery. 

Judge Advocate^^o you know whether Lieutenant.Co* 
lonel Bell signemHiie pledge of obedience to the Govern¬ 
ment of Fort St. George, and on what day ? 

Ansuer. He did sign it. The paper was carried to the 
Besideiicy by Lieutenant Oldnali, on either the 2d or 3d of 
August. 

Judge Advocate. After the receipt of this pledge of 
obedience, had Lieutenant.Colonel Davis, to your know, 
ledge, any communication with Lieutenant-Colonel Bell ? 

Answer. The only letters I recollect were, one on the 
3d, and one on the Ith of August, 1 believe, until the cor. 
lespondence which occurred, when the Fort was given up 
to the British Government, 

Judge Advocate. Is this the letter addressed on the 3d, 
hy Lieutenant. Colonel Davis to Lieutenant-Colonel Bell ? 
Answer. It is. 

It is read and admitted^ and is as follows^ 

To CoLONEt BELL. 

Sinj 

I thank you for your communications. My heart and 
house and those of Mr. Cole are open to you; and what¬ 
ever arrangement can convenience you, will be readily 
agreed to by yours obediently. 

(Signed) HENRY DAVIS, 

Lieut. Col. Mysore. 

Mysore Residency^ Sd August. 

'j^J^udge Advocate, Did Lieutenant-Colonel Davis, to your 
knowledge, receive any letter from Lieuteaant-ColoneJ lieil 
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on of August, except that one in which the pjecige 
Was forwarded ? . 

Jnszcsr^ 1 cannot say for cerlkin, that there was anothei^ 
letter. 

Judge Advocate. ydii look at this letter, and say, 
whether you recollect LioHtenaiit.Colohel Davis’s receiving 
it, and also if, to the best of your knowledge, it is in the 
hand.writing of DieutenaiU.Colonel Bell ? 

A7isicet\ Colonel Davis did receive that letter, and I 
b^dieve, it is in the hand.writing of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Udl. 

Tlis Prisoner admits if to ie in kis handmzoritins^ 
Ji is ready and ts as follows. 

Seringapatetltl^d Augusty 1609* 
To Tirk Officer CoMMANDiKb in Mysoee. 

Sir ; 

« I have repeatedly reported to you, and giVe my 
ji'on candidly and fairly, respecting what 1 thought woulil 
be the consequence, if the interested views of a few indivi. 
duals at Madras were continued. 1 think I should not fu4 
til the obligation I owe my king, country, and honoralde 
employers, did I hot make another attempt to save British 
India, if possible. I have also the honor to report, from 
the late conduct Of the detachment of His Majesty’s 
80th, that I cannot be answerable for their safety a mo¬ 
ment, as their whole proceedings are seed and made knowii 
to the artillery and sepoys, &c.” 

(Signed) J. BELL, Lieut. Col, Sen. Officer, 

Colonel Davis. 

“ 1 hive written this In a httrry and under great agita 4 
tion.” 

Judge Advocate, Can ydn, from your own knowledge,' 
state any thing further relative to the charge before tlie 

UoUit ? 

Ansicer. 1 had ndt any personal coniniunication with 
any Officer in the b'ort, till the arrival of Captains De 
UaVillaiid and Cadell with the flag of trucc; 

The J Pit ness retires, 

Major Preese of the Madras ArtUlery^ a Witneu /h 
tnpport of the Prosecution^ duly ssform 
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Tht charge is reacf. 

Judge Advocate, Were you ia t!ic Fort ofSeringapai 
taib, during the period stated in the charge ? 

Answer, I was. 

Judge Advocate. Do you know, whether Lleutenant.Co* 
lonel Bell received, on the 30th July, a letter addicssed 
to him On that day, by Lieutenant Colonel Davis, or by the 
Assistant Adjutant General, Captain Webster ? 

Answer, I do not. 

Judge Advocate. Who commanded in the Fort, that 
day ? 

Answer. Lieutenant-Colonel Bell was the Senior OiTi- 
cer; but, I believe, there was a committee, who managed 
the affairs of the Gw^on. 

Judge Advocate.^uid Lieutenant-Colonel Bell know of 
the existence of such a committee ? 

Answer, I don’t know. 

Judge Advocate. If you khow, that a committee Of 
Officers managed the affairs of the Garrieoii, can you say, 
whether (hat committee ever told Lieutcnaut-Colonei Bell, 
that they were the supreme power in that Fort, or com¬ 
municated with him on the subject ? 

Answet. I do not positively know, that there was a 
committee; I only heard so. 

Judge Advocate. Do you know, whether h letter was 
received, on or about the 3d of August, from LicutenanU 
Colonel Davis and the Honorable Mr. Cole, addressed 
to Lieutenant-Culonel Bell and the Officers of the Garri- 
son ? 

Answer.. A letter was received, on or about that time* 

Judge Advocate. To your knowledge, did Lieutenant. 
Colonel Bell read that letter ? 

4 

Answer. 1 never saw or heard him read it. 

Jadge Advocate, Did you see that letter ? 

Answer. I did. 

Judge Advocate, In whose possession was it, when 
you saw it? 

Anszeer. It was given to me, either by Lieutenant. 
Colonel Bell or Captain Cadoll. 

Judge Advocate, Did Lieutenant Colonel Bell ever 
i^te you to understand, that he knew the contents of that 
Utter ? 



er 

As either Lieutenant-Colonel Bell or Capita 
Cadull giivc it to me to read, and there were only ui, 
three present when 1 read it, I concluded he must have 
seen it; and, as well as 1 recollect, some remark was made 
about that expression of our tale friends. 

Judge Advocate. Did Lieutenant-Colonel Bell see the 
reply, that was made to that letter 1. 

Atisivcr. 1 do not know* 

Jjtdge Advocate. As that letter was, addressed to 
Licutcuant-Coionel Beil and the Oificers of the Garrison]^ 
why did he not reply to it ? 

Ansicer. To the best of my recoUcciion, upon my ask^ 
ing that question, it was said, that LieutenanUCoiunel Bell 
hud signed the test. 

Judge Advocate, Did Licutenant2*(«olonel Bell, on tb® 
yceipt of ihat letter, assemble the Officers of the Garrison, 
and inform them, that he lud either signed or intended 
sign I he test ? ^ 

Aji^iscr. Not to ray knowledge. 

Jud^e Advocate. Did he, to your knon ledge, make any 
attempts to induce the Officers under his command, to sign 
the pledge of obedience to Government, and to desist from, 
the line of conduct they were then pursuing ? 

Aiisvser. I can only speak with regard to myself j 
did nut. 1 do not know that he did so with others. 

Question /rom the Court. Were you present, whea 
Lieiitcuant.Colonel Bell signed the pledge ? 

Ansxscr. I was not. 

Question. Was it generally knotyn tlirnughout the 
Gui lisor, on the day of the signature ? 

Ansicer. I cannot speak positively. 

Question. From whom did you receive your orders, du¬ 
ring the period mentioned in the charge ? 

Attsrcee. I do not recollect having received any parti¬ 
cular orders. I looked upon Lioutenant-Colonci Bell as 
my Ucgimcntal Commanding Officer, as 1 before said. 1 
understood, the management of the Garrison was in the 
hands of a committee, until the 5th or 6th of the month of 
>^ugust, I think. 1 am not positive. 

Question. Previous to the 6th or Cth of August, did 
you make any reports or returns to Lieutcaaut-Cctl^tiel 
or during the period in the charge I 
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'Ansteer* All regimental reports were made to Lieii.* 
tenant-Coloael Bell. 

Question, Who gave out the parole and countersign^ 
prertous to the dth of August ? 

Answer, 1 don’t know. I never saw it, but in the or. 
derly book. 

Judge Advocate. At what period, to the best of your 
recollection, in the month of Aui'ust, were the garrison 
orders issued, directing a Field Officer of the day to mount 
on duty I 

Answer, It was earl^ in the month of August. 

Judge Advocate. Did you mount as Field Officer of 
the day, and to whom did you report? 

Amv^er, 1 did, and reported to Lieutenao.t.Colonel 
Bell. 

Judge Advocate. Did you see the garrison orderly hook 
of Scringapaiam, duiitig the period of the charge? 

Answer. 1 don’t recollect that 1 did. 

Judge Advocate. On what day did you first come on. 
duty as Field Officer of the day, to whom did you report, 
and what was the nature of the report you made ? 

Answer. 1 do not recollect the date I first mounted. 1 
reported to Lieutenant.Colonel Bell; apd the nature of the 
report was merely >hc written reports of the Officers of 
the different gate guards, and ^ 

Question from ike Court, by whom was the remark 
made about our late frieiids, when the letter from Mr. 
Cole and Colonel Davis was communicated to yon ? 

Answer.' 1 do not recollect, whether it was Lieutenant. 
Colonel Bell or Captain Cadcli. I might myself have re. 
marked on it. I believe, I did. 

15c JVitness retires. 

Judge Advocate. The next evidence I liave It lay be. 
fore the Court, it a letter from Lieutenant.Colonel, Bell to 
LieutenanUClonel Davis, dated the dth of August. 

J%e Letter is read and admitted^ and the Prim 
soner acknowledges th« signature to be of his hand- 
writing, 

Seringapaiam, 0th August^ 1809, 
To LlEUfEHANxXoXfONEr' DAVIS, 

Commanding in Mysore, 
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SiE ; 

From the present melancholy postnre ®f afTairs^ t 
tltiuk It necessary to lay before you, for the information 
tlio Officer in Command of the Coast Army, and ulti« 
mately to Government; 

That, on my return from furlough in February last, 
1 soon learnt, there ivas a most alarming ferment at ihePre* 
sidoncy by oppositig parties ; and, not being able to form a 
judgment of the case,-I immediately determined not to take 
a decided part, otherwise than giving an opinion when raL 
led on, what was in my conception most lik(dy to bring 
those unhappy dilFereuces to a speedy and amicable tewiii. 
nation. 

Notwithstanding the distressing orders of the ]“t 
May last, and the personal insult cast upon me in consc. 
<juencc, 1 have always continued that line of conduct most 
likely to preyent a loss of Such consequence, as the British 
jnlercstsin India. 

Sinc'i: my arrival in this Garrison, I have not had the 
smallest intimation from any authority, of the objects Go^r 
yeniraeut have really in view.—I have been treated with 
the greatest possible neglect; and, an entire want of that 
confidence, which, 1 should suppose, my conduct, sitiiatioa 
and rank in the service merited, has been ::tudioiisly with^ 
held from me. 

Those circumstances have rendered it impossible for 
me to quiet the minds of the Garvi^on, and to maintain 
that order and discipline, as I have before explained it to 
you, necessary to cany any point into effect, 

“ I hear from all quarters, of preparations making by 
the Mysore Government of an hostile nature, and several 
acts have Mrea-fly been committed by the Mysoreans in 
direct breach of the Mysore treaty. 

“ Voii, Sir, who, during tlie whole transaction, have act. 
ed in the most indirect manner with ipe, Ic^ve not deigned 
to inform me, if such preparations and acts liad the sanction 
of the Supreme Government, or the Government at home ; 
who, 1 presume, are alone empowered to transgress or alter 
any political measure or treaty, in whicli the welfare and 
( 5 af«-ty of the empire is involved j nor has the iiscsidenl 
been mo^e cominuiiicativa than yourself. 



** Thr position of (l/ia Foviross, in (lip ccntnp of;the 
and m the vic.iniiy of its rapilal,‘d<». 
Bi.itiils, that lU'* reasons foi'givinf* it up to the troops of lliat. 
amnlry be kiioAuijand wtli weiglicd, before they are lirft- 
tiied to. 

The seniority c| my rank has cnnsii^ned the Fort ami 
island of Serln^apataui to iny charge aoil defence, and it 
iehoves me, as 1 lave my romitry, and my King, and as 
J vahi" my commisdion am) ciiarae/er, not to reitgn it, un¬ 
til 1 am TKurranled i-o to do by legal untliorily. 

1 have b^en always avvare, that t!»e eon equences of 
idegal «e,t can atket the person v ho coinisnts i! only; 
a;vd when this priniyi'le Jias been so la’-ek i ('Heratmi 
idhron'^ii the nK'dium of ihe (.enerai Orders, to every Olli- 
rer in the army, as hcH by the Matbas (70\eriijiKut, as 
>»y that of Bengal, there would renuiin no exeese for my t on- 
CLuri, were 1, by surrendering tlus place, to ae.‘ so (■irect- 
h’ contrary to those injiiuction«. it ert’ii makes Iik; shud- 
tH- 4 ‘ lo S'.tppo^e, tUal such a step in';ilit involve Uie nation 
fo which 1 tiviong, in a long and sangiuiiury warfare ; an j 
>h,>t i s'lotdd then have jiti^tiy to reproach mysolf with the 
Tt!<tod o»' my brother siddiejy, iVoni inattention lo my «’,iify, 
©r, as souie might suppose, intimidation, 

*■* It may, m timtjr of war, bo e?:ju‘dienl, to ellVct the 
object in -iew, lh;t. an Oi'icer in roimnaml sljoidd act by 
ids own dkrref^rn ; and ho u.ay be v arrante'd in taUnq a 
before, ho has instructions so lo do; or !i< iiiny gue 
wp ft place which has been (aKtn during the i n, ami 

1*5 not vrt fixed by :viy' tVoaly. iSe\ I pre.sirme, it would 
|?e the .ict ef a tiaitor only, to abandon a Fciircs.s of this 
ioipurlance, attached iiy treaty to the ilritisij Ihiijiire, 
trithoiJt legal arihonty : partieuiarly in tiu.es of pio[om«il 
jKface with our neighbours, when tiie delay of a few weths 
ta obtain that aulii •city, cainnl be of couseijui uce. 

“ 1 have tlierelb'c wrirfiii to ih.e Deyvan U’ Mysore, 
wambqg iiim of thr •m»‘t hi* is unwaiiiy led to act. And, 1 
recomutend it to yo'i. Ssr, muJ Mr. Cole, to advise iiim to 
llie-sam'; effeH ; for, voa may K-ly on d, that unless 1 yia 
fatisLed, that ii tin-;‘iHvuCien of the Sujiien.e (jovi'rn- 
jiK'Hi, to deliver oyer 'hk wbiahle j^art oi the British po}>- 
siesspms to a i»>'rei, which, fiorn its fdfuaiion, wesliwiiiii lie 
i):>j''aLuui of. no dtort. no iiHucL yyiii indutc me to op;a 




thi! gates to i<?i troops; atul, however iiioderato I wli<h to 
l)e, if (he aggression on the part of lly- M^sorearis should 
cootinu(% 1 may probably be induced in my own defeuct*j| 
to repel it. 


“ (i app^'.'irs to he of the utmost consequence, that you 
sho::’.;i fonviird, by express 
Lord MiiiLo, anti conuiiu’iic 
hate hi tile i'to dull,.', whit the infeiitious of Goterumeut 


, this letter to ins Lsce|iency 
:ite to me more fidlv (kan vuit 


arc. 


J have the hroior to bO, Str, 

Vonr most oiicdient humble servant, 
(Signed) J. BMLL, Lien!Senior Ojjicer.^* 

AiL'ocate. The next letter is one addressed by 
Ideiitenaiit.Colonel Bell to rurueali, the Desvau of jMy- 
tiUl'C* 


It Ik ^crii!. admitted and ad'uoickd^cd the Prisjn^ 
cr. It is tis folioies. 

To PUHNKAIJ, BAHAUDEn, 

JJtiU'an of Mysoor, 

Tt is with the utmost surprise and ivgjet I have re¬ 
ceived infurniilioa, of^t-ir having broken one of the prin- 
cipa! arti(‘!('ri of the Mvsore treaty with the Honorable 
Company IJahander, witiioutlhe authority and consent of 
file Siiprcme, Governiueni ; and eoninjiilejif various other 
acts, hostile lo their interests, in stopping supplies to tho 
British Garrison in Seriiigapatain, an;j cutting oif ail com- 
niunication with it and the Brilish Government.--If these 
acts of aggression are not iTumediately r< pealed, t shall con¬ 
sider open hostilities to have been comicinced by the Wy- 
poro Government against the Honorable Company Bahau- 
der.” 

^Signed) J. BELL, if. Col. Sen. OjficCT* 


A tnre copy. 

(Signed) G. CADELL, To:sn Majot. 

The rephi io that Ldi^r is no:e read, admitted 
ikcluwulcd^H’u by tlie' Pi isvner. L ts as J 




Sir ; 

, “ 1 have received your letter, and understand the con¬ 
tents thereof. 1 have to acquaint you, that the Governor 
General appointed a llesideiit in Mysore, on the re-esta¬ 
blishment of the ilajah to the musnud^ in whose charge he 
is entirely placed.—All that has been done, has been by 
bis order, and I beg to refer ybd to him. Should he give 
brders to the contrary, they shall be obeyed.** 

(Signed) P'URNEAH. 

A true Translation. (Signed) G. CADELL, 

Town Major, 

The ne^, is another letter to the Minister, dated the gth 
August, which is read, admitted and acknowledged by the 
Prisoner. It is as follows. 

^(Copy.) Serihgapaiatkf %th August^ 1809. 

To STREEMUNT PURISEAlf, 

DewttiiJ 

** Since (he receipt of your letter, various reports hava 
reached nle, of yqir having, in addition to your former 
aggression, caused the persons of European OlKcers and 
Native troops to be seized; even individuals going on 
furlough, to see their familitft—All this has been done by 
your orders, in spite of treaties, good faith, and tho sight 
of God. 

I consider these additional insutts offered to the Bri¬ 
tish Government, and the Honoiabie Company Bahauder; 
and i feel myself, iu Honour bodnd^ to seize on all your 
people in this Fort, and to place under restraint, until 
inch time as I receive orders from the Governor General, 
to release them, or, that by a change in your cbriduct, I 
bhall be induced tO alter my opinion of your iuteutioiis to¬ 
wards this Fortress. 

1 have likewise given orders, to detain all property be- 
ionging to the Rajah, or to yourself, in this Fort; that, if 
you should commence the blockade, and not supply the 
Garrison with the means of subsistence, I may ha||i ros 
bonii^ to that property for the time being. 
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Should howeyer^ zuj of it be conrerted to the use of 
the Garrison, it shall he’reafter be regularly accounted for,’* 

(Signed) J* BELL, 

LieutenunimColonel Senior 0£icer» 

Dispatched the 9lh August. 

A true Copy. 

(Signed) GEORGE CADELL, 

Toten Major, 

The reply to that letter is now read, admitted and ac« 
hnowlcdged by the Prisoner, 

Jt is as follows, 

“To CoLowEi J. BELL. 

SiRi 

“ I hare received your letter, and observe the contents 
of it. I take the liberty to acquaint you, that I have no 
authority to do any thing myself; and that, when the My. 
sore country was delivered over to the Rajah of Mysore 
and when he was placed upon the throne of Mysore a 
Resident was appointed over the Circar of Mysore.* I 
have conducted myself agreeably to his orders from that 
time, and have neither written to, or received letters of¬ 
ficially, from any other Gentleman. 1 have not broken 
the treaty ; and, with respect to the houses and property 
of the Rajah, my own, and his servants in the Port they 
were kept there by the aiiihority of the Governor Gene, 
ral and General Wellesley ; and since, by that of Colonei 
Davis, and Mr. Cole, now Acting Resident. The orders 
from those two Gentlemen I consider the same as those of 
the Governor General, and I hope to conduct myself to 
their satisfaction. I have informed them of the contents 
of your letter; they will report it to the Governor Gone, 
ral. I have never before seen two authorities in the Bri¬ 
tish Government, and supposed there w ould be but cue 
and still think so; our houses and property in the Fort, are 
the property of the Lord of Bengal. We are all ui|der 
bis pro.ecUouj and 1 hava conducted myself to his satis* 
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op 16 this day, and will, I trust, eenihme to do SO 
In future. 

I have nothing more lo add.” 

(Signed) PURNEAH. 

A true translation. 

G. CADELIi, 

ToTsn Major, 

The Court adjourns till 10 o'clock tomorrow morning. 


FRIDAY, THE 17th »ay of NOVEMBER, 1809. 

The Court met^ imrsuant to adjournment. 
Members all present. 

Judge Advocate, The next letter I have to lay before 
the Court, is one addressed on the 8th of August, by Lieu. 
tenant.Coloiiei Holl to Lieutenant-Colonel Davis. It is 
ready admitted and acknomkdged btf the Prisoner ^and 
is as follows, 

Seringapafamy ^ih Augusty 180P', 
To Lieutexant-Coj-o:jel DAVIS, 

Commanding in Mj/soor, 

Siu ; 

As I continno irt the detcrniinatron expressed in mf 
letter to^you, of the filli instant, of not surrendering this 
Fort, nliatertr atticks may be made upon it; and, as I 
have nitiiin tliese two days rereived a report of an accession 
of European troops (o' the forces likely to move against 
this place, I fi nd myself under the necessity of securing the 
island against any possible surprise, by cutting the bridges 
on tbc Cauvery, which it is now my intention tv uO. But, 
as the Snperiiitendirrg Engineer has given his opinion, that, 
after ending the abutment of bridges of that construction, 
jn tbc present state of the river, there is scarcely a possibility 
that they should stand; unwilling to injlOlvc our Govern, 
ment or that of Mysore into unnecessary expcnce, 1 have 
deemed it fit to make you this statement, that you may 
avert the calamity arising from the destruction of those 
edifices, by pledging yourself, a« well as Mr, Colejtlv^ 




^'Ctlng Resident, and Parneah Bahauder, the Mysore jOe^ 
wan, on your words of honor, that, until an answer is re^ 
ceired from the Right Honorable Ijord Minto, Governor 
General, to my letter to yon aboTe-mentiooed, nO' forc& 
shall attempt to pass to the island, or, by their approach to 
those aTeiiues, cause any alarm to the Garrison j that also, 
until that time, the Sepoys of the several guards at My. 
sore, &e. belonging to the corps here, shall not be tam^ 
pered with, or ajiy further measures taken to prevent thei^ 
joining, if they chuse it." 

1 have the bonc^r to be, 

Sib, 

Your humble servant,^ 
(Signed) J. BELL, LieutemnUCohnel^ 

, Senior Officer,' 

Judge Advocate. I now lay before the Court, a letter 
addressed on the 9th of August, by Lieutenant.Colonei Bell 
to the Bight Honorable Lord Minto, Governor General. 

It is read, admitted and acknowledged the Prisoner; 
ptd is as follows, 

Scringapatam, 9/h August, 1809» 

>|'o Uis Exc£j:l£Ncy, Tug Right Uonoiiabi.u Gilbert 
Lord Minto, 

Governor General, ^'c. S^e, 

Fori St. George, 

My Lord j • 


It is with the utmost compunction, that T address 
your Loidship out of the usual channel,—an expedleut I 
never would have recourse to, were I not dictaicri to by 
the laost imperious circumstances. I have used every ciu 
deavour to obtain Colonel David’s confidence, as well as 
that of the Honorable Mr. Cole, Acting Resilient, but to 
no purpose, in order to learn, what are the real intentions 
of Governgient in regard to this place. 

‘‘ After having for several days, observed preparallons 
of an hostile nature round this place, and having been giv- 
en to understand from various quarters, that the whobvof 
(he Mysore forces and resources were about to be em* 
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ployed to redaee this Fortress, without being able to as* 
certain the authority for such lueasures, further than 
that they were encouraged and supported by the Acting 
Resident, and by the Officer Commanding the forces iti 
Mysoor; I addressed a letter to LicutenauUColonel Da. 
vis on the subject, and in that letter 1 communicated my 
determination to resist whaierer force might appear be. 
fore this place, until 1 was satisfied that the breach of the 
Mysore i'reaty had the approbation of the Supreme Go. 
Yernro'’nt. 

“ Colonel Davis has not deigned to reply *o my letter. 
I likewise wrote to the D^'wan of Mysore, iva ning him of 
the consequence of the conduct he was induced lo pursue ; 
in order to avoid, if possible, the spilling of blood. But his 
answer was far from satisfactory. 

Your Eicellency will perceive in my letter of the 
8th instant to Lieutenanti,CoIonel Davis, a further endea. 
Your to prevent mischief, by informing that Officer of my 
intention, in the event of an European force ce.operathig 
with the troops of the Dewan aglinst this place, to cut the 
bridges over the river,..-a measure which might occasion the 
total destruction of those edifices. 

Copies of all these letters 1 have now the honor to 
forward for your Excellency’s consideration, together with 
one to Mr. Smith, the Paymaster, which he hasnottre. 
plied to, and another to the Dewan of Mysore, in conse. 
quence of a great number of small guards and other detach, 
ed parties of Native troops having been seized, disarmed 
and corifihed by his orders. I therefore trusi, your Ex¬ 
cellency will honor me with your commands, and instruct 
me in the line of conduct I am to pursue in this difficult 
pass, so as not to endanger the country, or to commit tho 
character of the British arms. 

I have tlie honor to be, My Lord, 

Your Lordship's most obedient 

and bumble servant, 

(Signed) J. BELL, Lieut, Col, Sen, OjHcer,** 
lOih August 1809, P. M. 

P. S. Since writing the above, an encampment has 
been formed to (he north cast of this place, at the distance 
of about miles, i have not yet been able to ascer. 
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tain wliat force it is, bnt suppose it to be tlie Ktirop^a^ 
corps from IJaagalore.—Kvery thing here is in reaaintsi 
for the defence 1 am determined to make, until 1 receive 
your Excellency’s instrnctions* 

(Marked) J. B.’* 

3udge Advocate. I have now to lay before the Court 
three Jelters, together with the pledge of obedience sigiu-d 
by Jjieuienanl.Colonel R«'l! ; nil of wliicli have heeit 
alluded to in the course of the proceedings; but, from not 
having received them until lust night, it lias not been iii 
my poiver to introduce them In the order of tiLie, iu which 
they would naturally bland. 

Theij arc rcailp admitled and uchioxdcd^cd hy 
ib isoner. 

MY DE4R SIR, 

You having in the conference of this day expressfd 
a feeling of discontent, under the idea that Vour order* 
would not be obeyed in this Garrisou. I have ihc* pleasmse 
to assure you, that every order from you shall be obeyed 
which does not involve the safety of the Company’s Offj* 
cers.—Whaiever may be their actions in the present im« 
portiiTit and emergent crisis, the whole of the OHicers ar^e 
anxious to assure you of their unalterable respect aud 
esteem. 

CoLOMEL Davis. (Signed) J. Bell, 

Serinsapatam^ 31f^ Sidy, 1800.” 

MY wear colonel. • 

‘‘ You must be perfectly aware of the state of the gar% 
rlson, which 1 reported to you long since; and it is at the 
peril of n»y freedom to open any public comujuiiicaeion. 

1 am, my dear Colonel, Your’s sincerely, 

(Signed) J, BKLL.” 

We the undersigned Officers of the Jlonorahio (hmi- 
pany’s Service, do in the most solemn mai;!i<‘r doedare 
upon our word of honor, as British Oilicers, that wc wiU 
obey the orders and support the authority of the Hono¬ 
rable the Governor iu Council of Fort Siiint G(or;:(\ 

» 7 

agreably to the tenor of the Commisbiou which we hold 
from that Government. 

(Signed) J. BKLL, Lieut. Col, 




0e0ngapafam^ Jugust, 1800 .” 

To LiEOTEN*.NT-COLONKt DAVIS, 

Commanding in M^soori 

Sis, 

I have the honor to transmit to you the denlarationa 
of the Oflicprs of this Garrison, which I am sorry to say 
hare now fully proved what 1 fortuetly stated to you.” 


(Signed) J, BELL, Lt, Col. Art, 

Sen, Officer, 

B. I sha!l remain her‘^, while there is hope left 
of doing good, excepi 1 rrceive orders from you to the 
contrary.— The detachment ol the 80th, 1 have been com¬ 
manded to direct, should march to bangalore. On enquiring 
the cause, I w'as informed it was occasioned by the con¬ 
duct of Colonel Forbes at C annanure. 

(Signed) J, BELL.” 

Lienlenant Colonel Gibbs of II. M. bOtk Regiment^ 
a iyit7iess in support of the Proseeutiouy dul^ sieorn. 

The charge is read. 

Judge Advocate. Did you receive any orders to nnrrh 
any body of troops to Seringapatam, in the mouth of Au¬ 
gust last ? 

Jnsrssr. Yes. 

Judge Advocate. From v;hoin ? 

Anizeer. From Colonel Davis commanding the division; 
and also faom the Quarter Master (leneral of the arm>. 

Judge Advocate, '^tat was the strength of your de¬ 
tachment, fts to corps ? 

Anszeer. H, M. 2.61 h Dragoons, 8 companies of 11. M. 
59tli Regiment (when 1 first inarched,) 8 companies of the 
1st Battalion of the 3.1 Native Infantry, the 5th llegimc*i!,i 
of Native Cavalry, with the exception of two troops left 
at this station. Tim Dragoons, Cavalry, and sytfa Regi, 
ineiit had <heh’ guns. 

Judge Advomte, When did you arrive before Seringa¬ 
patam ? 

Answer. I arrived before Seringapatam, on the even- 
hig of the lOlh of August. 

Jt^^dge Advocate. W.:? tho force under your command 
either streiigtheued or decreased, at the period of yqur ar¬ 
rival i 
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binder the command of Major M’Leod^ had been detached 
to M)sore. 

Judge Advocate, Will you desciibe, to the beit of 
your lecollectioa, the nature of the position you took up i 

Anszeer, 1 encamped, by positive orders from Colonel 
Davis, with the Locaney in iny front;—the center of my 
camp was ont he high road, leading to Seringapatam my 
lift was opposite the Caragliaut Hill, and near to tho 
river. On my right the ran round, and in my 

rear was a nullah^ with deep paddy fields, between the 
nullah and my camp.—I was about a mile and three quar. 
ters by the road from the Fort, ami, in a dire(£l line from 
the Fort, eould be reached by cannon shut. 

Judge Advocate. Did you, on the muining of the llth, 
order any part of your force under arms, and, if so, for 
w hat purpose I 

Ammer, Un the morning of the llth, between 10 and 
li o'clock, 1 heard firing, mid ordered a palrole of Dra.. 
goons to recunnuilre, to ascertain what the tiring might be. 
Almost immediately after, two of the Silledar horse, be¬ 
longing to his Highness the llajah of M}soro, came to my 
tent, and reported the Haltaliims from Ohittledroog were 
approaching ; that they had born engaged with them ail 
the morning, and had two men killed, .iiid three horses. 
I ordered the line to turn out immediately, and formed 
my advance, consisting of one sqiMdron of L. D., light 
company ot the Mbh Regiment, and 1 sit pounder under 
the command of Major Carden of II. M. Dragoonu. 
ilaving made my disposition for the troops, and security 
of my Camp, 1 joined the advance. Almost directly as we 
got on to the Ohittledroog road, 1 saw the llattalions from 
l-hiltledroog take a bye road, to ihe right. 'J’hey were 
followed by a large bodyot Silletlar horse.—I attempted, 
with the advance, w .oca liad Uu n lw*eii joined by another 
squadron of Dragoons and the Grenadiers of the 59th, te> 
cross upon these Hattalions j but was prevented by a 
■very deep nullah impassable for a gun. I therefore or¬ 
dered Major Carden, with the two squadrons of Dragoons, 
and the six pounder, to follow these Battalions by th* 
route they had taken, and, to prevent bloodshed, to scad 
onward an Ufiiccr, with a white liag, inlornsing the Of- 
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Iceif wild migltfc command these Battalrons, that t could 
not admit of their adfancin;; towards Scringapatam that 
I was there with 11. M. 2^th Dragoons. 59th Regiment 
hod part of the Honorable Company’s troops,—but that I 
would allow them to return.—I beg leave to say, I had 
not, at that time, received atiy orders from Government how 
1 was to act, or from Colonel Davis, further, than to 
prevent thoso troops coming into Scringapatam.—My last 
orders to M.i)or Carden were, for God’s sake oveitake 
those Ilattc ions, aiul send a flag of truce to them. They 
were tiicu retiring in coiiiusian, and keeping up a slack 
Bre oil the Sillcilar hors*. I attempted with the two 
Rank companies of the 59ih Regiment to head them ; but 
tlie gror.nd was so bad, and so intersected vtiihnuUahs^ 
that i did not arrive at a very deep nullah opposite 
Webb’s inoiiument., until (he bnsincsb was over. During 
these Irunsartions, several shots were tired at us from the 
Fort of SeringujiaUm. It was reported to me by Capt. 
Dean ofH. M. 0;Hh Dragoons, who was left in charge of 
the camp, (hat a body of troops had tiiarched out of the 
f^arrisQii with 10 pieces of caution, apparently to attack 
the camp. 

Judgo Advocate. After the business you have described 
was over, did you return tt) your camp ? 

Jnsi^cr. Yes, irnmediaUily. 

JmhjS Advocate. How long did you remain in the posU 
tion you had taken up, and why did you move from it ? 

Ansiacr, On the night of the lUh, or morning of the 
12th, (it was by iny watch half past 12 o’clock,) a heavy 
iMnnonade and bombardment comaieiiced on our camp. 
The bin 11s appeared to come from the pettah of Ganjam, 
♦!k: shot from the Fort or from the glacis of the Fort. 
Tin* fire Ijisted for about 20 minutes; 1 believe, ceased for 
about iO or 15 minutes; and commenced again; it then 
lasted pel hups a (piarter of an honr. 1 am speaking to 
the best ut my knowledge, lor 1 did not time it.<~OnthU 
iii'e, A was obliged to alter my position. 

Jud^e Jdct'caie. Were any of your detachment either 
killed or wounded ? 

Answer. There were no casuaHies in the Infantry Bri* 
j;ade ; in the Light Dragooup, two horses on the outlying 
picket were kiUedj««-yue of them ou the spot, and tvro so 
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wounded in (heir loins, ns to b« obliged to be shot nett 
inorring;—1 horse belonging to an Officer^ Captain Faw^. 
cet, was woanded so severely, that he was afterwards 
shot;--and I belonging to Lieutenant Wade 25th Dragoons 
was slightly wounded1 Grass-cutter killed and 1 
wounded ; and some few tents were a good deal torn, by 
the bursting of the shells. 

The. fVilness reitret. 

Lieutenant Rahion^ 11. M, ^5th Light Dragoons^ a 
IViiness in support of the Prosecution^ dulp sworn. 

The charge is read. 

Judge AdtorMte. Were you with your Regiment^ 
on the IKIi ofla^t August? 

Answer. I was» 

Judge Advocate. Where was the Regiment ? 

An sicer. lleforc Soringapalam. 

Judge Advocate. Were you on duty, at Uny time during 
the day or night of (ho 11 (h ? 

Answer. 1 was Subaltern Olficer of the outlying picket^ 
on the night of the lUh. 

Judge Advocate. Do you know, whether any shots 
were fired from the Fort of Seringapatam, during the 
night of the 1 Itb or mt^rning of the I2th ? 

Answer. About 2 o'clock at night, as near as I could 
guess, a filing of shot and shells commenced from the 
Fort and neighbourhood, in the direction of our Camp ; 
which lasted about 40 minutes altogetberj-^-I had no means 
of ascertaining the exact length of time. • 

Judge Advocate, Were any men or horses of the out¬ 
lying picket either killed or wounded by atiy of these 
snots ? 

Answer. Two of the horses were so severely wounded, 
that they were obliged to be shot next morning ;->*uo men 
hurt by the shot. * 

Judge Advocate. Can you say, whether any ShrapnclS 
shells were thrown from the Fort? 

Answer. I cannot say. 

The J fitness retires. 

Judge Advocate. I shall now lay before the Court, a 
letter, dated the 12tb of August, and addressed by Lieute* 



nant.Colonel Bell to the Right Honorable Lord Mlnto. 


Jtisread^ admitted and acknoTsUdged by the Prisoner, 
It is as foiioies, 

Seringapatam^ 12M August 1809. 

To Ills ExcctLENGir, Tii£ Right Honorable Gilbert 
Lord Minto, 


Governor General, SfC, Sfc. 

Port St, George* 

MY lord; 

I am sorry to inform your Lordship, tbaf, yesterday, 
so contrary to the wisli 1 had frequently expressed to 
Colouul Daris of avoiding bloodshed, I was witness to a 
most distressing scene, without being able to avert the 
calamity. 

The approach of some of the Company’s Native 
troops, was descried at about 11 o^clock in the fore, 
noon, harrassed and hard pressed by a largo body of 
Poornea’s troops. 1 endeavoured to cover them by the 
guns of the Garrison, but they still proved too far 
i was surprized shortly after to observe some European 
Cavalry and Infantry, who had arrived the evening 
before, advance towards thorn; aud still more, when 
the foiincr were said to have given the signal to the enc. 
thy to charge the Native Infantry; themselves joining 
/ in the general havoc-k, in a most determined and iiiliumait 
manner.—The Sepoys were soon ronted, and every man 
would (irobabiy have been put to the sword, had nut 
some of them found their safety in a deep nullah ; these 
made their escape to the Fort; aud the wounded have 
been brought in. 

These troops have proved to be pait of the 1st 
of the 8th, and 1st of the 15th N. I., coming from 
ChlMledroog.—I have nut yet been able to ascertain the 
number of casualties ; but, 1 fear, they are above two hun« 
tired.—^Thc force employed against them is estimated at 
three thousand men, besides the Europeans. 

Among the Olliccrs, Captain Mackintosh of the 1st 
of the Sth is missing, and said to be wounded severely. 
—Every assistance has been afforded those unfortunate 
corps, and means taken to restore their confidence. 
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“ When the Europcani aboTe-mtnlioned arrired and 
encamped before thia place, 1 endeaToured, by sendiu; 
oHi the Field Officer of the day, to communicalc with 
them; but to no purpose; and, as they had taken up a 
))Osition, near one of the principal fords, wliicilt made 
me suspicious of (heir intentiona, I deemed it necessary 
to make them more off, by sending a feir shells into their 
camp. I should, however, have avoided this act of bos-, 
lility, had not the conduct of that force been outragcoui 
in the morning,—a circumstance which demonstrated their 
boslile detenninatioH, and which, for tho safety of this 
place, obliged me to take these precautions. 

The force moved off this evening towards Dangalore^ 
but probably only with the iutentioii of crossing over to 
Mysore. 

It is not for me, to comment on these transactions 
1 have merely stated facts for your Excellency’s infuima. 
tion. But 1 cannot help repeating my astonishment, at 
Colonel Davis’s conduct towards me, after 1 had signed 
the declaration, and assured him was ready to obey any 
legal order; and at his thus persevering in forcing thii 
garrison to extremity, by every means in his powerj and 
not even replying to iny letters. 

“ I wait your Excellency’s, arrhal at Madras, withi 
impatience, that 1 may learn what course 1 am to pursue. 

1 have before had the honor to state to your Lord. 
* ship, the occurrences which have taken place here; but, as 
the regular cour&c of the tappal has been interrupted, your 
Excellency may not have received my coiamuuittatiou, 

1 have the honor to be, 

My I^ord, 

Your Lordship’s mostobcdicut 
humble servant, 

(Signed) J. BELL, Lieutenant•Qohnelj 

Htnior Officer 

Lieutenant Colonel Gibbs is again called inU Court, 

Judge Advocate, Did any Officer from the Fort of 
Seringapatam, wait upon you at any time during the day 
«f the 11th of August? 

Ansieer, No, 
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Judge Advocate, Did fou receive any communicaticui 
from the Fort, on that, or the following day? 

Answer, On tho morning of the 1 Ith, just as the SiU 
ledar horse I have befbre mentioned, came to my tent, a 
Soldier of the 59th gave me a note, which, he said, he had 
received just at the side of Laconej/^ begging it might be 
brought to me. 

The Judge Advocate here gives the Witness a paper, and 
asks him if it is the note, lie says, the !>ur|iort of the note 
is the same, but he cannot say positively whether it is tho 
Tcry note he received. 

Judge Advocate, Can you, to the best of your recol¬ 
lection say, what the purport of the note was ? 

Answer, To demand a conference. 

Judge Advocate, Did yoijp at any time during the 
period stated in the charge, accede to that demand ? 

Answer. I did not; but I was desired by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Davis to write a letter, saying to Lieuteu int-Co. 
lonel Bell aud theOificers of the Garrison, he would agree 
to a conference. 

Judge Advocate. Is the paper 1 now give you, a true 
copy of the letter you wrote ou the occaalou ? 

Answer, It is. 

It is read^ admitted^ and acknowledged by the Pri* 
toner. 

To LlEllTENAKT CoLONEL BeLC AND THE OfFICEllS 

IK Sejiikgapatam. 

Campj 13/A August^ 1809, 

Gemtlemek ; 

** I had the honor of receiving your Letter 
of the 11th instant, which { judged it my duty immedi. 
ately to transmit to the OMcer Commanding the Division. 
Lieutenaut-Colonel Davis has since arrived in camp, aud 
assumed the immediate command; and he has directed me 
to say, that he will most readily meet any conference ;»<-for 
which purpose, any two Officers chosen from your body, 
shall be met half way between Seriugapatam and the camp 
at any time tomorrow, by two Officers whom Lieutenant. 
Colpael Davis will appoint, each party pledging itself for 
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the *afe return of those OfRccrs/’ 

1 have the honor to be, Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) S. GIBBS, Lkutenant-Colonel S9ih Regiment, 

A true copy, 

GEORGE CADELL, Town Mi^or. »» 

Judge Advocate. It this the answer yon received to that 
letscr ? 

Answer. This is the letter I received in answer. 

2t is ready admiitedy and acknowledged by the Prisoner, 

“ Seringapatam; I3th August 1809, 
■| past 4 o'clock p, m. 
To LlEUTESfANT-CotONE^GIBBS, 

Commandmg IL M, 59th Regiment^ 

Sir ; <$*c, SfC, 

“ I have had the honor of receiving your letter of this 
date, and have to inform you, that two Officers of (hit 
Garrison will be sent, tomorrow morning at 10 o’clock, 
to the 4 mile stone on the Bangalore road, to meet the 
two Othceri Colonel Davis may think fit to depute ihi. 
ther. 

“ This U the pledge for the safety of your Officers, and 
your letter above.mentioned is considered in the same light 
towards those of this Garrison. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Y our most obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) JOHN BELL, Lieutenant.Colonel^ 

^ Senior Officer. 

P, S. I consider your letter a pledge for the My¬ 
soreans also aot molesting our Officers, while on that de- 
putaiiou.” 

Judge Advocate. Who were deputed by Lieutenant. 
Colonel Davis, to meet the two Officers from the Fort ? 

Answer. Lieuteuant.Culonel Adams and myself. 

Judge Advocate. Slate to the Court whether you met 
any Ollicers from the Fosit, where, and what passed dur* 
iug the coufcience ? 
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An-i^cr, On the morning of the 14th, »t 10 o’cloclc, 
LioutcnaiitColonel Adams and myself, at the 4 mile stone, 
mot Lieutenant-Colonel Mnoro and Captain DcHavilland, 
bearing a Flag of Truce. They were accompanied by 
Lieutenant VValkerof the 8th Native Infantry, but who did 
not come to the conference. We informed those Officers, 
that we were deputed by Lieuteiiant-Colonel Davis, and 
shewed our authority in writing. 

The IVitness here gives in the authority^ which is read 
and admitted, and is as follows. 

“ The Officers of the Garrison in Seringapatani having, 
on the 11th instant, requested a conference with lieutenant 
Colonel Gibbs, I have, after mature cousidef^a^nj deter, 
mined to comply with their request, and 1 hereby depute 
Lieutenant Lolonel Gibbs of 11. M* 59th Regiment and 
Jieuicnant-Coionel Adams of H. M. 25th, Dragoons, to 
meet any two Officers whom l|le Garrison of iseritigapatam 
may think proper to depute, for the purpose of holding 
a confetenee. I am induced to take this measure, from an 
iarn(!st desire to prevent a further effusion of blood, and 
10 |)uta stop to the many horrid consequences which are 
io bo apprehended from a continuance of the existing stale 
of affairs in SeriUgapatam. 

(Signed) HENRY DAVIS, 

Lieut. Col. Comg* Mysore* ** 

Camp ; ) 

August 14, 1809. J 

Lieutenant-Colonel Gibbs continues his statement. 

We demanded their’s.-Capfain De llavilland replied, 
that Colonel Hell had not thought it requisite, or had not 
furnished them with one. He then went on to say, they 
had nothing to prop#c ; had been deputed to meet, be¬ 
cause we wished it j—that Scringapatain could not, would 
not be surrendered, to the authority of Licutcnant*Co- 
lonel Davis, or to the authority of Sir (ieorge Harlow ; 
that there was no authority in India, to whom it would be 
giveti up, but to that of the Governor General; ^at Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel Hell, sooner than surrender it to any other 
authority, would die under its walls, or peiish in its riu 
ins; one of those expressions was made use of. After 
this positiic and solemn dcciaraUon from the Offices, 
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officially deputed to. meet us> I Iiad nothing to ofTcr* 
They then demanded os to pledge oorselves, that a letter 
addressed to the Gorernor General of India, should pass 
our Camp in safety; which we pledged ourselves, it 
should. We separated, shortly after this. 

The Witneu retires, 

LkutsnanfmColonei Adams of his Majesty^s ^5th Dra^ 
goofis^ a IVitness in support of the Prosecution^ dul^ 
sworn. 

The charge is read. 

Judge Advocate, Were you deputed by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Davit, the Officer commanding in Mysore, to¬ 
gether with Lieulcnaut.Colonel Gibbs, to meet two Offi¬ 
cers from the Garrison of Seringapatam, at any time dur¬ 
ing the period stated in the |^arge ? 

Answer, 1 was, on the 14th August. 

Judge Advocate, State (o the Court, whether you met 
any Officer from the Fort, when, and what passed ? 

Answer. I met Lieutenant.t'olonel iVltiiiro and Cap. 
tain De Ilavilland, between 10 and 11 o’clock, on tho 
morning of the 14(h. Lieiitenant.Colonel Gibbs shewed 
the authority by which w« met, from Licateiuint<Culoiiul 
Davis, and asked if they had any written authority from 
Lieutenant.Colunel Beil. Captain De ilavilland said, 
LieutenanUColonel Bell did not think it necessary to give 
them any written authority; but, that he was .lulhorized by 
Lieutenant.Coloiiel Bell to state, that he did not consider 
the authority of Sir George Barlow or Colonel Davis, suf¬ 
ficient to authorize him to give up the Fort of Scringapa- 
tam ; and that he would deliver It up to none but the (^o. 
vernor General; that he would ratlip be buried under its 
ruins than do it, or some words to that effect. 1 don’t 
recollect the exact words. Captain De llaviHanil then 
asked, if we would allow a letter to be sent to the Camp, 
from Lieutenant.Colonel Bell to the Governor General, 
to be forwarded by tappal from thence, as there was no 
tappal from the Fort. Lieutenant.Colonel Gibbs and 
myself promised, it should be forwarded to the Governor 
Geuerai, I don’t recollect any thing further that passed. 

The Witness retires. 
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Lwitennnt Hrove^ H. M, 80/A Hegment^ a fViiness 
in support of (he Prosecution^ dulkf smni. 

The charge is read. 

Judge Advocate, Were yon, on any day dariaj^ th« 
month of August, the hearer of a Flag of Truce from 
Lieutenant-Colonel Oavis to the Garrison of Seringapa* 
tain ? 

Jvsrscr, I was, on the 13th of August last. 

J udge Advocate, Did you get admittance into the F oril 

Answer, I did. 

Judge Advocate, For whom did you ask? 

Answer, For the Commandant of the Garrison. 

Judge Advocate. Who were you introduced to, as 
Commanding Officer of the Garrison ? 

Answer, Lieu tenant-Colonel Bell. 

Judge Advocate. State what passed ? 

Answer, 1 was shown up to the room where Lieufe. 
ttant-Colonel Bell was, by Captain Pearce of the Avtillery. 
1 ilelivered to Lieutenant-Colonel Bell a letter, which 1 had 
tcceiTed from Lieutenant-Colonel Gibbs, On delivering the 
letter to Lientenanl-Colonel Bell, he made an observation, 
that he wished it were in abetter cause.—He stated, that he 
had written to Colonel Davis frequently, and that he had 
never deigned to answer him ; and that he had particularly 
requested Colonel Davis to withdraw the troops, until an 
answer from Lord Minto had arrived, relative to some 
paper that had been sent to him.—Colonel Bell then said, it 
appeared to him, as if H. M. or the King’s troops wished 
to take possession of the country, I answered him, (hat 
IBs Majrstj’s troops were loyal subjects, or words to that 
elk'Ct; and that 1 Btqught it an extreme odd thing ^or hint 
to state to me. 1 Inwo more conversation with Lieute. 
nanf-Colonel Bell, tmit I recollect. 

Judge Advocate, Do you know, whether any of the 
bridges on the island were in any way damaged or broke ? 

Answer, I do.—I know, that both the Bangalore and 
Mysore bridges were broke ; the Bangalore was broken 
down the day I arrived. I passed over on a platform. 

1 cannot say, on what day the Mysore bridge was broke 
down* 


The jntness rc/im. 



Judge Advocate. I nov submit to the Court two let- 
tprs, iiiidfir date the 15th and 17th of Au^just, addressed 
by Lieuteuant-Coloiiel Beil to the Right Honorable Lord 
Mitilo. 

I'heff are read, admitted, and acknmledged by 
the Prisoner; and, agreaj^ to his wish, the Papert 
iUluded to Ihrerein, are also inserted, except the returns, 

Seringapatam ; August 15, 1809. 

MT LORD ; 

“ Since 1 hud the lioBor to address your Lordship on 
the ISMi instant, I received a letter from LieutenanUCo. 
lone! Gibbs, of which No* 1 enclosed is a copy.—»Tho 
note alluded to therein, was one sent in by the Field OtHcor 
of the day, on the morning of the lltb, soliciting a t^n. 
f< ronce with the Otficer Commanding; the force, which badi 
encamped under the guns of the Riand; bat which had 
not then heeti listened to. 

Although the movement of that force sereral miles 
oflT, did away the inimediato object of the conference, i 
thought it expedient, that two OlHcers should meet thos# 
sent by Colonel Davis, as well to inform the Officers of 
that force^ of iny intention to maintain this Garrison until 
1 should be honored by yoiif Lordship’s commandf, as tn 
explain nhy their camp had been fired on, the night of tho 
Hlii, and to a<!sure those Officers of xny earnest wisll 
that no blood should be spilt. 

“ The Officers selected for this meeting by Colonel 
Davis, were Lieutenant-Colonel Gibbs of His Majesty’i 
59th, an<l Lieutenant-Colonel Adams of His Majesty’i 
25th Light Dragoons ; those by this Garrison, were Liett* 
t« naut-Colonel Munroofthe 9d Battalion 15th Nativo 
Infantry, and Captain De Uavilland $t the Engineers* 

“ In the interim, the Officers of the corps lately routed 
bad drawn up a statement, of the unfortunate occurrences 
before related to your Lordship^ as seen from the walls of 
the Garrison ; which paper was given to Lieutenant-Co. 
lonels Gibbs and Adams‘and Lieut,.Col. Gibbs, whO’ 
commanded the European troops on that occasion, returned 
a statement of his own, which he signed and pledged hia 
honor to. Copies of these two papers are here inclosed, 
for your Lordship’s consideration; and although, at a 
first view, they do uot appear to coincide exactly, it may 



be taken for granted^ that the lotehtions of both parties 
were, not to gi?e the Jint blow ; nor will It perhaps ev^r 
be determined, which actually did. It may be a qucBlion, 
whether what Mr. Jeffreys heard, in a scene of such 
confusion was, io Jire^ or, not to firt !—at the same 
time Mr. Jeffreys’ wound stands in evidence; but ho 
might hare reGslTed that wound atctientnily ; either Trom 
the Sepoys« or Trom people! One thing is 

hewever certain, that, had the Europeans not appeared^ 
the Silledar horsO would not hare successfully cut in up* 
on the Battafioni. 1 —>lt may also be added, that it is aU 
most impossible, that two armed forces should ever come 
in contact, without striking a blow, however willing they 
may be to avoid it; particularly, when almost under the 
guns of a garrison, which, under every circumstance, 
was the most improper place to attempt stopping the pro. 
gress of those corps.—1 have before lamented this catas. 
trophe; but I hope, whatever may have been the views of 
the Madras Government, it was not 4o see the blood of 
miy of the troops shed; and that a repetitloa of such 
scones will merer occur. 

1 shdi add, that, at the Same thne liieotenarit-Colo. 
iHSis Gibbs and -Adams have boen iufdnned of my deter, 
miuation, they have been impressed with my wish not to 
^ildll blood; and I hope, that, as far as it may lay in the 
iwwerof those Officers to prevent it, no aggression a ill 
be offered by that force, until your Excellency’s orders 
liave been received. The Mysoreans, on the other side, 
ntill contirue their preparations for an attack; but, 1 trust, 
soy firm resistance in ibis iustanpe, drill prove a lesson to 
dhem, never to attempt k again; and will shew them, that, 
even in its dilapidated state, Seringapatam is not to be 
taken by a Native po%er from a competent British Garrison. 
1 need not awaken your Exhellency to the consequences 
4 >f my being disappointed in this expectation of holding 
cut.—This Fort once taken by them, the Mysoreans 
Would never hesitate tUtempting its capture again, when, 
elver it suited thrir purpose; and it is possible, that, with 
the confidence thus obtained, they might be successful, 
.whatever was done to the fortification. 

It is not easy for me to express my solicitude for yonr 
JSfceUency’B lurriral, on that account in particular. 
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I hare the Ikonor to inclose, for yonr Lordship’s infor* 
madon, a rctiirn of the details of the 1st, 8th and 1st, 
Idth Native Infantry, which, hare male their way into 
this Garrison, and copies of my former communications. 
It is needless for me, here, to repeat, that my reason for 
addressing your Lordship direct, is, Colonel Davis har. 
Ing declined any further correspondence with me. 

1 have the honor to be, my Lord, yeur Lordsbij^'i 
most obedient and humble servant,” 

(Signed)- J. BELL, LieutenanimCahnelf Seniac 

Officer* 

To His Excelcsmct Thx Eighx Honorable GrtnEEt 
; Loan Min'£ 0 | 

Governor General^ 6fc, SfCm 
Fori St. George. 

We, the Officers of the lit, 8th, and lit, 15th, 
having heard, that a gross misrepresentatioa of the affair 
of the Itth has been circulated, oonceire it proper to 
snake a full atatement of facts. 

On our march from Chittledroog to-this place, we 
fell in with a large body of Poomeah’s horse; who Sidd, 
they had orders to prevent our farther progress ; but, as 
00 r determination was hied to reach tins- place^ we told 
them, plainly and clearly, what the consequences would, 
be, if they attempted to stop os-they assured us, in re. 
turn, that they did not wish to have reconrse te hostile 
measures ; their actions too, shews evidently they did not; 
although they certainly remained near us conilantly. On 
the morning of the 3:1 day, after first falling in with them, 
and within sight of Seringapatam, just as the corps had 
passed a little village beyond the Fyench rocks, they out 
in upon our baggage, and wounded some people, without 
the smallest provocation on our side': upon which, weio> 
stantly prepared for our own defence, and to get into 
Seringapatam as soon as possible.—Prom this timo, till 
within a mile or two of the above place, we were cott« 
stantiy fired upon by the horsemen; which,of course, Wits 
returned. \Vc had now every favorable prosped of reach, 
iug Seringapatam without miuth loss (excepting the bag* 
gage.) when tlm 35th Dragoons shewed themselves on the 
lisiug ground.. Immediately, some of these Officers werR 
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Men to jmn a Urge body of hom on our left; and, affor 
a abort conference, galloped off to tlieir own Hegt.: whem 
the Horae and Dragoons immediately potiied down on 
our rear. Very shortly before this, Liputenaut Walker 
held out a white ffag, and approached an Oiheer of l>ra« 
goons, who seemed to come forward to meet him, but 
without any flag, that we could see. However, before 
they could come together, the Dragoon Officer made ofl', 
and joined the party of the enemy iu the rear; consisting 
of Poorneah’s Horse, and the 25th Dragoons; uhen they 
instantly commenced cutting up our men, who were by 
this time completely exhausted with fatigue, allho’ they 
Still kept up a light fire on the Horse. The Dragoona 
were never hred upon, till they joined the Horse, andwerft 
in the act of hostility. 

(Signed,) 

E. Edwards, Captain, 1st, 8th N. I, 

H. Degraves, Xfieuteuant. 

H. Swain, Lieutenant and Adjutant, 

Charles Walker. 

F. K. Aiskill, Captain 15th. 

W, Lyles, Lusigii, 

D. Cai'Malrs, Lieutenant. 

W. George Pag**, Lieutenant 

A. Deony, Lieutenant. 

J Berry, Liisign. 

Pi, Craster, Ensign. 

£. 1'. Hebgame, Lusign. 

C. Sueil, Ensign, 

A true copy. 

Sertngfipaiam, ) (Signed) G. CADLLL, 

14ih Afug. 1809. J Town Major, 

Jjieuienant-Coloriel Gibb's Narrative. 

At about eleven o’clock on the llth instant, I went for- 
vfftrd with the advances ; consisting of a squadron of Dra* 
goons, the Light Company of H. M. 59th Regiment, and 
n six pounder, with a determined resolution of avoiding 
bloodshed, if possible ; thaL on seeing the columns pressed 
and harrasled by Purneah’s Horse, 1 pressed forward; 
but was stopped by a very deep water course. I then 
directed Major Carden to go dovru to the ForV with t squa% 




drnfli;, one liawn": since joined, and, if possible, otertalc» 
tin* colimiu ; directing Lieuf. Jeliiics to push on with* 
white flag, to inform tlic Officers commanding thos# corp^ 
that 1 could not. sntfer them to proceed to Seringapatam , 
but only asUcd of them to return to Cliittledroog. Major 
Carden did proceed with the utnujst despatch, and Lieute¬ 
nant Jellrejs reports to me, tlint, pushing for^rard with a 
white Hag into the column, the Sepoys saUimed to him, but 
that, an European Officer ordered some Sejjoys to fire, au4 
he, Lieut. Jeffreys, was wduiuicd in the face. Upon this th« 
Hilledar horse rushed forward, as did the Dragoon'?, on 
seeing tlxir Officer wounded. 

During thisoperatlon. i Was myself advancing with the 
two Hank companies of 11. M. oOth Regiment, endeavour¬ 
ing to head the column, with the same inlcnlioii of being 
preceded by a flag of truce. Finding iiiyself stopped by a 
deep nnlhdi, impassable for the liifaniry, 1 swam my harm 
HCrusii ; but it was too late^ 

(Signed) S. GiBfiS, Lieut. Col. Com^. 

A true copy, 

GKORGe'caDFXL, 7W?i il/o/or. 


Serh^apanm, ifwgust 17, 1800, 

To ITis Fxrcr.LEjtcv, Tut: Right Honokabi.b Gilobrt 
Loud Mjn ro, 

Governor General^ kc. kc. 

Fort St, Gcorga, 

My Lord; * 

I had tin* honor to affdress your Lordship on the I4tk 
instant, giNing a statement of the aflair which happeped 
near this (Larri^on ; in which the 1st Bat, Sth, aiu!« 
1st Bat. 15(li N. 1. wre routed, and cut up by Poorneah’g 
Horse, and a part of ii. M. C5th Light Dragoons; but, 
on jng to the iiic-vitiible confusion and the str.jggling man, 
ner in which those corps came in, I was unable to obtain 
correct returns of them, to forward, with that despatch, for 
your Esfentncy%. informat'ion. I now hare the horioar to 
vDcluse one of each corps; by which It appears, that ?tD7 
men, including Native Commissioned, and non-commist.ioiufl 
Officers, have escaped from the slaughl^-r of that day, io- 
cluding 171, who were brought in woundiJ. of which how¬ 
ever 3 are siu4 dcadj and 5 rccavered. 
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The men of n>ese corps hi<r« been armrd and ei|nip« 
ped in the best piv 'ticable manner under eiiisting circunu 
ttances, and are iiuv doing duty in the Garrison; but 1 am 
appreUensivr*, after wS^thas happened, that they will RfTer 
»eet H. M. 26th Lis>ht Oragoons on friendly ;4*n. s. 

1 had feaivd this, at.J had Coi. Davis been pleased to 
concert with me, I shon Id I'Kire stated to Itioi ti e danger 
and inexpediency of ttie r.^ea nre adopted to arrest the 
progress of those corps, imuicdiaiely under the gu-iis of a 
strong gurrisoit. 

‘‘ in addition to wl at 1 stated to- your Excellmcy m 
my last b-tter, as to who lud rommeiicctt hostilities on (hat 
unfortunate day, 1 beg to obsews'*, as a proof of the ag. 
gression having been on (lie part of the Dragoons, that the 
Sepu) s all complain, that their OQicers bad forbid their 
ring; attributiiig (o it, their present suderingsr and fur. 
ther, 1 have since been informed, that not a man or horse 
of the Dragoons was hurt on the occasion,—a circomstanctt 
which alone shevis, that they were not bred on, 6^ S JJaf- 
ialions of Sepojs, at the onset, 

i also omitted in my former despatch, to state to your 
Lordship, that (lie troo|>s of this Garrison were fired upon 
by the camp, outside, on the morning of the 11th, while 
their advance was employed against the two Battalions; 
which encampment might have been readily destroyed by uSj 
bad we been disposed to a retaliation. 

“ 1 trust, your Excellency will give these particular* 
your consideration, and that, on j'our urri\al at tho Presi. 
dency, your Loidship will pursue such measures, as your 
wisdom may dictate, to lestore the minds of the Army 
to iheir won^eJ tranquillity ; if it is still possible to ac¬ 
complish it ; which atone can ensure to the Biitisb 
Empire, its Eastern possessions.” • 

1 have the honor to be, my Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most obedieni and humble servant, 
(Signed) J, BELL, Lt. Col. S(mwr Officer^ 

The Honorable Mr. Cole is again called into Courty 
and examined on his former oath. 

Judge Advocate. Did you, at any time within the peri 
od stated in the charge,‘end into the Fort of Seringapai* 
tarn, a letter from the Biiii^h Kesident at Ii||drabad I 




Answer* I on of about the flOth* 

Judge Advocate* For irhat reason f 
Answer, It was a letter, enclosing an address from tbo 
OlUcers of Hydraifvd to the Garrison of Seringapatam, in- 
foiuiing them, that they had themselves submitted to the 
atilhority of Government, and requesting the Officers of 
Svridgapatam to follow their example ; or to that effect. 
Judge Advocate. What was the immediate consequence 
of that letter ? 

Answer. The arrival next day, at the Residency, of 
Captains De HaviUand and Cadell, with a flag of truci», 
to inform ns, that the Oifleers in the Fort were preparing 
an address, to demonstrate their submission to Govern¬ 
ment, and requesting that all hostile preparations might; 
be suspended, titl die arrival of that address. 

The Judge Advocate here gives the Witness three pa« 
pers; wliicli^ the Witness saya, he believes to be the papers 
Colonel Davis received. 

Thejf are ready admitted and acknowledged hy the 
Pisonerand arer as foliows. 


Serin gapatamy 22cf August 1609. 
To Lisut. CoLoitEL Da VIS, 

Commandittg the Forces in Mysoor* 

Sir ; 

I have the honor to transmit to you, the address and 
declararions of the Officers of this Garrison, intimated to 
you yesterday by Captains De Iluvilland and Cadell, which 
1 request, may be forwarded to hU EiiceUeucy the Gover^ 
nor General,” « 


1 have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient and humble servant. 


(Signed) J. HELL, Li. Col, Sen. Ojicer, 

ToHlS ExCtLLCNCY, THE lltCHT liONOUaBLE GlLXJi.UT 
Lolip Mikco. 


Governor General Sfe. 

Fori St. George. 

My Loro ; ^ 

We the undersigned Officers composing the Garrison 
of Sei'ingapaUin, impressed with a sense of the dangers that 
threaten the country, and not less actuated by those pure 
sentiiueutg of loyalty and paUiotism we. have never 
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if'partf'd from, rfjoice at the opportunity now afforded us, 
to ajpiirc your Lordship of those feelingfi, and convoy to 
your Exrotloncy an nuoquivoral proof of tljoin, 

“ Wo ha,VO roceivod, through the llf‘norable A, IT. 
Colo, acli'^g Hosidoiit «it Mysore, a cominunicution from 
Cu’pti'iii Thirnias Syd'-'jhaiii, the llosiiient at iiydrahad, 
purporting “ that our brother Officers composing that 
force, have come to a risolution of taking no tnilher steps, 
ami have pledged thenivelves to abide iinpUcitly by your 
Lordship’s decision; relying on your Excellency’sjustic*-, 
wisdom and clemency, ai d earnestly appealing to your 
Loidsbip’s gem rosiry to grant ibeiny^-ariil those concerned 
XU the la’e unhappy events, a gtmcral aninesty.” 

** We were r.nUiced to refuse our signatures to the 
Dec.laralioii of the ^i6th July last, from tlie state of alarm 
vre were thru in ; occasiom d by the manner in which that 
paper was tendered to us by Lieutenant-Colonel Davis ; 
the various repo. Is then prevalent; and the horrible pros- 
pf c*f open to us, of being sliortly employed against our bro¬ 
ther OHirers, many of them our relaiions. 

AVe now (W-e forward,, to oiler to your Excellency, 
that test of our duly and attachment to our King and 
country, (from wl.ich we Have never swerved,) the moment 
■we have lu-irnoct t'aat vve cannot be employed in the nianm r 
above-mentioned, so repugnant to humanity, and to the 
fiebngs of a Biilisii Soldier.— And we now, in iiiiiialioii 
of the OlTicers of 11 k‘ Hydtab.ld foice, lely wi th Coiuideiice 
upon your Lordsliip’s justice, wisdom and inod<;raiion, to 
grant to u*, rnd to all who have bfeii conceiiieJ in the late 
uuhaj'py events, a general amnesty. 

“ W.-havfi the honor to be, my Lord, your LorJship’Ji 
most obedient and hiinble servants,” 

Serin>;apaiam^ ^Ui of Jugtisi 1809.’* 

(Signed) 

R. Munro, Lieut. Col. 2d Bat. 15th Rcgt. 

J, W. Freese, Major 1st Bat. Artillery. 

Andre-w M'Dowell, Major 1.5lh Itegimeiit* 

D. C. Kenny, Majored Bat. 19th Kegt. 

W. G. Feaise, Cap!. Lieut, Ist Bat, Art. 

George C'adell, Capi.iin, 

J- Li'iuus. Lieut. Art. 

B. MaikinUsh, Lieut. Art* 
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T. Birt, Bicttt. Art. 

F- Derville, Lt. Fireworker 1st Bat. Art,’ 

David Scott, Surgeon 1st Bat. Art. 

A. P. Russtll, Ensign. 

A. Beil, Ensign. 

H. Stuart, Lt. Fireworker 1st Bat. Art. 

A. Crawford, Lt. Fireworker 1st Bat, Art.’ 

D. Carstairs, Lieut. 1st Bat. 8tli Regiment. 

H. Swain, Lt. & Adj. 1st Bt. gth Rest N. I,' 
H. Wahal), Lt. 2d Bat, 19tk Regt. N. I, 

T. F. Dp llavilland, S. E. 

A. Denny, Lieut. 8th Regt, 

C. Bishop, Capt. 2d Bat. 19Ih Regiment. 
James C. Hurclis. 

J. H. Jones, Surgeon. 

D. Donaldson. 

W. Peyton. 

J. S. Baker, Lieut. 1st Bat. 8th Regiment; 

J. Mansell, Ensign 2d Bat. 19th Regiment, 

11. R. King, Ensign 2d Bat. 19th Regiment. 

F. K. Aiskiil, Captain 15th Regiment. 

J. Turner, Capta n 15th Regiment. 

E. Paieshall, Lieut. 1st Bat. 15th Regiment* 

T. Addison, 8th Regiments 

G. Ma«her, Asst. Surg, 2d Bat, 15th Regiment; 
James Hume, Captain, 

C. Snell, Ensign 15th Rcgt. 

E. Craster, Ensign 1st Bat. 15th Regt. 

E. Edwards, Captain 1st Bat. 8th Regt. N. T, 

A. M’Cormick, Ensign 2d Bat. 15th Regt. N, IJ 

H. R. Ca/.alet, Ensign 1st Bat. Artillery, 

H. Degrayes, Lieut. 1st Bat. 8th Reg. N. L 
James Noble, Lt. 2d Bat. 15th Regt. N. I. 

C. T. Hibgame, Ensign 1st Bt. 15th Regt, N, I* 
W. Eyles, Ensign 1st Bat. 15th Hegt. 

$. Townsend, Lieut. 2d Bat. 15ih Regt. 

C. Charlcsworth, Kns, 2d Bat. 15tb Regt. |i 
J, Napier, Lieut, and A.djt. 2d Bat. 15th Regt,' 
A. Limond, Captain 15th Regiment. 

the undersigned Of&ccrs of the Honorable Com. 
pany'i service, do^ in the most solemn maiiaeri declara 



upon oor word of liSnor as British facers, that we #iH 
obey the ordersi and snppoYt Uio auniotTtjt of the Ilond* 
rable tjje Governor in Council of Fort St* George^ agre*i 
■ablj to the tenor of the commissions, which we hold from 
that Goternment.*' 


Seringc^aiamf ^Ui August 1809. 

ft, Mnnrb, tdeol. "tiol. Bait. Isth ftegt. 

A. M’ftowell, MajoV ‘ISth ftegiinent. 

T. F.'defta'tiHiRd, Capt. liieut. F.ng. Sup. 

J. W. Freele, Major Istftattalion Artillery. 

D. C. Kenny, Major ^d Bat. 19th Regt. 

George Cadell, Captain, T. M. 

G. Pearse,lCaptaiii Lieut, lil Bat. Art. 

J. Clemons, Ensign Artilery. 

T. Bird, Lieutenant Artitiery. 

-J. L. Williams, Lieut. Ill Bat. I5(h Regt. 

J. Briggs, Lieut. Artillery. 

'G. Mather, Assist Surg. 9d Bat. 15th Regt, 

W. Fyles, Fostgn Id Bat. 15th Regt. N. 1. 

C. Craster, Ensign 1ft BattaHon 15th Regt. 

So Crawford, L. F. W. 1st Bat Artillery. 

A. Bell, Ensign doing-duty with Artilfery. 

3. Hume, Ensign Sd Bat. 15th Regiment. 

H. Wafaab, Lt. and Adjt 2d Bt. 19th lit. N« I. 
G. Bishop, Capt. 2d Bat. 19th Regt. N. I. 

W. H. Ridding, Lieut. Bd Bat. 19th Regt. 

P. JDaualdson, Biisign. 

R. King, Ensign 2d Bat. 19th Rt. N. 1. 

L. Addison, Ensign 8th Regt. 

J. D. Brown. 

J. Schrman, ^urgedfi. 

S. M. Stephenson, As Istant Sargeou. 

J. Turner, 15th Regt. 

fi. Mackintosh, Lieut. Artillery. 

A. Limond, Captain. 

£, S. Patteshall, Lt. and Act. Adj. 1st, 15th R» 
11. Swain, Lt. and Adjt. 1st Bat. 8th Rt. N. 1. 
S. Toiirnsend, Lieut. 2d Bat. 15th Regt. 

A, Denny, Lieut. 1st Battalion 8th Regt. 

F. K. Aiskill, Captain 1st Bat. 15ih Regt, 

C. Charies worth, Ensign 2d Bat. 11 ^ Regt. 
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0. Kknoii, 2^ IM* 

R, RoU^gtoo^ lif9U|enAatv2ji, 15th. 

|L Y. Keiitj Litnt.'Sd Bal. >15th Regtmentk 

J. Michael, Lieut. 3 d Bal« lat Regt N. L 

J. C. Hurdis, Captain ^d Bat I9th EttgU. 

H. Jones,. Surgeon. 

W. Peyton, Ensign. 

J. .E. BaketvLieutenant 1 st Bat. 8 th EegW 

S. Mansell, Ensign I9th Native Infanj:^.. 

W. H. Lnftie, Captain 19th N* !• 

C. Sitnsoii) Assistant Surgeon. 

C. Snell, Ensign 15 th Regiment'* 

J. Napier, Lieut. 15th Regt 

Fi. Edwards, Captain Ist Bat. 8th.Regt. 

IL R. Cazalet, Ensign 1st B.;tt Artiliery. 

J. Nohle, Lieut. 3d Bat. llUh Regt. 

A. M’Cormick., Fo^ign 15th, Regiment. 

H. Degraves, Lieut. 1st Bat. 8th Regt. 

£; T. Ribgame, Ensign 1st Bat. 15th Regt.. 

T^e retires. 

Lieutenant Colonel Gibbs is again caUedsnio Court,^ 

Jitdge Advocate. On what day in the mouth of August 
last, was the Fort of Seringapatam taken possession, of l]|y 
11. M,. troops, and in wU^t manner ? 

Answer, On the 35d of August, I marched into t^e 
Garrison wilh three hundred men of H. M. 591h Regi. 
meat, where I met Colonel Davis, who had taken posses, 
sion with 3 companies of the 59th Regiment^ in the morn* 
ing. 

J udgi Advocate. 1 now close the prosecnlion, re$er. 
ving to myself the power of reply, should it be necessary; 
and the Prisoner being caliod.upon for his defence, requests 
until Thursday next to prepare it. The Court accordingly 
adjourns, till \0 o'clock on Thur>da^]^ mornlJgi t^e 33d 
instant. 

THURSDAY, the 33n dat of NOVEMBER, l^. 

The Court met-f pursuant to oi^ournment^ 

Members ail present as before. 

The Prisoner being called npon for his defence, states,, 
that, aiUto* aver^f atteatioa has been paid to the forming ot 



100 

liis defence, it has tiot yet been prepared, and he there* 
fore requests a farther indulgence Hill Tuesday morning. 
—The Court accordingly adjourns Hill Tuesday morning, 
the SSith r^ovember, at 10 o’clock. 


TUESDAY, THE 28 TJI dax of NOVEMBER, ISOy. 

The Court mef^ pursuant to adjournment. 

Members all present as before. 

The Prisoner is called upon for his defence, and submits 
a request, that his friend, Mr, Marsh, may he permitted (o 
read his defence.’ The Court iaclused; and. this n qu'*'t being 
taken into consideration, they resoive. as th('y cannot but 
look on Mr. Marsh as Counsel, it is contrary to (he ge.. 
neral usage of Courts Martial, 

And the Court being opened, the foregoing is read to 
the Prisoner, and he Is at the same time informed, that 
any other friend may read his defence.—The Piisoner then 
submits to the Court, a further request, that he may be 
allowed an indulgence of two days, to procure some 
person, capable of p rformiog that duty. The Court is 
again closed ; and, when opened, the Pri.sonrT is informed, 
that, his latter request is complied with. The Court ac* 
cordingly adjourns till Friday morning, the IstDeccmberj 
at 10 o’clock. 

FRfDAY THE 1 st day of DECEMBER 1809^ 

The Court met, pursuant to adjournments 

Members all present as before. 

The Prisoner being called on for his defence, states to 
the Court, that Mr. Marsh does not attend as Counsel, 
but as a friend ; and, this point having been ascertained, 
to the satisfaction of the Court, to be the fact, the Court 
permit Mr, Marsh to read the defence. 

DEFENCE. 

HAJOR general WARDE, and QENTLEMf.N OF TVS COURT 

MARTIAL ; 

1 have looked forward witii Borae impatience (o the 
opportunity which is now afforded me, of making ray 
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defence. I pwtend not to that philosopTif, wLicli sofi#. 
times renders a man, who is conscious of iunooence, tiiu 
moved under accusation. My life, r.iy honour, and a!i 
tliat is dear to a man, who has Jntberto Ihed without 
blame or reproach, are involved in its issue. 

}lut there is one circunistance in this proceeding^ 
whkh is n matter of cvtigruiulidion. I tnaoi, the re, 
vioai of Courts Martial^ to determine on milit/try accii* 
sations. For (he^ afford to (he honour and leputa. 
tion of an Officer a belter sccurifp^ than those secret 
enquifieSj or rather that arbitraup disereiiov acting 
Tciilioift anp enquiry at all^ to vhich the innocent 
mid meritorious individual was not long since expestd^ 
icithout the means of conjronting his accuser^ or 'even 
of knowing his accustinun. 

The present procteiling brings wilh it, this also of 
consolation and jt/y ; that, whatever soliciludes I may feel, 
or whatever (iitticuliies 1 may encounter, j an tried by 
men, on whom the laws of honour, Ljjd the obligations 
of conscience, impose a duty us btniiing, luul g»ajd<id 
by sanctions equally as sacred, as the- sol emu oath, which 
they have taken, JVhen 1 look urovnd me and acc, 
who they ore, that conxitute ihis tubunal^ / knoWy 
that I am safe from that prosci ipiloii^ rciiichj a fei» 
months baefc^ overhung the Jroiy, and dffuscU a 
gloom ever jjubtie find private lije ; and which, sub, 
veiting all the rules of icamn and Justice, inspired 
innocence itself with the icirors 0 / gudl, lieforr' such 
a Court, therefore, J can feel nolliing b<^oml thoj» 
anxiftticB, to which every man must be subject, who has 
to deliver himself from a charge, aflhcting his dearest 
land most important Interests. 

lleferring to the charge, you will perceive, Gentlemen, 
that it imputes to me the highest of military otltnces. 
]S'or will you think me unreasonable in deniaudnjg, the 
ordinary privilege of every accused man, that, in propoi, 
tion to tlie magnitude of the crime with which be is 
charged, op the penalties to which it is .subject, fUo 
evidence against him, should be clear, piccise, and uiu 
contradictory: that it should leave no doubt, cone*'ruin ^ 
that, which is the essence of every crime,—tlie guilty 
ioUntioo, as well as the overt acts, by which that in* 
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t^tzon to be inferred* Th<^ common^plaice, but hjom^ne 
majuju, that every man is presumed to be imiucent, tiU 
the contraicx is proved, is not more founded, in ti;uth 
and in equity,, than thatj winch flows from it, as a coru 
sequence mid o corollary : that the probabilities of iiino* 
cence are increased-, in proportion to the atrocity of the 
oflence;. Jn my own instance, this maxim wUi be ak 
lowed, perhaps, oa additional authority ; when you throw 
into tlie scale,-of these rational and humane presumptions, 
zny long, laborious, and faithful service, a character 
to. thU moment unimpeached, a ranJk iu the Army too 
high, and an experience of military duly, too deeply 
impressed, and too gradually acquiced, to render it 
of belief, that, at Uiis period of my life, 1 should have 
placed myself at the head of a dangerous and alarms 
ins oautiny, against the GovemmeUit 1 had to Ipng serv* 
ea with hdelity and honour. 

It is not, however, upon presumptions that I will 
lean. 1 will rest my defence upon the evidence, and 
the copclusioas which that cvidrace will enforce on your 
«iilighteuedminds; challenging only the priviledge, witich 
every upright judicature permits to the accused, qf 
bringing the evidence agaiusc bqn, to the test of a legi. 
timate, but strict and severe inquisition. 

And, while you are guided by these rnles towards that 
inference, on which my fate depends, you will, I am sure, 
cqujiiider the intention, with which the acts imputed 
tu me were committed, as a question of paramount im« 
portance. ^ The inverse of this proposition, would lead 
to consequences, as abhorrent from justice, as common 
seus&. Mutiny, without Or mutinous intention, is an ap. 
surdity in language, as it is in law. To separate the 
qualities of the act from the inlmition of the agent, to 
st'lci;t for crimination, naked and insulated faqts, abstract., 
od from Uie designs, of the heart, or tha contempiatiuns of 
the mind ; torn from their coqlext, and stripped of their 
yolations, would confound the eternai aud immutable 
dUtinciions between right and wrong. But I will not 
insult your understaucUugs, by topics so clear and indispn- 
taitle. Acquainted with the world, apd its ail'airs, and 
knowing, how often it happens, thpifr human nature ia 
thrown into a cpniUct of duties, and. beset by moUv^a- 
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ilmost <‘qiiaT7 tho* contraijictory (naptHse; I need ttiit 
appn'hend, tfiat you will adopt that rule of judgmeht,' 
whicii, in prononncii)^ upon human Ictiona, e|^}|idfi8 all 
consiJt*ration o!’ the riifficuUies by ^hich they were pTOtnp* 
tcJ, ortho ncies out of which they arose. In tliis 
I ml^ . Ss)tly complain of tho manner, in 
li)*‘ facts I \ lit the charge have been urged against me* 
Jj<it the c. ( <i(' the Prosecutor required the sopjyressiotl' 

o! i!U ' i > preceded and produced the dreadful Oiu 
;i \-r which I acted. In this chuge, and in the 
extraordiit.'iry address which the Judge Advotiate has read 
to you, the overt acts stand atone, as if they were unac« 
compaitiod by any circumstances, to eaplsun, to palliate, 
or f'xcuse them; or what is of more conseqhMili^ by any 
necessities to urge or authorize them. 

1 shall hereafter submit to von a few comments on the 
evidence, which has been adduced against me. I shall 
extract from that evidence, fairly and without sophistry, 
the proofs and presumptions of my innocence. 1 shall 
slate also the testimony I have to produce on my defence. 
Unt, ill order that the whole of my conduct, connected 
with the late unhappy events, may stand before you, I 
shall, iW mere justice to myself, take it tip from a tome, 
what earlier stage; that, from the whole scrie<« of my acts, 
the whole series of my intentions may be reflected, as in 
a mirror, before you. 1 shall do this with simplicity, but 
with truth. If it is necessary to shew, that measures, in 
which 1 had no concern, tended to produce the unfor. 
tunate emergency, in which 1 was placed, 1 shall advert 
to them, as far as my defence requires it. I shall abstain 
from all further animadversions on them. I shall not qnes* 
tiun their wisdom, or their expediency. Hut i shall trace 
them, as coiistiliiting in part the causes, which produced 
the agitations, errors, and calamities of the lute troubled 
period; as having led to a most unexampled crisis, in the 
aifairs of British India; and generating, with new circum. 
stances, new rules of conduct for those, who had the 
peace and discipline of the Army at heart, «ind were 
anxious to prevent the effusion of blood iu civil and do* 
mestic warfare. 

And herej it U not foreign from the strict law and con* 
dition of my defence, to observe; that acts "of mutiny 
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against the state, coiiimltted by a man of my standing in 
the service, would notin common probability have been the 
odspring o#that spliit of combination, and systematic re. 
fistance to the Govenimeut, which the Judge Advocate 
skied to have bet'u pn^valent in the Army, antecedently 
to the dates specified in the chnrge. A mutinous insar. 
rectioii against the legal autliorities, would more probably 
have been meditated by those, who, having taken an early 
part in this commotion, had been tinctured with its pas¬ 
sions, than by one, who studiously kept aloof from it, 
by one, who on every occasion, urged the duty of submis¬ 
sion to the local Government, wherever his exam le, or 
remonstrance could intliience, and who was Avholly dis¬ 
connected with those*, who resented what they deemed 
the wrongs of the Army. It is out of the ordinary course 
of belief, that such a man should, on a sudden, belie the 
whole tenor of his coml jct, and forerun the authors of this 
disturbance, by placing himself at the head of a mutiny ; 
■when, in the heats and ugilutions which produced n, he 
never in the slightest degree sympathized, or participated. 
It is'fitting iherelbrc, that you should now w'hat was 
iny deportment, prior to the date of these chargesj that 
you may the better sec the dispositions and character of 
the man, who is now draggfJ as a mutineer before you. 

f arrived from Kngland, late in February last. What 
have generally been consitUired, as the predisposing causes 
of this dissension, the quarrel of General IVJacduwall with 
Sir George Barlow, and the removal of the Adjutant 
General, and his Deputy, for issuing the orders of their 
superior officer, bad already taken place. 1 found, a 
most unhappy altercation had already begun, between -Sir 
George Barlow and the Company’s army.—Of these feeU 
ings, I did not partake. 1 found them indeed too geiie^ 
rally dillused, and too deeply impressed, to be within the 
reach of iny remonstrances. But, on every occasion where 
remonstrance could influence, I uniformly recommended the 
patient reference of the real or imaginary grievance, t« 
the superintending authority at home. I was told; that, if 
1 was seen at Sir George Barlow’s table, 1 should be dis¬ 
graced in the eyes of the army, and cut off from all inter, 
course witli my brother Otficers.—1 dined with Sir George 
lilarlow, uoivtith&taucluig this deauuciatioii. 1 was told^ 
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that; if I carried on tlie counmoii offices of politeness wi^ 
Colonel Munro, the Quarter Master General, 1 should 
subject to the same penalties. I openly renewed my ac« 
(juaiulancp with Colonel Mnnro. These dissenUoiiS, I 
considered wlioHy foreign to me. If my mature standing 
in the army, or hibiis of ancient friendship and mutual 
rospeef;, gave any authority to my opinions, or weight to, 
my admonitions, tlKy were not suppressed, or languidly 
tirged, in rccomirtcnding obedience, peace and discipline. 
J signed no address, no memorial. Such were th^i iiitea<« 
tlonsj which I cherished. It is not easy to ,bring them in 
regular proof before you. They are seen only by those 
eyes, to which hlone the workings of the human heart arb 
visible. But professing no other purpose, but that of in^ 
culcatingby advice, and enforcing by example, the nece^. 
sity of submission and of discipline, it is your province f6 
see, whether in any subseq jentpaS agesof my conduct, and 
even in tho^e, whicii stand recorded as matters of crimination 
agaicr.tme, 1 have voluntarily turned aside from the paths, 
oil which I set out; and whether even the worst of thbse 
acts, which, abstracted from my motives, would give some 
colour to the accusation, may not be reconciled, upon ge. 
iiiune and legitimate principles of judgement, to the dio,. 
deration and forbe.'irauce, by which I proposed to goveriv 
my conduct, as soon as I perceived the agitations of th($ 
Army. 

1 dwell the more anxiously on this topic, because a. 
letter has been put in evidence against me, which I wrdte 
on the bthof August, to Lieutenant.Colonel Davis; in which 
1 insisted on the uniform moderation of my conduct, and 
adverted to the order of the 1st of May, as one of the 
causes, which led to the disorder then prevailing in the 
(iarrison. 1 do not meddle with the expediency, or jus. 
ticeof that order. But it is a necessary part of my de. 
fence, to remind you, that, not only in the Garrison of 
Seiiugapatam, but through the whole Airiny, it had gene, 
rated, if nut sentiments of revolt, a spirit of sullen disc, 
bedience, which gradually ripen^ into Resistance; and 
that resistance was carried on, by means of an extensive 
coinbinatioij, aniinateil with all the energies of despair.-— 

The arn^ most rsvfred (md biUvei 
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PT^dtaredto them by the fartiaipalion of common servin 
mnd oj common peril, sent by the stroke of a pen, into 
exile and degradation, without trial or enquiry. At 
ike mercy of informers, whom they could not confront, 
they were delivered over to the often doubtful <hunce 
of vindicating their characters before the Court of Uu 
rectors, against the weight, authority and influence of 
the local Government. To many, this was a sentence 
of death: because, that is a sentence of death, which 
stripped life of its consolations, and supports. Innocence 
itself trembled. From the penitent, it cut off the passim 
lility of return, it inflamed the guilty with the violence 
of (^spair. It was considered, as a virtual deprivation to 
ike Army, of their right to trial by Court Martial;—a 
Tjght, given them by a positive Act of Parliament, yet 
unrepealed, and of vfhich.t they could not be divested, 
without a gross violation of the law. It w;is conddered, 
(with whtU justice, is hereafter to be determined,) that the 
sending Officers to England, who had not been judicially 
cashiered, was a powei\ which was not sanctioned by any 
of the acts for the regulation of our Governments in 
India, and which was contrary to the spirit of all of 
them. They saw, in the fate of others, their own fortunes 
and reputations laid prostrate at the feet (f spies and 
informers; who arc alw/ys the meanest, the lowest, and 
most abandoned of God’s creatures. 

If the opposition to the local Gorernincnt, hail bcni 
conhued to the walls of Seringa patam, and had manifested 
itself in n5 other part of the army, 1 should not pei-iiaps 
he entitled to any benefit from this topic,—Rut, if nopor, 
tion of this immense establishment was uniniVeted, the 
diificulties I had to contend with, and the embarrassment 
into which I was thrown, ought not, and, 1 trust, will 
not, be excluded from your consideration’.—I^et me ob¬ 
serve, that the key of my conduct, in every jjart of this 
transaction, was the great peril before my eyes, which I 
was anxious to avert. 1 steered myself by this course. T 
eadeavoityed to discharge my duty to my So vereign, and 
ipy honorable employers, by averting from this part of 
the Empire, the most poUefltous evils, by which it Vfas^ 
^ver threatened. 
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Whafp.Tcr dfsronlfint was produced by Ibis order, as t 
insisted in the letter now in proof, It receired from me, 
neither an belpin|f hand, nor an entouraging roice. Then, 
and (o the very last, 1 felt no anxiety, but for the peace 
and discipline of the army. It were an endless task, to 
enumerate the various irritations and discontents, which, 
diverging as it were from diffeirent points, at length ter. 
minated in the result, which forms the subject of these 
proceedings. The memorable business at Masiilipatam, 
which has been slightly alluded to in the course of the 
evidence, is a matter of perfect notoriety. Whether the 
measures tcere 7choIe<iame or othertciac^ I must repeat^ is 
a qne<ttion^ wiikwhich / do not interfere.—It is sufficient^ 
that (hey reere cau^eSf adequate to the production of 
those unhappy effects^ which every wise man foresaw^ and 
every good man must regret. I am almost tired of wading 
in these waters of bitterness. I cannot however forbear to 
touch on the measure of tho 26lh July at the Mount; be¬ 
cause, by turning lo the evidence of Major M’Dowall, yon 
w ill observe, that, it ronnecls itself with the snbject of this 
enquiry. It is proved, that that measure, which was nei¬ 
ther more nor less, than that of seizing the Officers of the 
Native corps by surprize, and separating them from their 
corps, on their refusal to sign a test, had contributed to the 
agitation in the Garrison ; an Agitation, as he has distinct, 
ly proved, not confined to the Europeans, but shewed by the 
Native corps of the Garrison. I advert to that measure af 
present, only as a link in the chain of causes, which im* 
pel led those dreadful necessities; for having encountered 
which, according to the best of iiiy judgment, t stand now 
charged as a mutineer before you. 

1 have thus deemed it a justice, which I owed myeslf on 
this awful occasion, to impress on your minds, that, amidst 
the increasing .agitations of the Army, I kept uniformly 
aloof from all league and combination against the Govern¬ 
ment. By example, by authority, by entreaties, I endca- 
Toured to appease the minds of those, over whom I had the 
slightest influence. Not a single documentor fact has 
been brought forward to shew, that, prior to the date of 
fhe‘:e charges, 1 shared in the discontents of Die Army, or 
took any part in the expression of them, by signing any of 
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fheTfriqijs k memorials, in which the 9*et»tlinrt0ls 

of the ciripulated. I moiitlou (.he circum^i.nu c, 

tQ shew the improbability of that siuivlcn transition of vim. 
duct, which mijst be impatecl t» me, if <!u? alte.^fious of 
thia cha^fge are bcUereil. It is irrecoaciieible to (!m ordi¬ 
nary aipUres of haman action, t!)at a niin, who, down to 
so late a period, h^rl abslalnod from all activn participation 
in the proqeedin^s of the public body to which lie ludong- 
c4, an4 who does not appear by any act or expression to 
have caught the contagion of their passions, shonld sud. 
denly place himself at the h><^ad of the mutiny, you are 
now inyesti|atvig.4rA. npitiny against the Government, 
Would have advanced gradually, and not have jumped 
spddenly from the tno^t passive submission to the most 
cpmpleU resistance. 

Hpvipg made these prclinV»nary observations, the length 
of which will find its apology in the serious character of 
these charges, and the duty f owe myself of resorting to 
every rightful topic of viuclication; 1 shall now proceed 
to show, that the evidence for the prosecution has not only 
left the charge of Thutiny unsulistantiatod, bnt that it com. 
pletely negatives and contradicts it ; claiming, only, that 
enlarged and liberal interpretation, which every candid 
ini^d naiist be disposed to put upon acts, considered in 
reference to the necessities, by which they were impelled, 
and the spirit and infentiop from which they proceeded. £ 
shall endeavour to do this,, according to the course tho 

under the distinct heads, itfio 
V((hich the charge is divisible ; at the same time, urging 
those reasonings and those stateipents, which are material 
to my 

Yon will observe, that I am charged with having 
beaded A dangerous and alarming mutiny and 
sedition ” which took place within a specified period. 
And during that period, three specific overt acts are charg¬ 
ed to have been committed, as illuslralire of the mutiny 
which I had headed and Joined the seizing of the public 
treasure; the firing on the troops; and tl.e refusal to deli, 
ver up the Gjarrisou to the proper authorities. You 
will perceive, that, to suhstautiate this charge 
against me, ihy active participation and concnrrcnce in thg 
nlledged mutiny must be established, I am not charged 
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h/'fp, for not leaving taken prudent meastirfs to quell t 
sedition carried on by oihers, or for not having j)reri'Utcdl 
ads ill which 1 did not mystlf concur. But U is oJf the 
esseni p of tlic crime impulcd to me, that tny heart and 
soul were engaged in the mutiny, and ia the mutinous acts 
by which it is manifested. In proving, therefore, such a 
Charge, the grand and presiding principle of ail 
criminal jurispruilonce, and which, 1 am sure, is present 
to your minds, will rrcure me from the eifcGtof evidence, 
which is only applicable to others. 1 have studious!r 
abstained from interposing objf*ctioivi, when this sort of 
tesMuiony was adduced.- For 1 was well aware, that, 
w hilst the Court eviin ed an honorable and laudable solici¬ 
tude to omit noenq iry, how remote soever in its applica¬ 
tion, that tended to elucidate lh<*sc transactions, it would 
have looked as if I had been willing, by objections, to 
suppress, or shut out important and relevant testimony, 
^i’he Court will, hovvever, do me the justice 
to acknowledge, that 1 have given no interruption to the 
tmqniry, even where the proof has not exactly corresponded 
with the rules of evidence. I have thought it beneath 
me, to rest my- defence, on t!ie mere defect of 
proof. I have neither knowingly withheld or lusitated, 
to admit, any document that was necessary to elucidate 
th'* subject ; looking for ray refu'i", not n the weakness 
oftlic Pfoiecutor's prool, but in the strength of my owa 
inuoconec. 

It is at fho sam« lime obvious, tha* I am called on, not 
to defend others, but myself. I am answerable onlj; for ray 
own acts, or for those of others in which I participated, 
But in order to coniu-ct ino with (his commotion, as itfli 
head and its origin, a great deal of eI ifpnec is gone into, 
of which the object was to show my concurrence aud 
privity in what was transacted, but the resuif of which ha» 
been oulv that of implicating others, and, I am sorry to 
say, of recording on the proceedings, matters which may in 
some sort atfect, your judgmenls, with regard to those over 
whom charges are depending. But, it is with triumph (hat 
I b<‘g you to review the esldonre, which appUc'i to that 
part ol' (he subject; and first to ilud, which has been sla¬ 
ted by C'.rdaiu Webster, and Liculenaut Boauinyat, The 
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Pros^cnfor desirous of extracting frorai tlioie Gen¬ 

tlemen, a variety of trivial circnmsUnces; but in particu¬ 
lar, all or some of tbe following facts; as indications of a 
mutinous and seditious mind, at that earlystasie of liie trans¬ 
action :—th'ril, in not attending at Colonel Davis’s, witu the 
oiluT ()fnc<'rs, on the 30th, 1 disobeyed the orders of that 
OiXia r: that ( ordered, or vi-a-. privy to, or concurred in 
the forcible restraint laid on his person; and that'I was 
a rt ' iii'ier of a committee, who, it se^ms, till the fjlh of 
A'i exercised military power in the Garrison, or at 
le ' eheclii'd'and conirouled it. See, whet‘er any of 
tlie.e facis h.ive been proved; or, rather see, whether 
they ore not absolutely negS,rived. 

Willi respect to the orders (corjtain'»{l in Captain Web- 
srer’.i leltr" of the SvOth) of Colonel Davis, tin* Court will 
see, that I curried them into execution without Imsitafio'i. 
The object of asbcmhliog them has been already explained, 
by what h is been slated to iiave taken place at th* inter¬ 
view I .v{ It wj to them to return to their 

iljh'y, a! io !; e'’e toe report which bad agitated the 
Garrison, ks to scizuie of their persons, by 

the aid ol iheM v'^oie troops. And, here it is lo be obi 
served, iiuH the o-ie ; !bl^' a*u] avowed purpose of calling 
such a meeting, froi.’. the v^ry jutuie ot it, rendered my 
presenco i»iLierevs,Hy. II.id I attended there, 1 should 
have virtually adr.iiUed, what Ihere solemnly deny, that 
I iTsv-seif, wish the other Oiriv''.‘*rs of the Garrison, was an 
object of ailmoni ion to a refurn of duty ; which, I think, 
it could pot 1) ‘ expected, that any Officer of rank and 
character, nod' r scch circumstances, would hive willingly 
admitted. It is .sardcienf for me, that I carried the order 
intoeh'oct with the utmost alacrity ; and thaf, in so doing, t 
wiliingl) and actively contributed with Colonel Davis to 
the roii'irdtion of tranquillity in the Garrison ; although, 
I considered, and trust, I shall be pardoned for consider-- 
ing, that, having transgressed no duty, 1 needed no admo¬ 
nition to return to it. But, if you attend to the evidence, 
you will perceive from Cuptain Webster’s statement, that 
in ab-enting- myself on thri#^ Oceanian, f disobeyed no or¬ 
der whatever; for no order, or message, that coidd be 
ifitcrpreted into a military ovd&r. was given me. It seems^ 
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that, in consequence of the olBciil letter ahore ellnde^ 
t^, I carried Cplo^el Davis’s requisition immediately into, 
effect, by summonuig the Officers, ak speedily as the dis^ 
persed distances at which they lived, would permit. Co- 
lend Dayis, apprehensive lest some agitation might have 
been created in their aiinds, concerning the purpose of 
their being convened, said, that he would disp(’^^e witli 
their attendance. I replied, that tile Offu’ers wrer«' sc at¬ 
tered over the Fort, and that many of ihein I v- .l out of 
it, as accounting for the delay. Colon,') . 

hed with that reply, lie had the Siime appic, > i.s'oii inef 
second time; and again dispeu^d with ^heir j 
I strongly urged, however, the' propriety oi * 
upon Colonel Davis; as they had ail beer, i* 
were ready to go. Upon'that, Captain VVel 
\ed, that he believed, (.’)lonel Dads expected uni lo w ait 
upon hin with the other Officers. I replied, 1 saw no 
*'• occasion for it,*’ Dow is it p&ssible to infer fufci ibis 
intimation, that Colonel l)a» ip had positively tn-deiMi my 
attendauce. >Ve had both the same oi.jed in view ; the 
restoration of confidence and tranquillity to the (irarri.'>ou« 
1 gave my fullest aid to Coloiiel Davis, in the elieciuc- 
ting of that object, by calilng Ihen^ togetlier; iind, as it 
appeared lo me, tW it wouid have been counieracMed by 
that alarm and perplexity of mind, winch the sudden re, 
vocation of the order would have produced, 1 was solici¬ 
tous that they should W'ait on Colonel Davis; and be¬ 
ing aware, that the meeting was for the ])ntpi)se of quiet¬ 
ing their alarms, and admouishing them to tl.eir duty, nijt an¬ 
swer was the natural observation of a n)un,. wiio thJ not 
feel ihe alarm, and had uo need of lectures upon d.utj,r— 
1 see no occasion Lr it.” 

Cut, Gentlemen, what will you think of tills, as a mat¬ 
ter of criminia,tion me, when I observe to )nu, that 

it. was from my own most aaxlons coinuiuuicallons with Col. 
Davae on that subject, tU.it he became iufurmed of the a- 
iarm and uneasiitoss of tiie ^arriiiou, ^nd deemed the a. 
dopticni of some measures rtqiii.site to se.'^torp tranquillity? 
jBut more paruculaily, a letter, I wrote to that Officer on 
the 24th July, communicated the agitated state of the 
GtC-fisoa, TJ?;it Ic ier, >t:'d Coljut-l acquicscem.* 
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itt at I proposej Mlbeproduml you (if necta¬ 
ry) in eYirtenc^^, To that m(?asttre I gave all the effect L 
couit!. 1 disobeyed bo order. 

As far as yoa have hitherto gone along with me, in the 
trantat'fions of the 30th, I trust, 1 am not eviiieiug a« in. 
^cent confidence, when I ask you, w'h4t mutinous, or se¬ 
ditious disposition is to be inferred from my acts? I can¬ 
not hut feel, that 1 begin my defence wi h no inauspicious 
6uo^n, w'lien a circumstance evidently imputed to me as a 
disobedience qf orders, turns out to be the most exact and 
Hteral ejecutinn of them. Proceedfurther with me, and 
entjuire, whether there % any particle of evidence, by 
which you can fairly conclude, that I authorized or kiMyw 
of, or concune'ri in, the supposed restraint of Colonel 
Davis. You wH! pardon the importunity with which I 
remind you, that 1 am in j slice responsible for acts, 
purely and emphatically ray own. Admitting, for the sake 
of ttiie argument, that Colonel DavU was actually under 
in'.’traint, what fecliraony fixes it npWme ? Is i-t that 
«f Captain Webster ? Tnrn to his deposition. It amoufits 
only to thi*^, that l»e had written an oIBciel fetter to me, 
ftiatrng that it had come to Colonel DavU^s knowledge, 
that ordf't’s had been given at the’gates, tbatiijo person 
could pass without authority from me. To this, it seems, 1 
gave no answer. Put, in, order to make it my act, th« 
'J’own-Major informed ('apiain Webster, r/iSfi «/i unstier 
7c-«4' prejiaring^ and, ’till that was received, Colonel 
Davis could not be permitted to leave the l‘\>rt j that he, 
tlie Towti-Major, was going to repent those orders; that 
Captain Cadell fnrther said to the Witnes.^, tliar Colonel 
llcll requested him not to leave the canipound. Tho 
inohl transient reference to such testimony, sut^cicutly shew# 
it lt> ?je of that species, which is of ail otiiars the most fal¬ 
lacious and doubtful. It ii in stric.ttiess notliing more Ilian 
that, which Cuplain Webster heard from the Town.Major. 
But 1 do not wish it to be rejected on that narCow excep¬ 
tion. Let me recal yoor attention to the state of tim 
(ianisoii; to the alarm that had gone forth; to the as¬ 
sumption of authority by a committee, of the existence of 
which I w'as ignorant; and to the total absorption of my 
■'♦W'dtience and anfbority, Cndef such circumstances, you 
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wUl find lUite dSilicuUy, in absoUing me from all sWe 
or participation in the act of otheri. You will consicler 
it not wholly improbable, that, to Stamp with authenticitjr 
their own resolutions, the Othcers, who had elected them* 
selves into the overruling power bf the Garrison, woujid 
uie niy name, as a mere matter of course, and in further¬ 
ance of their own designs. It would, therefore, be highly 
dangerous, to depart from the course of legitimate evi* 
denoe. But, in the words attributed to th^ Town.Major, 
there is something that seems wholly repngoantto the siip. 
position, either that X had |^»ceived the letter, or lent 
any answer lo it, or gave any orders upon the subject of 
it. Chptain Cadell says, that an answer wits preparing. 
Is not (his more reconcileable to the hypothesis, that a 
committee were taking the letter into consideration, and 
were preparing an answer ? For, if Captaih Cadell came 
with any authority from me, it is natural to suppose, that 
1 should have delivered him the order at once, eiUier ver¬ 
bally or in lih-iting, instead of taking any time to prepare 
an answer,—a citcamstance which strongly implies, that 
it'waS uddergcdog some consideration from persons who 
were deliberatively consnlting upoii it.—All question, 
bdwevcr, as to the fact, is silenced by Major Macdowall’s 
deposition, from wliich it may be easily seen, that I had 
then no influence ovei* this procedure whatever.-^In truth, 
it should seem, the restraint was rather imaginary, than 
r^ai; for Colonel Davis himself, yielding to the urgent 
importunity of the Officers, had acquiesced indheir pro¬ 
posal to stay at Jjeringapatam for a moderate length of 
time. Waving, however, that topic, Major Macdowall ex. 
pressly shews, that the restraint of Colonel Davis did not 
proceed from any order. He says, be called on Colonel 
Davis oil the evening of the 30th, in consequence of hav¬ 
ing heard he was under some apprehension of being under 
restraint., knowing at the time-^it was not intended by tho 
Officers of the Garrison, that he should consider himself 
mder the smallest. Does this Consist with the probabi¬ 
lity of my having ordered Colonel Davis into restraint ? 
jOn the contrary, does it not render that fact almost im¬ 
possible > For, it would be grossly absuM to suppose, 
that, if I had given such an order, or even been aware of 



MacdavaJl vo^d &ot !im fobe 
dlTf plly from with, gv oiriler, oitlicr to release Colooel 

or qjjiietlili appr^^hepston of being under arrest. 
Tbe words, diBceri of the garrison,*’ dearly designate^ 
by whose ii^thority the arrest (if there wgs any arrest gt 
all) was sgoptioned. The Sgme observations will apply 
with e^nd foroe, to that passage of Obtain Webster’s 
evidence, in which he states, that Lieutenant*Colonel 
Munro came, gs if with an order from me, stating, that 
Colonel Davis need not give hiinself the trouble of going 
out of his house, or getting into his palanquin. The 
course, which common sense and reason prescribe as ne« . 
cessary, to trace my agency or participation in this act, 
is tbat of showing, in the first place, that 1 actually 
issued the order. The default of that preliminary fact . 
cannot be aided by the mere declaration of others, that 
they acted by my authority. If such evidence, on the.most 
superficial vleW, did not strike you as dangerous in respect 
to precedent, and incondudve in point of faqL I might 
in vain, by my own solemn decJaration, which I mahe in 
ail sincerity and truth, wholly disavow all prjfitjr or con« , 
currence in the restraint of Colond Davis. 

it may bo said, hoi^ever, that I was a member of that 
committee of Oificers, and therefore answerable for its 
acts; and that the fact is iiupUed from Lieut. Beaumont’s 
statement, of that which Colonel Hunro said to kiin,--^- 
namely, that Colonel Bell and the committee of Officers 
had not )rct determined, whether Colonel Davis had 
permission to go to Mysore. I must again deprecate (lus 
loqfe and imperfect testimony. And yet, that it may 
noUeave the slightest impression on your minds, refer 
to the minutes of this proceeding, mid you will find 
abundant proof, thatl was a member of that com,, 
mittee, and (Imt iit no respect, either by acquiescence or 
concurrence, 1 had adop4d their acts. 

It is to be collected troai Mr. BoisweU’s statement, 
th^ 1 had complained to him of the extinction of my 
authority in the Garrison. If, by a harsh and severe rule 
of reasoning, any man infers a species of acqutesccnca in 
that assumptiop of authority, from my apparent silence 
on the subject,, he has farmed but gn imperfect conception 




(if the difficuUieS, willi nthich I had te etrutgl^e. 
sttb^n4 the'^itatbi^ hj tutn^, ta i^pre«i it by IviNr/ 
to read lectiireff be obedience «tid submil^ony flight ^ere 
been effieaciouli in n less feftred end.iftfrldd. ttalt of mind^^ 
thin that, which I had to deal ira^ impossibhi 

to escape. The lightest iiidichtlfl% ii^hich I gr?o 
of sach an intention, would be the total ahailtilhtionof that 
little influence, which remained to me. By seenritig tho 
conddence of the Oflicers, I hoped to exercise tlmtin^ 
fiuence, (as you will see when yoo i^xerf to ^ientimentf 
b^atbedin my letters about this period,) to disseade thebr 
from Tiolent and intemperate opposition. EtOn my faint 
shadow of andiority contributed to the preserration of 
quiet. Had J leaped froui 'tlie walls, pr escaped by 
stratagem, I should have been liable to smimadfersion for 
an act of doubtful wisdom, whatever might hare been the 
result, i beliere, the very attempt would have failed. 
But, had it succeeded, 1 ant sure,<t^t consequences wouldl 
have entued, which would hare thrown into comp.|rative 
itisiinHicancO, the terious mischief, which we all deplore. 

I ' bave disclosed to you the principles of my conduct. 
If my judgment has erred, the indulgence, which is ex¬ 
tended by enlightened minds to humati frailty, in new 
seasons and new dt£&cnltles, will not, perhaps,' be with* 
held from mine. 

That I was not a member of the committee, Will ap^ 
pear from that part of Mr. Casamajor’S evidence, in 
which he tells you, that Mr. Mackintosh bad told him, 
that Colonel Bell had resigned the command to a com. 
mittee of Officers, and that he was not even privileged 
to receive a letter. He understood also, that 1 was not 
even privileged to receive a letter Without the sanction 
of a committee of Officers, tad that he mutt address them, 

If he wished to commumcate wHh the authonty of the Gar. 
rtson. This perhaps pretcnti an adequate idea of my an. 
tbority at this moment, and of my connectiep with what 
was then transacting. The implied resignation of my com. 
mand to the committee, is not indeed aorurate; for resig* 
uatlon implies a volition. 1 had no voUtion. i yielded to 
bteenUies, with honest and sincere intentions. 1 advert 
to this part of Mr. Casamsjor’s rvidence, because it 



<rat« * fact whieh has been addnced against me ; I nipan,' 
thd tetter enddimg the test oathe 3l«t 
xwitb a private ialittation to Colo el Davis, that it was at 
:lb» peril of my to receive a«y public coirnnunica, 

^^laon. Ai for tearing np the entflope^ and the sobstrac. 
jfi<KQ of; any paper it ceniaiBed) I seriously disclaim it— 
Captain Bishopy Major Macdowal and Major Freese ne. 
gative^ {Ihtuk, distiimtly' my partMpation in the proced¬ 
ures of the oommrtteet^The former. Captain Bishop, telis 
yoUi that he received orders till about the 4th, signed, 
Committee.’* It is impossible not to make these serva. 
tioiL Had I been coocenked in it, or even privy to its 
procedures, would^nottny name, in common probability, 
have been signed t# thinr orders, to give them tiie shew 
and semblance of atithenticlty ? For, you see, that, in 
other instances, my name was pretty freely made use of, 
where it answered the purpose of tbe moment Major 
Freese also states, that the wply to the letter addressed to 
me by Lientenant.Colonel Dai'isand Mr. Cole, was signed 
by Colonel Munro, Major Macdowal! and himself.—t al. 
liide to the letler in which those Gtntkraen,' Colonel Da. 
vis and Mr. Cole, with regret and horror cone)ode, that tbe 
Oiheers intended to oppose Government at all extremities. 
D seems also, that he mierslood, my reason for not signing 
it was, that I had already signed the test. 

I must beseech you, to attend most minutely to this cirenm- 
stance.—The letter from the Re idency cd'the 3d of August, 
is produced by the Prosecutor, obviously for tbe purpose of 
atfecting me with notice (rf its contents, of shewing that I 
carried on a resistance to the authority of tbe Govemment 
after I received the warnings denunciations eotitained 
in, it.—But, my knowledge of the letter or its contents, is 
a matter to be proved, not to be conjectured. There is 
nota 'yilable of evidence, by which it can be traced into 
my lmnds. The answer to it was written by the Officert, 
which of itself furnhhef strong ground of conjecture, that 
I had not seen it. I had signed the test; 1 had complied 
witii the only order of the Government, or of Colonel Davis, 
1 ever received. The letler therefore did not apply to me. 
Aud, when Colonel Davis, in bis answer to my letter, com^ 
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panying the actestj with my signature to h, ohserm cil^ ' 
on the eveiiinit of that da^, tJwit hit tovae and heart, • 
those of Mr. Coin were open to me/ it is obvious, that he 
did not consider me as one of the whom that letter 

was written to admonish, or to threaten. He wonid fiot 
lave opened his hea)'l and house, to a tnn^eer^ He mult 
have considered me nearly in astuteof coericioii.«<i^Themtei» 
rated intimations i, had given him, of the extinc^on of jsjy 
anthofity and ilic agitation of the plaee^t mutt have impeih^. 
him to this conclusion. It is erideat therefore, that, dtovtn 
to the Sd of August, he considered f had heUded ot' 
committed no mufiny. He would have otherwise disdaiir. 
ed to accept iny signature to a pledge of tidelily, which 
my conduct must'have so loudly belied. You would nod 
very confidently accept from a pirate, a declaration of his 
reverence for the laws of nations, a^er he had plundered 
your vessel; nor a pledge from d robber, of' his regard to 
private property, after he had stripped you of all you 
had. if it is asked, why, on the receipt of the instiuc* 
tiotts of Government, did you not call the OSicers toge. 
ther, and, by your example and remonstrance/Urge them 
lo sign the test; consider, I beseech you, what Major 
Macl^wall has said on that head. He tells youj that, had 
I ordered the Oihceri to sign the test, I should not have 
been obeyed. He might in truth have gone farther—he 
might have told you, a^s I shall prove hereafter, that, had [ 
gHeii such an order^ I should have been in immediate 
restraint. If I am asked, why did not ;oti, on receiving 
from Colonel Davis his assurance, thft his house and heart 
were open to you, instantly leave the Garrison, and dy 
thither for an asylum ? My answer, if the question ts 
gravely put to me. is this, had 1 meditated such an es. 
cape, 1 could not have effected it. There is however 
another aspect, in which it might be viewed, as a question 
of duty. To quit my station without an order at Such a 
season, might have lieeu couduct recondleuble rather to 
personal prudence, ^han public duty. If however, in ibis 
part of my defence, I had to combat with a captious and 
cavilling tribunal, it might be said ‘True, you had no 
order to quit your station. But how can we believe yevr 
pwn statements of your good intentions, or assent to yosii 




vm withput proof to support them.” Tot 

wHjft would Ije said, wfcoo • I refer you 
oue of my let^fSt writtea to Colonel Dayls on the very 
ti^of Augu^^f gnd nowm evidence ogaioitmey, iathe. 
|rp$tscTiptof which t that OEcer, that lam jorry 
** tojoy, what I foretold ae to the Officers, has tahoa 
** j^ace, jf sh^lt' remain here as long as I can do any 
" good, atvd 'till I recejee your orders to the coptrary,** 
This, therefore, is the light, by which my conduct, if 
it jha$ any thidg,<|l|hioua or problematic in it, ought to be 
ilifietrati^. My ohjed from the first to the last, was to avert 
the effusion of Idood; to soften, if I cqald not heal, the 
irritaUon; and, by acts of a salutary compromise and luo^ > 
ile^bo, to mHigate the evil that threatened lu. Yet, 
whilst this was -the hope that animated, and the impulse 
thOt urged me, 1 would Have, instantly and at my peril, 
obeyed o< * 0 i|de an effort to obey any military order 
to f|uit ihevGarrlfon, The troth is, 1 received no order 
whatsoever. 


Try i»e, however, hy my acts, I signed the tesU I 
hay8 already shewn, that the attempt to persuade otHeri to 
hare done it would have heeo hopeless. On the third of 
August, the man, who stands ^ before you.,for haiuiig, 
between the ,aOtb July and the 23d of Angoit, headed a 
mutipy agaiost the Covernmeut, gave a soiemn pledge of 
obedienctitc that Govevnment, agaiusl whkh he is pre* 
tcibed to.toe rei;eli«J. There may, bpwever, be an in* 
piuaatiofl lurkiug in thi* very fact, of which it is impossi^ 
bie^ihat i ^dipuld be unmindful. It may be whispered,, 
that 1 signed the test, as a disguise, and in subservience 
to my real intentions. 1, .wear pot, Gentlemen, anymore 
than the best of yoa, a,^it of armouy to repel insHuiatiap„ 

I ,c^ only appeal in confutation of it to the whole of my 
life, and the.general compJe^ioOfOf my character. Yqsisi. 
biy there are amougjst yo||i who may not he ignorant of 
either. ^ They can best tell,' whether, among my habits and 
dispositions, are to be numbered those of hypocrisy, or 
deceit, or low enuuing, of any of that family of vices. For 
myself, t can solemnly appeal |o him, from whom all trut^ 
cwitiate^, th'it I signed that pledge fn the genuine spirit . 
of obedience. 
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Aitd ytiUy G^niUmaRj hnve oi)e er^ridn, fajr' ivhiiflr^rikt^* 
ean (•stima*e tho mt^lUy of this prot^statios. Forytatece^' 
dently to this day third day of August, theve is no atl 
thut can be Alledged against me, tvbioh does not defy aU 
blfune or ortmiuotion. if criminal intentions are essefitiai 
to orime; and, if acts are the interpreters of latenttons^ 
alien those acts are criminal; it would be o perfersioti 
justice, to deny, *!hat they equally indicate inteiitiooi, e^ea 
they are innocent.^A species of proof, hoi^efer, hosbeea 
resorted to in this case, which lawyers call occwma/nft'cc}—* 
that is, an attempt to sabstaotiate the charge, by the accn^ 
mulation of little facts and petty oiecumstancfl. At^n* 
inry and a half has glided awip that doctrtnt 

has expired a natural death. I '¥fll IMit, however, 
complain of its revival on this occasion ; hectose there 
must be a penary, material proof agaiitt ttie of when 
ao inu(^ idle industry is expended, in dragglitg up forgot. 
ten conversations and stragglisg expressiofis, to 
bear testimony against me. Of this kind, is Ike very sig- 
iiiire»Qt fact sworn to by Lieut. Cadenikie, that he heard 
a noise of guns moved about in a Gartiioti, in which (ha 
guns were ordinarily moved every dty ; my oxpressiooi 
of M^iorean Rascals and the snagnltr and whimti* 
cal order, it seems, that I gave (hat 0£cef, who was on 
guard at the Bangiiere gate, to ire not only on any ene^. 
my who might bo pafstng the Bangalore bridge, hut on all 
armed men on the Mysore road, which is at least half n 
mile distant. lie was asked by the Court, whether any 
persons were present at this coaversatiem I None. This 
is a kind of testimony, which he, against whom it is ten* 
dered, is necessarily unable to contradict. There is, how. 
ever, so proridential a mixture of absurdity in this state¬ 
ment, that the mention and refutation of it, must he oito 
and the same thing. 1 impute nothing of discredit to the 
Witness. In seasons of agitatioa and alarm, the memory 
is clouded. 

1 must have wearied the patience of the Court by 
detaining them so long, on what may be deemed only 
the preliminary parts of the subject* Observing, however, 
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iit&t tTie Froseeuior’s object, in orerloa^Iiig the e«iis< 
itrjih fttt ACCiimuktlon of facts, vras that of shewing me 
to hate been the hrsi moter of the commotion from its 
earliest stages; you will excuse the minuteoess, with 
which 1 hate remarked on them. There rei*iain8 but 
one ciicumstaDcc, that requires a comment, before I 

f rocced to answer the scTcral allegations of these charges; 

mean, the order which 1 gave Lieutenant Adamson, to 
remote the detachment of the 

If you hato dtmc me the honor to follow me in the 
progressitc exposition of my conduct, from the 30th July 
to the 3d Atigust you must do me the justice, of admittiug 
it to be rcconcileakle to a most earnest anxiety for the 
peace and tranquillity of fhr tiarrison. You must also 
ha\c framed a pretty correct notion of the state of things, 
In which, with a crippled and imperfect authoiity, I had 
to espiCrisc what lilMe iiiSuence wnained to me, in arer- 
tii)g the worst of e?Us, The alarm and consternation had 
received a dr^dful aiigmentation, from (he transactions at 
i'richinopoly on the 30th, wlrnre Lieutenant-Colonel 
'Wilkinson haring proposed a signature of the test as a 
matter of option to the Othcers, on thdr refusal to sign it, 
bad. placed them under the closest arrest, with orders to the 
guard to fire on them, should a rescue hare been aU 
tempted. Amidst terror, sospiebn and mutual distrust, 
obscure and indefinite reports were in circulation, as you 
hare heard from Major Macdowall, so far back as the 2Htli 
©f July, that that detachment had been making up car¬ 
tridges three or four snccessiTc nights, as hostile prepara¬ 
tions against the CiarrUon. Whether this was the fact, I 
do not enquire. It iiRnfiicieift forme, that, through the 
w hole (Tayxson, and in that distempered state of H, it was 
generally believed. Under such ckciimsiancet, 1 thought, 
as every ra#ofia1 man would have thought, a mere handful 
of men were no longer safe within the walls. My motives 
will be elucidated, by ray letter to Colonel Davis on that' 
day, intimatiirg to him the impression which had been 
made on the Artillery, by the conduct of that detachment, 
and that.i <Mnld not be answerable for their safety. And* 
here, it is impo5»ible not to adoiire the lingular fatality, 
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has made a meritoHotis act, luggested bjr an anxlef^ 
(or the safety of this detachment, an act of which the 
avowed must hare been the real object,*^ matter of ac,. 
rusa'ion against me. No ingenuity can torture this plain 
and sinipio procedure into any other than its avowed pur. 
pose.—Will it be said, that, being at that time the leader 
of a mutiny against the Government, I was desirous tb 
remove tlio King’s Soldiers into a place of safet}’ ? that, 
with such designs, and when, in furtherance of them, a 
mall detachment of 120 or 130 mens might in ten minutes 
bsve been disarmed, I ret^uested them to go out as a pre. 
caution for their security J, By no sophistry can proposi¬ 
tions so mutually repugnant to each other, be reconciled. 

1 shall now proceed to the attedged overt act, of seizing 
the Public Treasure.—I am spared the necessPy of a mi¬ 
nute or elaborate answer to this part of the charge ; be¬ 
cause I have already pointed out my entire dlsconuection 
with the proceedings of the Officers, who had talcen upon 
themselves the mj/itary authority, at the time when the 
treasuries of Mr. Casamajor and Mr. Paymaster Smith are 
Stated tp have been seized.. "In so grave an accusation, it 
is not more the prerogative of an accused man j than the 
presiding principljs of tbe Judicature before which he 
stands, to require the acts charged egainst him, to be fully 
and legitimately proved: and to adhere to known and 
recognised rules; lest irail and fallible presumptions, or 
loose or unfounded conjectures may take glace of that 
Strict and precise principle of idvestigatibn, whicK leads to 
judicial (ruth by the most direct and shortest process. Turn, 
therefore, to Mr. Casamajor’s evidence, and examine, 
whether any proof i? to be collected from it, of my having 
seized the treasure committed to hts charge? Captain Tur¬ 
ner said, he acted with Colonel Bell’s orders. If what 
Captain Turner said to the Witness, was adopted as con¬ 
clusive evidence of my having given the ordef^ of course 
the act would be mine witli all its responsibility, fiat, 
waving all i*xreption|to the proof; admitting it, if uncon- 
tradicced by any other fact, to amount to a fair in. 
ference of my having given the order, the very next 
sentence in Mr. Casamajor’s deposition brings forward 
^ circumstance, which plainly shews, that it was not 
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by ray order, that Caplaiu Timber was acting. For. on 
^Ir. Casamajor’s beginning the draft of an odicial' 
ler to (jiOTernment, stating that it was by my 
jrder the treasure was detained, Captain Turner imroedi. 
ately objects to the mention of my name ; remarking, that, 
though he had Colonel Bell’s sanction, he had not his per¬ 
mission to say so. 1 think, this incident must have induced 
the Court to draw the conclusion, that my name was used 
for the purpose of the moment. Had 1 given the order, 
Mr. Casamajor would, as a mere matter of course have 
stated that to the Government, w'Uhout the slightest ob¬ 
jection on the part of Captain ufiier. Subject to the 
same observation, is that, which Captain Cadeil told Mr, 
Casamajor, concerning the niemoraiuliim, he said, I was 
making of the reasons for securing the treasure. In a sub¬ 
sequent passage, Mr. Casamajor clearly shews the impro¬ 
bability of my ordering, or even conniving in that'transac¬ 
tion. IJe tells you, that he found I had no command ; 
unauthorised even to receive a letter without the sancti¬ 
on of the committee, to whom all communications, with the 
authority of the Garrison, must have been' addressed. 
Here then is a .complete solution of all doubt upon the 
aubject.—Thf occupation of the treasure by me, or by my 
order, remains not only net proved by regular and legal 
evidence ; but there is regular and legal evidence which 
disproves it. 

This brings me to the treasure of Mr. Paymaster Smith. 
It seems, that Captain He Huvilland and Captain Cadeil 
fold Mr. Smith, that they were commissioned b^r a Board 
of Officers, to require a stakment of the coin in hi$ charge. 
To what extent the fact Istooperate against me, [ have 
yetto leam. That Mr. Smith understood from Capt, Cadeil, 
that the guard was placM over his treasury by me, amounts 
to no more. Nor does Captain Cadell’s letter, of the 
31st, to Mr. Smith, in which my name is also mentioned, 
carry it at all further. It does not even approximate to 
evidence. 1 confess, Gentlemen, I am astonished at th.e 
slender, vagse, and uncertain proofs, on which the Pro¬ 
secutor has attempted to charge me, with the seizing of 
public treasure. It is true, (hat Rungapah talks of the 
conversation I had with him ; in the course of which I 
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said^ i would be the Paymaster. Bat this was on or abouf 
the 6th. The treasure, if can be called a seizure, had 
been seized before, by persons, who, as Mr. Smith him, 
self informs you, had receired their commission from the 
committee of Officers. And Mr. Smith also says, that he 
reccircd no other answers to the letters he wrote to me; 
but that a verbal message was brought to him, stating that 
they would be taken into consideration,—a circumstance 
clearly indicating, that a deliberation was to be held upon 
them by the Committee. With the seizure I had nothing 
to do ; and that when you advert to, fact, which almost every 
Witness conspires to prove, that on the 31st the whole 
tailitary power was in the hands of those Officers, it will 
be placed beyond the reach of contradiction. The 
allegation of the charge «is, a seizure of the Public 
Treasure.—If it , appears, therefore, that I did not seize 
it on the 3lst July, I am surely not culpable for merely 
taking charge of it on the 6th of August, t was influenced 
to that measure, by every motive of duty and necessity. 
It was to secure it from depredation, during the absence 
of the person, to whom the custody of it had been 
committed; toUke care, on my own faith and responsiblli. 
ty, thitt it should be faithfully disbursed, and applied to the 
purposed fat which it was intended. True, 1 said to 
Kungapah, Yottr master has run away. This is the 
cause of all the confusion. I will be the Paymaster.” I 
am sure, that, when you consider the act of seizure as the 
act of others, (for it has ndt been shewn ttf!have been 
mine,) yon will not visit me with much harshness of 
animadversion, for taking care of it, after it had been 
seized, and appropriating it to the ordinary exigencies of 
the service* Von see, that the Treasure was administered, 
in every respect, as it had been before ; the keys kept by 
the same servants; the monies disbursed for the King’s 
k Company’s uses, as before. Not the smallest subtraction, 
or misappropriation. 1 justify this act, as an act of strict 
duty, and inevitable necessity. The Treasure was to be 
.taken care of, or to belos). The per8o,n to whose custody 
it had been entrusted, had abdicated bis office. 1 confess, 

I cannot clearly see, what other procedure my duty to my 
employers could, under such circamsUnces, have sug. 
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gesUB.—Pay could not have been prudently withheld frox. 
the Garrison. Perhaps, it would have been impossible td 
have put the fidelity of the Sepoys to a more perilous test. 
And, had I refused to sanction the necessar}'payments, after 
the Paymaster had abandoned his function, 1 lni^'ht pro¬ 
bably have stood before you under different charges,— 
accused of having betrayed tlie duty of an Officer, and 
the interests of the Honorable < dropany, by measures 
resulting in the mutiny and iasurre ciioii of their Na 
troops. 

If these reasonings are just, 1 can feel but little appre- 
bension from the other fact biought, as a 
aeiaure of Treasure. It was reported, that treasure 
destined to Seringapatam had been slopped on its way. 
By what authority ? By Peons, who, without any writ, 
ten document whatsoever, gave verbal orders, to take the 
treasure by a circuitous route to Mysore. Now, there i's 
no evidence to shew, that I ordered the detachment out 
on that occasion : and you will not supply the absence of 
proof so material, by conjecture. Yet, were I to admit 
that 1 had given the orders, 1 would rest its vindication 
on the strict propriety and necessity of securing a Trea¬ 
sure, which had been interce|ited without any authority 
whatsoever. It would be at any time a matter of strict 
duty, to have taken the necessary steps for its protection, 
as soon as the Havildar made the report of its having been 
stopped. , 

After alt, what does this seizure of treasure amount to', 

whatever aspect it is considered ? Mr. Casaraajor's re. 
maioed secure and untouched. Mr* Smith’s regularly 
disbursed for the eiigencies of the lenrioe, without which 
the Honorable Company’s troops would have been redu. 
ced to famine. The money from the Ceded Districts se. 
cured from depredation, (for the Stoppage of it without 
authority is nothing less,) and safely lodged in the plac^, 
to which was destined. Not the slightest misappropriation 
of this treasure, which T am charged with having seized'. 
If, however, the protection and security of the treasure be 
deemed a criminal seizure in your eyes, turn to the evi. 
dence, and you will find, that, from all share and participa* 
tidi in it, I m completely absolred« 
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You DOW trarelled wUh me, to an imporiant date 
fn the series of these transactions. 0« the Gth of August, 
it seems, that I was requested by the OfficiTS, to coni’iidua 
(he Garrison ; a fact which unanswerably shews, that be¬ 
fore that time I had no command. You will of course 
deem it probable, that whatever agitations and disci tiers 
prevailed before, I am not responsible for them ; for any 
Interposition would have been useless and impotent. I 
have shewn, not by my own uncorroborated stateineuts, 
but by the evidence actually recorded against me, that I 
disobeyed no order on the 30th ; that 1 carried the order's 
1 did receive, irito speedy and diligent ex.ecutioii; that, in 
the real, or imaginary restraint of Colonel Davis, I bad 
ho share; that I had no concern in the proceedings of th#* 
committee ; that I had no controul over them. All that 
ftiy imperfect anthority could effect toward' the restoralioii 
of tranquillity, you will also perceive, that 1 effected ; 
that, fearful of the safety 6f a small detachment of one of 
IJis Majesty’s Regiments, I urged their removal, as a 
mere matter of precaution J that I did all, that the Go¬ 
vernment required of me ; that I cheerfully gave tlie prof¬ 
fered pledge of obedience; that, when I returned that 
pledge with my signature to Colonel Davis, I intimated U> 
him, that, although desirous of staying in the Garrison as 
long as 1 could do any good, I would obey any ordf rs he 
would give me; and that in truth I received nj 
order at all, or even a suggestion sufficient to liu. 
pose- upon me a clear and definite rule of conduct.— 
Your own conceptions will supply much, of what must be 
left imperfect in this picture. You may conceive, (some 
of you mdy in part have experienced,) the embarrassments, 
by which i was beset; the jealousy with which 1 w;:s 
watched ; the conflict of feelings, into which 1 was thrown, 
by the very solicitude I felt to discharge my duly. You 
may imagine astateof things, where the lines that divide du¬ 
ty a!id disobedience are so faint and shadowy, that Irom 
human candour will be demanded its most benignant allow ¬ 
ance to human error. If, in such a season, the feet lalK'r, 
Or break and snap asunder some of the nice and luintiie 
threads find filaments which entangle them, who is there, 
that will pronounce a severe eondemnation ? It is then, 
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ym nvill Ior»5t fa ihe inffntion aft fHe and eriteriofi 
of tht* action. It k ihftn also, that, vrpighing the difRrul- 
ttes anil the p.^rils to he encoantered, you will not witlu 
hold, wh/'i! you dwcoru the honor and the rectitude of th® 
heart, that eulargej and liberal discretion, which consist* 
in the prudent choice of evils, in bending,—as it were, be¬ 
neath the storm,—in the teiiiporiiry submission to necessL 
ties,—in the adaptation of jconduct to times and to cirCuin- 
fitiincfS. 

I shall now consider the only remaining heads of accu¬ 
sation,—the firing on the troops, and the refusal to deli. 
Ter up the Fort to the proper authoritojs. See, whether the 
intentions, which have hitherto animated me, will be found, 
in this matnrer stage of the transartion, to have .departed 
from me. 

Another quo^iion svlll perhaps present itfelf. Whether, 
in the new aiid extraordinary combination of circumstances 
which had arisen, a sound discretion was not conferred up« 
on mo, of averting a bloody conflict between fellow sol¬ 
diers, and fellow citizens, by fivery means in my power. 
From what yon have already collected concerning the 
fevered state of the (larrison, the feelings which prevailed, 
i»;u] the ])assions by which the Officers were animated, you 
W'd hit r.'jibled to form a faint idea of the difficulties, with 
■'vhirh I liad to ''Iruggle. Could I escape ? That was im- 
V 'ii-iblc. Had it been possible, could I have deserted my 
post i It Wrjs my maxim of duty, that 1 was bound to stay, 
‘0 long as I could bn of any use ; so long as I could pre- 
Ffirvfi quiet by my remonstrances, my entreaties, and what 
little of antbofity remained to rat. Had I any order to quit 
the Garrison? None. Had I received any, 1 would hare 
made the attt:mpt, though it must have beeti immediately 
defeated. I had given an intination to Collonel Davis, in 
the IcKc’' above alluded to, that 1 would stay as long as 1 
con hi do any good, or till 1 had his orders. His silence 
implied an acquiescence. He gave me no orders to the 
contrary. The letter, in which he observes, that the Gar¬ 
rison were determined at all events to oppose the Govern¬ 
ment, was neither received, or repliii to, by me. Could my 
ioduence induce ihe Officers to deliver up the Fort ? In 
the first place, no orders to that eifcct were evergiveni la 
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fhci^cond, the very attempt would have been lidlculous.—. 
Under such circumstances, 1 resolved, by every expedient 
within my power, to restore discipline and obetlieuco, 
and to quiet the exasperations, which might otherwise 
break out into the most fatal and pernicious uuasures. 
It is for this, that I have been dragged hither as a ciioiu 
nah 

With these views I rc-assumed the command. I thought, 
that, in the hands of a man anxiously bent on peace arid 
order and subordination, the eu^troul would be cver^ 
cised with better chance for the public interests, than in 
the bands of seventy or' eighty.' Am I a criminal for 
having thus thought, and thus acted ? Uad 1 declined it, 
I should have remained within the walls of Seriugapa- 
tam, a mere prisoner, stripped of all influence to con- 
troul, or check, or admonish. Every thinking man 
most tremble, when he conjectures what would hate re, 
suited from such an anarchy. 

That these motives animated me, is not my own uti, 
supported 8^>sefliou. The.y are to be traced in the uni¬ 
form laii:,uage and sentiments of my letters to Colonel 
Davis, when the military power was exercised by the 
committee. These letters have been produced, no doubt, 
to shew, that my intcniions were criminal. Jteview 
them, and you will find that they warrant no such con- 
elusions. But, amongst these letters, 1 was not a little 
astonished, that one to Colonel Davis so late us the 5t!i 
of August, did not make its appearance. It* would have 
been an important document; becausa it would have 
clearly demonstrated, what intentions 1 cherished, and 
with what motives I was influenced on that day. It was 
written, the day before the revival of my authority. All 
communications between Colonel Davis iu\vl iho Garri. 
•on, had ceased on the> 3d. Large bodies of Mysore 
troops had appeared in movement They had cutolf tHe 
•upplies of the Garrison, and had committed other acts 
of irreguiarity, by seizing and detaining persons, on their 
way from ct to the Fore. In the total cessation of all 
intercourse betweeu Ike Gi^ctison and ^Mysore, and the 
suppression of . all intelligence from every quarter whatso. 
^vcf; this circumstaacc had excited sensations the more 




▼eltoment, as it was inystcrions and obiciire. No 
c;ould believe, that it had entered into the head and hearjj; 
of any British subject, to let loose the troops of a Native 
power ou an English Garrison, and teach a dangerous 
theory, which might hereafter be practised to the destruc. 
tioQ of the Empire* It nejcr was imagined^ that such a 
procedure was authorised by the Governmeat. In the 
midst of the agitation occasioned by this most mysterious 
circumstance, 1 rejoiced, thoif; the Officers who bad thep 
tile controul of the Garrison, had determined on the 
most pacific conduct. Under that impression^ I wrote 
the fallowing letter to Colonel DaviSi the Judge 
Advocate Las not yet produced. 

5iJi Jugust^ 1809 . 

Sin ; 

It has been communicated to me, that the Officers of 
this Garrison have come to a determination, not to be 
the first to conimeiicc hostilities. 1 have therefore 
to hone, that they will come round in a few days, 
anil follow the steps of fheir brother OflicerSj rather 
than risque the loss of British India.’' 

(SigjQCil) J. BELL, Lieutenant-Colonel^ 

Senior Officer^ 

TO COTONEL DiVIS.’’ 


^uch, on the 5th day of August, were the expres. 
sions of thu man, who from the 30th July is said to havf 
liopn at the head of a dangerous and alarming mutiny. 
Von will, tliercforej jicrceive, if this letter speaks an 
«imi;nbiguous language, tiiat, so late as the -5th, X induL 
ged the hope, that ttie Officers would follow the steps of 
thi'ir brother Officers, by signing the test; and that, 
instead of meditating revolt and couspiracy, my heart 
was occupied with the solicrtudei of a man loyal to his 
King and Ins country. 

With tliis hope, I rejoiced, that my authority returned 
to me. How could I predict, that, directing my efforts 
VO these ends, and feeling these solicitudes, 1 could have 
been considered as heading a intUiny ? 

And here, I cannot but lament, that Lieutenant Colo- 
cel Davis, should have disdaiued all cousuUa^QQ 
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on tW mcasiirps to bo adopfod. To the best of my 
liumble talents, and with a loyalty as sincere and nn- 
affected as liis own, T would have rendered him my as« 
‘Istaiice towards the restoration of peace and discipline, 
lint other counsels prevailed. I will boldly assert, that 
this w'ant of confuience, which w'as warranted by nothing 
eilher in my character or conduct, has been the source 
of the unfortunate train of events, which yon are now 
investigating. 

There was, however, another powerful inducement^' 
fo sooth and conciliate the agitations of the Garrison^ 
which was actively alive to my mind. I mean, 
tijc expected arrival of Lord Minto, This, combined 
with, other circumstances, will explain many of my 
letters. Tile British Empire was endangered by the 
ronflicl between the army and Sir George Barlow* 
The open opposition of the Ilydrabad force, {who^ 
being the leaders md fu'sl agiiuiors of these tu^ 
faults^ have been the first objects of amnestj/^) made the 
dangei in my eyes almost gigantic. Cut oil' from all com¬ 
munication and intcJIigonce, probably it loohc-d as it wera 
largt'r t!ian it was, through the darkness in which we were 
kept, it was a time, when a man bent on the restoration 
of discipline, might bo pardoned much wider deviations 
from duty, than can bo urged against me. The magnitiulft 
of the stake, might well excuse some errors in the game. 
Contemplating the extent and size of the peril; |ijo more 
timn dubious policy of employing against British troops a 
jVativp ally, naturally jealous of our comlnlon and dispos- 
ul to avaii it&elf of every discord among ourselves, which 
might wf aken or undermine onr authority ; the convictioji^ 
that snek a measure could receive no^ countenance front- 
aiuj Government^ rchkh teas watchful over the interests of 
our Indian Empire ; the a?v«ra«cc', that such a measure^ 
if adopted by the local Government^ zeould draw dowit 
from their country the most tremendous responsibility for 
the awful trusts they had abused: but above all, the cer- 
faint), that, whatever were my scntlrnenls, the Garrison 
would be defended to the last drop of Idood within its walh, 
against the assault of the Mysoreans All these conside- 
latiuiis rendered we solicitousj by a temporary policy, tn 
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Avort the conflict; to prevent the shedding of civil blood, 
and to evade a struggle * with a Native power, in a cause, 
in which victory would have been the worst of defeats, and 
success the most fatal of calamities. Fur this reason, as £ 
told Colonel Davis, ( considtTed the Fort confided to my 
charge, and referred to the Supreme Governinent the de« 
cisioa of a que tiou, so wholly new and unprecedented. 

But, you will not be at a loss to discover the reasons, 
and the motives, by which £ was intluenced. A mere delay 
was all that 1 solicited. £ knew the inflamed spirit, with 
which an attempt td tike the G arriSou wduld be repelled* 
I knew that any order I might be inclined to give for its) 
surrender, would be unavailing. I had, therefore, before 
my eyes the dreadful horrors of a civil war, of which, if 
the sword was once draw'ii, I forefaw that my authority 
■would not assuage or restrain the fury. As a man, I felt 
for the sufTerings of man in such a contest.—As a British 
Officer, f felt for iny fellow soldiers, and countrymen, 
■whose blood would have been poured out in an ignominious 
quarrel by a Native soldiery. I was desirous, therefore^ 
that the sword might remain in its scabbard, not, as 1 con¬ 
sidered, for an indefinite period, but for a slight and incon.^ 
siiderable interval, Uill the arrival of Lord Miuto, who Avas 
then hourly expected. 

Put yourselves in n y situation, and ask, whether, in act¬ 
ing under the influence of such feelings, I am to be con- 
clcnmed as a mutineer ? Human conduct is to be tried, not 
by its du'dd letter, but its living and active .spirit. It was 
to spare the inevitable effusion of blood, that 1 wrote the 
letter of the fith of August to Colonel Davis ; to incline 
him to foroffo the attempt to direct the Mysore force a- 
gainst the place, (an attempt of which the succo.ss and the 
failure were fttpially to be deprecated,) to leave us in a 
harmless tranquillity for a few days, ’till the determinatloji 
of Lord Minlo was pronounced. From tlio style of my 
letters, it will be seen, that the arrival of the Governor 
General was hourly expected. Cut ofl' from all public 
intelligence, 1 knew nothing of the unfortunate delay that 
had retarded it. I requested Colonel Davis to forward iny 
letter to his Ijordship, expecting that it would find him at 
Madras. Is this a mutinous refusal, io cleiiver up the Fori 
to ik$ proper authorities ? 
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Under the assurance, that scarcely a day could infer# 
Vene before Lord Miiito’s arrival, and almost con\inm| 
that he was then at the Presidency, 1 considered. If J 
could ward off the evil, for a few hours, or at most a few days, 
I should act according to the strictest obliaations of jjolicy 
and of duty. The proclamation of Lord Minto, dated the 
SOth of July, had announced his deteiminatioii of coming 
to the Coast; and no other construction could be pnt upui\ 
his resolution, but that be was coming to prevent the cun.« 
sequences of civil warfare ; to mediate, to heal, to hear, 
to conciliate, to redress. Ills proclamation inspired theso 
hopes ; and every countenauce, on which gloom and des^ 
poiidcncy had so long sat, beamed with expectation. These 
expectations received strength and confidence from ths 
known character and dispusilioiss of his Lordship. 7he 
eyes of all vifre turned towards a man, who had noi 
learned the art of Government in his orifice, or surveyed 
mankind from his desk; hut to a man, whose knowleU^st 
of human affairs had been enlarged by a British edinum 
iion, and whose mind had been liberalized by Ihitish ha¬ 
bits of thinking and feeling. From such a man^ it was 
not to be supposed, that,, coming professedly for the pur* 
pose of enquiry and redress, he would suffer himself ta 
be led by those, whose interest it was to deceive him, or 
surrender himself into their hands, the instrument of 
their passions and resentments. Adverting to the 
avowed object, for which the Governor General an. 
noiinced his intentions of repairing hithci;, 1 consi., 
dered, that, by delaying a conflict which every good mars 
must have deprecated, I should be acting in literal sr.bser# 
viincc to his views and inclinations. 

Pill, you will observe, that, to my letter to Colonel Davis,' 
I received no aii'^wer. 1 had no order to deliver up tho 
(garrison. And surely, Gentleinem, when the intentions, 
with which I acted in an emergency latally new, are taken 
into con idcration, some doubts might remain, whethtr au 
order, an attempt to execute which, would infallibly havo 
led to tlie sanguinary conflict 1 hoped to avert, would 
not have furnished that new modification,” of military 
duty, which has been applied by high authoufy to cases of 
ittfiuiteJy 1«S6 moment, than that in which i was obligsti 
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to act. If there is a time, in which a military man may 
pause and deliberate cbiicerning the execution of an order; 
tf he is ever absolved from the ordinary obliga¬ 
tions of ohedictice, it is whf*n, in the total absence 
of a rational utilityj or an over-rniing necessity, 
he is called on to deliver up his fellow crealures to 
slaughter and destruction■ lied I been convinced^ 
that VO other purpose teas in the coritemplu^ 
tion of those^ xtho urged the Garrison to exlrcniities^ 
but that of obtaining for themselves a sort of excuse^ 
in the violent and inegulur cotulnd of the Jrmp; even 
ihen^ the duti/ 1 owed both to God and man would have 
vsellesr.uscd a reluctance^ to become the instrument of so 
detesial k a policy. 

Happily, however, 1 do not “require the aid of such 
reasonings. I gave n* refusal, to deliver rp the Fort to 
the proper authorities. I received no orders to do so. 
But, it is beside the purpose to talk of refusal; when I 
knew, that the 0 Ulcers of the Garrison were detenmiied to 
defend the Fort against the cvpected assault of Ih- jMy. 
Koreans, to the lost drop of their blood ; and that niy au¬ 
thority would have been wholly incompetent to restrain 
the oondlct, had it on-.o commenced. What thou have [ 
done ? f endeavoured, by my letter to Colonel Ujvis and 
to Pnrneah, in the true spirit of a man anxious to avert a 
most dreadful evil, to dissuade them from the atl(?inpt at 
taking the (laiTiion, wliich would inevitably hav^ been op¬ 
posed with the most determined sjvjrit, and have terminat¬ 
ed with mutual loss and bloodshed. This will bo the true 
coiiimenlary of ray letters to Colonel Davis, and Purneah; 
as well of those to Lord Minto, from which it will be 
plainly perceived, that, conceiving that there was already 
a suspension of tiie. local Governmenl by hi'. Lortlsiiip’s 
arrival, I referred myself to the .Supreme Government for 
the line of conduct 1 was to pursue and staled tlie men- 
'sures into which I had been compelled, by the preparations 
to assault the place, which had excited a determined spirit 
of resistance in the Olficers unilor my cornmanu. This is 
my offence. J reference, not a resistance, to the pro¬ 
per authority, Whatever may be my fate, 1 iL.i!J turn fp 
this passage of my life, and tufm the motives, wluc4 
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bfltif^ncfd ilj -widi a saiisfaction, Tthich no external cJr-* 
cuiiibtajici'fi can impair aiul diminish. 

1 had vainly hoped, that, thus temporizing wiih a roost 
portentous (ml, 1 'jhanld have warded otr‘ the event I 
dreaJeii. Some allowances are due to my .‘■ituation. From 
the first to the last, I was ready, to obey legal orders,” 
as I professed m uiy letter to Ford Minto. ( oiond Davis 
treated my comronnicalions, with the most suiii n c’irdain. 
J received no oiders, IJ.ul any orders bti n given ifie, i 
dionid have done what lilile was in my jn.wer. 1 slK.i’ld 
have made the ellort to obey tlieni. In the mean tijue, 
entrusted with llie safely ot a i'litish (i'aiii.‘.on, I was 
anvious only to pK'Serve it from the lioriors whic!. (hrea- 
toned it. This was all that 1 could do. My autluiiy 
was circumscribed within these beiiUtls. I have hefoKj 
said, that it was wholly incompetenl, to ellecl a suinnder 
of the (tarrison. 

My hopes, liowcver, were frustrated, by the ovf.ni!. of 
tin* lUh of August. Of the iiatnro of roy antl.orKy' iu 
Mich a slate of things, you may easily form an estimate, 
ami how far I am criminally icspoie ibie for having dom* 
that, which would inevitably huYC brni dene by oiinr«. 
if It he said, why did you retain tlie shadow of an au- 
tliM.’itv, whii-h yon could not eiuctnally exerciie ? My 
aii''-.n'i is. that I retained it, fiom the conviction, that the 
es'inuilion inwlncii 1 was In id by the Army in ginrral, (an 
estimation which it is my pride to have obtained imd merit¬ 
ed,) would give some weight 10 my opinion and nmoii- 
slranees, and that, ifi could not wholly subdue tln^exasper¬ 
ation, 1 might at least soften and mitigate it. I will now 
])roceed concisely to state the event of the lUii; and, in 
the simplest statement of it, f Du&l, you will find my ful¬ 
lest vindication. Vou will have already observo'd, that, 
anxious only for delay, till my reference to the Supremo 
(loverninnit was answered, and intent on the prevmtion 
of bloodhlw'd, some preparations were made against the 
threaleimd attack of the M) soreans. AV'hen il was found, 
that Knropf-au troops were in sight, my solicitude to avoid 
n conliici vvas redouhhnl. 1 would conceive in imagina¬ 
tion the dreadful <Mr:M'’,e,^which must have ensued, if, by a 
furprize on the G irrisun, or an altompl to pass the bridge^ 
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liosUlides had once commenced, I knew, the attempt 
Would J\avc been obstinaUdy resisted. 1 was anxious^ 
therefore, to evade the e\il. 

In the ijitiui time, a camp was formed in a position, which 
pot a little perplexed us. If the moveineiit of the European 
force was hostile, it was dilUcult to reconcile it to any vulgar 
potion of military operations, that it should have been 
planted williiu range of tiic g 'US. On the other hand, it 
is equally dillicuU to co'.ijecture, that a Garrison in a slato 
of hostile iusiurection agiinst the vi^il and Military au¬ 
thorities, should have »iitiered the encampment to remaia 
without molestation, under the vit) mui.tli of their aitillery. 
In the morning of the 11th, two Oflicers were sent to the 
Camp, to enipiire concerning the intenlieus with which the 
force iutl b.en marched, to intimate the references that 
had been made to Lord Minto, the imprudent situation 
in which iiiey were encamped, and to assure them, that 
the GarTison was in the utmost tranquillity, aud had de¬ 
termined mo.-it religiously to .ibstiiiii from every act, which 
inigliL result in b!oodi»iiod, till an answ er was iceeived to 
their application to the Supreme Government. This de, 
puiaiion, after miking an inetfectu.il atleinjit to be hea.d, 
retuinc.l to tile Garrison. Had this de|’.u!atiou been te., 
ceiveJ, the fatal events of that da^ would have been averU 
^d. 

It was about tea o’clock, that a considerable body of 
Sepo}s were discovered to the Noithward, advancing 
towards the |<'ort. Whit battalion:' they were, 1 did not 
know. Aft they were Ujtpi'ouching the Fort, we perceived, 
that they were liarrissed and pressed upon in all directions 
by (he Mysore horse. The safety of so large a body of 
the Honoi.ible Co npuny’;! Native troops, could not but by 
Jumaiter of considerable an.\iety. By what orders they 
inarched,—whether tiicy marched wilhout any, f was who(- 
ly ignorant. Wo observed, however, shortly afterwards, 
that a delachmeiit of the king’s trojps had left the camp, 
and were advancing with impetuosity towards the Soffoys, 
A setae of vuisud! I't J'olloLscil^ lAiicli it is pnh/f.d lo 
^ecal lo remimhrumc. The Dragoons and Titnoink's 
Horse began toe it np (lie u’ntjsl d'feacclcss BatlationSy 
j/^ho searned struggling in disonkr^ and apparently cx^ 
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hnustcd tri/h Ihe Jati^ucs vj ikuir march, Tlicy had stilt 
a consulcfablc distance to traverse, before they could 
reai h tlic Fort. In the mean time,, there n’cmed every 
prohabUitjj. that (he icholc z^oidd have been cut vp^ 
bcjoie ihvjj could ceme i^lllun zls proiecilvn. The tnasm 
sucre of 6u numvroitca bud// if tmops^ every svggcition 
of humanity^ reason and polny ((tiled on me to prcm 
vent, ]So other i:ioti\u Mas jiresciW lo my miiul« 
For this purpose, and animated sahly by ibis 
impulse, a veiy few More lirtU from the 

Garrison; which, although from the (Jistanre to Mhich they 
were sent, could have elieeted no mischief, by their direc¬ 
tion migltt induce the Dragoons and tlie Mysore troops, 
<0 desist from the pursuit and slaughter of the Compa¬ 
ny’s battalions. Happily this effect was produced. Two 
battalions of Sepoys were almost entirely saved from dc- 
Blruction, by a tiring, of M’bich the object was merely lo 
intimidate tlroao :cho -acre pursuing than Kith carnaffc, I 
caunut sec, with uhat plausiuiUty, tins cau be urged 
as a matter of crimination, i aniuuf imclgiuc, that an if 
man in cold bloody (cottid have issued from the scat vf 
(iovcnmaif^ one of iJiose hhft, and must sacred trusts 
is the patanui protection of the •Sulive snhjecfs of In^ 
dfu^ an 01 tier to extirpate so many of (rod's crrfl/«rc 4 ‘ 
belort! it coulii have been Known, whellier tiieir inovemcnt 
toMurds the Clanison Mas criminal or innocent. IJut I 
am relieved from all doubt on this head, liy ihe public 
declaration of Sir George liarlow himself, in a general 
order of Ihe 3Utli of August, these very battalions are cx. 
erupted from blame, and (heir iunoeence jiiibliely proclaim¬ 
ed. What then is the inference? If my statement is 
true, and is proved in cvideuco, he, who is charged Mifh 
having tired on Ihe troops of His 'Majesty and the 
Hajab, in furtherance of a dangerous anil alarming 
muiiny, discharged a few harmless shot, which had 
the efiect of saving from destniclion two innocent batta¬ 
ilous of the Company’s Army. 'I his is a fact, which will 
appeal with nsistless force to the consciences of all, who 
linow the nature of our Fasteni dominion. Such persons 
need not be told, that it is an empire not of physical 
force, hut of moral akccudaney, aud that, among the mys- 
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Imoua dialns by wbicb it is preserved, the stron^efif ijnrf 
iiii’ most blojiiiij; is that which is grappled rouad|ttic heart 
and th? afiections of those, whom wftgo\eru. 

Bnt, if proof is requiredj to attest how remote the in« 
tcjitiuo of re‘'.cuiiii» these battalions was, from that of hos¬ 
tile aggre-'sion on the Mysore or the King’s troops, ic ifi 
w 01 ill while <0 observe, that Ihe part of the Ganison, who 
v.eTUout to cover the retreat of the Sepoys, were repeat¬ 
edly bred on from the troops remaining in the camp ; that 
they did not fire a single shot, although the camp was 
Ti'jtlcr the giiiss »»fthe Fort, and might wilhout any diili- 
ciili'. have l;eeu destroyed. 

1 pi oce'il however, in the melancholy narrative of the 
llsh of Augost. The Sepoys, who proved to be parts of 
the 1st liattaiion of the 8th, and the 1st battalion of tho 
l/jfh Ueginii nt N. f,, for nearly the whole of tint clay con¬ 
tinued to come into the Fort, stripped, piundeied, and 
Mccoing. it was found, that about 171 were dreadfully 
vvouiui(‘J: that about 50 lives had been lost, and, amongst 

• '"■e, I) -iiy of ihe unhapijy followers. 1 would describe 

uC'fhod Kpectacics, who prcsenied tlioni.sel' es in the Fort 

* ' {lie Ollier, during the whole of that da\, iliitl find 

y.i I if u!' lide to eonvey to jem the faintest picture of its 
h^. f dwell upon it, only as it constituted the nec(ssi- 

on which it was dceiHcd requisite for the safety of the 
Garrison, by (iiiiig near ih'* encampment on that night, 
toiemove it from a position which aiiguiented the commo- 
tioii occasioned by the cu/lin^ up oj Ihc ‘'epi'vs. 

On tills o('ca<>ii n, as It became me, j did all ilsatl couldj 
fo ifSioie the roiifnleuee of (lie Native 'ITu' ps in the Gar¬ 
rison. The feelings excited by the events i-f (ho day, had 
been roust'd b\ the dreadful spectacles before their eyes, 
into a most alarming inriubordination. TheSepoj.s of tho 
lunalion.s who had sulfered, cried out, that they had been 
betrayed by their Officers, who had given them strict or¬ 
ders not to five a musket at Ifis Majesty’s troops. But the 
ngitatton was not confined to these Battalions, it had M- 
teiided iGclf, through the whole Native force of the Oar- 
rhou. The ciy wa”, for revenge. 'J’hey called out in a 
phrenzy of indignation, to be led out against the Camp, 
jn the mean tlme^ reports were circulated, that basket 
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boatfs conitriicting to cross the VIrer, and scaling 
ladders to mount the walls. Such anatlempt; from the 
dispositions of the Odicers, and the inflamed temper of the 
troops, would have ended in a dreadful slaughter. I knew, 
thatmy authority could not restrain the fury of feelings, 
which so many unhappy events had conspired to produce. 
With the same motives, which in every stage of these 
transactions continued to influence me, anxious to avert so 
melauciioly a contest, and doubly anxious, from the occur* 
rences of the day, to preserve the lives of the Garrison, 
and those who were acting against it, I deemed it ex« 
pedient, to remove (he encampment from the smgu* 
)ar position it had taken. A few small shells were, 
therefore, thrown at night, so directed, as to fail on the 
skirls of the Camp, and warn them of their danger. That 
there was no other object in firing, is evident from the 
simple fact itself; that had other feelings influenced me, 
the whole camp might with iiUlc difficulty have been de. 
fitroyed. This firing, therefoie, like (he former, was to 
intimidate, not to destroy ; to avert the horrors of a gene¬ 
ral rising of the Sepoys in. the Garrison, and to save the 
lives of those, who, it seems, were acUng against it. If the 
question be here again interposed, why did you, by re¬ 
maining as the nominal and ostensible head of the Garri¬ 
son, incur the responsibility of these transactions ? My 
answer is, again, 1 could nut escape. By remaining there, 

1 was enabled to ward off by delay the most fatal of con. 
ilicts. 1 vindicate (his act, with confidence. 1 have saved 
the effusion of innocent blood. 1 slopped an insurrection 
in (he Garrison, the probable consequences of which can 
be best conjectured by those, who remember the fatal in. 
cidents at Vellore. The Natives of Hindustan are meek, 
and submissive, beyond any other example in national 
character. But they are not dead to the ordinary impulse 
of humanity. ‘Mf you prick them, they will bleed ; 
if you insult them, they will revenge,” They hold their 
existefltee by that charter, on which nature has written her 
wnaiterahlc and eternal laws. 

The Witnesses will best speak to the perturbation of the 
Garrison at this alarming period. Women and children 
did not esc.ipe (hb uivdi^tiiiguishiiig attack. AU that 



cJouhl awafeen fte feeling* of men, ant! stir them to retail* 
ation, e^efy minute presented to tlierr eyes.—Some faint 
conception may beformcjl of the agitations occasioned on 
the yery s}wt, where the poor, miierable and mangled tIc- 
tims bad salFeredy by those which were produced, when the 
tiovernment account of this day was received in General 
prders at Ilydrabad. They had nearly proved fatal to 
the country, andevery European in it* For it is asotemtt 
fact, capable of easy proof, that, when (hose orders were 
read, in which it was stated, that the whole of the Re« 
l)el force” had been destroyed, Iht Sepoys of that statitoA 
instigated by tlieir wives and women in camp, turned out 
armed ^ cut every European's throat, and, amongs the 
rest, those of their own Ofticers. This perturbation was 
quieted only by the presence of mind of an Officer at that 
station, who assured them, that the detail published by the 
Government was unfounded. 

Itis with satisfaction, that I leave this part of the s&bject. 
■Whatever may be the event of this trial, the remembrance 
of that, which is thus imputed to me as a crime, shall never 
depart from me, but with life itself. When the recent 
transactions of India arc viewed by minds untlnctured by 
local prejudices, and unbiassed by local animosities, what. 
<j!ver becomes of me, the transaction itself will reflect no 
shame upon my memory. 

I have scarcely time to advert to the evidence of Lleii'e- 
nant Grove. As to the conversation, in which, he .*iays, 
that 1 used the violent and absurd expressions, he puts into 
my muuih, on that occasion, if the utter improbability of it 
be not a sufficient refutation of it, there are persons, who 
were present at the time, who will give it a peremptory 
contradiction. Little observation also is required, as to 
what Colonel Munro is stated to have said, in the confe. 
reuce of the 14th; in which, it would seem, 1 had expressed 
a determination to bury myself in the rums of tho 
i'ort, rather than surrender it.—In truth, 1 used no 
such txpresssion ; nor did I authorise him fh use 
it in my name. From the first to the last, 1 was 
nnabk to surrender the Garrison. I had no choice. 
Comp41od to stay there, 1 tiiought 1 was bound to do 
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as the moment wm arrired, in which my inflaence could 
be effecttt^ly exerted, to procure a return of obediencn 
and duty, it was not exerted in vain, I shall shew, that, ‘ 
bad it not been from my example and remonstrances, the 
Fort would Aot to this day, in all probability, been 
surrendered^ 

I have thus gone thro’ the whole of this long 
tf&nsaction. If I have wearied you by the length of 
defence, my excuse must be "suggested hy the variety 
or miuute facts, and conversations and expressions, whlcli 
Ihaye been huddled together in support of this accusation. 
1 have shewn, from the first beginning of it, with what 
sjjirit I was influenced ; that in the proceedings of others, 
1 had no participation ; that those for which 1 am res¬ 
ponsible, were not only urged by an imperative necessity, 
and dictated by the most honorable iiitentioas, but they 
have averted the most serious caiaodties. 

But even, if errors are imputable to me in such a state of 
things, arc they to be visited on my head as crimes ? Is no 
regard to be had to a situation, in which the best of us 
might well tremble to be placed ? to the embarrassing con. 
lirt of opposing duties, to agitation, siispence, hope, fear, 
and the whole tumult of feelings, which, iu sucit circum¬ 
stances, might hurl the reason of man from its seat, and 
deliver over his mind to chaos and distraction ? I may sure¬ 
ly ask you, to Consider tile whole of niy coniliict, and not 
in detached k broken pasages. Try me by its intentions 
and its spirit. That is the course of divine justice, which, 
as far as the frailty of our natures aduiit, liuniau judicatui'eS 
ought to imitate. 

I have ahit(aineil^ as far as justice fa mijscIJ tsoufd per^ 
ttiit^frfun all aniniadversion on the late measarfs of the 
Iocai Government^ lehich have terminated in these dissen- 
shiis. But, if is due to the character of a lofjal, high^ 
sptrited and honorable Army^ to remark^ iknt no fancied 
oppiessioii or trivial grievance vsould have driven, them, 
into resistance. I am no apologist for revolt* / 
sijmpatliizc tciik their foriiaes^ I honor their virtues; 
hut I loill not vindicate their excesses. On all OQcasionSf 
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/ htive ntbuhmaidiimlh an honest zed for their teelfaref 
the most snMsshe patience. But, it is at the same 
time “not impossible to' conceive a stale of things^ 
occasioned hjj the systematic irritation of a public body^ 
tehick may raise feelings^ toosf¥i^ng/o he restrained by the 
lam and obligations of public disciplins. When ihcso 
iransdciims are reviewed^ as they most assttredlywUl be^ by 
the supreme anikoriiy of the British nation^ it will be a 
question worthy their most awful attention^ whether the 
disease might not have been cured by temperance and 
mildness^ without the loss of one iife^ and without any'rcid 
diminution of power on the part of Govempient ; whether, 
instead of being stricilj a conflict between the Army ana 
the Government, it is not to be eharacierized rather as a 
contest with an individual, tsho had overstepped the 
legal limits of the authority, with which he was entrusted. 
Ill mr I shall establish by evidence the foilav. 

in^ points. I shall shevir, by those who took a part in these 
proceedings, that, till the 6th of August, the military 
authority was exercised by the Officers of tlie Garrison, and 
that my authority as Senior Officer, in fact, ceased daring 
that time to exist; that, had I been disposed oreren atteniqted 
to leave the Garrison within the dates specified in the charges, 
it would have been wholly inpraclicahle ; that, liad I 
attempted to surrender the Garrison, at any time witliia 
those dates, the attempt would have been equally unavailing; 
that the ftying on the llth, was urged, as a nuUier of strict 
necessity, by the conduct of the NiUivetroops on that day and 
the inflamed state of the Garrison ; that there would have been 
a rising amongst those troops ill tfie Garn\un, had nut that 
measure boon adopted to quiet their fee’ings; that, when the 
detachment went out to cover fho Cidtiledroog battalions, 
they abstained from ail refaiiation, in pur^nuucc of their strict 
instructions to avoid any thing that might lead to bloodshed, 
though they Had it in their power to destroy the camp ; (hat 
the Chlttledroog Battalions, w'hoai Sir G. Barlow exempts 
from all blame, were saved by the dring ou the llth, and 
brought within the protection of the Fort; that, on the 20th 
August, when the Hydrabad letter arrived, I gladly availed 
myself of that opportunity of surrendering the Garrison; 
and that, had it not been for my example and iudueace, the 
liort would not have been delivered up. 
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I shftlt can no Wl tfloiies to my chahsefer. I trusty tbit I 
none. ImiU not even tefer to tlxli pQblic recorded thaoks, 
uhich (tiaTe more than once received fortiiy Services frooa 
dilferent Governiner.ts« The testimonies of my conduct are 
to be foiled, in the whole ofl life dedicatdd to the service of 
my country. I shall not remind you of the long, and I 
hope, not inglorious career in the service, through irhiifh I 
hare passed. If, as 1 hare been day after day, ignooHui* 
ously marched across this rery spot, from the place of my con- 
hiiement, totliatof my trial, and called on to defend myself 
against the worst of charges; many of those recollections awak. 
ett themselves in my mind, which sometimes embitter the 
present by recalling the past; they will not appear iiu. 
natural. For, it cannot hut have occured to me, as no 
light visitation of that providence, who humbles ns with 
nnl'oreseen vici^ssitudes, that, on this very spot, iu which I 
have more than once exposed my life for the preservation 
of the British Power iri India, it should now be endanger, 
ed by an accusation of having attempted to destroy it* 

I might here advert to the length of my contiuement, 
which has bueii embittered by many needless severities. 
This might be well considered, as a punishment more than 
equal to any error, or even any oOvnee 1 have committed. 
I forbear, however, from dwelling oh the subject. 

But 1 repose with coiiddeiice on your justice. You are 
emphatically a Court of honor. I am couvinced, that iiej. 
tiler the awe of power, nor ilie blandishments of hope, nor 
the allnrernents of iMlerest, will divert you fromtlie severest 
rectitude of jndgmmit on this awful occasion. I know, 
that, disdaining those prejudices, and subduing those aui.. 
uii«<iitirs, which sometimes bring a man to his trial vvith un. 
tifipated conviction, yon will feel, amongst the other obli¬ 
gations of your duty, tliat of redeeming an innocent mait 
fiom (lujust accusations. With this cheering rellection, 1 
shall close my defence, and thank you for the patience with 
wliicli you hare heard it. 

(Signed) J, BF.LL, Lieut, Col, Art* 

. Unjor Kennij of the l9//i Regiment Native Inf 
a U'itr.iis iii siq^pori of the Defence, duii/ sworn. 

The diurge is read' 
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Q„ from the Prisoner, not the OfBcers of tVe 

Garrison of Serin^^l^aUm under the direction of a comroiU 
tee or Wy of Officers, previous to the 6th of August last f 

jinmer. Yes, 

* Question. Was I a membci^f that committee ? 

Jnstser: No. 

Qucsiion, From your o»rn knowledge of the state of 
the Garrison, within the dates specified in the charges, was 
it practicable fur me to have left the Fort at any time 
within (hose periods ? 

jinswer. To tho l>€st of my belief, it was not, 

Qimlioii. From your knowledge of the slate of the 
Garrison, was it possible for me to effect a surrender of 
the Garrison, at any time f5ithin those days ? 

' Jnsioer, 1 ct-rtainly think not. 

Ques/hu. From your knowledge of the state of thing! 
in tint Garrison on the Mth of August, would nut the 
attojnpf have been made to protect the Chittledroog bat¬ 
talions, howoTer averse ] might have been to that measure ? 

Amizcr. It is my opinion, that the Garrison would 
hare gone out at all events. 

Qxfe&tion. Xlcscribe to the Court, tho state of things in 
the Garrison, on the day and night of the lUh, occasioned 
by the affairs of.'that day ? 

Anszccr. The greatest agitation prevailed in the Gar- 
Timn ;—so mueh so, that liiyselfand llie greater part of the 
Officers 0 ^ the corps remained in the barracks all night. 

I have hcard several Natives CTliing ont for revenge, and,' 
as near as T can recollect the words, callitig out to be led 
on to Mysore or the canip. 

Q;/esfhn. From y^onr knowledge of the state of things 
in the Garrison, was iipt tlo' driving otT the encampment 
from their position on the night of the lltli, a matter of 
JifCf“;sity, urged by the irritations and violent conduct of 
the .Native troops ? 

Jiuiser* 1 think, U was, 

QuCsHSn. When the deladimfmt went out from the 
Garrison on ilie nib, to cover the Chiltied■'oog baUalions, 
was the detachment fired on, and by wlio>n, and was the 
firing retunud by the delachmenl ? 

Tlu tictaclnn:*ot was iired on by the party 
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fftlsihind in Colonel Gllli’s ffurp^ and the fire wsa jiso 
mnrnKl hy the delachroeiit. ,, : ' 

Question* Why was it not returned? 

jjnswer, j believe^ a wish to pri^vent the effusion of, 
British blood. 

Question* Were you iM'esent on the 13th of August 
last, Hhen any conversation took place between Lieute- 
nan t Grove and myself ? Did you bear me make me of 
any such expressions, as I think the King’s troops want 
to take possession of the country,” or words to that cfiect ? 

Jnsaer. I was present, and did not certainly hear 
any expression of the kind made use of. 

‘ Question* On the 20th of A ugust last, when the let¬ 
ter from Hydrabad was received in the Gariison, did { 
not induce and intlueuce the Officers as strongly as 1 could^ 
to sign the test ? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. Even after they had signed tlie test, would 
the Officers have surrendered the P'urt, had it nut been fur 
my entreaties and iiifiuenc** ? State, whence you dcriva 
your knovviedge of that fact. 

Anstser. The night before we marched out, the Of¬ 
ficers of the Cd Battalion of the 19ih could not be pievailed 
upon, until Lleutenant-Colonel Bell used his eitbris to that 
eltect. I merely speak of (he 2d Battalion I9th, as coming; 
xnoie particularly within my own knowledge, having c,nu 
'inaiided the cuips; and indeed, 1 think, the junior part of 
the Gaii’i^uu. 

QutsUon* Did not my signing a paper, recommending 
the Garrison to be given up, induce the Officers to come 
into that nu>a<iuro ? 

Ansxser* Yes, 

Question. Was not the receipt of the Hydrabad letter, 
what induced the Officers to sign the test ? 

Jnstcer. J think, it was. 

Juds^e Advocate, Did the Sepoys of the 2d Bnttaaon 
19th Regiment Native infantry, reside inside or outside 
of the Fort, previous to the JOtli, July last ? 

Answer, Outside. 

J tidi'e Advoniie, After that dav. where did they re- 
side ? 
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walls, of IIk* GarriroB. 

Judge Mvocate, By whose order ? ’ 

Jiwwef^ I supposed^ the Garrison under the inUHciico 
of the Gommittce. I cannot charge n»y metuor/j who gave 
the order. 

Judge Advocate, Was Lietittnanfc-Colooel Bell aw'are 
of the existence of that committee ! 

Yes, I waited upon LieutenantwColonel Ue’l 
with the proceedings of a committee, <m the exc-ianjRe of 
aims; and £ heard him say, he had no influence iia the Gar> 
rtson. 

Judge Jdmcfde, Pid Lieut,cnanUCoIonel Bell coih..(( 
mimicate publicly to the Officers of the GarrUoii, tlmt ho 
had signed the pledge of obedience on the 3d Angust ? 
Aiuieer, I cannot charge ray memory, that he <lid. 
Judge Aduoc&ie, Can you say, whether Lieutenant.* 
Colonel Bell saw a letter addressed to himself and the 
OlKcers of the Garrison, by the Honorable Mr. Cole and 
Xientenast-Coloiiel Paris, on the 3d of August ? 

Anszeer, I cannot say that be did. 

Jiulge Advocate, Pid LieutenanUColonel Bell, to your 
knowledge, take ing public mcana to suppress the na¬ 
tion in the Garrison ? 

Azumen I^entenant.Colonel Bell, on resuming the 
coraraand of the GarristHi, issued an order, prohibiiiag all 
roef'iirigs of Officers. 

J^td^e Adpocete. Pid Lieutenant-Colonel Bell, from 
th' tith of August to the 20th, or previous to the receipt 
of (he leifrom Hydrabad, call upou the Oiiiceis of ina 
Garrison to accede lo (he terms of Government ? 

Jnsi^cr. f ranuot charge my mimiory, that he did. 
Judge Advocute. Had itot the lp(ter from ilydrabal 
been I’eot’ived, would the Fort have been ^P* 
Jufiver, I think, not. 

Judge Advocate, For what reason did Lieutenant- 
Colonel Bell agree to deliver up the hort, on the receipt 

©f tbit letter from Hydrabad ? 

Answer. I don’t think, it rested with Lloiilenaut-i.olo- 
©el Bell. The reason the Officers consd.hd (o give up the 
s\'as, that they could not then be called on to 

g^iU the blood of their brother Officers, 
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Sndge Adtiocuic* Did the BitttiiKoA imdef yoiif con* 
mand receireany extra allowanccj^, daring tlie period of 
the charges ? 

Jnstcer, Not to my knowledge. 

Question from the Court, Did Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bell endeavour to suppress the meetings of the committee| 
previous to the Gth August ? 

Answer, 1 cloii^t know. 

Question > Were you so situated, as to lie able to hear 
all the conversation that passed between Lieutenant-Colo*^ 
rel Bell and Lieutenant Grove, the day the meeting took 
place ; and was it possible, that Lieutenant-Colon el Bell 
could have made use of the cxpression^alluded to, without 
your hearing it ? 

Answer, I sat opposite to Ltentenant-Colonel Bell, 
and, 1 do not think it possible, he could have made use of 
the expression, without my hearing it. 

Question, Was any Hag of truce sent, on the night 
the 11th, to the Camp near Seringapatam, previous to th 
fire being opened on it ? 

Answer. 1 do not know. 

Question. From your situation in the Garrison, should 
you not have kuoun it, had such an event taken place ? 

Answer. It might have boon sent without my know¬ 
ledge, as I. remained in ray barracks. 

The Witness retires. 

Lieutenant Napier of the IMh Regi, N, /. u Witness 
in support of the Defence, duly sworn, • 

7'hc charge is read. 

Question front the Prisoner. Were not the affairs of 
Ihc tiarrison of Seringapatam under the direction of a 
fomraittee or body of Officers, previons to the 6th of 
August last? 

II 

Answer, They wercv 

Question, From your own knowledge of the state of 
the Garrison, within the dates specilied in the charges, was 
It practicable for me to have left the Fort, at any time 
within those periods ? 

Answer, I do not think, it was practicable. 
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QuisHon, From your knowledge of tlie state of tlie 
trariison, was it possible for me to effect a sarrender of 
the Garrison, at any time within those dates ? 

Answer, it would have been impossible for Lieutenant 
Colonel Beil to surrender the Fort, during the time spe. 
cified. 

Question, From your knowledge of the state of things 
in that Garrison, on the 11th of August, would not the 
attempt hare been made to protect the Chittledroog Bat. 
talions, however averse 1 might have been to that mca« 
sure ? 

Answer, It undoubtedly would. 

Question, Describe to the Court, the state of things 
in the Garrison on the day and night of the 11th, occa. 
fioned by the affair of that day ? 

Answer, The Officers and men were both in a dread, 
ful state of agitationthe men called out loudly, to be led 
against the Camp or Mysore. 

Question, From your knowledge of tlie state of things 
in the Garrison, was not the. driving off the encampment 
from their position on the night of the lUh, a matter of ne. 
cessity, urged by the irritations and violent conduct of the 
Native troops ? 

Ansvoer, It certainly was. 

Question, When the detachment went out from the 
Garrison on the lltli, to cover the Chittledroog battalions, 
was the detachment fired on and by whom, and was the 
firing returned by the detachment ? 

Answer, It was fired upon from the European camp ; 
the fire was not returned. 

Question, Why was the fire not returned? 

Answer, Because it was not the intention of the Gar. 
rlson or Lieutenant-Colonel Bell, to drg,w blood, if it 
could be avoided. 

Question, On the 20th of August last, whenihe letter 
from liydrabad was received in the Garrison, did 1 not 
induce and influence the Officers, as strongly asi could, 
to sign the test ? 

Answer, Lieutenant-Colonel Bell certainly did every 
thing in his power, to gel the Officers to sign the test j 
there were many objections made to sign iti 
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Question, Bren after they had signed the test, would, 
the Officers hare surrendered the Fort, had it not heeni 
for my entreaties and influence ? State, whence you derive- 
your knowledge of that fact. 

Answer, Colonel Bell did e?ery thing in his power, 
to get the Officers to surrender the Garrison at that time,, 
and was the chief cause of its being giren up. There were 
upwards of twenty Officers at the mess of the 3d Battalion 
l$th Regiment, the night before the place was given up. 
Major M^Dowall came into the room, and informed the 
Officers present, the Fort was to be given up the next 
morning; the Officers were much annoyed at this, aud 
actuallydrew out a paper to Lieutenaut.CoIonel Bell, 
purporting, that neither Officers nor men would accept tbo 
terms of Colonel Davis;—at the time this paper was about 
to be signed, Lieutenant.Colonel Munro came into the 
room, and, on the Officers expressing their indignation, 
that the place should be given up on such terras, he, Lieu. 
tenant.Coloncl Munro, produced a paper, signed by Co¬ 
lonel Bell, to entreat, that the place might be given up, 
aud that the Officers should take no further steps.—ln con¬ 
sequence of this, the intention of signing the paper waa 
givtMi up, and the Officers dispersed. 

The Court adjourn-, till 10 o*clock tomorrow morning. 


SATURDAY, the 2d or DECEMBER, 1809. 

'J7io Court me(y pursuant to adjournmtut. 

Members all present, as before. 

Lieutenant Napier is called before the Court; and, hia 
evidence of yesterday being read over to him, he amends 
his answer to the Question, relative to the state of thp 
Garrison on the day and night of the 11th, as follows. 

After tite Battalions had been cut up on the morning of 
the 11‘th, 1 went ont t« meet the stragglers, as they were 
coming in. 1 met a great many dreadfully wounded; they 
were at that time abusing atd blaming their Ofiicers, for 
not allowing them to stand and fight against the party liiat 
attacked them; they also said, that the name of the Bat¬ 
talion, which had been established at the battle of Assa) 
was completely gone. 
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Judge Advocate, Were you a Mejnb«r of thft com. 
mittee of OiTicots, which, you tay, exercised military au. 
thoiity within the Garrison till the 6th of Augm^t? 

Answer, No. 

Judge Advocate, How did you learn, that such a com. 
miliee existed ? 

Ausv^er, 1 knew it, because there was a Member ap. 
pointed from the 2d Battalion 15th Regiment. 

Judge Advocate, In a hat manner did this committoe 
exercise military authority ? 

Ansmer, They regulated, as we understood, every 
thing regarding the Garrison. 

Judge Advocate. Were the proceedings of the com- 
miUee communicated to LieuteuaQt.ColoQel Bell ? 

Answer, 1 don’t know. 

Judge Advocate. Hid yon consider, that Lieutenant- 
Colonel Bell had no authority iu the Garrison? 

Answer. I conceived, that the whole authority rested 
with the committee and the body of Officers, 

Judge Advocate, Until what period, was this authority 
exercised by the committee ? 

Answer. Until the 6th of August. 

Judge Advocate, By what means did Lieutenant-Co¬ 
lonel Bell resume his authority ? 

Answer. At the request of the whole of the Oflicers 
assembled. 

Judge Advocate, Had these Oflicers, previous to this, 
refused obedience to tiie Govermuent of j''ort S. George ? 

Answer, They would not sign the test, nor would they 
quit their corps. 

Judge Advocate. Was Lieutenaut-Coloriel Bell ac. 
quainted with tiiis fact ? 

Answer* I do not know. 

Judge Advocate. Hid you over see any of the cor¬ 
respondence of this committee; and do youknow, whetlier 
Lieutenant-Colonel Bell did ever see any of their resoltu 
tions ? 

Answer, I never saw any correspondence of the com¬ 
mittee, tliat I recollect; and I do not know, that Colonel 
Bell ever saw any of tlieir resolutions. 
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Jnd^e Aihocaie, Was it known to the Garrison, that , 
the Battalions from Chittiedroog Were marching tovrarda 
Seriiig tpatarn, before they appeared in sight on the morn, 
iug of ilio 1 ith ? 

Answer. 1 heard it rnmoured^ that they were to he in 
the nevt muniing. 

Judge Advocate Did Colonel Bell^ to the heat of 
ya.u- kiiowletigw, hear this ruraoar? 

Au<ywer. I c.innot positively say. 

J iagc A'dvocuie. Did Colonel Bell, preTionsto the 
6ti) o( Augn:>i, iahc any means to assert his own authority, 
and i< sibt the iiiiiuence of the committee ? 

jNM^tr. 1 do nut know that he did; it would baro 

hi i-i« l!> ‘ il'fiS. 

J ttd^fi Advocate Did Colonel Bell, previous to the 
(J'li Aii„-ust, iiS-cmble the Officers of the Garrison, and, by 
j); fiiuision, entrciiiy or any other means, endeavour to 
induce I hem to return to their duty, or accept the proffer, 
ed tiMins of Government ? 

Aiiszcrr. 1 don’t know, that he ever didit would 
ha\e been equally useless with the other. 

Judge Advocate. Hail not the letter from Hydrabad 
been revived, Mould the Fort have been surrendered ? 

A.usrccr. 1 do not think it would, until the arrival of 
Lord Minto ;—it might have then been surrendered, 

Queition from the Court. By whom was the commit, 
tee appointed ? 

AnsiiLer. By the Officers of each corps. • 

Question. . By whose or wlmt order was the committee 
d:s''olv(-'d ? 

Jnsiecr. By the body of the Officers. 

Q’festion. Did not’ IdeurenanUColonel Bell issue an 
Oi' icr, to dissolve the committee, or forbid the meelitigs of 
Officers i 

Aiisiotr. He issued an order on a slip of paper, w’hicli 
was sent rouml to the corps in Garrisun, on the btii, pro. 
luJiiiing all meetings of Officc-vs. 

Question, After the 6th of Angnst, >vhen Colonel 
Beil ivsu!U<‘(l the coinmaml, was his authority iincouiiutvt. 
ed, and was he free to act as he thought proper ? 
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Jnsiser, Colonel Bell’s authority was certainly con^ 
trouled considerably by the body of the Officers, even a( 
that time. 

Question* Previous to the arrival of the Battalions 
fmm Chittledroog, were any orders given out in the Gar¬ 
rison, to provide for the accuminodatioa of these corps, 
aod, if so, by whom ? 

Answer. I do not know, that any orders were given out 
to that effect. 

Question. Yon have staled, that, after Lieutenant-Co¬ 
lonel Bell had resumed the command, his authority wa« 
controuled by the body of the Officers; in what manner 
was it coutrouled ? 

^Instcer. They would not have permitted him to siir- 
rentkr the Fort; and they always took care, to be ac¬ 
quainted with every thing tiiat was passing. 

Question, Previous to the receipt of the letter from 
llydraljad, did Lientenaut.CoIonel Bell ever attempt to 
sum-nder the Fort ? 

Ansiser, Not that I heard of. 

Judge AdooccUe, I)id Lieutenant.Colonel Bell rom- 
municate to the Garrison, that he signed the test on the 
30tji of August i 

Answer. Ho once mentioned it to me, but I cannot 
recollect the date ; —f cjU only speak as to myself. 

Question from the Court* JJid he mention this, public¬ 
ly or priviiitly ? 

Answer, He mentioned it to me, one day that I called 
on him at his house. 1 believe, there was no other person 
prtseut. 

The Witness retires, 

lAeutennnt Walker of the Sth Regiment N, a 
Wtlness on the part of the Dtfencej duly sworn* 

The charge is read* 

Question from the Prisoner, Were you present with 
tie Ciiittledroog Battalion's, on the 11th of August ? 

Answer, 1 was. 

Question. Inform the Court, what you know of the 
occurrences ou that day ? 
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Anstccr, On fht lllh of August, belvrem g ami 9 
o^clock, about 10 miles from Scriogapatam, our baggage 
was cut off by the Mysore horse. Some sepoys and fol¬ 
lowers were wounded. Finding they approached in large 
bodies npon us, we conceiTcd, it became an act of neces¬ 
sity to take measures for our own defence. We drew up, 
^ith our backs to a large nullah, and, as they were conti¬ 
nually attempting to charge, we fired two rounds at them, 
which entiiely dispersed them. We then thought it ad¬ 
visable to make the best of our way into Seringapatam. 
As we were advancing, they roadesc^eIal attempts ti> 
charge; but were as often repulsed by a round from the 
six.pounders. On our nearer approach to Seringapatam, 
we saw a party of H. M. 251 li Dragoons, talking to borne of 
the Mysore horse, who, immediately on perceiving us, went 
back to the regiment. An Officer advanced, apparently 
with the di'sire of having a conference, 1 went cut to meet 
him. lie was at least 300 yards from the battalions. lie 
galloped off, in a most unaccountable inauuer, to a parly 
of the Mysore horse in the rear. Tliere was not a single 
shot fired at him, ot at the Kuropcans,—particular onleis 
having been given to that cflecl, to all the men of the Ikf- 
talioiis. .Shortly after, a strong body of 11. M. 25lh Dra¬ 
goons charged ; as also those of II. M. 59th llcgiment 
marched down in double quick time, and the Mysore horse 
charged in our rear. ^Vilhin three miles of Seringapalam, 
several of our Sepoys, who were not able to keep up with 
the main body, were most wantonly inassacrcd by a party 
of II. iM. 25tli Dragoons and the Mysore horde. 

The Court is cleared ; and, on being again opened, the 
following is read and recorded. 

Colonel IIkll; 

You have assigned as a reason for introducing this state, 
ment in your defence, that it is neces.«ary to exculpate 
you from the charge of firing at the King’s troops. Tho 
Lourt wish to give you every opportunity, of bringing be¬ 
fore them, whatever may be deemed exculpatory evidence; 
but they cannot deduce, in what manner, evidence to fact!.!, 
which occurred not within reach of the guns or within 
view of the Fort, can he of any consequence. They there¬ 
fore think proper, to object to the evidence about to be 
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prtn by TJeflifetiani Walker, unless it is infrodoctory to 
ftuy eircumstaoce conaected with the firing from the' Fort* 

The Piisoner suhinits to the Court, that ho only wishes 
fo shew by this statojnent, that the firing from the Fort 
eared the remains of the Chittledroog battalliuns ; and the 
aginations which prevailed, caused the necessity of liriit|r 
at night, which the business of the morning occasioned. 
Lieutenant Walker ; 

I am directed by the Court, before, whom you appear as 
an evidence, to state to you their opinion, that, in the mode 
which you give your evidence, pointed disrespect is visi- 
and the most acrimonious language made use of, to 
describe facts, which may be told, without any of your own 
opinions, as to the manner in which those fads occurred, 
being iutroduced ; and the Court particularly cauiion you 
agaiost a repetition of such conduct. 

Lieutenant Walker proceeds will) his narraOve.—The 
Sfj' sys Ijeiiij c.vhausted from fatigue and panic-struck, 
made tin* best of iheir way info tlie Fort of Sermgapalam ; 
when they woiv in a great measure saj|ie<i, from tho firing 
of the (rarrison. The slate uf the G'airisori was in 
dreadful ukirm, and exasperated at the biisluess of the morn* 
ing, and the mod. dreadful coosequonces were to be ex¬ 
pected, had not the tiring at night taken place, as the So. 
poys were calling out for revenge. 

Qumion. Describe more particularly, what consequences 
were to be apprehtodod ? 

Aniijer* The murdering of the Officers at night. 

Juil^e Adoocate. Do you know, under what authority, 
•r for what purpose, you marched to Seringapatam ? 

yhisii'cr^ There was no particular authority. We marched 
for the protection of our persons, undeTstanding they were 
to be seijed. 

Judge Jdvocaie, Did you or did you not march, in 
consequence of some coiumuuication from Seringupatam, 
and, if so, of vrhat i)a4:ure was it? 

Answer, From no communication from Seringapatam. 

Judge Advocate, Did you communicate with ajiy per# 
son or persons in Seriugapatam, relative to your intention 
of marching to that place, or do you know, if any commu- 
uicatiou was made ? 
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Answer, A communication was made, on bm marcli ftoiiii, 
Chittledroog to Seringapatam ; our prior communicatioila 
wore made to and from Bellary. 

Jtidxe Advocate, Can you say, whether Lieutenant- 
CoIon<‘! Bell knew, that you marched to Seriugapatam, 
without orders from the head quarters of the Armyj 

Jvstter. I cannot say. 

Question from the Court, What reason hare you for 
apprehending, such consequences would have followed, as 
that of murdering (he OlHcerb at night? 

Ansrov.f. From the dreadful state of agitation, that pre* 
Yailed in the Fort, and the Sepoys calling out for revenge 
against the Kuro))eans in camp. Had not they been led out, 
or the firing at night taken place, 1 considered, from th» 
stale of alarm they were in, that they would have revenged 
themselves on their own Oflicers. 

Q.in'stinn, Hid they threaten to murder their Oihcers^ 
in case (he camp was not tired upon ? 

Ans^'cr. No. 

Qnoslinn. IJcfore |J|^ers were given for the Fort to tire 
on I he British camp, aid LieulenanUColoael Bell take any 
step^, to allay the ferment and irrititiou visible among the 
]S'ali\« troops? 

Ansicer. i do not know. 

K'tlioji, For whal, purpose, were those guns with tli# 
Hat alitnis marching from Chittledroog, and by whose or-, 
tiers were (hose guns attached to them ? 

Ansjtcr. For our own protection. Who gave tlje orders, 

I don’t know. 

Judi^e Advocate, Was any letter or communication 
from tile Fort of Seringapataai, received during the march 
towards that place, and, if so, what was the purport of it? 

Jnsxser, Tliere was a note rece ved, the purport of 
which w.i'-j, to march as expeditiously as possible into 
Serin gapatiim. 

Jud^c Advocate. By whom was that no(e written ; and 
was it sigiu'd by the comraitlee, or an individual ? 

Ansrser. There were initials to the note, and it was 
supposed to bo written by Captain Turner, 

J ud^e Advocate, Do )ou recollect the date of it, or 
about what time ? 

Answer. I do not recollect the dale 5 bat we received it 
at Scrah about the 8 (Ji« 



154 

Question Jtomihe Court. What were the iultrals sign a 
‘ tfd to that note ? 

/(nsreer. I do not recollect, -what the initials were. 

Judge Jdvocate. Did the Officers of the C hittledroog 
corps, by any rommimicafion with the Fort of Seringa, 
patatam, intimate to the Officers of that Garrison, that 
they meant to throw themselves into that Fort for protec- 
tion*? 

Answer. To the best of my recolleriion, we did. 

Question from the Court. At what time was that com¬ 
munication made ; and was it written from ChittUdroog, or 
subsequent to the march ? 

Answer. Ido not recollect, when or where it was writ¬ 
ten. 

The tf'iincss retires. 

Captain Edwards of the Hih Regiment A’. a IVitm 
fiess on the part of the Defence^ dulj/ sworn. 

The charge is read. 

Question from the Prisoner. AWere yon present 
Irith the Chittledroog battalions, on^e llth of August ? 

Answer, Yes. 

Question. Inform the Court, what you know of the oc. 
curreiices on that day. 

Answer. On the morning of the illli, about 9 o’clock, 
the baggage of the Battalions was cut otf by the Mysore 
horse ; and some SepoY>, ami followers were wounded. 
The Myiiore horse galloped up to the Battalions, with an 
apparent intention of attacking them. Seeing tin* Batlalions 
prepared, they desisted from chargitjg them, but kept up 
a fire, till the Battalions arrived n«‘ar the Bungalow ; then, 
in conjunction with a part of the 25th Dragoons and a 
part of tile 59tli Bcgt,, advanced to attack tin* Battalions. 
Some guns were tired by the European^.—On their ap¬ 
proach, I urged Ca])t. Mackintosh to take post in an en¬ 
closed ground, in the rear of a village in front of us. IJe 
at that time sent otf Idculcnant Walker, with a flag of 
truce to the troops advancing against him. The Europeans 
still kept advancing, as the Sepoys were ordered not 
to fife upon the Europeans. Oiv the nearer approach 
Mft the Europeans, the Sepojs advanced towards a 
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nullah, io the rear of the l;unpalow'. The Mysore horse 
ahd hjuropeans bad cut in, in the rear of the Battalions; 
and the 1 st Battalion 8 th Hegiment, and a part of the 1 st 
Battalion 15th, flew to the nullah and crossed itj-^many of 
them lost their arms in the nullah. There <were some guns 
tired from the Fort, before they crossed the nullah, which 
put a stop to the pursuit. I'lie greater part of the Batta¬ 
lions got into the Gurrisun of Seringapatam, in a highl|px- 
afc pc rated state, at the cruelties that had been committed by. 
the Mysore horse and the SlSlli Dragoons. The men. 
coufiuupd in a highly exasperated slate, on the night of 
the llth. The bring upon the encampment having taken 
place, the men were somewhat appeased. 

Qiicsiiov. Did you hear any particular expressions 
from the Sepoys, during the day or night of the llth ? 

/DisiS'cr, They were higiily «UbSatislied, at the Ollicers 
not haring ordered them to bre ; and talked of nothing but 

revenge. 

Jiulge .Irlvocafe. Where was the first Battalion 8t?i 
Regiment stationed, previous *.0 their arrival at ChittU;- 
droog ? 

Jns:cft\ At Bednore. 

J udge Jdvocafe. NV as any coninmnication made, during 
the inarch from Bednore, till you arrived at Scridgapalam, 
of your intention to throw yourselves into that Fortre.-sS fur- 
protection ? 

Jnsiccr, No, not to my knowledge. 

Judge Jdvocafe. Was any cormniinication*received, 
from Seringapatam, from the period you left Bednore till 
your arrival at the former place ? 

“ Jnsicer. No, not to my knowledge. 

Question from the Court. Was it erer explained- 
to the Sepoys, they were acting in opposition to tlie Go^ 
vernment ? 

Jnswer* Never. 

The fVUness retires ; and the Prisoner delivers to thd 
Court the General Order of the JOth August^ which y 
read and admitted. 
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Fori St^ Georgef the SOth August 1809. 

eilNXRAL OKDIRS, BT THE llON'ORABLi; Xl{£ QQTERVOK 

IJf COUNCIL. 

A report has been received by the Governor in Council, 
from the Oflieer Commandiniv in Mysor<‘ ; staling, iliat the 
troops which composed the Garrisuii of S riojjapaf.'im, sur¬ 
rendered at discretion on the 2od instant, iieiivereil up 
theil%rms, and proco(*d(‘d to the stations in Mysore, allot¬ 
ted for their residence, ft has boon asceiiiiincd, that the 
Native Troops, which jsroceetlcd from Chitiledroo;, wore 
entirely ignorant of the real designs of their Oihi'ers, and 
marched, under an impression prcxiuced by their Oilicers, 
that his Iliglmoss the Rajah of Mysore had commenced 
hostilities against the British Government, and alia.'Led tiie 
Port of SeringapaUm. The appearance of the M ysoio horse 
confirmed this opinion in the minds of (hose troops; and, 
when they found in the contest before Seringapatam, nitith 
was begun by the Mysore horse, that the British forte act¬ 
ed again*)! them, tln-y ahaudonetl their arms, and t mieavour- 
«d to the ir lives by flight, i t tippt'jrs, that a constderabi© 
niimbpr escaped into the Fort of SeiingapataiU. This ex¬ 
planation is due to Hie gem*nil condncl o. the Native 
Troops under this (rovernment ; who Imvo, in circunistaiu 
ces, of pedldiar difllrulty, manifeste*! a lideliiy and attach, 
iiient to the state, that reflects gn^at lionor on their cha¬ 
racter. The Governor in Gouncil was per*ua(i*d, that 
it was only by deceiving the Native Troop , that t.iey could 
be misledffrom their duty; and the ir conduct in e\ery si- 
luation, when they had an opportunity of being made ac¬ 
quainted w’ith the true situation of atTairs, justifies the 
Jiigh opinion, which he entertained of their ?pal and fideli¬ 
ty, and entitles them to the approbation and tiianks of 
Govoninient. The Governor in Council greatly ascribes 
the early termination of the disturbances in Myi-ore, to 
the vigilance, energy and talents of the acting Resident, 
the lionorabio Arthur Cole, and the Commanding Ofliccr 
in Mysore, Lieutenant-Colonel Davis; and he judges it 
proper, again to express his high sense, of the important 
services which they have rendered to the iuterests of theimf 
Oouutfy in fudia* 



order of the Honorable the Governor in Council^ 
(Si^aed) A. FALCONAU, 

< htef Sec. to Govi. 

By order of Major-General Gowdie, Commanding the 
Army* 

(Signed) F. N. BALMAfN, 

Jssistmt Adjutant General. 

The Prisoner also gives in a copy of ('sis letter, ^ttafud 
5th of August; which is read and admitted by the Judge 
Adrocate^ as being a true copy. 

Seringapatam^ bth August^ 1809. 

Sir; 

It has been communicated to me, that the Board of 
Officers, who coiitroiil in this Garrison, have come to 
the determination, not to be the first aggresssors on the 
present alarming crisis. From the above, it is my opinion, 
they will in a little time, come round and follow the 
exarnidc set by so many, sooner than run a ii:>k of (he loss 
of iiriiish India. 

(bgnt'd) J. BELL, Ltcuicnant-Cvlonel^ 

Senior Oj/icer* 

To Colonel Davis, tS'ff. 

(A true copy,) 

(Signed) J. SULLIVAN, 

Aimiant Rendent, 

The defence is here closed, and the Judge Advocate 
having stated his uisii to r<ply, Ihe Court adjourns, lill 
Tuesday murinng, the fiih, at 10 o’clock* 

TUESDAY, THE 5Tif DAY OF DECEMBER, 1809, 

The Court met, pursuant to adjournment. 

Members all present, as before. 

Tbe Judge Advocate states in reply, as follows:— 

|!AJOtt-GliNEalL WARPli, AND CENTLEMKN Oi TUECOCUT; 

After tho very altciilive consideraiion, which you have 
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lirert to Iho inTesfigafioM of ihr Priscnor’s conductj cdn-. 
uected witu the charges [HetVrred agaio'^t him, I should 
think myself inexcusable, if 1 ormpied miu-'i of your 
lime in commenting upon the defence. I however owe 
it to myself and the cause I have to support, to offer 
some few observations upon it. Gentlemen; the cause 
i have to pleadj is military discipline and siibordinatiofi, 
without whu:l», army would become an (‘bject'of ter¬ 
ror, iiisJead of a !>afegiiard to tin' (lovenunent which' 
employs il. ilow far the Prisoner has, by his conduct, 
subverted these viral principles of uu jumy, 1 will endea¬ 
vour to duce from the evidence before you. It ap¬ 
pears, <iia! Licutcuant-Colouel Jicll did rcceivr* a M ritlcii 
order, to vv^it upon lh>ioncl Da^lswitu ih; OiKceis of. 
the Garrison. Me Iduiscif rclhs you, that he directed the 
assemblinu <d' the OHifei.s, and so far olieyed the order, 
though tiuloii* 1 Davis dispensed uitli their attendance, in 
coase^ueuiv' of ilie i vi b nt agilalioii ani mg tiK'in. The 
Prisoner felt liiujself iioiiiul to o!)ey the order, as far as it 
related tu i’lS" Uilicri' , but iie cUiuied an exemption for 
himself, as not leqiiijiog .idmonition. Was the Prisoner 
aware, of what Coiooei Da\if> iiieant to say lo those Olli- 
cers; and, if even he vui^, sbouhl In- not have wuifed upo!). 
his Senior 0huer who i* t|uir«*d Ids presence, and have 
enforced tlut Oihci'rs icivue ij\ du; weight of his own 
acquiescence iu wlnifMcr h« jrnght urge,: Hut the Pri¬ 
soner seems to think, <t iiii.'iary man i$ entitled to a di.s- 
cretioiuirvjtower of obodteiice ; whicli i.-^ eon-vary lo the 
acknowledged and receive;! rules sanctioned by ages, of 
the ii.upiicit and iiniuedi.tir, attention, which ought to be 
pjid to tile orders ol .* superior. The Prisoner has ariiigned 
the II itnre of t!ie oiidenee OiiVred in support of the Pro¬ 
secution, >»jn tl»e- ground^;, that lie alone is responsible for 
the iict.i coif’.nutifd i>v h»r.iv( If or iu liis preseiict*. But this 
is a doctrine not moje erroneous, than it is dangerous to 
the existence of an army, 'i'lie articles of war clearly 
point out, th U any Oilicer or riolvlier, cnuiigto the know¬ 
ledge of any ni-.iiiiiy or inU-ndi d mniiuy, shall give infor¬ 
mation of it, wiiiujut delay. And, as a mutiny is nut th^ 
acf of one man^ butseyeial coi.ibinL-d, the acts of the 
whole mujl be chargeable upon cvety one concerned; ioi: 



an Oflicor placed in command, may assUt fh# 
mutineers, by allowing his authority to be usurped, whiU 
he remains a quiet spectator of their seditious proceedings, 
and evades the responsibility attached to, “the notdo« 
ing his utmost, to suppress the mutiny.” Colonel Bell was 
not only Commanding OMcer of the Garrison, btit Senior 
O/ficer of fh<‘ Artillery there, whose actions he might have 
guided ; and it docs not appear, that he ever made any 
appeal in tlie cause of Government to those mp», on 
whose Services he could have tlepeudcd, and with whom 
he might, without feur of opposition, have retln t) from the 
Garrison, The Prisoner has (‘odeavunced to prove to the 
Court, that, till the 6fh of August, his aiOhorily was re., 
strained by a committee of Olhcers : and he argues frojil 
this citTuiustiUice, that any criminal acts done in the Gar¬ 
rison, till that day, he is not responsible for. Has the Pri¬ 
soner shewn the Court, that he did not rrcei? e a letter 
addressed to him by Captain Webster, e;ipressivp of Co¬ 
lonel Davis’s wish to be p*'r;nitted to leave the Fort? It 
will be said, he is not bound to shew it.— f khould prove 
it And, in my humble opinion, { liave olVered evidence 
inffuient to gr«uod a fair presumption, tint he did receive 
it. The orderly, Moib'eii Kh.n;i, says, he look a letter to 
Jiieuleiiant^Coloiiel Bell’s house, where there was a guard, 
who ])reve!ited his going in : it was tIuM-efore impossible to 
deliver it in person. But thoisirb. perhaps, in the strict setts# 
of the word, thi.® was Fiot a delivery, yot it will naturally 
suggest a strong probability, tiuit l.ieulenatit.Colonel 
liell must have rereived it. If then, Gentlemen, you 
feel satisfied, that it reached his hamls, y(iu will tind a 
cooperation on the part of the Prisoner, in the 
transactions of that day ; as it cannot be allowed, in a mi¬ 
litary point of view, that the muvpalion of a body of 
(Ifliccrs shall warrant an Oflicer in r.ommand, in tacitly 
lubinitting to acts of siirh a mohstrous nature, as that of 
placing ii rest raint on the per:$on of a suncM’ior Oflicer. If 
tlie BriBoncr had lesigned his' authority, it is strange, that 
he should have made himself the spuKesmau of the Carl 
rison, by cdminunicating 1b Colonel Davis, that all hit 
orders would l>e obeyed, vvhici* did not affect the Compa- 
iiav’s OlFicers, lie never leiB him, tisat he uo longer 
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considers liitnself as Commanding Officer ; or waiff opoti' 
C’oioncl Davis, to concert measures for the restoration of 
good order and subordination. He thinks it sufficient, to 
semi the Officers; and, when he hears, that the Officer com- 
manding the ditision is apprehensive his orders will not 
be obeyed, he takes up his pen, instead of waiting imme. 
diately upon hint, and personally assuring him,, that hif 
authority sitall not be insulted. The Prisoner has argued 
from Mr. Casatnajor's evidence, that he had no authority^ 
and that the seizure of the Treasury in (htst Geritieman's 
custody, vras not made with his privity oy oOusent. Admit* 
ting it was not, the report of tiie seizure was made known 
to him ; and it does not appear, that he took atiy measure* 
to effect a restoration of il. But the Prisoner seems to 
tluttk, there is no olleuce in the seizure of the public money, 
because none of it was expended*so that, If a man robi 
me on tlie high way, and afterwards restores what he ha* 
taken, justice is not offended, nor is any reparation to be 
made fur the act he committed. It is not asserted, that 
tlie Prisoner disbursed any of that money; but the allegaa 
tion of the charge is supported by evidence j and, if you are 
satisfied that be has permilJed or sanctioned tlie seizure, it 
is an act of mutiny to the Government of Fort St. George. 
Subject to the same remarks, are the seizure of Mr. Vaym 
master Smith’s treasure, and that from the'Ceded Districts. 
The Prisoner, though i i some cases disclaiming any wi‘'h of 
taking advantage of the penury of evidence, here resorts 
to the benefit which may be derived from suck assistance, 
and endeavours to shield himself from the responsibility 
of thefe acts, by referring you to the power exercised by 
the committee. It will perhaps strike you, Goutlcnien, 
that, if the Prisoner has made it apparent, that he was sub¬ 
ject to a coiitrouUng power, it is strange, that the Havildar, 
who escorted that Treasure, should have gone to Liente- 
nant.Colonel Bell’s house, accompanied by Captain Ca- 
dell, on that Officer’s coming out, be told, that there wa* 
danger ion the road, h« could not depart, That a staff 
Officer Should tak^e it upon himself to give these orders, 
will not easily be credited. It is therefore fair to presume, 
lliat the Prisoner mii^t have been acquainted with the na¬ 
ture of the duty, on which that Havildar Ud ariived, and 




COJiiSieqa^tvtly with the seizure of the treasure. And, adiait,.^ 
he did oot is$ue the order, it must be evidenl;,^ 
ihtti ihe Prisoner was in doty bound, to make a report of 
ijw m asures which had been adopted, founded on tho 
Information giren by thq Iluvildar. lie did not do so ; 
and the array have been told from high atithorify, ftat ti^e 
neglect of duty js an olfence, varying only is* doeree 
from a positive violation o,f it* 'I Here lepeit ihe. sub¬ 
stance of the charge; which is, that Lieui. C l f5v!l 


dhil joio ’iR, and head a mosf ala/mhijf mutiny, jk 

glace witidn certa^ pofious, duriugwuichthe Fub.Uc 


Sure wai seized, other overt acts coinmitteu. And v-i. 
appeal W.Rftw matte to the opinion of eiibi-^hteiicd ioiliury 
men, wh^^r aii Officer,, who abstains‘>om a.iy attempt 
to suppress such di&orrlcrly proceedings, either by 
exorti^ Q^bts own atUhorty, or by giving iniunuatlua 
ip the-superior power, shall stand absolved of all blatup, 
or can found a claim, to immunity. 

The Prisoner states, that it was evident, his autaori'y 
was usurped} ss bp could not even receive a letter; and 
draws an apology for returning Colonel Davis's on tho 
Sisi, from the danger attending his freedom. So t^at 
here, we have a nevv principle introduced among ra l.i- 
tary men ;-<-<a Garrison bin a state of mutiny, the authority 
is UHurped by a body of Officers, and the only man uuin. 
fected with, this disease, is the Senior Officer, w'ho quietly 
submits to this usurpation, and, under apprehension that 
his freedom may be Endangered, refuses all commnuicatiort 
. with his Comm|tnding Officer. Can any act be move insult¬ 
ing to the feelings of an Officer than this ? But, the Prison¬ 
er complains in his letter of the 6tli of August, that Colo¬ 
nel Davis was not communicative; if he had adverted to 
this rejection of his letter on the SLst,hc would have solved 
the reason, why Colonel Davis did not communicate wuh 
him ; and the Prisoner seems to forgfst, that Colonel Da.yi.s 
and'Mr. Cole, conjointly, addressed a letter to him andi(hc 
Officers of the Garrison on the 3d of August. Here vyas ■ 
a communication; but the Prisoner says, he did notsee that 
letter ; although Major Freese has told you, that it Was gi¬ 
ven to him either by Lieutenant-Colonel Bell or Captain 
,iy»deUj and, as there were only Oiose three present, he cqu- 




dudeiS, €(3l(»AiKl Hdl liairb i«iid it 

»n&tii«n mm ahxiOHI tha 

thoiHd mceiVe HSUf ^ife| itHhti 

faUnire bf t^e atideniee ob'th^ |^ifcrtdl4ltb^4«)^cNhii g<m» 
I should wrong ^ruu^vNlhulfbit^if 1 fuir H 
moment, douM, that this b'^OD<^«f lilj^ l^eAMe dMislt 
carr)r cdnrktionto ^Ut ^ ’I’filOtiOr iiui^ 

haver seen this tottuir, hddreMhi tsi Mmhelf aid Ihu . OffiObli 
of tho Gatrisoh. AM 1 hive htHi aniChor; biiiui \4o yotfr 
belief on this {mint, hjr Ih&cititng to iMileeliOtt, nM, 
on this verf iby^ PrIsobUr tiiMOiiti^ lb' IAiO:l.«€bib^ 
hel Davis the plOdgu of ohedtenob, h^Md4yhfiHf0lFy aM 
the declarations of ^ Qlheeil uMet Jili^li^lMi, ar|||eh 
were inimical to thh ^h'ority W Sir OilM aadilfe 

government of ^ortStk (Soch^ j add these iiKdiaraiiotis, 
together With the letter trefoil the Conft, Ibrmaff the tefdy 
' to that aidiessed hy Cbiok^l 0av1s wA Mr. €elk* I "Will 
not dwell'longer on this ^int j as, whtthjsr Cbh 'Bell did 
or did'not read that fetter, it inait bea|rpaeeit, that lie well 
hnew the Garrisbn were toh state of tthtllfiyjaiidlibbillli. 
ly eontidtMrttoQ ^houid hivb ilndheed fatih lo touambance 
their ^oceedlffgs', aflbr % tejectioh^ Ike berms 

bf Obvernment. ItVs an'4d^>casbu to asst^, that the 
pfhcers were gfiratd of ^n^^mptoyedalalbsttlidt brother 
-0ffieeri,asaaexdnse fdt' ihlsV^j'ecttbh; because, one af the 
'ieiafe offered,' was, that, tf they trohld hfol act Up to toe 
•pirit of their cbminiisions, they Wbto to toeedo from the 
‘perferdMe bif military dutito, hrMbh ’was a oomptOte bar 
to the ^ijectfon offered tot the pai^ bf thbUs OUceil. The 
rTrisoner has a^uM, from Octonel Davises bote, in toply to 
die above com^tmtoicatiob on his part, that COIbnd ^vis 
ebnid not hato considered him, asftiipiicatediii tlt^procoe. 
ffings lirhich hSd taSteh jplace. 1 cannot deohire, btoit Wore 
the sentimhats of fhat Qdlchr Upbn the oaciiion^lnit, | am 
We^lbian'rbd, that the Prisr^er has no right to draw too 
iitflrench helias done, merely'because CtooOet Dalit said, 
MsUhtol and houto itore'open to him^ 1 shbttid rather 'ditov 
■ xbbcBfSibn', that, vrhateiver may hale btibn that Offichr’t 
bptofoii'of toe Prisoner** preceding eoaddet, *Jie 're^tod, 

* toot the Priabner f^t‘a piblier sense iff too dUiy htowed 
thoOoverdiilbai'iinder Whitoheterved^ond ColoM DirU 

I ' * 




^thoflE^* ' 1^ etM^cf^li^i^t^ Webster bq 4 liieati^ 
4itol,J9e|^tt^ |ttl^lfPI#i|ie4% ik^ DatU wts' 

iiq^i^edwith^iliii^ penenisreA undet ir«|l« 

Ir&itlty tbe W tbe. Prisoner ; aivcL 

tkWii7 oi«ki90lk|e of ^ Moilii^ U the test cm tfie 3Ut 
lolie«kiitiit*^iiaiifl^^lt 9 ii^brroborOti?e of the .fac^ 
tkt Colonel Daftl^ eonaMsr^e Prisoner iin|»iieate<i iii 
the pibco^li. of ^ Idriner 4sfGendemeii, it his not, 
cmot t!k^h# prisoner kev the sentl^ 

meots of4Util^sctiiNv whic^ exifteii to the uirrison; that 
the trom eoni|k4^ tOrh ei^rctsiiig inUitarjr duties, in 
b|»poiiA^.OhfdMoe t<^ tWeon^tatMA authori* 

ties; Oi^#e i^nssj^g the e9S9ia^4 ^ !t} over 

these trbdijM, ttk irere in % sthte.'of mnttoy, constitutes’ 
an assipii jnoa of Ms c^u^nct with iMr^s* And it ^ hi^ no 
whefe kao ]^ro^, that jLleotenont-^loBel Beil did take 
inyiaiiadi tosoj^esi the agit^ton that e^ist^, er enforced 
oheditace ktk rem b^eiod on the p$^t of Uofernment. 
'phe Ptisooer the Profectt^oi|) hecanse it is loaded 

trilhtim oartikhivs of Cftsooi exbrsinohs and conversations; 
but, I know nb|drom what is ip be deduced amutinousin. 
teatkHi, ifU iaont traced to the language gad cbnduat of 
BisB. And, 1 m t^nk) I should have neglected a material 
part of my daty, If I had pot ^iven to the Court, thjs k^st 
miante cirenaulaaces wMch’had any .lolevatt^y to the 
charge preferred* And, 'pfaateverthe prisoner's meiings 
may be, as to whit constitute jodtiny., I capnotbat declare, 
that the veny speethes he made tp Lieutenants Cadenskie 
and Adamscp,areiodicatiyeof an intention hostile to the 
interests of good .goveriniient and dn« subordination. To 
the one is saysi fire updo any body of troops 
coadag npeti snch a road; k the other, he 

attvisei him not b> go to Mysore, as k limy k certain it 
would be in indues in a few djSys. Did the rnimr ever 
intimate h|s 1 ^wrkension of such ap jsyent tgkit^ploce, 
to LieiitcttaatoColonel Davis ? If he was immkt for 
the suppression of the ,diiigcroQi n^casures l^ich were 
goiiog,on before hiieyc^, he would, It is to be piysutaed, 
have used every eaertion in itti power, tocominanicate with 
thi' Officer Commanding, in order that the intentions of the 




Garrison- miglit 

voiomtnons proqWdiogSj wb on^ 

th*> iJifnrmation jie gav,^ at tVis ^i'armiiig..crisis. I ajilu4^ 
to tbatjettcr, wherein the ,Prison,t awi command¬ 
ed to direct, that the detachm^jAt of Sdtli,should , 
tW Garrison.’' If, in$te^^ or£W.acqSje|,S«npe with t-hiis 
order, the Prisoner had Called/drth the eieriiQBS, pf those 
ihea, together with the, ^00 A.rtjijerjqnen upder hi*, 
iuimcdiattt command, and e4hc> decl^C^I Ids intentjoi) of 
resisting any eucrc,achaieuts upaii" his aath^Ority, br h44 
withdrawn those troops do Mysore, ,f(>r |h« protec^oh pit 
tjie scat of Grttverntnent of l)ie'Rajah, in ilUhnce 'wUh the 
Honorable Commanvj. he woufd then have,,Merited tho 
applanse of his Country ; and the spectacle of a '^ljriti^ffi 
Garrison defving the i^uthority pf Gov'emraenf, haye 
been pret'^n’ed ; as. the .Omcers of the Nifhe, corps 
c-Mtld not have jpbrsisled iti retaining potesi >n bf th|t 
FmIivss, after the secession of those Europeans /rum their 
cause ; and #vou, had they been so r6)I-hardy, the Malives 
would soon have learned the nature of the cause in which 
they were engag^'d, and mo4.probably hive declined!a 
contest with the Government (if the countfy, 1 have beeji, 
throughout this whole tlilal, anxious to extract from the 
evidences, aught that might tend to show, whetlier the 
Prisoner did make any eXerllofis to vindicale his insuUed 
authority^ or to stop the progress of ^uch seditious pro- 
ccedinp. Major Macddwall Says,^he throughoutrecomn^end. 
cd moderation ; but, is this the extent of the exertions, that 
ought to been made by a man who was entrusted 
with (he command of a Fortress of so much importances 
Uistory will not show a parallel of such^extraordinary 
supiueness ; and ij: will scarce be credited, that a man, who 
j^ofoises an ardent desire for the prfeserva^bn of good 
oidcw and m>lifnry discipline, should have ac(|uiesced in 
silence to the usurpation of his own authority, and the 
adoptiop of measures iujuribiis to the cause of subordU 
i|iaUoR||||The Prisoner ought and might have made ad 
cxplringefTorf, for (he preservation of his authority. He 
did liot ; OiUd^pe becomes answerable for the consequences* 

I will nqw Rave the period of the reign of (he committee, 
and advi^rt to that, when LlcuteninUColoiiel Bell ae« 




^ jiis eammand, wbkli < tras pQ; 

the gib of ibempoth. ^^hikiupn, |. hato te^nit^d ]iis letter 
pf tiat day.eil^api^iOary.; and mysterious; and, unless the 
Prisoner lias coniiriiKCpd andersiandlngs, that he had 
no share in,thh t|r^nsii^titija|. np to the date of this letter,^ 
and was irpor^t of the letter cirtb^ of August, I shall 

he jnstiQfid in the terms t haji'e applied. He had signedf, 
the test on the 34^ and, on the 6th, lie addresses a letter to 
his superior .bfiice|, in whltdi he says, he has been treaty 
with the greatest posslhle^neglect, and has had no iatima.. 
lion of the objtfiltfi (^oteiiimeiU had in, \iew. Uow is lliis 
to, b.e reconciled Wjith ^e rejec^ipn of Colonel Davis’s letter 
on thp dijit,*-liis. ignorance (as he wishes it to appear) of 
the IpUfir addressed to himself.and the Officers of the 
Garrison on the 3d of Aag^ which, it is evident, he 
mskilt have read^ as Major Freqse regd it in his company 
anppart df the contents were commented upon ? Dot the 
Prisoner asserte, tiiat this letter is expros&iye of his ami- 
crujle.intentipns. Examine it.—He hears of prep^rmioos 
o aking hy the Mysore Goyjsrnmont, hut knows not; whe¬ 
ther such acts have the. sanction of the Supreme Gotgrti- 
mentor the Gtoveriiroent at home., .So that, here, we.sc^ an 
Officer, who, by the Seniori ty of liis rank^ holds the^com-v. 
inand of the Fort of Seringapaiam, becomes suddenly a 
politician, and ventures^' fa question tb,e object of measures, 
adopted by a Court in close alliance with tlie Goverument 
of the country; although it cannot admit of a doubt;» hut 
the Prisoner must bave^ been satisfied in his own mind, lliat 
(lie court of Mysore, at whlcba Ucpresentalive of the Britbh 
Government w^as residing, could not have moved, but in 
conjuoction with that .Govemnient, The Court w ill easily 
imagine, that a letter pf this nature, exhibiting a determina¬ 
tion to resist measures, of which advice had been sent into 
the Fort on the 3d, could not meet with anj' attention 
from Lien tenant-Colonel Davis, who saw in it a reriuncia- 
iion of that pledge of obedience, which had been so lately 
offered, and a resolution on the part of the Prlsoniijr.to join 
bis fate with those of the Garrison, who were positively ijii a 
state of mutiny. The Prisoner has but slightly adverted 
to his letters te the pewan, or the replies to them j which 
afford conclusive evidence, that llm Prisoner, even 



if noi r«aia mrietlfer^6f H, 
tbn, that the BHM tfavirai 

•tith of the Mysore Coit.fi I Wi tt^ rilNiiier must 
therefore not4#ek his 'On ' of Igno. 

ranoe^ bat claim his loinitlnl at yoOt 

f rounds, that he was justl&d In ^tatniii|jJiiiseisloii of tho 
otiy ID opposition to the looal auil^id^es, in expecii- 
tioD of the arriyal Of f^oid llinto. f wrHi hojfe tahd ^e 
liberty to obserre, that his LordthtpH Fro^aiamatlOn in Bien» 
gai, declaratory of his ihtentioii td tisrt Fsesidenny of 
Fort St. George, could tiot aUtdlia the sertanta 

of this establishmmt from Ae bbediehee due to tiie axisU 
kyg Government $ and iheiefhre) the PfiSonetmtist be con* 
stiered liabte to i of inniin^^ decladii|, h# 
woiiid not deliver dp ^ to the legal and constUn. 
ted authorities. That he did so, is recorded m yonr pro* 
ceedings; and thOagh denied in defence, yet no e^dencf 

has been adduced to svpfKlrt smdi denial, lam therefore 
warranted in saying,' thdl this &et is uncoiitroverted-"- 
1 come now to consider the argntdents adduced in justiil. 
cadoR of the alledged overt aot, of f ring on the troops Of 
his Majesty. The Prisoner hhs disclaimed all previous 
knowledge, of ihe march of thole Battalions from ChltJ 
tiedrodg. Major Macdodali has expressly stated the 
Instructions under which he marched, and that he made 
a report to Lleutenant-Colonel Bell on Ms return.—This 
must satisfy the Court, that die Prieoner Was not wholly 
ignorant of the expected approach ol thole BattaiionS. 
It Will however be acknowledged, thdt there is an invaru 
able role in the army^' that ncCtiee of the ipproadi of any 
force towards a Garrison shall be sent to toe Officer id 
command of such Garrison. It does not ^pear, that 
T/ieutenaut.Colduel Bell received intiumtion of their ip. 
proach, and nd communication had been made by toe 
Assistant Quarter.Master-General to that e^ct. The Pru 
sonlt might therefore, without much difficulty, have con* 
eluded, frhat was really the case, that toesf corps were 
marching towards Serixrgapatam ^ntrai^ to orders t and 
toe PrlsW^r could net well be ignorant ef the inteniiouii 
withrlp^ iiiatet^ut-Coloaei Gtohs^i detachment W 

^ 4i» -B ♦ ' - ' ‘1- , I , 
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U not eustdmtrif foir 4 
teritikh ;IQ; .iftip ^ ^^Itioti S9 near a (^aTriaoii 
%Hliotit ^mual^ion to the Officer Com^ 

jbuus^h^. Djet^oaCf an^^inan of the Prisoner’s 

«ekpeHence 0Mght-|o have ^irare, that ^at detachment 
had arrived viitb htitijk ag^aimt the CrarHsaiu 

i^entiemea, ^ Pritoaerliiia ofl^ed iia eacui|'mtion of his 
vendaet on the ilthu^ August} a fhrci hie appeal to jour 
jwsstonS} and has endeavour^ to ^nvince joa, that hiu 
tnanit j fdetth thfiuencied him to die' upon the troops of Jlie 
Majesij.^lt wiU theiHsfisre remaia tor pa to determiiie^ 
how&rfattmaiuty has • itfhtlo lafeetdeio in the proteciloa ol 
those who afe oota]BiHiag4a and, if jou ezoae* 

tale hist from all erimiod Mmiidofi tafiitng dud^ the dajy 
aooditr question will arise, mh^es' he was jusUfied in 
repeating tins act, at night dme, to allaj the agitation in 
the minds of the Native troops. It is be presumed, that 
iiieutenant.Colonel 3eU was informed, in the eourse of 
that day, that these Battalions ht4 marched to Seringa, 
patam without orders, and he could not consider them in 
any other light than as men, ^ho. had committed a Mgh 
breach of military discipline, anA thhtthe transactions of 
the morning were only the consequence of an evident act of 
mutiny. How tliepi is the ferment among the N ative troops, 
arising out of an tBegal act, to form an apology for so 
heinous an offence, as that of firing upon Colonel Glhbs^ 
camp. If, Gtndemen, I have erred in my eapositiofii of 
this last act, I beseech you to let the Prisoner have the 
full benefit of the humane intentions, which, 'be asserts^ 
guided his actions. This is not a proseention of revenge, 
bnt an enquiry iastitated by state ueceisUy. An alarmliig 
mntiny did exist, within the Garrison under the Prisonerm 
command; and, it has become an obvious act of justice, to 
give him an opportunity of proving to the world, that be 
did not join in or head that mutiny* The arguments ad. 
duced, to prove there was no mutmous intention, amount 
simply to this:*->-Colonei Bell had not, previons to the |Oth 
July, signed any address or memorial, nor jmnod to 4ho 
vpiritof combination, which had been maiiffesled too 
ipenerdfy throughout the army; therefore, it to not proba** 
%le, that he would suddenly tarn from the path which be 
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lui to in the, 

pi»ri$on. Although t eia, wljiling'to ii<|D9i|,thefWl fofipce o|€ 
this reasoning, I meat coafea^, it a ^ 

of the Gnd(»nce befofe ihe.Coftrt^ the Pidstmof* ^ 

fraffl all ptrSdpatian m the gnjiit if 0thera.^^ iiitto ^ 
be reconciled ta common ^eha^ ^t'lneit/incojntaia^^ 
ed with the spirit of »editi0% ^huiNf, *tfteE > he - te^. 
cfiived irtformatloin that the OBfp^S o/;.a Oaffiaou hi^ 
refused r obedience, >,tft 'th8 . CrovemtuBUt qf the country, 
and that a Tesoli)itb]k ^d been, expreesed by tlie local 
audnmties in Jllysnri t^asspyi <ati4;4Wpport the dignity of 
.that Goteyanidilll^,! oo5intea|hie;ifc.i0ntwo«s proceedings, 
by declar ng, his rejsabitWh jto rei^t all attacks from thp 
Mysore Govero.nmntfcis muitny to bp 

I'overed by so thin a dnAjk ah lids ? knenr, the Mysore 
Oomitmeut acted ini conjunctipn with the local autbo. 
ritics, and yet he irbald fcsUMhat Government.—Under 
.“what principle, had the |*risonei:‘a right to call on his 
superior Odiccr to state, svhetHer , the preparations, vrhich 
he alludes to, had received the sanction of the Supreme 
Government. The Officer commanding in Mysore, was 
alone responsible. fo^any attempts that. might have been 
made against that'Fortress; and, if the Prisoner could not 
assist in. restoring it to the proper authorities, he ought at 
least not to have lent the weight <>f his influence and ex¬ 
ertions in opposlug any meditated attack. In the com. 
mencement of the Pcisoner’s defence, he has expressed a 
dissatisfactimi, at. the mqde in which the Prosecution 
was opened ; and 1 have therefore candidly to assure him, 
it was m.y peculiar object <o avoid, what might be consi¬ 
dered an attempt, to make uif undue impression on thp 
.Court; and 1 did think, by tracing theprogres.sive steps to 
mutiny, it would have clearly pointed out, that, before tlip 
period of,t1|e charges, every mjUtary man had yeceived 
suflioient warning of the cousequencos attending an oppo¬ 
sition to Government, and therefore should have establish^, 
ed a rul^ of conduct, from which nothing could iqduce him 
to jd^partt. Throughput this Prosecution, I have followed 
whafe jt Conceived to be the path of justice, both to the 
.C^^'jind Prisoner, and before this Court it would have 
Sieli’difficult for me to makeihe slightest deviation. I 
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BttTpnw? that tli» Prisoner lhaali „ 
%me cast a r^prpacb on the GoTernment of thf fcoantr^J 
for admitting as tk first objects of ammesty, the Hy. 
drabad SaNidiarjr Force, who, bjr their return to the duty 
they 'ov#ed the state, averted the most dreadful coasequencei, 
Smdgaveltee Prisoner an opportunity of, etfectinf, as he 
states, that which coastltntei the principal feature of his , 
defence,—I mean, the ultimate sur,render <lf the Fort. 
If the Prisoner really felt a pure satisfaction at^the inccess 
of'his eseriiottS, it would be un'miged with the a bittemesi 
of sarcasm exhibited in this passage Md, whatever may 
be his own lot, he sbauM ryjoice at thp pardon granted to 
those, from whose conduct such public benefits had been 
derived. AUhooghitli nO part of my d«ty, to become the 
npaldgUt of any body of Qlficers implicated in the late 
unfortunate proceedings, yet, as th^trial may, go forth 
to the World, I hope i shall stand excused, instadng, f,'oia 
mvown personal knowledge, that the Hydrabad bubsidiary 
Force were the last, not the first, to engage in any of tUh 
recent transactions,—a» r»o P»PW or,memorials had been 
signed la that quarter of th? Arniy till after the Ist of May, 
and it ra'uit be apparent, that a spirit Revolt had manifested 
itself previous to that date, arid the Officers at that station 
were urged not only by entreaty, but by reproaches. Us 
lend their assistance to, .what was termed, the CMse of tbo 
Army.—I have now, Gehtlemep, ta cjonclude my remarks 
dn the whole of the proceedings, and, with the most perfect 
confidence in the justice and ability of this Court, resigd 

the merits of the case to Us decision. , ‘ . - 

Jiid<fe Advocate, The proceedings are here closed; and 
the Codrt adjourfis till Friday momidg, the gth inaianf, 
at IQ o’clock, 

FRIDAY MORNING, the Sth DECEMBSR, 1809; 

The Cjourt irtfff. pilrsuant to adjovmftfVuL 


Members all. present. 

The proceedings are rend OiVer ; and, U being near A 

©♦clock, the. Court adjourns till 1,0 o’clock tomorrow 
moraiog^ 
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SATURn.A7,. TM hH or DECEMBER, IS0»; 

Thf Court pHrsifani to aifjaur/tminL 
Members aO present. 

SKNTENCB.-^The Court ure ^ of opinion^ that tho 
Prhoner^ Lieutenant-Colonel John Belly ii guilty of 
the charges preferred against him ; whi& being 
in vhhtf'on of the Jrthles of tVavy and subversive 
of good order and military discipline y the^ do sentence 
the said Lieuivnant-ColonelJ oh n Belly to be cashm 
if red ; and do farther declare him unvoorthy of ever term 
ving the lionombh CompanUy in anu military eapacUy 
ukutsoever. 

(Signed) HENRY WARDE, 

Af<yor General, and President 
(Signed) W. OllMSUY, 

Deputy Jadg e Advocate^ 


To LIEUT. ORMS^IiV, 

Deputy JdAga Advocatey 


Sin 


Bmgoioft* 


“ I am directed <be Officer Cnmnandiiig the Kxvxf 
in ChieL to return to you the accompenyiiig proccedingi 
on the irial of Lieutenant.ColoQel John iicll, iur the fur* 
tlicr ronsidcmlion of the Cooift. 

** Ihe first point, to whirH the Officei Coumandin^ 
the Army desires to call the attention of the Court, is the 
very injucions refiections, which the l^rbeuer has thought 
proper to make use of, against the two supreme authorities 
of tius country, His Excelleuey the Right Honorable the 
f'ovcriior General, and the Honorable the Goromot oC 
Fort Nt. George. 

“ A IMsoner has, certainly, a right to urge every topic 
that it necessary, for the clearing himself of the crime of 
which he stands accused ; but, beyond this, his situation 
can entitle him to no privilege whatever in that way. The 
invectives against the two authorities above allticfed to, 
which ffie Prisoner hOS thought proper to use, instead of 
lesstMting the crimes be wa« to answer for, only prove 
more fufty the malicious dispobilion under which he acted, 
snd, considered as an invasion of that just respect, which 
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Ihf Grofwniuwit of erf/y. country enfiiled to, from its 
subjerts, it if impo^ihte to ur<trraTil theii admission. 

In BO court of Justice-ir*iatfver5 is a Prisoner eter 
allowed to give vent to his passions, in wanton and per. 
soiial reductions on others, —mucli less, to ntteirtpt to spread 
dlsatfection .igairir&t the Goveriitnent of the cotmtry, and to 
bring its acts into degradation, under the pit text* of inak* 
ing his defeme. And, in the pieseut insidii e, it must be 
obvious, that his nun defence was but a irretcnce, for 
Lieatenant.Colonel Pel! CdlUng in (itiestion, the light of 
Government to send home Ofliff r-j viifhonfr tiial. Such 
formed DO part of his own rase, and he had, therefore, no 
right whatever to allude to it, or to arude lo the sevetal 
topics in the mid or. scored lines ol his doCence. 

Whilst it is tlie priviledge of a iJelf iidant, to shew that 
he has not infringed the law, he is never allowed in his 
pleading, to impeach the ]iisiice of the law it^ielf, or lo tall 
ill question the general theory bf the oo'oslitution. And 
such was the principle, on which a great constitiilional 
IVlagistiatc acted, when lie sfopped a Piisoncr in his de. 
fence of some seditions writings, by telling him, “ You 
shall not be suftcred to give the raasoua of yo«r dam- 
** liable doctrine here, to seduce the King’s* subjects,'* 
{Speech of Lord Chief Justice Hjdc, on the tiial of Kcacb* 
State Trials, vol. Sd, page 55 ^.) • * 

Lieutenant.Colonel Bell has aitecled to stand forth the 
champion of the rights of the army, and, by making it be 
believed, that he had falleii a maityr to their cause, has 
sought to roust their feelings to sentimciils of fvi sh inve. 
teracy ag'iiust riovernmeiit,—.an dftencp, which was ag- 
graiatcd from the place where it was committed ; for who 
shall be deemed olfeuders, if not they w iio olfend in Courts 
Justice ? 

“ The Oilirer Commanding the Army must therefoie 
look^ for thcbc passages being expunged, as they tan, in 
iwi ways, avail the rights of the Prisoner, whilst thty in¬ 
fringe upon those of uim and hold forth a daiigeruus 
example of the proci eiUngs of a Court of Justice bei oiuiiig 
the vehicle of rejections, a^ to the just respect 

which is due to Government, as thev arc injimously up- 
pUedto the two emiueiit charM,cUjrs, who hll the two hist 
stalious in thiii country. 
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I am further dirrcted )xf the Officer ComttftQdiiigthi 
Army, to call the attention 4( the Court, to the natiuf^ 
the sentence which has been pasted on Lieut.Cel. ^#U» 

“ Familiar, from long experience, with the ^en#nl 
Ce^ings of military men upon questions of (his nttftr^, acA 
with a tnuaof deciMons before him, the Officer Oonunandh 
ittg the Army finds himself imperiously called ttpou, not 
io record a lUent confirmation of the abore sentence, but 
to discharge t^at duty which the law has bound him to, by 
•ending back for rev^on, a judgment at variance Hihk < 
every principle which has hitherto governed military 
tribuuail, in ca^i similar to the present; if, indeed, a ca^a 
of similar atrocity oau b« found ia the aaunhi of our military 
^tory. *• 

‘‘ The Prisoner, in his command of Sefiti|apalani, sm4 
in the custody of an important Fortiess, was invested witli 
one of the most f..icred trusts that can be confided .to a Sol¬ 
der. He has been convicted by the judgment of the 
Court, of joining in an open mutiny of the Garrison under^ 
his command; ^ hoidtug the Fortress against the Govern# 
mmit, by which it was placed under his Aarge j of tunung 
the a*.ms of the state, asi<^iust the state itself; of commit.' 
ting actUiil hostility against the tioops of Ills hlajes y, asi4 
of faU own In mediab superiors, the East India Company,’ 
against whom he fired shot and shells from tbe ramparts 
ol the Honorable Company’s own Fortress. Ha commiu 
ted tlipse enormous and detestable cnmcn, in concert with, 
and under pledges of mutual suppoit from olber parts of-' 
the same iWow, leagued together in a guiliy conspiracy 
against their Gtnpinnient, their King, and their Couutry* 
<—Ills crinio therefore, includes every thing that is Ista# 
sonable in a subject, wicked in a loan, or lufamoui in u 
•oldier. ‘ ' 

In addition to its moral eiiermUy, it Is the mast dm* 
gerous that pan be commlltiNi, against the peace and Mcuia^y' 
of mauiMpd ; and tbe pretaais by which ho has attemptmi 
(o juili^ bis conduct, are uHber ‘•o tutile and contempU# 
ble, m to ineuH tim tribunal, to which they nrruj 
ur of inch nofanrnrtrr, as to add to his oFcnee* 
WfcA (iip can be UnagimeiUhciefure, in whub the jieualty 
b) ibe lav ioi mutiii) and seditiouj ctu headf ^ 

>> sr 



If it is whidb tJw Oow;l 

fea.1 ^ 

till def^BCjf^jo far eatitlkif mm to fecBlii^f 

w^icK comraeMiifec<?i 
rifm WitiWtK<io^|t romhi^f^ qo - th« reconif ^ tho' 
C 5 »^t jjATtf wtilf40 ^rom ift^icatiag 40/ wndmm^ 
^ori^atfoii of ^0 iiU 

inl'frd,'t<^if% to egtesogto. former 4^1% 4^t|ou%t$ io it 
neV }if of the a cojl- 

(inm (teteto^i^dai^.t^ ^ 041 ^ te']^r^mQ4i»i« 

Amongst tlie« 4 | pe Offiowp CmiMsanding tlm Ant^ 
cokflot omit to liotiro to Prms ot Pe ffOriiiost oensore. 
thr’ ^io'uioroils, ond^ Ot tlt^ same titii«} mlschiorotis anil 
da%eto(i3 l0gMg0, m w]»rb tie ftfeeti fo speak of tka 
opposition, wMip, in oliodioose tooverif dictate of dntf, 
vsstnsdd to the criminal march Of the Battalions from 
LhiUledroog, to reinforce theieaolted &arHson of ^'firing- 
apataoi. it is matter of regret totHaOjilcer Comnaaoit* 
ing the Army, that the Conrt should imre permitted d 
Prisoner in his circumstances, to blacken the character of 
11is KIsjesty*# troops, with the false and infamons asper. 
siang of carnage and .massacre; because they discharge 
their ddty with Hdglity, in repeilitig that seditious mutiny, 
of which the Conrt has foi^od Pc i’risoucr himself to be a 
partaker and ringleader. 

On this scandalous topic, Uie Prisoner has endea. 
toured to pervert the declaration Of Government in Ga- 
nersI Orders, that the unfortunate soldiery of the Nati«*o 
battalions of UhitUedroog, were entirely hinoceut* Go. 
rernmeiit, 4$ hnows,, m^e thAt declaration, on the 
ground Chat ih.oseSVtive trootis had been kepL in igno. 
raneg of the criminal objeot, for whieb th 4 r <ftcerf 1^ 
them to !9eri|)gap4tain, and had been dohiided i9U» a false 
opiniou, .Uiat they wercmgrching'tofnppoft the pompmi 
ny‘s Go^'einmcnt ageiiist a foreign attack. Governmenl 
made the dfjclaratida, npop the, fonudation of tjicf deluded 
S^oys harjag been decei ved into the belief, that they 
dtschirgiog their duty faithfully to the Comtmny, whdsti 
4n realUy, they were lod by thmr OflicefS’tb levy 
^4iust*lfs Goverumeut'. Ou oue hand, therefore, that ma. 
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ny tnnorent and maritorloUii man RuSlrad lA fhai latnenfa* 
bio cay, ia a truth, which can noVei^ be sufteiatiitly dopid* 
red, aiHlmust lie hear/ oh the consoiencei of those whose 
f rimunal entorprize led to that eakmity. On the oiher 
band, the loyal troopi who opposed them, performed a 
painful, but eacred defy, in repelitof^ byfoiee, an open 
act of rerolt* For what pnrjmse, then, did Lieut«-( o). 
Hell presmnd to vilify the characters of these faithful 
men, by treating the action of that ddy as a cainage or 
massacre f It was not nebeslary to hts oanse^ to do so. 
It was a fresh attempt to irritate^ by milrepresentaUoii, 
onepart of the Army against the Other, hnd to alienate 
the alTectiott of the Native toldier from hit Government. 

This was done, at the rery bar of the Court; which 
was thus converted into an oVgan of falsehood and sedi. 
tiott, by one, who should hate bmm made to feel, that lo 
atood ^era in jcopatdy hiiitself, for the efimes charged 
against him; and that, so far from meriting a mitigated 
lentence, by a repentant and decorous demeanour, these 
fresh damonstrations of a hardened, uncorrected mind, 
(eft no room for mitigation or lenity. 

‘‘ In the above view of the general subject, ( and itwUI 
sot be found aneisggmtod ode,) the Ofheur Commanding 
the Army was led to have looked, for a dilierent kind of 
judgment beiiit; pionouncid by the Court. 

lie was led to this eapectalion, on a faigo experience 
of the sentences pronounced by Courts Mattia), in cases 
of a veiy infeiior species of guilt. 

\V hen a private Soldier deserts his colours, or joins 
in any mutiny oi sediti m, he is liable to the heaviest pe« 
nolty of the law. But the ofience of a pHvUte Holdier is 
aggravatgjf ia the person of his Olhcer; Whose better edu. 
cation ih^id prefervo him from error, and Whose superi¬ 
or station renders his crime, at oace more dangerous to 
tociety, iu its ipimediate efe^, and in the etample it holdt 
forth. 

A mutiny took place hi (bh corpV 6f Artillery, (to 
which Ideutfiiuni.Coloiiel Belt belongs.) at St. Thomas’s 
Goiiit, in the year 1793, but which dm not last perhaps 
iboirs, and during which| no j^av^cnlar outrage wai 
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committed. AH the soldjcrt, who, 6n theif ^hif, li'erh^ 
found to hive joined fn itt were cepltilly convicted, tn 4 
three of them ittfered nccbrdiogly, 

“ In a mndny Of a wore recent occnwence, which 
took place <tt to the particoiark of which It U 

not necessary to recur,) tpeoty private Sepoys, with two 
Native ctnnnusbioned Omcers, or nearly that number, either 
inffiTcd the highest penalty of the taw, or weio at least 
capitally CQndcqinel. 

“ Nor was the propriety of thtse Ciamplcs beingmade, 
ever called in ^upsti >n* 

“ With so many (nstanees of a different 
penalty on record, It will be difticnit per- 
haijs, to reconcile to the public feelings, the propriety 
of the present judgment. 

“And, if any thing could strengthen tliis reasoning. 
It is a consideration of the circumstances of the present 
moment, which, more tbanat any former period, imperious* 

ly call for an example. , . * . 

“ fcJut^rtaining these views of the crime, and of the 

trial in which the Officer Commanding tho Army cannot 
discern one circumtance of evlvnnalion, it is impossible 
he should approve of the sentence; and, ws discharging the 
delicate and painful duty of lemitting the proceedings for 
caiefiii and seiious levision, he is actuated by ^h« re- 
colU*ttion, that the iroporUnt law, which the Court has 
now to administer, has been especially prosided, for tha 
protettioii of his country against the most dangerous war^ 
fare, that can be waged against its welfare, security, and 
happiness; and that the discipline of future armies, and 
thiLfety of future generations, must he strengthened or 
impaired by the ultimate 

fSigned) J. CCllfij . r 

^ ^ '' .fudge AdvocttU General, 

Fobt St, Geoiigk, 23d Feh. 1810. 

N. B. The above Letter ought to have formed a 
in the trial, but, by some mUtale, was om tted by e 
Judge Advocate in the copy transmitted for the 

Officer Comnianding the Army. 

J. LiSlTU, ^ r 

J «dge Advocate Gotieral. 
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TSiiPAYf till mu M OT FEBnUAR?^ 1810 . 

'Ehe General Court asa^feUd on tfi^ 

IH dajr of rCnvember 18a9!^> aSui ftoattoufi, bjj anccessiyo 

is a$$emble4r to i82^doder orderjfrdin thd 

4mm Cot^matidini the Amf^L met} And Lkntenant. ’ 
Colonel called iftttd Is Informed that ' 

^fixe are certain pa3i^t|e^' his Pifence,. which are. 

co^idered b^"tbe Of|<jer Cominanding the Army at 
irrelevant to the cfinrse of hi? Ocfeace, end disrespectful to 
the authorities at tin Witd pf the Odmameni, it is 
therefore, id the first itistdn5e^;jiJ!roilgty recommended to 
tint by the Court, to consent to their heiA| etpdn^ed. 
--Lieutenant Cdlonel Berf ip teply ttates^ that it 
unnec?3saty to mad the passages alluded to, as be 
feas'been advised not to consent to a rin^le p4ssa;e 
D^ife.nce being struck out, the whole being allspUmty 

necessary to his JJefencfe. , ., 

'llie Court is cleared, and having taken into ■ coilatdera- 
tio'i the several passages in question,'have detdr#ih«d» 
hawever exceptionable they have always, and do 
think them, yet, in jnslice lb the Prisoner (as tiley did ii* 
the first instance,) do not feel theitiselveS warranted id 
expunging any part of his Defence from the face of their 

^'^The'^CoUrt being opened, the above is read to tho 

Prisoner, and the court is again closed; when the Judge 

Advocate informs the Court, that the Officer Coniman.: 
ding the Army in Chief has directed a revision of their 


S«Bte«ce. j^eVTSED SENTENCE. 

FAr Court having re^comidered the evidence broughi 
before them, adhere to their former opinion. 

^ (Signed) HENRY WAllDE, 

^ajor^Generalf and President.. 

(Signed) W. OHMSBY, 

Deputif Judge Advocatei 


The Court odijourn. 

imrteeth agree with the Court, that the Prisoner 
Colonel John Bell, of the cor^s of ArUUer^, 
ZguUtp d/m cfitnes eharged against hm, and I do 
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ifiiarefore cor^rm the sentence, 

(Si^aed) F. GOWDIE, Major-General, 

Commanding th$>Arm^ in Chiefs 
Hetd Quarters, Sth March\filO, 

■l.lll. I ^ !■ > 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

MEA0 QUARTERS, CHOUfiTRT PLAIN ; SfH MARCH 1810 . 

G. 0. BT MAJOR GENElUL GOWDrE, 

The following parts of the confirmed proceedings of a 
General Court Martial assembled at Bangalore, by order 
of Major-General Govrdie Commanding the Army in 
Chief, on the first day of Noretnlier 1809, and of which 
Major General Warde is President, are published to the 
Army. 

CHARGE. — Lieutenant.Colonel John Bell of the 
Madras Ariillerj^.^ and late Commanding the Fort and 
Garrison of Serintrapatam^ charged by the Officer Com. 
manding the Army, with havings in subversion t^of all 
good order and military discipline, and in violation of 
the rules and articles of war for the better government 
of the Company's forces, joined in, and headed a most 
dangerous and alarming mutiny and sedition, which 
tonic place in the said Garrison, on and betwixt the ZOth 
Hay of July last and of August following ; during 
zchibk period, the Garrison fired on the troops of His 
Majesty, and those of the Company and their 
Ally the Rajah of Mysore, and seized on the public 
'Freusury ; andhe, Liculenant.Colonel John Bell, de- 
dared his resolution, not to deliver up the Fori anJ 
Garrison to the proper authorities. 

By order of Major General Gowdic, Coinmindiag the 
Army. 

(Signed) T. II. S. CONW AY, 

Adjutant General of the Army, 
Fort fit. George, October 9 , 1809 . 

SENTENCE, as passtM on the 9fh of December, 1809 . - 
The Court are of opinion, that the Prisoner, Jjeate. 
nant,.Colonel John Belt, is guilty of the charge preferred 
against him; tehich being in violation of the articles of 
tear, and subversive of good order' and military discip¬ 
line, they d(y sentence ihe suid hiculenurU-Colonel John^* 
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Bill t0 be milkfed, and dj i (r/h<’^ declare him m*, 
mrtk^^ cjf iter serinn$ th^ fh» ftj'de Companj/y m un^ 
mklarjt capULttjf ahatspri *r 

(V»d) H^V'^Y VtARDP, 

Mafoi mG *}»r< I nnd PratJenL 
(Signed) W. OUM^UY, 

Beput^ ^jjiii^0^otah, 

KVriSBD SESTESCE, m p,Md thi W^\l „,»/ 
Februafy 1810. 

The Court hivtn§ revon^ninKd the f'^’dcvrt brn'HJ^ 
^i/nri ihmy adhert to thei* /© m i o, u <\>n, 

(Signed; 1IRNU\ VshKhty 

Mdjor.Gi i ri nl «/ d Pieudent, 

(Signed) W. OUMSin, 

»^ I}(p\lV Jut<rr ^tU'tcate, 

^irpn ^with the ion that tht 
£ieu(e John li^lG *1 thiiups Aitht» f of 

itguiUb « rtmcKhntiusd anumt hmyand Idfthne^ 
fore conjtrth tU mitentt 
(SifiUd) f. OOWUIK. ,r.Geu < 

CmmuHdttig thi 4tmy m thief 

AUhnn^h the 0§>(er Co'nmiH hn^ the hm/n <, <on- 
Jirtned the Sentence of the trenerai Cu «/1 ’ifjt It ft I tch 
hat adfitd^ed ** Ltenfenanf.Colind John Jk I f> be 
** cai^hten rf, and de( hu idl tm nn can th i rt iifr <>u mn^ 
the Honorable tompenf; in any nnifUtiy tnpttJy 
teha'weverj' he feek ti a sumd dot'>t h odct tohn 
K^agyhtttountr^yy and the ^ei rgylo whhL he has note 
teahuily denoted Jot ty-thne ?/f trs oj nn hfty to <jp 
hUpohlpd dmpprobalwn fif, the prnm aent ndnrdtd 
the Prismtr ; wKuh) tn hh opumfn ,/*? no pioj(,tion 
to the at^ocify of th ctme . so tlearUf pi oiid tn e^tueni 
oplhe jdu OJ the proieeamgs. 

The Ctficif Contmaitdiig Mysore^ utif be pleaml ti 
order M¥* John Belt to ftoieedfo the Prestdene^f tm. 
mediateljf^for the purpose of I iaiin$ hmstlf under the 
tharge of the towfi Mnjoi. 

' FINIS. 
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In the following attempt to convey to the Bri¬ 
tish public, a work which has excited such un¬ 
usual interest in France, as to pass through 
three editions, in almost the same number of 
days, the aim of the translator has been to make 
as close a translation as possible of the ori- 
gind. If his design bis been successful, the 
reader will peruse the extraordinary memoir of 
a very extraordinary woman, tho*;gh not in her 
own words, yet as nearly as it could be rendered 
in her own turn of thought. He has no w here 
presumed, for the sake of aiming at elegance, to 
sacrifice faithfulness; judging that it would 
be more acceptable to those who may honour 
this work with a perusal, to be presented with 
those reasons which the WTiter has herself 
thought proper to assign, for her unparalleled 
conduct, in a nearly literal version of her own 
pamphlet. Whoever may open this little w^ork 
with any view beyond that of hearing Madame 
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Manson plead her own cause, will be disap¬ 
pointed. Those, however, who take the trouble 
to read it througli, will, the translator Hatters 
himself, have her own, and nothing but her own^ 
statement of facts; and to the judgment of the 
reader, he leaves it to pronounce sentence on that 
which is, to him, inexplicable. Should any 
errors have unavoidably escaped the notice of 
the translator, he must claim indulgence, on 
account of ihn haste which he has been obliged 
to use in bringing it out; under the additional 
disadvantage of struggling with the languor 
attendant on ill health. 


TjuKlatty 

fcbruaii/ 5//;, 1SJ8. 



TO THE EDITOR. 


Sir, 

You are going to publish the Memoirs which 
Madame Manson, with the express intention of pro¬ 
mulgating them, confided to me at Rodez; you 
have deemed it proper to remark, that, originally in¬ 
dited as a simple letter, and with the sole object of 
family confidence, these Memoirs would be deficient 
in some essential details. You decide that, in order 
to satisfy the expectations and the pressing curiosity 
of our readers, it will be expedient to annex to them 
notes explanatory of some passages, and observations 
less requisite to throw light on the text, than to con¬ 
vey an idea of the singular character of the author. 
In fine, you desire a hasty sketch of the earlier years 
of her youth. 

I acknowledge the justice of these views j I will 
also grant that the advantage of being enabled, on 
the very spot which was the scene of these events, to 
gather from Madame Manson herself, and from the 
persons who had the best knowledge of them, the 
precise facts, and the clearest opinions, may inspire 
some confidence in the recital which 1 can transmit 
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to you; and yet I find myself under some perplexity 
ill satisfying you; not that the conduct of this cele¬ 
brated witness does not appear to myself distinctly 
unveiled; not that her avowals leave either doubt or 
uncertainty in my own mind; but I am sensible of 
the difficulty of conveying to the dispassionate reader, 
or to the prejudiced reviewer, a clear comprehension 
of the entire case. In her ingenuous statement, 
which is in other respects so remarkable for the grace 
and facility of a style which has allowed of no cor¬ 
rections, Madame Manson has by no means that 
method of narrating, that developenient of facts, that 
light thro'i Li so powerfully on circumstances, which 
we Had in the simplest brief of a pleader. Who would 
dare Hatter himscll: with supplying it, when she is 
still in that pvcrilous situation in which the least word 
may do an ill office, to her meaning ? So much of 
the marvellous has been sought for in this affair, that 
the best informed shrink back from the simple expli¬ 
cation which they could give, according to the idea 
which they have matured. I lack confidence to pro¬ 
duce a natural hypothesis, wdiere all France has sup¬ 
posed so many artifices, united interests, and pro¬ 
found combinations. Not doubtless, because there 
is nothing of the marvellous at the bottom of this 
history; ’Otherwise Madame Manson could not escape 
the accuption of inconsiderateness and frivolity; but 
this marvellous does not hide itself in the facts; it 
reposes in the human heart; it is in the contradic¬ 
tory emotions of a woman dismayed, injluenced, and 
menaced. 

, Tp explain the conduct of this female on the trial 
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for tlie assasisination of M. Fualdes, let us attempt to 
analyze the resolutions which she has been seen to 
adopt in the course of events anterior to this memo¬ 
rable period, and let ns tlirow a coup’d'anl on her 
education, character, and life. She would not impli¬ 
cate any one but herself in the reproach incurred by 
the errors which she has committed, and tlic misfor¬ 
tunes which she has undergone; 1 will force myself 
to imitate her submissive reserve. The cause of this 
silence may be generous: and if such is the case, 
where is the man who would not admire it, though 
even from that circumstance her justification should 
appear less complete and less signal ? 

Clarissa Enjalran was born at Rodez in 1785. 
She was almost entirely brought up in the country, 
in an ancient chateau named le Perrk, which her 
father purchased of M. de Bonald, at the commence¬ 
ment of the revolution. Her childhood was little 
indebted to education, and passed away in the midst 
of our political storms. A retreat, where her unfet¬ 
tered inclinations unfolded themselves, is sufficiently 
favourable to ideas of exaltation j and I have else¬ 
where observed how much this imposing solitude may 
have served to the developement of a romantic lieart. 
Clarissa was from her birth endued with a very supe¬ 
rior mind, great delicacy of wit, and exquisite sensi¬ 
bility; she early imbibed affections which might 
minister to the activity of her soul. She loved her 
parents, and particularly her mother, v/ith a sort of 
passion. In the dangers which'her father ran during 
the troubles of our anarchy, she, by the side of this 
courageous mother, displayed an heroic resigmition. 
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Report has spoken of an attachment that would have 
ensnared her young heart, and the object of which 
was beneath the rank of her family and her expecta¬ 
tions : we sliall not weary ourselves with these float¬ 
ing rumours, which are, to say the least, uncertain. 
She espoused M. Manson, in compliance with her 
father’s desire j and this union was not happy. At 
the expiration of three months the new married 
couple were separated. The officer, who had given 
her his hand, departed for Spain, and left her in the 
enjoyment of a liberty, which he had not till then 
permitted her, to resign herself into the hands of her 
mother. She found herself exposed to the dangers of 
the world, and its remarks; you know the air of our 
provinces; it seems that in the circles of a little 
town, one disdains to suppose the rigid observation 
of propriety, in order with a malicious complaisance 
to seek to envenom the most indifferent actions. 
Madame Manson, it must be allowed, lent more 
colour than any person, to scandalous interpretations: 
she was singular, for she was superior; and her inde¬ 
pendent character sowed enemies at her feet. On 
the return of the expedition from Spain, her husband 
came back to share his hre-sidc: they soon separated 
anew. M. Manson caused a legal order to be signi¬ 
fied to his consort to come and dwell with him : but 
the young woman was near her indulgent consoler; 
she refused to obey him, and subscribed her refusal, 
indignant that he should cause a bailiff to interpose 
in their conjugal dissensions. 

She received new and more tender entreaties, and 
some time after, the husband whom she had refused 
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to accompany, was in the chateau, under a disguise, 
concealed and privately nourished by the cares of his 
wife, who appeared to deris^e more animating attrac¬ 
tions from a connexion thus disguised. 1 he wedded 
lover was discovered ; one would have believed the re¬ 
union easy! but Madame Enjalran . could only use 
the remonstrances made by tenderness, to compel her 
daughter to separate herself from her; the husband 
was again sacrificed. Madame Maiison knew how 
to shift him offi but, under the pretext of going some¬ 
times to the village, to accomplish a pious duty, she 
gave him an interview in the woods. What shall ex¬ 
plain the caprices of a heart so hard to be understood, 
as to demand, in the charm of duty, the pensive 
illusions of love ? The character of Madame Manson 
alone: in studying it well, one perceives that what 
exalted imaginations represent to themselves as chi¬ 
merical, is naturally found in her, in such manner, 
that it is impossible, whoever sketches an historic por¬ 
trait of her, should not appear to have traced from 
fancy that of a heroine of romance. Madame de 
Stael would say of this lady, that she had not pro¬ 
saic genius. Does it not appear as if this passage of 
Corinna was appropriate to her? “ The vulgar take 
for foUy the uneasy workings of a soul which in this 
nether world does not respire sufficient air^ sufficient 
enthusiasmf sufficient hope.”* 

However, it came to pass, the young wife became 

* The Duchess of Longueville, so well known by the originality 
of her genius, and her connexions with the first men of the en¬ 
lightened age, wrote one day, after having drank with delight a 
glass of water, ** What a pitjf it is that it is not a sin! ” t 
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a mother 5 and from this event in her life, thdt life 
underwent an entire change. It was not the same 
with her destiny; her husband obtained a place many 
leagues from Rodez: the unfortunate woman re¬ 
mained solitary, reduced to an insufficient pension, 
and if one can believe the proceedings of the suit 
which has just been annulled, very irregularly paid. 
I shall be asked, perhaps, how I became instructed 
in the greatest part of these details; how, arrived at 
Rodez, to attend the new deliberations on the trial 
respecting Fualdcs, I find myself entrusted with the 
confessions of an important witness; I will eagerly 
reply to them: I hold the original documents from 
the most unexceptionable source if I have inspired 
the mysterious captive with any confidence, I doubt¬ 
less solely owe it to the advantage of having been 
introduced to her by an ecclesiastic, the friend of her 

family. Our unusual visits consoled her: far from 

•/ 

approaching her with the prejudices with which 

* If one had seen Madame Enjalran for a few instants, one would 
cease to be astonished that she was the object of unanimous ap¬ 
plause. We find in a Memoir, printed at Montpellier in 1810, 
respecting a suit instituted by M. de Planard, the brother of this 
lady, against her husband, culogiums which do honour to the 
brother and to the sister. M. de Planard claims from M. Enjalran 
property, fallen without doubt into the conjugal community, and 
yet he pleases himself in the midst of his reclamations with render¬ 
ing homage to the disinterested character and to all the virtues of 
Madame Enjalran. 

. Since we have here cited M. Planard, whose name associates itself 
\Hth ilie fjefSoHection of more than one literary triumph, we cannot 
refigiae ourselves the pleasure of adding, that in fact one of his son* 
(dfca .cousin-german of Madame Manson) is the young poet, whose 

haxe succeeded on almost all our principal theatres. 
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those who sought her came armed, we found the 
means of. comprehending, of compassionating, of 
hearing her. In one of these conversations, in whicli 
the learned Abbe P. shewed himself so worthy of his 
ministry, embarrassed wdth the explanation of some 
particulars, with questions which arose between us, 
with facts which were not satisfactorily accounted for, 
we requested of her to recount her own story. She 
hearkened to us with tears: confirmed by additions 
to this recital, the truth which we had supposed, and 
then imparted to us the MS. which you this day 
publish. Charged to submit it to her mother, before 
causing it to be printed, I brought it back to Madame 
Manson, vvith the answer which she solicited from 
her only friend. If she swerved from the counsel 
which had been pointed out to her, by taking the pre¬ 
vious advice of her father, it is for the reader to deter¬ 
mine, after having perused this memoir, if she had a 
right to free herself from it, and if we ought to refuse, 
in the state of abandonment in which she was left, to 
concur in giving publicity to a writing advantageous 
to her misfortune, and perhaps also to justice and to 
truth. 

1 would make you exactly acquainted with Ma¬ 
dame Manson. 1 discern no surer means than by 
citing her own sentiments upon her character, freely 
expressed in one of her letters, and to leave her thus 
in an unstudied attitude to judge of and to paint 
herself. 

" You have a right to be very much asto¬ 
nished, Sir;’^ she wrote a few days sincej* ‘'you 

♦ The 4th December. 
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doubtless looked for acknowledgements on my part in 
the most elegant phraseology : in place of that 1 have 
been almost as clumsy with you as with M. de Cazes.* 
Would you believe, that gratitude and fear produce 
sometimes the same effects on persons of sensibility, 
I am just about affording you demonstration of it: 
I am going to prove to you both that I know how to 
refind the use of speech, and that I am not always 
mute. 

“What do I not owe you. Sir? You have had 
the goodness to make a journey expressly to tranquil¬ 
lize me on account of my child ; you have seen my 
mother, my son, my brother; you assure me of their 
constant love, and that they take the same interest 
in the poor recluse. I have passed one happy day 
in the last five months, and it is to vou that 1 owe 
it! You are arrived propos to reconcile me to man¬ 
kind, and to correct my misanthropy. However, I 
believe you gifted with great insight and penetration, 
you have not as yet seen me long enough to form to 
yourself an idea of my character. I have said that 
nobody understood me, and it is true. Scarcely do-1 
know myself, and 1 daily study myself. I am myself 
nstonished: I am inexplicable; so says my mother. 
I do nothing like other people: it has been my lot 
to be unjustly accused; and through the effect of 
pride ill understood, or if you like it better, of my 
eccentricity^ I disdain to justify myself. I am ca- 
^^able of the most important efforts in order to 
nothing is so flattering to me as inspiring 
Sentiments of gratitude. I rarely calculate on the 


^ Prefect of Tarn. 



events which will result from an action that my heart 
prompts me to do, and it is rarely that I experience 
remorse. I always act without premeditation: in 
short, I am believed to have what is called a dis¬ 
ordered head ; at least they daily tell me so. I wrote 
lately to a person, that what was defective in my 
mien, might easily be found in my heart j but go 
seek it; what is once entered there, passes out no 
more. 

** My conduct in the trial about M. Fualdes ap¬ 
peared very extraordinary; I have nevertheless been 
actuated by the same motives: the discovery of the 
truth, the justification of my father, the preservation 
of my son; and here is every thing, I believe. I 
have deceived myself; I have missed the aim which 
I proposed to myself: it is not the only time, and it 
will happen to me yet again. Can an inconsiderate 
woman correct herself? Never; and I have not a 
hope of it. * ^ 

“ 1 do not know how to recapitulate: endeavour 
to do it for me. I would see an analysis of my cha¬ 
racter that you should have prepared; you ha\^c the 
particulars; the recapitulation is with you. 

You have asked, Sir, my commissions for Paris: 
I would desire a work, the title of which may be 

A complete Histoi'y of (he Trial respecting M. 
Fualdesf with historical notes as to the principal 
personages who have figured in this affair; a new 
edition, revised, corrected, and embellished with a 
portrait, a striking likeness of Madame Manson. 
You will do me the pleasure to send it me, with the 
papers that you have promised me. You have told 
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me that you would furnish me with the means of 
acquitting myself to you; but, under a certain bear¬ 
ing, I defy you to do it. 

* ^it # * * 

“ Take yourself away most expeditiously: we 
shall pass for conspirators; and your pity for an un¬ 
fortunate will give you the air of an accomplice; 
they will at least believe that I have told you my 
secret^ and you will be put in the inquisition. Adieu, 
Sir; do not forget the cell of Father Chabot. I am 
going to take my leave of you; my paper is finished; 
tell me if I have employed it well, and if your views 
are fulfilled, I will thank my tried instructor. Re¬ 
ceive the assurances of roy esteem. 

“ Enjaluan M.’* 

Such is Madam Manson, serious and sober. To 
appreciate her gaiety, and that unshaken calm which 
she knew how to retain^ thelnelancholy recesses of 
a prison, re-peruse the note, which forms at the com¬ 
mencement of this volume the fac simile of her writ¬ 
ing, and the particulars which she added still more 
recently.^ ^ 

** Your sojourn at Rodez has put many wise heads 
a wondering: for myself, I am more and more under 
a close confinement. I require the most rigorous 
secrecy, the most peremptory orders, in short, that a 
single line from my hand should not go abroad. 
Good God! how fond of p'ecaution are those people! 
How is one to deceive them! My jailor is mad. I 


* The 8th December. 



11 


tell him that I know every thing, in despite of his 
vigilance: he daily makes me domiciliary visits; he 
searches every where, imagining that yon have left 
some sylph in my cell. I have told him that 1 wrote 
without paper, ink, or pen. Have I not studied the 
Turkish salam, and the Egyptian hieroglyphic ? I 
have told him that I was a jnagician, and, what is still 
more droll, is, that he is persuaded of it. A woman, 
whose parents have been shut up in 1793, and who 
has followed them into their prison, has been edu* 
cated in the art of deceiving jailors. For the rest, if 
mine occasionally grows angry, I do him Justice, and 
he only does his duty. Concede to me this little pa¬ 
ragraph in favour of my old turnkey; he is a valiant 
man, and I fancy him. 

# 

“ They have just told me that I am decidedly in 
the number of the accused; but this does not hinder 
my smiles; ray judges will be more embarrassed than 
myself. They have come to ask me some questions 
regarding you: I have replied, that I had charged 
you with a request for my Lord Keeper of the 
seals. Have 1 told a falsehood? I write to you 
without too perfect an acquaintance with the means 
1 shall use to convey my letter from hence; but 
angel or devil, somebody shall take charge of it. 

Adieu, restorer of my gaiety; rely on my pet- 
feet esteem, and even on myattachment. 

f * * * * * 

Endeavour to comprehend me. It matters little if I 



am iaexplicable to all the world, so that 1 am not so 
to my friends.” 

The recapitulation which Madame Manson men¬ 
tions in one of these letters, will be superfluous to 
whoever will attentively read the lines wliich she has 
inscribed; every thing is there, and every thing is 
there most rigorously explained; but occasionally, 
perhaps, the reflection of the reader must arrive to the 
relief of the conclusions understood by the author. 
Let it not be forgotten, that a passionate impulse 
may lead such a character to make a false avowal, 
and to sustain it, in a private interview, by the im¬ 
pression which she pleases herself in producing. Let 
it not be forgotten, that the first step of the accused 
was to retract her absurd discourse as soon as justice 
demanded an account of it; for if Madame Manson 
is fallen into the contradictions of a nameless com¬ 
plaisance; if she has yielded to long pursuit, to the 
weakness of her courage and of her animal strength; 
in short, to the menaces which have, she says, been 
made to her against her son—it is proved that she is 
risen again from this imbecility; that she has never 
uttered a judicial falsehood, has never violated the 
faith of her oath. 

We know that, owing to a universal prejudice, 
which appertains to the effervescence of a southern 
spirit, an entire town was on the instant persuaded 
that she had been present at a murder; and then to 
explain the importunity of two persons who charged 
l^^ith it, it is sufficient to call to mind the self- 
.^tiviction of the first, and the praiseworthy, but 
’|>erhap$ too ardent zeal, with which he was thus ani- 
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mated for the public good. For the second, what need 
is there to render his motives complex, and resort to 
them, as has been done, under the suspicion of being' 
an accomplice, or of the union of pecuniary interests 
with one of the suspected. They have claimed belief 
of the innocence of this suspected person, by the sole 
motive that he was his friend ; for one does not im¬ 
pute criminality to those whom one esteems. If M. 
Enjalran was a father, he was a magistrate; and con¬ 
vinced as a magistrate, he was able to prefer the tri¬ 
umph of what he called the truth, to the honor of his 
daughter, which was already so compromised. For 
this daughter (at the same time courageous and feeble), 
she has proved by her conduct, that she had sur¬ 
mounted all adlictions, except the inquisition of the 
mind, the moral rack, the torture of the heart. 

She appeared at the sitting of the of August; 
you shall see what proof she had to undergo 1 Terri¬ 
fic words escaped her j and in the sequel, when she 
was asked why she had cried out—“ Remote those as¬ 
sassins from my sight r* ** Why should I not have 
said it,’' answered she, " if they caused me to appear 
in this condition before the accused, and if my deli¬ 
rium has seen in their bloody hands, a poniard ?— 
This frightful illusion was fatal to them—Is it my 
fault, if I have witnessed it - Is it my fault, if they 
deny all credence to my calm and collected deposi¬ 
tions, to gather the words of my phrenzy.—I am 
compelled to make a futile and unofficial declaration: 
it is adopted. Free, restored to the exercise of my con¬ 
science, I pass no longer but for a false witness. 
They believe the wanderings of my brain; they re- 
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fuse the statement of my collected reason. By what 
fatality have the convulsions of a woman, who twice 
fainted away, regulated the terrible verdict of a 
jury ? ” 

One remark, which has been often made, and in 
trials not less striking than this, is the species of de¬ 
fence upon which the public conviction rests against 
every circumstance that emanates from an accused 
person, to whom the resources of the mind are ad¬ 
mitted. Talent passes for stratagem, and every kind 
of eloquence for a snare i whilst they suffer themselves 
to be overcome by the allegations of an illiterate cul¬ 
prit, when these very allegations are given with the 
weightiest interest in the cause, Missionur had not 
found minds that revolted more from the belief that 
he was an accomplice, than Madame Manson, when 
she wished to prove that she was not a witness.* 

To conclude, I am not armed with the means of 
justifying all the acts, and all the colourings in the 
conduct of Madam Manson: this would be under¬ 
taking more than she can do herself: I only wish to 
put her intention succinctly in action; a more able 
defender will finish this task. 1 do not deny to my¬ 
self the idea, that she bears a character, at the least 
extraordinary, on that very ground where nothing, 
perhaps, but a steady and ample good faith was re- 

* Ij,» especially during the revolution that these examples were 

f }j6«quent. When Vergniand appeared before bis judges, he 
hounced a calm and admirable discourse, before abandoning his 
life to them. The effect of bis eloquence was to enrage the audi- - 
tors, andisome of the spectators said, ** what a cunning rascal is that, 
and wheat ffiodg^emds tlu^ kas^e to ctmdemh Mm," 
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quisite. The desire of a certain celebrity may, for 
some short time, have possessed her. 

But, if after drawing a moral line, with every geo¬ 
metric rigour, you said, such is the path which it is 
proper to follow, you will easily perceive how Ma¬ 
dame Manson has wandered from it. However, it is 
just to bear in mind, that one cannot expect from 
the weakness and from the inconsistency of a terrified 
woman, what a man, of determined spirit and sto¬ 
ical mind, might have done. 

I have refrained from making the smallest altera¬ 
tion in the original digest of her recital, though she 
had given me entire liberty to make corrections in it; 
only where 1 have Judged some slight annotations in¬ 
dispensable, I have annexed them without attaching 
the responsibility of them to her. 

As, in contempt of the claims of her misfortune, 
false sentiments and false statements are daily attri¬ 
buted to her, 1 declare to you that she insists that 
every precaution should be employed to guarantee 
the authenticity of her confessions. Her manuscript 
is in her own writing ; it does not q|ptain a single 
word which is not penned by her own hand. You 
will be so good as to have it copied, read over, and 
collated, and take the trouble of depositing the origi¬ 
nal with one of the notaries at Paris.* 

For myself, Sir, whilst you execute this delicate 
commission, I repair to Albi, where the witnesses, 
the advocates, the accused, and their judges are al- 

* The intention of Madanfi Manson has been scrupulously ful¬ 
filled: we have entrusted her manuscript to M. Vieno^ notary. 
Rue des Prouvaires, No. 38, , 
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ready assembling, with a numerous concourse of 
spectators, in order to continue to transmit you from 
thence, for the public, with our habitual exactness, 
all the records of this terrible drama. 

The Parisian Stenograph. 

January, ISIS. 
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RodeXi from the Prison of the Capuchins, 


December, 1817. 

“ It is to the tenderest of mothers, to the most 
faithful of friends, that I will state the truth 5 she 
alone, will probably believe and appreciate it; she 
alone will have known how to preserve herself from a 
fearful prejudgment. 

** Listen to me, my dear mamma, compassionate 
me, excuse me, I have no interest in deceiving you, 
I derive important benefits from imparting to you the 
truth, those of solacing my heart; and, in making 
choice of you for my guide, obtaining your advice. 
Why have I not earlier sought it! I should not have 
so greatly erred. 

“ Behold my history: I do not relate it in a couple 
of words, for I am going to refer to events long 
passed. I have time to do it; and if 1 enter into 
some minuter details, certain of interesting you, as I 
have written but for you, my task will be fulfill^. 

** You know that I came to dwell at Rodez towards 
the middle of the month of October, of last year. I 
passed all my time with the family of Pal, which is en¬ 
tirely composed of respectable and quiet persons ; I 
scarcely went abroad but to go to Olemps, to church, 
and to Madame Constans, the milliner, who supplied 
me with all I wanted. I was in her shop one day, 

C 
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when I perceived a man enter, whose face was un-r 
known to me; he assumed so free and so licentious 
an air with this woman, that he obliged me to with¬ 
draw hastily without completing my purchases. 

“ When I had occasion to see Madame Constans 
again^ she informed me that the person, who had so 
much displeased me, was, the aid-de-camp of General 
de Wautr6, and a staunch royalist. ‘ All this,’ said 
I, ‘ does not prove against his having been very 
badly brought up, and having a very vulgar demea¬ 
nour.’ I have no doubt that these words were rcr 
peatcd to him; Madame Constans is sufficiently in- 
dis'creet to have done it. 

We were then at the end of January. I left Rodes 
to repair to my dear mamma, where I remained till 
the fair of mid lent.* The curate of Crespins had 
given me hopes, that at this period perhaps, he could 
effect a reconciliation between my husband and 
me. 1 left you with this hope. How fallacious 
was it! 

“ The day of this memorable fair, 'Edward —■(• 
proposed to me to go and pass the evening at Madam 
Seconds’, where the ladies De Fermi were to be.—I 
consented to it, and it was agreed that my brothers 
should come for me at eight o’clock. It is a rule 
with the family of Pal, to shut the gates at ten^ Their 
lodgers were subject to this restraint, which inconve¬ 
nienced me but little, because 1 never went out in 
, 'V i ■ . 

* of March, the evening but one before the asaassina* 

^|f. Fuaidea, 

4 her brotbera: the second is called Guatavua. 
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the evening. In going to Madame Seconds*, I re¬ 
marked, that they would not wait a minute for me, 
and that I should find a bed, if it was too late when 
we broke up. Edward and Gustavos accompanied 
me: the party was very gay, there was an assembly 
of young women and of young men; they sung and 
played at different games; when it struck ten, £d*> 
ward said to me, ‘ Be easy, you shall sleep at the 
hotel of Princes.’ 

** My last request had been, to pass the night in a 
chair, conversing with him; I have passed more 
painful ones, and it is not yet finished. A short time 
after, Madame de Firmi, who appeared to me too 
much wedded to early hours, wished me good night, 
and went away. We followed her. They were not 
gone to bed at Pal’s: 1 knocked, and they opened 

A 

the door to me. My brothers, on taking leave of me, 
assured me that we should see each other again: 
indeed, they returned at 21 o’clock thJHbxt day. 

“ In entering my apartment, Edwara told me, that 
he had just seen Maraye in Fontana’s shop; that her 
intention was to go shortly, and take Madame Balsa 
to walk with her, to Foral. My brother, therefore, 
who sought a pretext to accompany these I^ies, 
begged me to dress myself, and to go and wait for 
him at Madame Seconds’. 1 was not very anxious to 
go out, because it was cold: still, 1 told Edward, that 
I would come shortly. I went to Madame Seconds': 
I found her alone with her son-ih-law. I couid not 
understand where her daughter had gone to: Balsa 
told us, that he was going to put himself in trim to 

C 21 
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conduct Josephine* to Madame Bonald’s^ and to 
Madame dc Nattes’s. Hence, I collected, that he 
was going to make a round of visits, and I said to 
myself—adieu to the walk! As to myself, 1 was but 
little vexed at it, I preferred the good fire of the par¬ 
lour where I was, to the north wind which was 
blowing on that day, and which I should have had 
at Foral, at the first purchase. I sat down in an ^m- 
chair, determined to wait very patiently the result 
of my rendezvous. I chatted with Madame Seconds, 
who told me that her daughter would not be long in 
leturning, and that her visits would be short. I 
heard the clock strike five : ^ Oh,* said I, ‘ this time 
it is too late for walking: the sun is taking his leave 
of us, [ am going to take my leave of you too.* 1 
took my leave, and shut myself up at home. I saw 
my brothers no more: I know not what became of 
them all day.—The next day, the 19 tb,t I was told 
that they had^een seen passing through our street 
during the morning, and that they had afterwards, 
about four o’clock, gone to Le Perrin. 

" In the evening, I went down into the kitchen, 
whilst they supped: I seated myself near the fire, 
and commenced knitting. At half-past seven, there 
was a knock at the door 5 it was M. Muret, a mer¬ 
chant of Saint-G 6 niez. As he perceived that they 
were still at table, he made a sign that he might not 
disturb them, and said he would return the next day. 

I the rest of the evening with the Pals, till 
ten o*clock, when I retired to bed, after having heard 


^ Madame Baiba. 


t The day gf the murder. 
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a pious exhortation, and joined in the evening prayers 
with the family. The reality of this fact is as incon* 
testable as that of your tenderness for your daughter 5 
it is for you, my dear mother, to judge if I speak the 
truth. 

“ On the following day, the 20 th, I went into the 
kitchen to take a coffee-pot, and this circumstance 
is perhaps not unworthy of being remarked by yon. 
I saw Madame Therondel, who said to me j * Have 
you not heard the news ? Tliey have found a man 
drowned in the Aveyron.* I answered her, that for 
some time past, they talked of nothing but disasters, 
and that our department was particularly famous in 
this way. It was near seven o’clock. 

“ I went up again into my room: in about an hour, 
one of the children of the house came to tell me, that 
the dead person was M. Fualdes-^' Ah 1 so much 
the worse,’ said I, * he was spoken of as a good 
man.’ 1 had only once seen him, a|| his estate at 
Serres: he loaded my mother and myself with po¬ 
liteness. 1 made haste to go down in order to receive 
more full information. M. Murct ^as in the kitchen 
with M. Pal i they spoke of the murder; but they 
were yet entirely ignorant of particulars. The ru¬ 
mour of a suicide already began to be circulated, and 
they talked idly upon this subject—I returned to my 
apartment: 1 was taking my dinner, when the littk 
Pals called me to go and see the corpse, which had 
been taken out of the water. 1 exclaimed: * I will 
not go there; the figure would re-appear to me at 
night, and I should be alarmed’—Oh! said they,every 
body is going there—In fine, said I, we will go there. 
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” We took the road by the mill of Besses. As we 
were not well acquainted with the way, we proceed¬ 
ed for a long time before being able to pass the river, 
and wc arrived after they had placed the body of the 
unfortunate Fualdes upon a litter. His head was 
covered by the skirt of his coat, which they had 
thrown over it. 1 confess, that I did not then feel 
all the interest about him, with which he has since 
inspired me: 1 was ignorant of the nature of his 
death; and as he was already suspected of having 
provoked it, 1 accompanied the corpse without being 
much alTected. If 1 had assisted the evening before at 
his horrible murder, could I have had strength to witness 
the next day, the removal of his unhappy remains. 
1, who after an interval of more than five months, 
have dropped down at the sight of the table where 
they pretend that he was dispatched.—1 fainted on 
entering the house of Bancal, an incontestable proof 
of my presence in that house the 19th of March.— 
What fine proofs! 

** I return to my recital. On the road, 1 enquired 
from some of the gjendarmes, if they had found any 
money about M. Fualdes; they told me they had 
not, adding, that a person dressed in a green coat, 
had called him to the club-house about eight in the 
evening, and that he had not been seen any more. 
In reaching the town, I met D’Hauterive, who was 
walking very fast. I stopped him; he recognized me, 
and.tbld me that his wife was at Gombert’s,*^ and that 
he was about departing. I told him that I wished to 

* Tilt keeper of the bowling-green. 



see her, and we descended the Ambergue. In going 
along, I asked him if he had been informed that M. 
Fualdes had been found in the Aveyron: he answer* 
ed me ,—* Well! what do you wish that I should do 
in it/ 

** On entering the inn, I found Madame d'Haute- 
rive employed in arranging her portmanteau; she 
told me, that she should have departed with regret 
if she had not seen me: that her husband had been 
unable to find my lodging; yet a moment after, she 
added, that she had passed the evening at ttiy father’s 
till ten o’clock. It might have been the fountain 
head for informing herself where I lived. 

“We hardly spoke about the murder. M. and 
Madame d’Hauterive departed in about an hour. It 
was very bad weather i I made the observation to 
them: they assured me that they were in llaste,^—On 
regaining my house, I was told that one Lacueiile, of 
Mur-de-Barrez, was suspected of having murdered 
M. Fualdes, because his father, who was indebted to 
him, had been arrested for a considerable sum, and 
that he could not clear off his debt to him. After 
some time, De Bastide was spoken of: but there are 
so many De Bastides in the world! 1 trembled at the 
idea, that it might be a relation of Madame Pons. ' 

“ Towards^evening, 1 took up my to give you 
some particulars of this event; but 1 found myself 
every instant making new alterations, which catised 
me to lay aside my letter, and to wait for better in- 
fbrmattOB. Disconcerted at being able to pick up 
nothing but vague reports, 1 went to Madame 
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Domes,* hoping to hear 'something more satisfac¬ 
tory. I found this lady in the square of L’Olmet, 
chatting with Madame Tieulat. You guess what 
was the subject of Iheii conversation. I asked them 
some questions: they assured me that they knew no 
more of it than 1 did. One of the young ladies 
Andre, who dropped in, informed us that they had 
been searching a suspicious house, in the Hue des 
Ilebdomadiers: that they had found blood in it, and 
that the magistrate had taken possession of the keys: 
here is the sum of what 1 learnt this day, the 20th. 
The 21st, 1 was told that Bastide-Gramont had 
been examined the evening before, but that he was 
not arrested. The 22d, which was Sunday, as I re¬ 
turned from mass, Madame Pul said to me, * Do you 
wish to see poor Bastide de Gros, whom they ac¬ 
cused of having killed M. Fualdes} he is purchasing 
a bat at Acquier’s.’ I stepped out of the gate, the 
shop of the hatter was opposite, I could distinguish 
the person who was pointed out to me as Gramont 
Bttitide: I examined him, and on re-entering, I told 
my hostess, that she was deceived : that I knew him 
well, and that it was his brother Louis who was mar¬ 
ried at La Montague, near Vezins. On this, a violent 
discussion arose between Madame Pal and me; and 
justice requires, that I should slate the fact; we 
could have taken an oath, she that Gramont had 
purchased a hat at Acquier’s, and I, that it was his 
brother; see what mistakes people make. 

0^ Monday, the 23d, 1 went to Madame Con^ 

* Her cousin, the sister of M. Amans Rodat. 
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Stans. Rose Pierret entered shortly after me. I had 
a very slight acquaintance with her, but still I had 
seen her before your illness. Rose appeared exireme- 
iy affected with the murder of M. Fualdes: she s]>oke 
of it to us with great emotion. 'It is horrible,’ she 
repeated, ‘ they cut the unhappy man’s tliroat on a 
table, with a wretched knife: the foot of the table 
was broke: they put him upon it again; be request¬ 
ed an instant to commend his soul to God. No, re¬ 
plied Bastide, brutally; he must die! They will se¬ 
cure all these wretches, or heaven would not be just.’ 
Such was the language that Rose Pierret held to us. 
I acknowledge that the idea did not then strike me, 
that she might have been at Bancal’s house during 
this frightful tragedy, and it wa^ not till long after, 
that 1 had conceived suspicions of this adventure. 

** I was at Olemps on Tuesday evening; Amans 
had left it in the, morning, for (he fair of Espalion. 
Madame Rodat was alone with William,* * Well,* said 
she to me, as far off as she could perceive me, ' you 
arc doing fine things at Rodez.’ Yes, I told her, we 
render ourselves illustrious. Sophy demanded of roe 
the particulars: I gave her those which 1 had from 
Rose Pierret, and which, following the words of 
Amans, denote an tor .-—retain this fully, my 
dear mamma. 

” Rose Pierret had made use of one expressioa 
which is oflensive to our language; she had said, 
‘ The assassins were eager to persuade the public, 
that M. Fualdes was deslroyed by himself, l^ut provi- 
deuce has not permitted it,’ William told me, that 

' * Her brother. 



he bad heard the beauty and the wit of Rose much 
extolled: * for the rest,* he observed, * one may be 
very amiable, and speak bad French.’ Amans re¬ 
turned from Espalion: he had been there with your 
cousin Regis*Delbosc. On the road, they met Jau- 
sion and Bastide, who were going to Rodez: they 
stopped with them an instant. Bastide wished to 
joke untowardly enough with Rodat, who answered 
in'a frigid tone, and said to R 6 gis when they were 
alone, * Here is a man who goes all the way to Rodez 
to have himself arrested.* For this time your ne¬ 
phew was a prophet: Bastide went to take up his 
bed in prison. 

Some weeks afterwards, the little Pals proposed to 
me to go the almonry to see their sister, who is now 
a nun at Nevers. One of the ladies of the sisterhood 
told me that Bancal’s children had made important 
discoveries concerning the affair of M. Fualdes ; I 
expressed some wish to see them 5 they were brought 
into our presence, and I put various questions to 
them, to which they made no reply. Little Alexis, a 
boy of three years old, repeated what every body was 
then in possession of. Madeline said^ that her brother 
was but a child, that he ought not to be listened to; 
that for herself she had neither seen or heard any 
thing, and that the murder had not been committed 
at her father’s bouse. 

Jauston was arrested the 7 th of April: as were his 
wife and her sister the following day. About the 
of this month, you sent in search of me, and 

e'^aired to Perrie, where I informed you that Ban- 
!a 1 had poisoned himself 3 the report of it was actu- 
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ally current in the city. A little time after we 
certained that he was dead. 

1 returned to Rodez on the 18 th of May. I had 
often occasion to meet Rose Pierret again, either at 
Madame Constans’s shop, or at that of the Ouyons; 
where, in passing, 1 sometimes stopped to en* 
quire the. news. Rose continually brought up the 
affair of Fualdes; she appeared concerned that the 
accused were tried at another place than Rodez, and 
repeated to me, that there were two of them whom 
they had not taken. Yet all this did not cause me 
to suspect that sfie might know more than she had 
said concerning it. 

** The entire month of June passed without our 
acquiring any fresh information. You arrived at 
Qlemps on the 29th, and you have not forgotten the 
important conversation which you held with u^ some 
days after; it i^s on the subject of the deposition of 
Bousquier. Some one had told me, that this person, 
who was included in the accused, had actually de¬ 
posed to his belief of having seen Jausion in Ban* 
cal’s kitchen j and he added, * 1 know it from an 
authentic quarter, 1 have it from one of the judges.' 
1 then observed to my cousin, that 1 credited the ex¬ 
istence of the deposition, but i could not engage to 
hinvfor its veracity. .He either heard me imperfectly, 
or 1 expressed myself in an indistinct manner; this is 
the case with me occasionally, and serious qonse- 
quences result from it. 

** 1 shall not speak to you, my dear mamma, of the 
moment of our separation, which was very melan¬ 
choly : you departed, carrying my son with you. la 



bidding you adieu, I perceived you shed tears; which 
made me presume you were actuated by alarming 
forebodings. 

“ Daring the summer, I had seen M. CUmendot 
at church, when he affected to regard me with an 
attention that was disagreeable. I did not fail to 
change my place when I found myself near him. 
One day, as I was at my window, he stopped to sa> 
lute me: I wore the appearance of not having no¬ 
ticed it. There came after a time some comedians to 
Rodez, and an evil genius which had vowed my de¬ 
struction, inspired me with so violent a passion for 
the theatre, that I could not resist the desire of going 
there,—I took a ticket. 

“ I now feelingly lament this first error, the source 

of so many misfortunes!-but tlie lime is passed. 

M. Ci^mendot seldom missed the performances: one 
evening when there were not many peipple in the first 
boxes, he saw a vacant place near me, and seated 
himself in it; he soon entered into conversation, 
spoke much to me of Sophie Miquel, extolled her 
beauty, her shape, her elegance, and finished by re¬ 
questing me to permit him to offer me his arm to 
conduct me home again. I thanked him, adding, 
that having come with the General and his nieces,* 
I should return back with them: which I did. The 
General had no lantern i I was in some difficulty to 
procure n|yi^if a light, when we saw a person follow- 
who carried one: I begged him to let me 
the use of it, and recognized M. Cl^mendot, 

* *M. the Miyor-General Viala# 
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who had designedly followed us, for the Hue de 
Touat is not the way to pass from the theatre to the 
house of Bousquet Chaudon, where 1 have since learnt 
he lodged. The General lighted the wax-taper which 
I had in my ridicule, and took leave of me, as did 
also his nieces and M. Cl^mendot. The next day I 
thought no more of all this, when Edward arrived, 
who gave me accounts of you and my son; 1 had 
great pleasure in seeing him •, %e conversed a long 
time. When lie left me he promised to return in 
less than an hour^ to conduct me to the promenade; 
1 waited for him more than three. 1 had little doubt 
where he was gone; I conceived that the societyof 
an amiable woman would make the time appear very 
short, and that in such cases there is an excuse for 
forgetting a sister. I, therefore, repaired to Rose 
Pierret’s. Edward was not there; I wished to return 
from thence. Rose detained me, and with a mysteri¬ 
ous air, said, * If you wish to see your brother, stay 

here.’-‘ But you have spoken with him then?*— 

She made me no answer. 1 pretended to be dis¬ 
pleased, and she then admitted that Edward had cer¬ 
tainly passed some time at her house, and that he 
was to return at eight o*clock to take her a walk to 
Foral, where 1 should also go; he said. 

** I told Miss Pierret that I would return home to 
fetch my shawl, and that 1 would leave word for my 
brother at the Hotel des Princes, that I sliould wait 
for him at her house. Rose said 1 was Mght, and 
proposed our partaking of some sweetmeats, on our 
return from walking. 1 went out, and did not delay 
returning. Edward followed me very shortly; we 
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set out ; it was beautiful weather, and the walks were 
soon filled with company. My brother, as usual, 
made, observations which afforded us much diversion: 
we walked for about an hour, we several times crossed 
by eight or ten persons whom we were unacquainted 
with, when one of this group, detached himself from 
It, and advancing towards us, saluted my brother^ 
addressing him by his name. < Ah ! Cl^mendot, is 
it you?’ said Edwil^d, ' and pray who were you 
with He answered, that he was walking with the 
ladies Moze, Rafenaud, and others: that he tiiought 
he recognized us, and wished to assure iiimself of it. 

* But Enjalran,’ said he, addressing himself to my 
brother, ‘ you cannot give both arms, allow me to 
offer mine to your sister.’ Edwihd released my arm; 
and as I was in a disposition to be gay, I accepted 
that of M. CMmendot. 

** After some turns in the walks, Edward asked him 
if he should soon depart. * The day after to-mor¬ 
row,’ said he, ‘ I have a hundred visits to make, 
what a bore! 1 shall come and take leave of you. 
Madam,’ he said to me, in a very low voice. 

* Surely,* I replied, ‘ you are inclined to pleasan¬ 
try ? I yesterday spoke to you for the ftrst time; 
and then I receive nobody.*—* I think you are too 
polite to deny me admittance.’—' Do not trust to 
it.*—* I will make the attempt,’ added he,— 
' Inde^^’—I then told him, you will be losing your 

Edwdrd, as well as his companion, walked 
fast. 1 perceived that M. Cl^mendot moved 
iety geotly along. I taxed him with it j he excused 
him§e)f oli the ground of having corns, which he said 
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gave him great uneasiness. * In this case you did 
wrong to hook yourself upon us, who are travelling 
post.’ He testified his regret at not having been 
sooner able to make so charming an acquaintance as 
that of Madam Manson, whose wit and elegance 
were extolled by every one. * Add also her beauty/ 
said I, breaking out into a laugh, * in order that no< 
thing may be wanting to the portrait/ I kept 
speaking to him constantly in a tone of pleasantry j 
obliging him, however, to double his pace, in order 
to overtake Rose and my brother, who on their part 
were entertaining each other very gaily. 

“ It was late; I proposed our retiring, which was 
agreed to. On entering the town, Edward said that 
be was dying with thirst, and had a great mind to 
go and drink a glass of bepr .—* Come into the 
house,’ said Miss Pierrct to us, * we shall find some 
very good; and then,’ said she, turning round to 
me, * your sister has made an engagement to taste 
my sweetmeats.’ I felt more under the influence of 
sleep than of hunger. I suffered myself nevertheless 
to be carried along, and we went up to Rose’s, who 
set some excellent current jelly before us, which had 
not the effect of giving me a pain in my stomach, 
because I eat of it through complaisance. It was not 
the same case with the aid-de-camp, who helped him* 
self to large platefulls, and swallowed down immense 
spoonfulls without any bread: any body else would 
have burst from it, but unhappily for me it did not 
gorge him. 

** Edward, who is always full of jests, bad on this 
evening a more than ordinary dose of mirth; he made 



me laugh so much at the expense of poor Cl^meudot^ 
that it ended with my seriously fearing that he might 
perceive it, and be displeased at it j but, nothing of 
the kind5 instead of it, he commenced singing.— 
He said to us every now and then, lisping: ‘ arc wc 
for a turn to Foral ?*—* Ah, and the corns,* said I, 
Edward did not hear him, and thought no more of 
retiring. * Let us take a turn to Foral,’ said M. 
C 14 mendot again. He repeated this for the twentieth 
time, when Edward, after having reflected a moment, 
said to us, * ladies, the weather is beautiful, I will 
look for a carriage : let us go and breakfast at Espa* 
lion, we shall eat some delicious trout.* 1 asked my 
brother if he had lost his wits, and if he had forgot 
that it would take five hours to reach Espalion 
from Rodez. ‘ It matters not,* said lie, ‘ we shall 
be back here in good time to-morrow.* Rose, from 
apprehension of her fatlier, who was to arrive in the 
morning, did not coincide with Edward. After a vi¬ 
gorous resistance, he was obliged to capitulate. My 
brother proposed to us to go only to the barracks at 
Flavin, assuring us that we should be back again before 
seven o’clock, and that M. Pierret would not then be 
in town. Sleep had entirely passed from me; I joined 
with Edward, in order to decide Rose, promising her, 
that if her father became acquainted with the adven¬ 
ture, I would take every thing on myself. 

“ M. Cl^mendot made no observation: he appeared 
na^lher disconcerted, or pleased with our arrange- 
^ujSmts: he followed us however to Saint Pierre’s, 
where we went to order a carriage. 

Your son, who gave the orders in his character of 
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adjutant-major,* was instantly obeyed. «et off 
a little before day-break} it began to appear as Kre 
passed la Mouline, Rose was no sooner in the car¬ 
riage, than despair took possession of her. I thought 
she was going to jump over the boot: she had the 
air of a victim who is going to be sacrificed, but she 
had to deal with pitiless ravishers. Far from being 
touched by her grief, they only answered it with 
peals of laughter. Edward was so full of drollery, 
that Rose forgetting Rodez, her father, and all her 
alarms, concluded by laughing as heartily as the rest 
of us. ‘ 

“ Our conductor drove us at a great rate: we arriv¬ 
ed at Flavin at liaif past four. Edward had thought, 
of ediing part of a goose; he had reckoned without - 
his host: it Was Saturday} and M. Blanc does not 
think that a man who has had his feet frozetii should 
on that account be released from observing the 
sixth comniandment of the church. They gave us 
eggs, salad, and cheese. As we had not ^epf, wc 
called for coffee, which I believe was boiled in the ' 
frying-pan. They rummaged out an old Ml of sugar, 
the colour of yellow wax, which the officers con¬ 
tended for. In vain they called for liqueurs; the 
host, never losing sight of prudence, told us that be 
kept none because of the rats.t 
" At last, after being very indifferently regaled, we 
remounted the carriage, to the great satisfactiop' of 
Rose, who was in constant dread of fiudii^ her 
father at his house, . • 

^ He has fitted this post in tbe old j^ard, 

f Of the Cellar s^parently. ' 

.* D 



34 


Edward entertained us during the journey with 
his adventures in the towns where he had passed. M. 
Cl4mendot, who wished to put on the air of the favo¬ 
rite of the fair, imparted to us his successes with the 
ladies of Rodez, whose favors he had obtained, in 
order cruelly to abandon them. He instances Madam 
such-a-one, whose favors he had despised; another, 
who was disconcerted the moment he appeared: he 
compelled that one to cast down her eyes in his pre¬ 
sence the husband of this had surprised them; and 
as the Marquis in Marmonters tales would say, * at 
a critical moment* ‘ Oh!* repeated he, * I have 
done speaking of myself; ill betide the woman; 
when 1 wish to have he^!'—* Hold,’ said Edward, 
* he would persuade us, if we had not seen hidi, A 
pretty young fellow to turn the heads of the belles! 
Only look at him, ladies.’ 

“ You must know, iny dear mother, that M. C14- 
mendot is extremely ugly; but it is requisite 1 should 
give ^you his portrait. In the first place, he is what 
we call in our country, he has an enormous 

mouth, a most wicked nose, squinting eyes, a sallow 
complexion, a bald head, and he speaks through his 
nose. Now let us come to his stature, which is very 
little higher than mine; 1 avail myself of a compa¬ 
rison of Edward’s, in speaking of his slender limbs, 
and I find that those of M. C14mendot are not badly 
likened to twy> barrels of a fusee; add to this the very 
extreme of short inexpressibles, and black*stockings: 
but of what eonseqoence is his person, if the mind 


* Haring the lower jair very protuberant, 
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Was worth any thing ? Here, my dear mamma, is a 
faint sketch of the person, who is called M. CI4men- 
dot; to whom, according to the world, I have made 
the most important discoveries, to whom 1 have con¬ 
fided a secret, which 1 was unwilling to reveal to 
justice, in spite of the inquisi|oriaI measures which 
they have employed for that purpose for the last four 
months. 

We arrived at Rode^ early : these gentlemen left 
us at the lower end of the side of the Cordeliers; I 
accompanied Rose as far as her father’s house, who 
was not as yet arrived, and who has not arrived to 
this day: he sent to her to come and join him in the 
country. Regaining my own house, I threw myself 
on my bed, where 1 slept for some hours. They 
made no doubt in the family that I had passed the 
night abroad. About two, Edward entered, and told 
me that he was going to Saint Pierre's with M. Ci6> 
mendot, * Harkee,’ added my brother, ‘ 1 shall 
not depart till towards evening; 1 wish to go to 
Rose's, to lake leave of her; you will be there—1 
wish it much.' We placed ourselves for an instant 
at the window; Eifward said to me, * 1 must go 
away : I'll take a bet that C14mendot is in search of 
me:—stay,' said he, * look at him passing along 
the street.* I observed that he was very gaily 
dressed; he had a very fine frill, silk breeches, gold 
buckles: but after all it was the same figure. 

** My brother called to him; and on entering he 
took full possession of a chair, before I had a thought 
of offering him one. Edward told him, that he did 
not care about taking repose: that he must go In 
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Saint Pierre’s. * Well,’ said M. Cl4mendot, ‘ you 
may very well go there without me: lam tired 5 it is 
so extremely hotj I can do no more.’ As I saw 
that he sought a pretext for remaining alone with 
me, 1 said, ‘ I am going out, and give my company 
to no one.' This n\gniier of explaining myself was 
understood by M. Clemendot, who required no more 
entreaties to accompany Edward. 

“ I went a little after to Rose’s: she had made her¬ 
self in readiness to go into the country. After a 
short interval, Edward dropt in 5 the everlasting CI 6 - 
meiidot was with him; they came up stairs togetheri 
but my brother, who grew tired of his company, said 
to him, * go about your business j you carry matters 
too far.’ The seriousness of this apostrophe discon¬ 
certed the poor aid-de*camp, who thought fit to 
retire. 

** In the evening my brother told us that he was 
going to seek for his horse. An instant afterwards I 
placed myself at the window, and I saw a man whom 
they were conducting to execution. ‘ How can you 
remain there ?’ said Rose to me. * Oh! very well,* 
1 replied. * Must one pity him so much ? It is 
doubtless a murderer. See, he has on a red gown. I 
should see the murderers of the unfortunate Fualdes 
pass by thus, with equal composure.’ 

“ There was a great crowd before the Corddliers to 
see Jai^ion^ who was on this day examined. Edward 
^c§|fte 'w tell us, that he had seen him in the street, 
^IPH that Jakision was very pale. < 1 should fear to 
.fcee him,’ said Rose, ‘ he gives me strange inquie- 
^de; I am sorry for him; I would not wish to be at 
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Rodez if he was executed/ 1 am at this moment 
persuaded, that if Miss Pierret was present at the 
murder, she owes her life to Jausion j or rather, not 
having seen him, she regrets his being accused. I 
am well disposed to believe, that the gentleman of 
middle height, whom Bousquier has taken for Jausion, 
was another person. We saw Edward again, who 
wished us good evening, without dismounting from 
his horse: he had again seen M. Cl^mendot j they 
had embraced, and taken leave of each other for a 
length of time, because the aid-de-camp was to depart 
with his general on the evening of the following day, 
for a very remote department. I renlained still for 
some time at Miss Pierret's: she had a small white 
veil, such as that which I worked at the expense of 
the point of my needle. ‘ Ah! Ah! exclaimed I, you 
adopt my fashions.' She did not say any thing par¬ 
ticular in answer to me, and passed into the room, 
where her chest of drawers was open. There was in 
it a large black veil, such as the Spanish women wear. 
1 put it on my head.—* It is very pretty,' said 1 to 
Rose, * where have you bought it?’—* At Paris.'— 
* Have you been to Paris ? lt*must have cost you a 
good deal of money,'—* Ah 1 fndeed, a good deal.' 
She snatched the veil with some haste: threw it into 
the drawers, and shut them. Her manner surprised 
me. I was then ignorant that there had been a female 
veiled at Bancal's house, on the* 19th of March. I 
could not then entertain a suspicion respecting Rose: 
but it is true that her air of embarrassment, in speaking 
to me of her veil, surprized me at the moment.—1 left 
Miss Pierret at 6 o^clock, and saw her again no more 
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tin in the sitting of the 8th of September, at the 
court of judicature. Having returned home, I supped 
and was desirous to retire to bed early, when I heard 
a gentle knock at my door, and perceived M. Cl^> 
mendot enter. It was late. I requested him to retire: 
he told me that he was in no hurry. On no account 
in the world should I have wished my hostess to see a 
man in my apartment at the approach of night. She 
might come in every instant. After having reflected, 
I resolved on going out of my room, and leaving M. 
Clemendot alone. That was fortunate: in about an 
hour 1 returned. I searched into every corner, and 
after being assured that nobody was there, 1 doubly 
turned the lock, and went to bed. 

Next day, as I returned from mass, one of my 
female neighbours said to me:—* You have had a 
visit from the Generars aid<de-camp this morning.' 
-r-* Me .J** said I, ' liovv! 1 conversed with him for 
the first time, at the play, last Thursday!’—« It does 
not signify,' she replied, ‘ if he was not going away, 
he would lay himself out to pay court to you, and to 
bring your honour in question: you would not be the 
first woman made notorious by him.’ I assured iier 
that this man occasiotied me no apprehension. 


** In the afternoon I heard the sound of boots in 
the corridor which leads to my room, and somebody 
rapped twice in the space of half an hour. 1 dressed 
myself, and did not^eem it proper to make any an- 
•swer. Some Itime after 1 called Madame Lacombe,* 
and requested her to go to Madame Constans’s, and 


* Her hostess, 
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buy me a sash, I forgot to shut my door inside: I 
heard a knock again. 1 sprung up to turn the key> 
but I had not time to do it, BXi^ the man who is not 
a Sir Charles Grandison, abruptly ente)*ed. I was, 
however, on the threshold of the door: my head be¬ 
came giddy at the idea, that my bost^s was about to 
return, and that she would find me. 1 had so terri¬ 
fied an appearance, and naade such earnest intreaties 
to him, that he consented to withdraw. 

“ Madame Lacombe was not long in returning. 
She told me that an officer had pome, about ^n hour 
ago, who ^had asked her for Madame Manifon, and 
that she told him I was gone out. ‘ I believe,* fidded 
Madame Lacombe, * that it is. your brother: he 
stopped for a moment at the door, bit his nails, and 
then went away.’—‘ My brother,* said I, * dej^rted 
yesterday. If the gentleman, you speak of, returns, 
tell him 1 am not here: with the exception of my 
father, I wish to see no one.’ 

“ I went to the play with the ladies Miquel. They 
played Jocande, or les Coureurs d^Aventu^sJ^ I was 
very attentive to the music of this opera, whioh is^ 
pretty, when, between the acts, my eyes glanced 
towards the pit. I perceived M. Clemeodot, who 
disappeared almost immediately. The curtain which 
drew up at this poroent presented to my view nhw 
objects, which made me forget this singular appaft- 
tion. At the end of the last piece, I heard ’a ti^ise 
behind me; I turned round, and I again saW’M. Cie- 
mendot, who made a sign of vengeance to me, and 
went out. 

If aid little attention to his menaces, and retired 
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very placidly to my house. In about a quarter of an 
hour I went into the coi ridor to look for some water, 
when I opened my door, I was neaily falling back¬ 
wards on perceiving M. Cl^mendot, w ho came into 
my room, compelled me to enter it with him, and 
locked the door. I should have called up the house, 
but my adversary was little to be dreaded, and then 
was I to make a ridiculous eclat in Hodez, where 
so little is requisite to render oneself a subject of com¬ 
mon talk? {Alas! I divined it much better in the 
sequel. None can avoid their destiny.) 

** It is from this horrible night, that my misfortune 
may be dated. What were all the vexations which I 
have endured during life, compaied to those which 
for the last five months have overwhelmed me ? what 

tears have I shed!-Oh! my (aiher, ray mother, 

niy brothers, my son! dear and sacred ties which 
alone attach me to life, without you, without a resi¬ 
due of religion, I should have freed myself from this 

painful existence.-In the other world, they will 

no more speak to me of the trial respecting M. 
Fualdes. 

“ There had been a great supper at General de 
Waiitr4’si M. CI6mendot was at it, and played a 
very good part, as he is accustomed to do. He could 
not support himself, and tottered at every step. He 
approached me, and endeavoured to embrace me j I 
pushed him back to the other extremity of the cham¬ 
ber. " I persuaded him to retire, he told me that I 
lost my time, ;that he should not go away till three 
o'clock, the moment when the General would set offj 
lie added that he felt a desire to sleep. In tHilh he 
h . 
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yawned exceedingly, and fell asleep, or naade a show 
of sleeping. During this time I reflected on my si¬ 
tuation, which was a very singular one j not, as 1 
have said, that I was afraid of M. Cl^mendot; for it 
is pretended that in departing from Rodez he carried 
with him bitter recollections; he passed for a debau¬ 
chee, a drunkard, and for being loaded with debts. 
1 had learnt this in the morning: and they even 
added that his creditors wished before his departure, 
to give him a good acquittance on his shoulders. 
When the aid-de-camp had slept half an hour, I again 
entreated hin]^ to retire. He told me that he knew 
something extremely interesting, and that he would 
coiiflde it to me. ' You must know that the report 
in the town is, that there was a female at Bancal’s 
house, during the murder: some say His Miss Avit.' 
1 interrupted him, in order to declare that 1 did not 
believe Miss Avit capable of being in so bad a place, 
and that besides, they would not have suffered a wit¬ 
ness of the murder, who might have been able to 
publish the authors of it.. ' Many persons have 
maintained,’ said he, * that you had given some one 
a rendezvous there.’ < Ah 1 1 shall not fail finding 
myself implicated in the affair of M. Fuafdes.’— 
‘ They add,’ said M. Cl^mendot, once more, * that 
at the time you were in the house, the woman Ban- 
cal, hearing people approaching, concealed you in a 
place where you could see and hear every thing.* 

I fixed an earnest look upon him: he continued, 
—* It was indeed you! Come, confess that it was 
you.’-** Oh! assuredly,’ said 1, * it was myself.*— 
* 111 starred woman. How interesting this renders 
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you in my eyes •, it is said that Bastide wished to kill 
you, and that Jausion saved your life. If you were 
aware of the interest which I have in this affair 1 if 
you were aware of it! if you could comprehend all 
the interest which I have in this affair!’ 

I made no doubt that he was either out of his 
wits, or at the least drunk. The sleep which he had 
on entering, confirmed me in this idea: he spoke very 
loud. 1 begged him to lower his voice; he then be¬ 
took himself to singing. 1 gave him some chocolate 
to make him silent, and at last persuaded him to go 
away. ^ 

I carefully closed the gate at the entry, which 
sometimes remained open on account of the different 
lodgers; and, besides, was so badly closed, that in 
pushing it it flew open when the bolt was not lUade 
fisst. It is by the knowledge of this circumstance, 
that I have accounted for the sudden apparition of 
M. Clilimendot in the corridor; he had taken care to 
be followed by one of his friends, whom he told, that 
he came to oqy house at midnight. This young man 
doubtless saw him enter the house in which 1 lived, 
at this hour: he was subpcened to depose to this fact; 
but he has not appeared at the trial, thanks to the 
President, who has not thought that it could serve to 
the qufoiding the affair of M* Fualdes. 

** /Dnesday, the 29th of July, about seven o’clock 
ip ;$e evening, a bailiff arrived and handed me a sum- 
ions. * Yon are under a mistake,* ! told him, * I 
no suit nt law with any person.’ * It is for that 
of M, Fualdes.’—* Still more out of the way; what 
relation have 1 with Mf Fualdes^ 1 know nothing 
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about it;* the bailiff answered, ‘ give youraejjf the 
trouble to come to the court, M. Constant will ex¬ 
plain it to you** 1 regretted it extremely; but he iiH 
sisted on it. I was introduced into a hall, where 1 
saw M. Constant, the judge, whom I did not know, 
and who received me with much politeness. * 

” After the customary preamble, he caused me, to 
be sworn. .1 trembled a Httle; it was.my first oatb^ 
and it is not a trifling thing. At least 1 have not to 
reproach myself with being perjured. I have NEVER 
asserted before the court, that I was in.Bancars 
house the 19th of March: my compliance will never 
carry me to this point.. 

“ They asked me what| knew of the murder of M. 
Fualdes; I answered with confidence, that I abso¬ 
lutely knew nothing. ‘ See,' said M. Constant, ad¬ 
dressing me, * what rumours are nused; the report 
is current that, you were at Bancal's house.'—* And 
who has asserted this ?’—* Oh 1’ replied be,‘ 1 thfi 
rumour of the town,* 

My interrogation was very short. I hild no¬ 
thing to depose. Lhad,still time to go and take a 
short walk with the sisters of Madam Gourdon, one 
of whom had lately married M. Boyer. We vtere at 
the play together; a minute after I sa# the ladies 
Miquel and their uncle enter; they seated'themselv^ 
almost withput saluting me. I was astonMied at this 
caprice, and had no doubt some ui^rh^nd twr%* 
bad been. done fne with them, a common tMog at 
Rodez. But it was a surprise of aU entirely different 

* A «tp^ at my 
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character^ when Lperceived that the looks of all were 
fixed; upon me, and that I was the object of general 
curiosity. Though I examined myself carefully, 
there was nothing ridiculous in my dress: they were 
in the habit of seeing me at the play. Suddenly 1 
recollected my assignation, this was a flash of light. 
Oh I said I, in otir great town very little is neces* 
sary to eke out matter for conversation. I turned 
towards M. Lacalmontie, who was behind me, and 
asked him, * on what authority it was spread through 
the town, that I was at Bancal’s on the 19 th of 
March.’ * 1 know nothing about it,’ he replied. 1 
still put some questions to him, I urged him. The 
General, who was hy his side, losing his patience, 
told me in a very animated tone: * Madame, you 
have placed your secret in bad hands, it is now pub* 
lie. M. Cl^mendot is an indiscreet persoq; you 
should have chosen a better confidant.’ I looked at 
him with an air of consternation. With difficulty 1 
had power to say a few words in my justification: 
but this was neither the place nor the moment for it. 
The curtain rose. I was shrunk into nothing: I 
should have preferred reciting the rosary, or even the 
longest office in the breviary, to being present at this 
Opera, and I would have given all the world to have 
bad the power of withdrawing without being perceiv¬ 
ed : but there were no means of doing so; and 1 was 
obliged to remain under the fixed gaze of every eye. 

* ** This was only a prelude to the punishment that 
\ awaited me: M. Cl^mendot entered t 1 believed he 
bad taken his departure: not a bit of it: it was in¬ 
deed his intention, after having made his deposition: 
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but he was detained, and I had to undergo the confu¬ 
sion of being saluted by him, and of having him nearly 
close at my side during a part of the first piece. I con¬ 
stantly turned away, in order to avoid seeing him, 
which doubtless influenced him afterwards, to go and 
place himself in a box facing me j and without turn¬ 
ing my back on the actors, I was condemned to see 
this odious figure, constantly directed towards me. 

“ Never had a spectacle appeared so long to me. 

1 made a vow, that I would never froni that moment 
appear there during my life, and I will assuredly 
keep my engagement. When 1 went out, M. Cle- 
mendot had tlie audacity to approach and offer me 
his arm. My face was all on fire, I was ripe for giv¬ 
ing way to my anger, and displaying a scene which 
would, perhaps, have been better for me; for they 
have reproached me with having observed too much 
respect towards tJiis monster. 

“ M. Boyer, his wife and sister-in-law, re-oonduct- 
ed me home: for this time, 1 did not forget drawing 
the bolt at the gate, and also doubly locking my own 
door. 1 approached the window, which was open; 
in the street I perceived a sort of shadow, which 
said to me, * Give me admittance.* I precipitately 
closed the window and the shutters; I lay down, but 
could not close my eyes. From this day I have been 
afflicted with fever; and believe it will quit me no 
more. 

“ During the night, I had time for reflection; in 
the morning I arose, very melancholy and much ex¬ 
hausted. It was not yet eight o’clock, when I heard 
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a rap at my door: it was a fresh summons to repair 
forthwith to the court. I went there, and found at it 
the king's solicitor* M. Constant, and M. Clemen- 
dot, with whom they wished to confront me: on see¬ 
ing me he was disconcerted, and made several fruit¬ 
less efforts to assume an air of composure. For 
myself, I was almost suffocated with anger: but, 
well persuaded that passion would avail me nothing, 
I restrained myself, and put on a tranquil appearance. 
How often have 1 been upbraided on this account! 
It was necessary to insult the aid-de-camp, and snatch 
from his pate the few hairs that were left on it; 1 
should then have clearly proved that he was an im¬ 
postor, fiancal struck Bousquier with her fist, at the 
sitting of the ISth of September: she would have 
beat him soundly, if they had not put her in irons: is 
the world lesa persuaded on that account, that the 
murder bad not been committed at her house ? 

M. CI4mendot afiirmed, that I had assured him 
1 was at Bancafs house on the 19th March; 1 
affirmed the contrary; I confined myself to telling 
him that stories sometimes cost dear, and that be bad 
better be on his guard. We went out together; M. 
Avit, the registrar, offered to accompany me, which I 
accepted. M. Q^mendot wished to follow us; 1 de¬ 
clared to him, in so resolute a tone of voice, that I 
should rather prefer being shut up in one of the dun- 
geQ||.j(fll{^ the Cordeliers, to entering the town in bis 
, than he troubled me no more, and quit- 
n$, # 

Scarcely (lad I regained my room, when M. Ju- 
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lien * entered it. ' 1 come,* said he, ' on the part 
of your father, who desires that you may hai^e an 
interview with the Prefect.* * Really,* I replied, ‘ I am 
unacquainted with M. d’Estourmel; wh^ would they 
have me say to him ? J know nothing concerning the 
business of M. Fualdes. If it is on this account that 1 
am demanded, it is very useless that I should go and 
weary the Prefect* ‘ Be easy/ said M* JuUen: Mn a 
couple of hours 1 will come and take you $ I will my* 
self conduct you t^tbe prefecture: your fkthar is 
very much inclined, that you shouM go there/ 

1 made no reply: M. Julien begging me to dress 
myself, left me j such was my desi^. I had never 
in my life spoken to the Prefect j 1 bestowed great 
trouble on my tbilet, in order to appear before our 
man, though he did not, 1 rather' think, pay much^ 
attention to it. 1 did M. D^qurmel an injury, in 
assimilating hini with M. de Tennont, relative to 
etiquette, to which the latter,, it is said, greatly ad* 
iiered. The Prefect has sipce seen me very oRen in a 
morning dress, and in a careless undress^iind hiicef* 
tainly taken no exception on this account. 
returned at ten o*clockj 1 was ready, hut he^ told me, 
we had time for a little convei^tion. My hither 
charged him to tell me, that if I was at/ JBaiicid's 
house, in spite of the shame that woidd attadi to mak* 
ing such an avowal, 1 owed it tbjustioer to do so. 
That he would pardon me$ that he wdiild make me nb 
reproaches, provided 1. admitted every thing. 
tested to M. Julien, that 1 badlslept at hornf^ ibe 19th 

f ' ' ' 

* One of the Judges of the civil court Of ftt Rodez. an 

sneient colleague and friend of M. Enjalnui* 
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March, and that I had not gone out all the evening. 
I offered to have all PaPs family cited to support my 
assertion. He told me, that in a tovt'n, one found 
difficulty in proving an alibi: that besides, there was 
no question as to that matter: that it was proved, 
that I was at BancaPs j that they had informations 
thereupon: in short, that the woman Bancal was ex¬ 
ecuted, and that, if in her last testament she had 
lately declared, that I was at her house at the time of 
the murder, there could be no d^ubt that I should be 
proceeded against as an accomplice, on my denial. 

** Whatever I could do, I was unable to persuade 
M. Julien; he accompanied me to the Prefecture, 
and aftir the first compliments, he left me alone with 
the Prefect, who, of all the men that I have ever seen 
in my life, is the one who has impressed me with the 
most awe. I find myself timid in his presence, after 
having seen hfim at least sixty times 5 judge from this 
what I must have felt at the first interview! M. d’Es- 
tonrm^ received me with ^hat grace, and that polite- 
nes 6 r<>whi<^ characterize him: he employed the 
greatest, Ifentleness to make me acknowledge that i 
was at Bancal^s house: he assured me, that M. Cfe- 
mendot had,, in his depjasition, spoken of me in the 


mo^ respectful terms j that he was far front having 
hi^4 the of which he was publicly accused; 

that, if I wpnki admit the facts stated in this deposi- 
tioni they weald allow him to depart; that he de- 
^imanded noiiiog so earnestly as to go and rejoin hk 
^al. *!Bttt/.^aid I to the Prefect, * 1 have been 
that M. Cfemendot had deposed, that I hhd 
and fusion to hi#, whilst their 
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carrying these gentlemen to the scaffold; five wit¬ 
nesses are to appear on the trial in support of M. 
Clemendot having declared this fact to them in a' 
coffee-house; 1 have it from one of them, who has 
clearly understood ))im,: and after all this, no doubt 
is entertained of my having been actually present at 
the murder'; of Bastide having been desirous to cut, 
my throat; and of Jausion having saved my life. 

" The Prefect again assured ine, that M. Clemen- 
dot had not mentioned all this story; he returned to 
entreaties that I would make a confession to him: he 
told me, that he had certain inforiuations by him, 
which did not permit him to entertain the smallest 
doubt that I was acquainted with every thing ; 
that it would be infinitely more adviiUible to admit 
it; that it was impossible that u brme officer 4f the 
strictest honor, had invented all this fabulous t^e ; 
that I must 4ay my account to a serious idfair Be¬ 
tween one of my brothers and him; that» on the 
other side, my father was about bringing 
against him for calumny, and commencing a suit 
which would be the ruin of our femily. 

** From the commencement 1 had foreseen one 6f 
these misfortunes, since 1 hastened vmting to Gusta- 
vus to prevent Edward's coming to HodeaV I also 
demanded my son of ;1^, not doubting that 
might threaten to deprive me of him fbrevevi if t dM 
not make a confe^ion. Tbo sequd bas^ dearly 
proved that my fears were well founded* 

“ Iq my first interview with the Fcdect, I condi 
nued very firm in supporting the truth: notwlth«» 



standings when 1 hiui returned home, and reflected 
on all the disasters which my denial brought with it, 
I imagined, * Let me sacrifice myself; the testimony 
of my conscience will suffice; all the world will be¬ 
lieve that I was in an Infamous house; 1 alone shall 
know to the contrary; and, dishonoured in the eyes 
of an unjust public, py own esteem will at least be 
left me.* 

** Here, my dear mother, is the reasoning which I 
adopted; it is false, since you have found it so; but 
you were far from me; 1 had no time to consult 
you. 

** My resolution being taken, I sent to entreat M. 
Julien would come over to me. He came instantly, 
l.told him, that if he had an engagement from my 
father not to reproach me with my conduct, to enter 
into securities to pay my allowance punctually; and, 
above all, not to compel me to live at Perrin, (it was 
simple enough that a mother and brothers might in¬ 
stitute any vexatious proceedings for a miserable 
prostitute), I promised to state every thing to the 
Prefect. M. Julien assured me, he had no doubt of 
my father’s acquiescence in all my demands; but 
that not having a legal authority from him for treat¬ 
ing with me, he would go and assure himself how 
he stood disposed towards me: that while 1 waited 
for him, 1 could write to the Prefect, to demand oS. 
him another, audience. 

left me, saying he would soon return. | 
fWrote the letter, No. II. inserted in the information,* 

* The reader will feel obliged to us fw plaeiiig these dififerent 
ptpen before liiiiii. 


No. a. 
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to the Prefect, I* had not finished, when M, Julien 
returned to tell me that my father accepted all my 
conditions. I sent my letter to the Prefecture. The 
Prefect returned answer that he was always ready to 

No. IL 

" Sir, 

" I think I have discovered that you took a very lively interest in 
M. Clemendot; this consideration, joined to the fear of occa8io»jj;ag 
the spilling of blood, compels me to unveil to you this day a mys¬ 
tery impenetrable to all the world.—Yesterday it was impossible I 
could do it; I was in a state which can beat no comparison, in vOin 
have I wished to conceal it from you: you have seen how heavily I 
was oppressed. I will s|ate the truth to you. Sir; but will you 
deign to believe it ? May I rely upon secrecy ? This is most diffi¬ 
cult : is not my deposition in the hands of the Judges ? Have X 
not signed it ? What will be my fate ? I know it not; but the 
life of my brothers shall be no longer in danger: my fatbet shall 
have no apprehensions of the loss of his fortune: in short, it is ne¬ 
cessary to restore the honour of a brave officer; what matters it that 
that of a woman should be compromised ? All the blanae will fall 
heavy upon me: lam prepared for event. What can befaA 
me Am I not created for misfortune, has not.the iheosure of 
it for along time past been completed i ^ ' 

M. Clemendot desires to have an Interview with me: I consent 
to it; but permit it to be in your presence, and that I may dis¬ 
course with you without witnesses. May Heaven grant ttte the 
power of speaking! Can you believe me r 1 do not eapect it; but 
at least I will occasion no person's death. My life alofie is p^haps 
in danger. Deign, Sir, to communicate to me the hour at which 1' 
may obtain audience. 1 venture, to hdpe thatmy letter will only 
known by yourself: excuse the disorder of it, and be plea^ 
accept the assurances of iny respect anul of my homage.*—It is with 
these sentiments that I have the honour to be, 

«,Sir, 

Your very humble and most obedient tenrant, 

« K MANSON.f , 

' ' ' 

■■ ■ 
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give me audience/ add that my hour shonid be his— 
that the sooner the better: these are his own expres¬ 
sions : I have his letter. 

** As it was late, I resolved to wait till the next 
day, and I was for an instant at PaFs shop, whose 
house I had unfortunately quitted a month since. 1 
say unfortunately, because, if 1 had not changed my 
lodging, I should not have been at the play, and 1 
slr^yuld never have had the fatal honour of an ac¬ 
quaintance with M. Ci^mendot. All the family at 
Pal’s were at that time so convinced that 1 had not 
gone out, on the 19th of March, that they would 
have sworn to it. Rosalie^ call^ to my mind a dis¬ 
course which I had held with her the next day. I 
said * to her: My God, me have been singing all the 
evening Hke silly people: perhaps during the very time 
they zvere kiUirig this urtfortmaie man. This peculiar 
circumstance had entirely escaped my memory: 
Rosalie brought it to my recollection: the Pals be¬ 
lieved, and assuretHyMo even to this hour believe, 
that 1 was at home on the ]9thi but they would be 
yet more determined against attesting it in a court of 
justice, from fear of compromising themselves, and 
lest the world might say, that they took me by the 
hand. ^ 

‘' Besides, they are not the only persons who are 
alarmed; there are plenty more of them. The affair 
of M.^ahles has struck every body with borrdr: 

oftce arc not without inquietude: and such 
P^uld bear witness in my favour avoid me, from a 
fear of codtmitting themselv^. And I, 1 am in the 

* M, )PaI*s youn^t dau^ter. 
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prljKtn o( the Capucin^, and am under no,alarm *. 
1 am kept.in close privacy, behind an iron grating,, 
three doors separate me from every other human 
being, and 1 am under no alarm: I am accused of 
being an accomplice in the most horrible of murders, 
and I am under no alarm: no, once again, .1 am 
under no alarm. . 

“ Do not talk to me of weak people they are more 
dangerous than wicked ones. One is not upon one's 
guard with them. .What evils are in reserve for a' 
state governed by a sovereign who is witliout energy I 
A weak king is ordinarily the precursor of a tyrant: 
we have seen it in our own time: Louis l6th pre¬ 
pared the Revolution, by which Napoleon profited. 

** What a digression! Perhaps not so great as it 

appears to you y for if the affair of M. Fualdes has 

been a bloody tragedy, the preceding reign was one 

of a kind of which^t would be difficult to enumerate 

» 

all the acts. But 1 forgot that the pronahncing a 
certain name is a most especial crimes in the eyes of 
my rigid jailer, and of his rigid partner, always under 
the dread of camndttw^ themehes and of , their, 

places. ^ As for me, i entertain no fear of Josing mine. 
If 1 was with my dear mamma, and my little Allah, it 
would be different.* 

** I no more recollect where lam. 1 was mention- 

* I one day asked jiadame Idanspn if by she cabled her son, 
Edward, Allah f **li said she, the name he gave huasetf when 
he commenced lisping out his little words, ,and was' unable to ex¬ 
press himself better. 1 have adopted it, and sometimes call him 
by itr Th^ say that this word signifi^ Gid amongk the Tudfs; 
this dear little oeature is my God.’ 
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ing to you, I think, my visit to Pal's; 1 vtras irell satis¬ 
fied with them, aod made no doubt that they would 
afford me their testimony whenever I required it: 1 
left them under this impression. The fbllowing day 
I repaired to the Prefecture: I found M. Clemendot 
there: I expected it. My resolution was taken; I 
said to' M, Clemendot, * Since it is necessary to re¬ 
store the honour of a brave officer, I allow that I have 
acknowledged to you having been at Bancal’s on the 
19 th of March; but certainly I never told you that 
Ba^ide and Jausion were there.’ M. Clemendot re¬ 
plied, that 1 was right; and the Prefect anew assured 
me, that no mention was made of them. 

Ih thus saying, he passed into an apartment ad¬ 
joining that in which we were, and from which he 
could hear us; the door was besides left half open. 
Being alone with M. Clemendot, 1 told him that he 
must be satisfied, and that I mad# no doubt he would 
instantly depart. He was surprised, and must be so: 
my conduct had a right to astonish him; and he 
doubtless Said to himself, like Master James, * How 
should 1 have devised this mithoui a thought ?* 

He cdnjured me to tdl him all. 1 recommended 
him to pa4k up^ his trunk, to join his General^ and to 
leave me to myself. The Prefect, who distinctly 
perceived that our conversation was not that of two 
aUvejTS, hastened to jreturo, and to dismiss M. Cle- 
of Ivdbti iai.}nstsiht hfter, my was announced: 

with a Very severe air. ‘So,jtrtify/ said 
|p%buld u; dishonour your family in refusing that 
fear of cMcb justice expects from you.' The Pre- 
uhoed to him that 1 confessed^ having told 
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M. CI4mendot that 1 was at Bancal’s. < Yes,* said 1 
then ; ^ but 1 imposed on Ci^mendot: I havo not 
in my life been in the house of BancaL* 

My father became furious at these words. ' Who 
will you persuade,* said he, * that you have been able 
to make sport of this kind ? Who will believe it V 
I persisted, and it was then that he assured me he 
would go and throw himself at the feet of the King; 
that he would obtain an order to have me imprisoned 
for life; that 1 must bid an eternal adieu to lUy coun¬ 
try and to my son. This did but gently agitate me: 
it could not enter into my head, that Under the reign 
of a Bourbon such violence might be exercised. My 
father added, moreover, that 1 should bring my head 
to the scaffold. ‘Well,* said I, < I shall knowhow 
to bring it there: the idea of criminality will not ac¬ 
company me to it, and I shall die without remorse.* 
“ It was then that my father, no longer able to con¬ 
tain himself, began to weep. ‘ Wretched daughter,* 
said he, ‘and your family, for what do you,account 
it ? A father, who has never swerted from honour, 
who shewed you the path to it, you have reduced 
him to live in opprobrium, and yon empoison his 
declining days. Yoli have struck a dagger in the 
heart of your unfortunate mother! She is on the 
bed of sickness: there scarcely remains to her a 
breath of life. Your brothers are abandoned to the 
most frightful despai/j. and your sbu, your son, ^at 
an inheritance you have bequeathed him I*^ 

“ It would need another peU them mine to painl 
to^you what passed in my bosom this moment: as 
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soon as I saw my father’s tearsj I was no longei^ able 
to discern what passed s I felt despair almost equal to 
that which possessed me when I thought the little 
Edward dying in your arms. The Prefect, who was 
not an indifferent spectator of this horrible scene, 
persuaded my father to retire, telling him that he did 
not think violent means would succeed with me. 

When we were alone, he spoke to me with so 
much sweetness j his manners, united with the recol¬ 
lection of my father's anguish, made such an impres¬ 
sion on me, that 1 concluded by actually acknow¬ 
ledging that I was at Bancal’s house ^ but that 1 had 
not recognized any person there. My father re¬ 
turned; he had had time to calm himself: he de¬ 
manded of me what I iuid been doing at Bancal's. 
I told him that I thought I had seen a man enter it, 
whose proceedings I narrowly watched; that some 
one had seized me in the corridor, and had conducted 
me I do not know where. I was in great difficulty ^ 
I had not any knowledge of the place, and yet it was 
necessary to make a deposition. My father, turning 
to the Prefect, said, ^ She was doubtless in the closet 
near the kitchen.'-r-.* Good,* said I to myself, " there 
is a closet: this, is useful to know.' ‘ She must be 
carried to the house,' added my father. ‘ This even¬ 
ing,' answer^ the Prefect, < I shall be very happy 
to be there also,* < Do not give yourself this trouble,,' 
said ^tberj ‘ we will go witll M. Julieo, and Bra- 
the registrar, who will carry the keys.* The 
.Pc^ict, however, insisted on accompanying us. > It 
was agireed t^t ^^Julieh should come Isr me at 



51 


nitiife b’clock, to conduct me to the Prefecture, where 
xny father was to be, and that we should all go from 
thence to Bancal’s house. 

M. Julien was exact; he gave me his arin as far 
as the Prefect’s, who was waiting for us in his closet. 
My father arrived shortly. They again |>ut 'soihe 
questions to me, and asked me what 1 " had done in 
the closet. I replied, * that Idbund myself very un¬ 
well in it: that 1 had neither seen or heard anj 
thing: that some one came to take me again without 
saying a woid, and had conducted me . into the 
street.* As 1 said this, Mr.' Braqui^re entered'with 
the keys. ‘ Gb before its,* my father said to him 5 
‘ we follow you: open the gates.* He told me that 
it wis impossible that they should not have spoken 
to me. ‘Come, then,* said the Prefect, ‘acknow* 
ledge what they sstid to you.* ‘No,* 1 replied,' ‘ no¬ 
thing was said to me.’ * Ah well! they Have written 
to you theu.* I reflected a little, and then answered; 
‘ They wrote to me on a Uttle scrap of paper: jjfyow 
speakt you will perish* In ‘ wishing by some avowals 
which I feigned to make, to withdraw myself from 
persecution, I drew down incessantly fresh questions. 
It was after ten o’clock when we reached Bancal^s 
house. M. Julien gave me his arm; the Prefect and 
my father entered first. I trembled. Picture to 
yourself, your daughter in a place where she believed 
they had murdered a man. When 1 saw the large 
table where it is said the unfortunate Fualdes was 
extended, the house, gloomy and deserted, like the 
cave of Trophonius, I was seized such' a 
fright, that I fell against the foot of a bed, by whfcik 



I gave myteli a violent blow on the shoulder. They 
went in search of vinegar $ revived me, and again 
questioned me. I was so eager to get out, that I 
answered yes to every thing they asked me. 

As they wished to assure themselves if from the 
closet every thing could be seen and heard, M. Julien 
shut himself in k. 1 was delighted to be freed from 
making this experiment myself. At length, how¬ 
ever, I entered this celebrated closet with all those 
wlto had accompanied me; 1 told them that I be¬ 
lieved it was the same; that it had sifeh a window, 
and that they had not made me ascend any steps. 
At last we departed from this dreadful haunt, where 
I was in constant trepidation, lest they might confine 
me (you know that 1 half believe in ghosts). The 
Prefect, who perceived my terror, told me, that they 
wouid recondiict me thither, and often, if I did not 
stale every thing. He gave me his arm. We conti¬ 
nued at his house till midnight. I told them, how¬ 
ever, nothing more, if it was not, that the individual 
who had conducted me into the street, had* followed 
me as far as the Square of Cite, by the side of the 
Wells/ 

We went away from the Prefecture: end in travers¬ 
ing the court, 1 said to M. Julien, <1 Will return 

no more: the Prefect makes me say too much 
aifbtit it.* I added, in a* low vpice, *Ei>mxiihat I do 
not knom* > The next day I received another invita- 
lion from the Prefect, who having heard what I bad 
said in going out, desired tn speak with me again. 
^ I was drying myself^Vietoire entered: she made 
^ over to ber and impart to 



her the result of my conference: 1 mg&ged to do it 
pit>vided it was not night. 

** Arrived at the Pi^efect% J completed the deposi¬ 
tion, which yo« have read in the information, and 
signed it. 1 passed eight h<iurs fiUming m speaicing 
of the same thing; and you know, niy dear mother, 
how amnsing that is to fne. At last the^ Prefect in¬ 
formed me, that M. CUmendot had told him, that 1 
was disguised as a man on the evening of the I9tli 
March. I replied that it was Iklse. 'Ehe Prefect 
told me, that this circumstance ©onld not have been 
invented. As I saw no inconvenience In admitting 
it, 1 said, ‘ Very well. Yes, I was dressed as a man.* 
But my dress having never had eaistencevand fearing 
they might demand to see it, I hastened to add, ‘ My 
pantaloons are burnt, 1 have nothing left, but tlm 
spencer, so do not seek for it.* 

“ The Prefect regarded me stedfastly, so as to make 
me change countenance, and said that I had de¬ 
stroyed these pantaloons because there was soma 
blood on tliem. I answered again, * Very well. Yes, 
there was some blood.* 1 perOeived, in tbesii wof^ 
that 1 might be considered as an accompliice; hut T 
was then so worn out with depositions, so fatigued, 
so overloaded with importunities^ that 1 said all that 
first occurred to-me, with the idea of the sooner es^ 
caping the Prefect, and in order at last to go ailid 
take some food*; it #as time for it; at five in the 
evening I was still fasting. 

Victoire came at the approach of night; very im¬ 
patient to know what I had douf-at the Prefeetuto. 
I repeated to her word for word all my deposit^ ; 
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and made, her take notice^ that if she spoke of it she 
would be subpoened. 1 wished to make proofiof 
this woman’s discretkm. What I told her was abso¬ 
lutely no secret* 1 do not so easily make intimates; 
but every thing conspiring to shew her that it was her 
interest to be silent, (for she load told me, that she 
would on no account in the w’orld be summoned as a 
witness in this affair j) yet^I was unable to make her 
silent,, Next day 1 met her again in the morning: I 
asked her if she had been faithful to her promise: 

* Ob, yes,’ she said. ‘ I’ll wager, however, that you 
have tol(f your husband something—that is true; but 
he will say nothing about it.—Well and good, have 
a care,—You would cut a figure before the Court.’ * 

“ Victoire had tears in her eyes on heaifing me speak 
thus, and left me. I had passed a very indifferent 

* Madam Maosoti does here perhaps jasist enoogh upon a 
very remarkable circumstance; it is easy to perceive that she has 
not employed or consulted an advocate to draw up this memoir. 
The weighU^ c^'the charges which offer themselves in support of 
the presumed truth of her deposition to the Prefect of I'Avcyron, is 
the recitd that made to Victoiee, We form an . idea that she 
may have yid^ed to lot^ and numerous interrogatories, to the: 
earnest in^nces of a magistrate who awed her, to impatience at 
witnessing the truth incMntly repelled, to false shame at making 
t recantation, and fiua^y to the threats of paternal authority so 
strangely infetiwted. hut Victoire? What .influence had she? 
What What interest was there in makipg a simBar tale 

1? But die has not told this tale; she has not said 
^T"lwai at BlncaPs house; 1 saw everything; they 
oiiy life, &c.*' She aaid to " / have told the Prefect that 1 
I^Was at BmicaUs ^umse." What, an amazing difi^ence is there in 
repeating that oae has a«rmed a filing, or in fully eonflrming that 
rihing.! , -, ! . 



61 


night; I began to foresee the consequences of my 
dPfessions at the Prefecture; I wrote in t!ie evening 
the billet, (No. 111.) and I obtained a fresh audience 
from the Prefect.* 

But how could I dare to tell him that I had asserted 
a falsehood ? How expose to him my motives ? A 
cool head like that of M. d’Kstourmel's would never 
believe the effects of an exalted imagination: he had 
however borne a part in the scene with my father: 
but he may not think that it might have power to 
produce a false deposition. 

1 must confess to my dear mother, that 1 had in 
principio a powerful motive, which determined me to 
sustain the character of a witness in this qffair. My 
father was strongly suspected of taking an interest 
about the accused, particularly about Jausion; I 
knew it; and when I saw his despair, I made no 
doubt that he was informed of the discourse Which 
was held on his account, and that he might also 
accuse me of refraining from speaking out: I per* 
ceived his situation, 1 was in torture. 

** In the mean while, the idea of taking a false oath 
pursued me, and was uppermost. 1 then wrote the 

* Listen to me, Prefect! in the name of heaven, listen to me! and 
have compassion on the distracted state of my mind. In you alone 
I place implicit confidence. If diere is yet time for it, endeavour 
to prevent my depositions from being drawn; 1 am almost bchtde 
myself: I have as yet taken no food to-day. It appears impossible 
to me to connect two ideas. To-morrow, if you will grant me but 
till to-morrow, I will open my entire mind to you. Oh 1 have pity 
on me; I am only imprudent. But time presses. 

"I have the honor, dec. 

IS. MANSOI^ 



letter, (No. IV.) to the Prefect,’*^ and carried it to 
myself. I forgot to tell you, that in going out of^ 
house the day before, I was accosted by M. Arseau, 

* "lam unworthy of your kindness. Sir; abandon an unfortu¬ 
nate ; load me with all the weight of your anger. Finibh with alienat¬ 
ing my mind: it ib not far removed from it. 1 would go and throw 
myself at the feet of the first President^ to eonfebs every thing to 
him } but no, iL is to you that J will declare it ; but be moderate; 
in the name of heaven, be moderate. Forget the three troublesome 
days that I have just made you pasb: call to mind the difficulty 
you have had in drawing from me what you cal! the /rtuA. Call to 
mind all the eircumstauces whieh have preceded my pretended con¬ 
fessions, all the menaces winch have been made me. Do you at last 
discover that my deposition bears a character of probability ? But 
it must absolutely have one. If you order me, if my father believes 
las honor really committed in this affair, 1 will maintain this de¬ 
position, at eveiy species of danger to my own life j if it is in dan¬ 
ger, which lb possible, believe me, it is not that which terrifies me; 1 
have weighed every thing, considered every thing. It is alarming, 
without doubt to be petjured. Can the motive serve me for an ex¬ 
cuse, and the fear of dishonouring my father, of being separated 
from my sou ? Advise me. Sir ; do not reduce me to despair. I 
will do every thing; yes, every thing for yon whose kindness pe- 
netmtes me with the most lively gratitude, and with the desire of 
Tendering mys^tf worthy of it; and for a father who has never done 
me justice. I repeat it, 1 will perform the will of both. 

" It is certain that my deposition implicates no one; that the 
puUic is persuaded that I was at BancaPs house; that a witness ar¬ 
rived yesterday evening, paid, without doubt, in order to say that 
he bad an appointment with me. This is incredible j for it will be 
fairly proved that it was another; we were not both there. 1 am 
goinig to be accused in full court, before an immense crowd; and 
honor of my father will be much farther committed, and 
is lost for crer: my head is no longer equal to the subject, 1 
r from it^ 1 shall not have power to ^eak; 1 am before you, 
ifur; dispose of my life, Uis in your hands: 1 have not dared to 
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defendant on t|^e part of Madame Jau^ion, pirho si^ 
tO' ‘ ho^r do you allow yourself to be interrogated 
at the Prefecture ? The Prefect is not appointed for 
that purpose; you ought to protest against such an 
injustice/ 1 paid little attention to what M. Arseau 
had said to me: 1 quitted him without making him 
any answer; without even, I believe, having saluted 
him. I was hungry. 

“ I have informed you, my dear inamm^i I 
carried the let^r myself to the Prefect; he read it in 
my presence: he was expecting important disclosures} 
and he assumed so severe an air when 1 wished to say 
that I had not been at Bancal’s, that 1 concluded 
(terrible and incredible weakness!) by afresh acknow* 
ledging that 1 had been there. 

“ I withdrew in a state of despair: it was very, 
late. Your cousin Planard came to my house for aQ 
instant; she commenced a very serious lecture; I 
told her that it was of great length, to judge of it by 
the exordium; but she had chosen her time for 
preaching opportunely! The fever was circulating 
in every vein, and did not permit me to remain quiet. 
I paced ray apartment with lengthened steps, and 
last, losing all self-possession, 1 abruptly quitted Ma^ 
rion, and rushed into the street. It was almost nigjit j 
I went and knocked at the Abbe Brest’s, my con¬ 
fessor : his maid told me that he was abroad, and 
would not return till nine o^clock. On my retum 1 

entrast this to any hoijy. I have yesterday and this morning be* 
come aqquainted with the circumstances laid to"my charge: H 
matters not j J will them tn yoa, Your parden. Sir j a 

you, mANSOH." 
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met Madame Pal^ and her two daughters, who pro¬ 
posed to me to go into their house $ I followed thftn; 
my head was entirely gone; 1 exposed my situation 
to them, they pitied it; I saw them all weep, except 
the father. They told me they regretted having 
known me. 

** I left them to repair to M. Erast’s; I told him 
that 1 came too tardily to seek his advice; I recount¬ 
ed to him my history; he told me, that whatever 
might result from my deposition, 1 ought not to sup¬ 
port it, if it was false: that nothing could authorise 
perjury, and that 1 was under a mistake, in believing 
that my testimony implicated only myself; that my 
deposition was very strong against the woman Bancal, 
siitce 1 had clearly proved that the crime had been 
’Committed at her house. 1 admitted that he was 
right; 1 promised him to be more prudent in future; 
he engaged me to resume confidence, to address my¬ 
self to God, who can do every thing; to remain 
fhithful to him; and above all, to swerve no more 
from the truth, whatever threats might be made me. 

1 left Erast. This excellent man knew how 
to calm my mind: his conversation restored me to 
peace. The next day was Sunday, A woman w'ho 
haiithe appearance of a servant, brought me a note,^ 
without saying from whom. 1 answered, that 1 could 


* No. y.?-*-' Before departiog tbiB morning, I request you wiH do 
of doming over the home where Glfiltier*8 chil- 
"fodge: ^ is thh third boUBd on the right hAod, in going foom 
’Ijhe Cathedral^ S the l^ceom: it is'-nieaT the house of M. Jouery. 
I ^oidd he y|ry gkd to see my. i^epartmre. 

; , salute you, &c.'’ 
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hot accept the invitation which it conveyed to me, 
but that 1 declared ignorance of any of the assjasihns 
df M. Fnaldes* 

“ 1 went abroad to go to the mass 5 and on my re¬ 
turn, 1 found my sweet little Edward, who had just 
arrived. Tfound myself very courageous wth him-; 
1 could have braved an array. My father, advised by 
the Prefect of my vacillations, sent in search of me j 
I took my soh with me. 1 went through a most dis¬ 
tressing scene; and in order to obtain my dismissal, 
1 again engaged to support my deposition before the 
Court at Montpellier; hoping, that before the time 
of the trial, 1 should find means to appease him. My 
father threatened me with ^gain removing by infant; 
1 had him in my arms; and 1 said, * let the stoutest 
attempt to tear him from me. The little creature 
clung to my neck, and after a little time fell asleep, 
When my father gave me leave to go, I very soon 
profited by it: I awoke Edward; and we remained 
together at home, where 1 soon found a p^son enter, 
who was sent on the part of Madame Pons, who de» 
sired to see me. 1 answered, that I could not receive 
her during the day, because it would be too much 
remarked, but that she might come at nine o*c 1 ock, 
during the play. 

“ In the afternoon I shw the Prefect; I told him that 
I was fully determined on supporting tny deposition s 
but I offered from time time certain reasonip^i 
which continued proving to him that my mwlntion 
was not very firm ; for he said to me,, ^ have 
seen somebody; they l^ve circumvdhlfe you?’ i 
acknowledged to him 1 fakd in the morniug ti* 



teived k note,: tbe hand.writing of which 1 was unac^ 
cjnainted with; (and' that is true) although it has 
since been said, that this note was from Madame 
Pons, and it is possible. Otherwise, J very positively 
believed it from M. Arseau: on which account, 
without further examination, 1 handed it over to the 
Prefect. I confessed to him also that Madam Pons 
was coming in the evening, * You do wrong,* said 
he,' to receive her.* I then replied, that if this lady 
(jornmitted herself in coming to see me, I would not.; 
receive her ^ but that, as the danger only* regarded 
myself, I should certainly not shut my doors (ler: 
tliat in short I examined but little if Madam Pons 
Was the sister, or the sister in law of the accused that 
I only saw. in her my benefactress. 

** This avowal was doubtless the greatest of my fol~ 
liesr if I bsui not spoken of this visit to the Prefect, 
he might not have stationed gendarmes under my 
window, and all the world might have remained igno- 
rant of my^|iaviog conversed with Madam Pons; they 
might havf drawn no conjectures from our interview, 
and might,not have invented her having brought me 
^00 frani^s, as the price of my silence. 1 left the 
Prefect as |he sun was setting: I recollect the time, 
because I stopped an instant to reflect, before de* 
scending the steps of the grand entry, which led into 
tke j I Was contented with the idea of embrac¬ 
ing my sc|d on reaching home, and of having him 
^^r med|riog tbc night. I put him to bedi and 
ntue o'clock there was a rap at the door. It 
was Madam Pons: she was ja little disguised to 
come to iky hoiWe. As 1 found ber changed and 
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fallen away, 1 should udt have recognised hct: she 
entered with a female domestic, Who sat herself dciWn 
at a great distahce from us, and fell asleep. Madaiii 
Pons first asked me if I was at Bancars hotise ? 1 tofd 
her no, ‘ But you have admitted ‘ That's true*— 

* But you are foolish;'—* Certainly, 1 am foolish.'-^ 

* But what then is become of your character f I nb 
more recognise you, 1 have seen you .so composed 
under misfortune; and you will sup^rt' a false de« 
position before the court.' * Oh ! hoj' said I, * do not 
imamne that my folly will carry me that length.* 

* Hive a care. Madam; indeed you dishonour your* 
self; nothing in the world ought to induce you to 
take a false oath.* 

** After about a Quarter of an hour's conversation. 
Madam Pons wished to leave me, fearing a surprise; 
for 1 had frightened her, on her coming in, 1 told 
her that she perhaps would be tfie cause that I should 
sleep the ne^t day in prison. This m^ace biade 
her desire to withdraw herself.as qnick as possible; 
but I began laughing, and begged her to wUif till ^ey 
had left the p]ay, and there was nol^dy in the strbOt. 

“We conversed on, the death Of Mj^am Colrat, 
and on many other topics which have e^aped my 
memory. I only recollect asking her if it Was IruC, 
as 1 had been told the day before, that Jausion pn 
learning my summons before the court, had 
manded a poniard: She assured me that it an 
absurd story, and that her brother in Wbljfierirect* 
fy composed. 

Madam Pops left me ^n, !^ 1 

TOse neict day about seven o'clock the pa^er 

F 21 ' . ■ ' 
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Nd. VI. * in which the Prefect h$s not, he says, re-' 
Cognised ray style. They have subsequently asserted 

« No. VI. 

It is in the sanctuary of justice—it is in the presence of its re- 
pectable ministers, of the God who hears, and who will judge me, 
that I will declare the truth. , 

I declare that my first deposition is the only one, which the law* 
can take. All the confessions which I have made, have been 
snatched from me by violence and by the fear of occasioning mur¬ 
ders.—In reality, with what have I not been threatened ? On one 
tide I see my brothers engaged in a duel with M. C14mendot, in 
which some one hiust necessarily perish; I tremble 1 On the^er, 
lam told of an order from the King which exiles me from my ^un-‘ 
try; which for ever deprives me of my child, the sole blessing which 
remains to me. I am refused all means of existence. A father 
with tew tells me that his honour is attached to my deposition^! 
And finally, I am conducted in the middle of the night into a place 
of horror; they dww consequences from the effect which the sight 
produces on me, and they have the barbarity to tell me that I shall 
be put in a place of solitary confinement, if I do not speak. I am as- 
sured that there are witnesses who testify against me ; that the fact 
is proved. The public, whose malignity incessantly seeks for food, 
invents the most atrocious facts. I am alone without defence, without 
advice, without support. What head could resist to many evib accu- 
mUlatcdonit; Ihave lost mine. A fever, want of sleep and of nourish¬ 
ment, and despair, alienated my mind; I said things which I do not 
even r^HecL T lost for an instant all energy; but I shaU regain 
it, and I will make use of it.-What ? befom an august tribunal, be¬ 
fore an idunense assemblypeople, shall I take a false oath! and 
that for the purpose of affirming that I was, at the hour of night, in 
a pla0e.^ pipstitutiotf, at moment in which an horrible 
erne was com^ted in it! Aftd the honour of a family is not com- 
.^l^scd by sutjh a deppsition,, I repeat it at all risks tome and mine: 
|fcrihafly deny, beirtg at Bancai’s house, not only on the l9th of 
"Jdarefa, the daj* of the murder of M. Fauldes, but even anterior to 
this outrage, . I was t||pirant of existence, and the situation of 
this house, I na much as any one that the guilty should be 
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that it was M. Romiguiere, who however did not 
arrive tlli some days after it had been transmitted to 
the minister for public afFairs.~It is so truly my own, 
that 1 had not yet finished it, when a bailiff came to 
warn me to repair to ttie court of judicature forthwith $ 
and without giving myself time to read it, I put it in 
my ridicule, and rose to depart. 

At the moment they came to announce to me 
that my father wanted me: 1 was with him instant* 
ly, and told him not to detain me, that 1 was in a 
hurry, and that M. Constant was waiting for me< 
He seemed to distrust my air,* and asked me what 1 
should declare in court, * The truth, and nothing hut 
the truth.* And I gave him the sort of declaration ’ 
which 1 had just drawn up, in which there is a phrase 
which is not yet finished; but they gave me no time 
to do it. 

I was far from imagining that my letters would 
pass to posterity, and that my name would make a 
noise in the world! ’ * . 

“ I leave you to conjecture the face my father put 
on, on reading this paper: be became furious, forbad 

punished; if 1 knew them, if it was in my power to throw bn 
the steps of justice, no cmisideration should be able to arrest me,~But 
being at six in the evening of Uie I9tb of March at the bouse of M. 
Pal, in the rue Neure, from whence I did not go out till nim oa. 
the morning of the 20th; let M. Clemendot iig^ with my brotfai^ 
let all my family perish, I will nev^r certify a falsehood whidi. dis¬ 
honours it for ever. 1 am decided to submit to alt events. The 
truth will discover itself, I hope. In ea^pectation of it, I declare that 
1 persist in my first depcsition; that wiQ support it during the 
trial, and for the remainder of my life 

^fE.MANSON/-''\ 
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my going to the court, and told me that he was gor¬ 
ing to speak to the jud|e, who arranged the proceed¬ 
ings for the trial. I profited by his absence, to take 
my departure. The sight of my child made me for¬ 
get the terrible moments which they had made me 
pass. 

After dinner, the Prefect requested me again te 
come to his house, this was the 4th of August: 1 re¬ 
paired thither, and was shewn into his office—He was 
alone} I presented him my declaration, which my fa¬ 
ther had returned me. After reading it, the Prefect 
quitted mc> saying that he would return, that 1 must 
,take the trouble of awaiting him, andof making some 
serious reflections. 

1 walked about for a considerable time in the 
apartment in which he had left me, before his return: 
I had even leisure enough to take a lesson in geogra¬ 
phy, and study the map of the department of the 
Aveyron.—1 heard steps in the great hall, and losing 
patience, went out in order to go away, when M. Do- 
gnat * came to me and very politely begged me to wait 
another instant. 1 returned into the closet, where the 
Prefect did not delay repairing, accompanied by the 
king’s soficior, Julien, and my father, who com¬ 
menced saying very severe things tp mei when the 
Prefect begged him to withdiawt * because, sajd be 
td him, yiu are not cool* 

“ Hq wept out—M. Maynier f reproached me ex* 
ce^iiiy; Ithe^e was no kind olf misfoiiune which he 
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did not place beft)reine ; but 1 remained unmoveabl^ 
I constantly bore in remembrance the advice of AIM 
Brast, and always supported the truth. Neverthel^ 
I feared that my father would deprive nie of my little 
one, which caused me to write several times to the 
Prefect to engage him to protect it.* 1 perceived 
also that I had offended a magistrate <by my falsehoods: 
I wished to excuse myself, 1 knew not ydbat part to 
take with him.T^ 


» No. m 

” Once again. Prefect, you deign to hear me with )dndne«; do 
not load me with that, contempt which paralises me in your pre^ 
•ence. Who is more sensible than myself of the value of jimr fa¬ 
vour—to whom have you furnished greater proofs of it ? Can yoh 
credit, that at the expense of all the interest which you have testi¬ 
fied for me, i should have amused mysetf in romancing witirymt; 
and that my s(^e motive has been to make sport of you, in making 
you lose your valuable time? You cannot think it; No, Prefect, 
you cannot thipk it. B,ut how happens it that I shonid not have the 
power of soliciting your advice, as many times .as Z tell you that I 
am a witness ip the affair of Fauldes ? Is it ever too late to 
apeak the truth? Can you believe it;? Oh! For pity^s sake, in 
the na^e of that sensibility which jcharacteriara yon, dp not .aban¬ 
don me, be still my protector; niy bt depends on you; and if. 1 
have offended you, accuse my imprudence alpnc, save my family, 
Prefect; it is for that that l implore you; filve pity on my unfortu¬ 
nate father, on my son! ' • ^ 

Could you advise me to stand th. a false depa^kion f In vain 
should I promise it to you. I am op the brink of a\.pmcipice.f 
you not aid me lo escape from itZ; Have you. not told me , t^ you 
bad absolute autbmity> aud that if 1 had committed a cruno, you 
.could obtain my pardon ? Prd^re to me, Pref^ret, t^t,.the btereat 
which you have been so wiQing to testify about mo, Wa| a littb um> 
connected with the important^ir; |l^ has some claim 

onyourkindneM. common ci^wit^ it $ my mtomiti 



*^One day, my father sent in search of me$ I 
Ment to him, and found there Gustavus. 1 underwent 
^ most distressing scene from both; there are no sort 
of invectives which I had not to submit to: hnidly, 
Amans entered in order to complete the trio, and 
certainly he bore a good part; there was a perfect 
union and agreement amongst them $ they did not 
pnce change their tone. This lasted four hours. My 
son, who had followed me, and whom the conversa¬ 
tion did not amuse any more than myself, grew imi 
patient, and pulled me by the gown to make me come 
away. I said, and I repeated it to my father, that 
the most certain death sliould not make me assert a 
ialsdiood before.the court j that in vain should 1 pro¬ 
mise them to do so ^ that they need not reckon upon 
it* * For the rest of you,* added 1 , weeping, ‘ you 
on^ht to leave me at peace j you putm tb martyrdom. 


are its own. Ah! If I alon^ had to complain, 1 shotild know how 
to choose my part. 

** Pardon me, Prefect, if I repeat that my design has never been 
to otifend any body, and especially him who has acquired many 
eiaims on my gratitnde—Will you accent the assurance of this sen¬ 
timent, ahd tiiat of my respect. 

» I have the honour to be, ka 

«E.MANSON.*» 

No. VIII. 

** Yes, Sir, I am decided; one itiatant more, and 1 had aafd every 
ihy safety.—But to mm^w I will tell it you. Vou 
answer n^ iq every thing, especially in the secret. Yon shall see 
whether my l^depositidn is true or false. I have never been at 
1^*5 houfe, and yet 1 am suspected .of having been there. 0 
I-hate pity on me. ' , 

^ .!«EMANS0N.* ^ 



73 


I will tell you if you wish it, that I alone murdtifed 
M. Fualdes: but in court I will speak the truth, 
nothing but tl>e truth/ 

“ Amans, when he gave his deposition m court, en¬ 
tirely changed the sense of these words. He pretends 
that I told him: I will say if you xoish if, that it mas ^ 
Jam ion who conducted me close to the Wells of the syuare 
of CUL I have not mentioned his name, only on 
that day j but your nephew, fearing, perhaps, to 
commit me, has entirely changed this phrase, and 
important consequences have resulted from iL The 
counsel on the civil side knew how to turn this depo¬ 
sition of Amans Rodat to good account; it has not a 
little contributed to produce Jausion’s condemnation. I 
effected my escape from my father’s, to the gresit satis¬ 
faction of my Edward, who said to ‘Th^ 'people 
will'always torment you$ tell them that you Were 
Bancal’s; this will content them, and they will leave 
you alone* : 

** Some days afterwards 1 saw Pal’s daughters, who 
cast many reproaches upon me; they assured me 
that they had disputed with every body, to prove 

that it was impossible that 1 could have gone out in 

, ■) 

the evening without being perceived, and^that by my 
acknowledgements 1 made them appear silly, or 
what is much worse, CinpoMa at taking sye by the hand* 

1 urged them not to commit themselves; and loid 
that our own interest touching Us nmre narmwly th^ 
that of others, we ought not to lose si|i^ uf it. 
Pa/sou^rtime to my house: he passed tblree bnurs 

« The youngat Pa). Hb UtSQily me diminutive name with 
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there, and for the purpose of making me acknow* 
ledge that 1 had aeen M. Fualdes assassinated. He 
told me that there were terrible depositions against 
me; that Madam Colrats* steward pretended to have 
given me a meeting at Bancal’s house. 1 know per¬ 
fectly well that M. LibrejoJ loves to joke; but in 
such a matter as that, 1 could not believe him capable 
of it. 

<< Palson told me that three witnesses had seen me 
pass through the square of Cit4, at eight in the 
evening of the i9th of Mardi. * In short,’ added he, 
* I know something which would compel you to speak 
if you knew it.*—‘ Tell it me then.* ‘ It was entrusted 
to me under a promise of secrecy; perhaps if you told 
me yours, 1 should decide on entrusting you with 
mine.* 1 saw that it was an artifice on his part. I 
assured him, that as for myself 1 knew nothing, and 
that he could not have been told that 1 was gone to 
Bancal’s house. When he had led me, I reflected on 
all that had befallen me, on all that had been said of 
me, on that so perfect conviction of the public, who 
made no more doubt then, than at this day, that I was 
present at the murder of M. Fualdes. 1 concluded 
that a woman was actually there, and that she had 
been taken for me. 

This idea was continually increasing, and it is at 
this moment changed into certainty, or one mustother- 
wise credit the existence of numerous false witnesses. 

** Dating from the day on which I received my 
leodod summons, 1 went no mqre abroad thbn to go 
to the I^efecture or to tlfe eight q’oleck mass on 
Sundays. I was become an object of horror and of 
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contempt: I was, said they, an infamous prostitute; 
and still more, 1 supported assassins. 

My situation was horrible, and without my son^ 
who alone found the means of soothing me by his 
caresses and his little infantile reasonings, chagrin 
would soon have devoured me. * 

“ I wrote to the Prefect the letter No. IX * j he 


* Sir,—By what fatal imprudence have 1 voluntarily thrown my^ 
self into a labyrinth, from which, without an express miracle of 
Providence, it is impossible to extricate myself? The heaviest of my 
misfortunes is doubtless that of having incurred disgrace in your 
opinion; nay, still more, contempt. What an error! Why have 
I betrayed truth ? What consideration has had power to persuade 
me for an instant to wander from the track which had been traced 
for me, and for magistrates who did not even believe that I sacri¬ 
ficed myself for them, and who overwhelmed me with their in* 
jurious suspicions ? My mind is shipwrecked; black despair ha» 
taken possession of me; 1 no longer know myself. 

It seems to me you have been heard say thal^tt made di»- 
coveries which grieved you for the sake of humanity, of which you 
would willingly have entertained a better opinion. Ah! Sir, what 
have I learnt in eight days ? What experience is that which mis¬ 
fortune produces ? I have passed my life far from a world wluch 
I did not seek to know; and without my foolish curiosity for 
plays, I should still live almost in ignorance of it. But what then 
does this world wish from me, that it is so exasperated against me? 
In what have I ofiPended it ? How have 1 merited its hate ? 

Surely 1 never excited envy: I am without fortune: nature 
has neither grantoi me beauty or talents; and if some persons preW! 
possessed in my favour have said that I have wit, 1 have proved 
clearly enough that I have not even common sense. 1 have enemies 
J know not why; but this truth is too evident to call it in «|uesUon: 
they have framed a web, of which 1 have conducted all the threads; 
it is 1, I who forge darts directed against myiett 
** I perceive myself obliged to struggle against my duconsdatg 
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was absent. It was shortly after this period that some 
persons unknown were in the habit of transmitting 

family, against a city, a department, against all France, which 
calls out for vengeance and which will obtain it. Heaven is just! 
this crime is unparalleled. 

Alas! what! and should I then be the only one who would 
support the assassins ? Gould I embrace their defence ? ], who was 
so shocked with their atrocity, that I unceasingly repeated that the 
penalty inflicted by the law was disproportioned to the crime, and 
that the law of retaliation should have been preserved ?—Ah! if in 
this affair I am not entirely justified, 1 demand death; is it not 
preferable to an existence covered with infamy i 

" Pardon me. Prefect, if I abuse your patience; the purpose 
which I at first proposed to myself has been that of appearing less 
culpable in your eyes, by the avowal of error; if I have not for¬ 
feited my right to tieing believed, after having failed in candour with 
you, who have done every thing to merit it from me. My other end 
will doubtless be more easy to fulfil ; it relates to a favour which 1 
yet am hardy enough to solicit, and which I hope to obtain. It is 
not life, it is not liberty; I repeat it to you. Prefect, these blessings 
have little valhc for me; but my son Edward, am I condemned to 
live separate from him ? I no more make account of my country; 
it does not do me justice. I will become a cosmopolite, and my 
country shall he the place where 1 can find peace and impartiality. 

** I throw myself at your feet, 1 implore your support ; perhaps 
you may one day be a father; you will never have but a very im¬ 
perfect idea of my torments. I have offended you; but have 1 not 
already acknowledged it ? and revenge is a sentiment which can¬ 
not find {dace amidst so much kindness, greatness of mind, and 
Sensibility.—Prove to me that these virtues still exist in the nine¬ 
teenth etnkury. I have not doubted it in relation to you, and 
assuredly 1 shall never doubt it.—It is to you alone that 1 will ad¬ 
dress myself, to you whose anger 1 have provoked; you will have 
on me, you will preveAt their taking away my child. 

If I hAd conrnltted a voltuUaty crime X could still obtain pardon: 
and diall then an iinprudenee> nothing mom than an imprudence, 
a tnomenthry assertion, an erroneous reasoning, be so severely 
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me certain notes, which contained only reqaesls la^ 
repair to houses which were pointed out in themi an4 
which I was unacquainted with« I returned these 
requests, saying that 1 could not go Many, 

persons had apprised me that Annans ibad made an 
deposition, and that I had confided to him heiqg at 
Bancars house the }9th of Mamh i that 1 had aha 
told Edward and Rose Pierrot So. At aU this 
rubbed my eyes, in order to assure tnyself if I wa^ 


punished ? Prefect, the gratitude which binds me jbaS ^cauaed. 
my last misfortune: it cause? the fury of Uk public ; it renders my 
justification so difficult, that I can only expect it from heaven/ f 
think I told you. Sir, that I had been brought up in tie counify f 
you must have easily perceived that ihyeduosd;ion has been Very 
greatly neglected j a perfect stranger to what Is ca&ed etiqucUig ^ 
hpw must I have shocked you by my Conduct, by the choice ,icd' my| 
expressions. I never was in the presence of authority; never bat 
man commanded my respect, excepting my fa^ier, who does not 
reproach me, I hope, with having failed i^it towaids hioa. Ptirdcn 
pardon. Prefect, in favour of the intention. Do not repeat to me 
that my sole aim has been to make ^ori of ydti. what ihon'str&sify 

do you suppose me capable } Was there ever seen such a compound 


of artifice and duplicity ? ^ 

•* I conclude this long letter: X send it in the hop^ that you wiU 
burn it, that at least it will only be read by you. Ubere aire sohe* 
things—Ah! if I was «ot a mother 1 Ni^veri—nfever!.*^ 
Prefect, you are far from knowing iny character. * Allow me W 
supplicate you not to shew my letter; it is insignihcini te^h/c 
knot of extravagances, drive it what name you please*^tl^imt ^aii 
a head almost distracted p^duce? B4ieve, neve^dl^ f 
shall always preserve reason enough not to lose tl^ iecbuect|<^. ojf 
so many bo^nties. Wjh you accept this assurance, ik wdl aa ihat^ 
of the sentiments of rci^iect, Ac. ; . ' 

' ., ’ ’ ’ ■ E.’'htosON.” "■ 
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r^lly awake | and 1 asked if all Rodez had lost their 
senses, or if it was myself. 

** The Uth of August the coart of Montpellier 
arrived. The Day of our Lady, there was, agreeable 
to custom, a grand procession.—1 placed myself 
at the window to see it pass. 1 had mounted up to 
the second story, in order not to be perceived; not¬ 
withstanding I could not escape the looks of the Pre¬ 
fect: be raised his head and I met his eye, in which 
1 thought 1 read reproaches. The next day my father 
sent M. Lautard * ** to tell me that this latter was to 
conduct me to the Solicitor-general, and to desire me 
to be in readiness at eight o’clock. I answered that 
1 would be there. An instant after 1 received an in¬ 
vitation from the Prefect for the same hour ^ it was 
then that 1 wrote the letter No. X.f in which I men- 

* Acknowledged at hit ton. 

t Why hu this letter. No. X., been buppressed in the proceed¬ 
ings hat not appeared in a sin^ information. 

Na X. 

** l^r,—I am grieved to be unable to accept your invitation; I 
could have viiM it txetxdmgly. I have been several times to-day 
tempted to write to you, to demand five minutes'' audience. I was 
restrained by the recoltection of the air of* irritation you showed 
yesterday. 1 am obliged to be this evening at eight o’clock, by my 
fatbm^a order, at the house of a gentleman, whose name bis escaped 
me, 1 believe that he lodger at M. Maimer’s. 

To-moiiow, Prefect, at one o’clock, if that hour suits you, I 
dball have the honour of seeing you, doubtless for the last time.— 
To-morrow is the precursor the terriUe day. My letter, you 
say, has touched you—Great God! there stiU exist then feeling 
minds—I idt not then abandoned all nature!—Ah! though there 
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tioned to him my visit to the Solicitor-geneml^ a&d 
was ignorant that it was to be a secret. 

** M. Juin de Siran is a chevalier of St. Louis; he 
received me with all the politeness possible, telling me 
that M. de Lairolle had spoken much to him of me; he 
added that my charming voi(;c was famed at Montpel** 
Her, and finished by speaking to me of this terrible 
affair, which gave me no great desire to sing. He 
put many questions to me, and used a vast many 
arguments with me to prove that 1 was at fiancaPs, 
and that I ought to acknowledge it. 1 assured him 
that nothing on earth should make me declare a 
falsehood. He took his leave of me, begging me not 
to speak of our interview; but he was too tardy in 
this step, I had written it to the Prefect, without 
reckoning on my being followed.ih the street by Con* 
Stans, the ex-commissary of police. 

** Next day my father desired me to come over to 
his house; 1 went there with my little idol. 1 found 
Victoire all in tears. My father asked me if I was 
still decided on denying every thing; 1 answeredf him 
1 was. He spoke to me of my confidential commit* 
nication to Victoire. 1 assured him that it was solely 

•hould be but a single being in the world, who might interest hhnielf 
M my fate, 1 could still love life. How have I been deceived 
the world—yes, all the yvorld deceives me, and wishes t^ndour 
from me. Pardon me, Prefrct-^^pardclin me->I am wandering; 
my heart is ulcerated. 1 have passed a horrible moming-^I will 
tell you*—yes, I frill tell you—^you will pity me, I am sure of it. 
The more I reflect on my affairs, the less I undentand tbem’<*I 
have not studied Macfaiavel. 

«iteceive, itc. 

** E MAN30N." 



30 


at tbe earnest entreaty of this woman, several times 
repeated, that I had told her what 1 had deposed at 
the prefecture, which was not the smallest secret — 
* But,’ said my father, * will you not stand to this 
deposition V 1 answered in a tone so firm, that I 
would not, and that they should sooner snatch away 
my own and my child’s life, that he became furious, 
and drew near to strike me. Victoire came to my 
succour, but it was little Edward who must see and 
hear it s he set up loud cries and wished to fight with 
his grandfather, if 1 had not hindered him from it.*— 
He told me afterwards that he would not return again 
to see papa, who treated mamma Clarissa so ill. 

My father was in such a passion that, to ap¬ 
pease him, 1 again submitted, and promised him 
every thing he wished. He told roe he was going to 
the Solicitor'general’s, to impart to him my intentions, 
and that I must be careful what 1 was about. I told 
him to make himself easy, and very soon went away, 
leaving Victoire more dead than alive. 

** In the evening I was desirous to see the President; 
and, without imparting my design to any person, I re¬ 
paired to the house of M. de Cabridre, where he lodged. 
It was five o'clock. A servant maid told me that the 
President was gone abroad to dinner, and that be¬ 
sides he wou^d see nobody, I protested that I was 
no relation to the accused.—' Ah!’ said this girl, 
‘ perhaps you are Madame Manson V * Right.’ * In 
||iat case the President will receive ym ; I am sure 
of it.* * How do you know 1 told not a soul that 
1 was coming here^ and myself knew nothing of it 
**11 hour Ago.* * It is all the same,* answered the 
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maid, ‘ you will do the President a pleasure; I have 
heard him say something respecting it/ I requested 
her to come and fetch me at eight o^clock; she ac¬ 
cordingly came, and introduced me into a handsome 
apartment, where I found a woman in M. Grenier^s 
service, She talked with me of the cold which pre¬ 
vailed at Rodez.* 

“ After a short interval the President was an¬ 
nounced.—! rose, and Was much disconcerted at see¬ 
ing the Prefect also; he had a very animated air, and, 
appeared to believe thkt I, was. about making a confi¬ 
dant of the President. He told me that in every 
view this magistrate was well worthy ofjiny confi¬ 
dence, and that he was going to leave us to ourselves, 
I answered: him with much vivacity, that I had no 
secret to impart to the President:which might ndi be 
heard by M. d*£stourmeI. 1 conjured him to remain $ 
but he quitted us, assuring me that all that he had 
said to me was for my own interest, and that lie could 
not conceive how I should extricate myself from the 
gulf into which I had precipitated myself by my- de¬ 
nial. 

“ I remained alone with M. Grenier.—He at first 
treated me very severely; and, feigning to believe 
that I refused appearing in court, he threatened me 
with being conducted thither by the gendatwpie.— 
1 told the I’residejit that;,^ although I M' b^blng to 
declare before the cCUrt, l ^sfiobld ^pi^esCilit my^ 
there, and that I knew ojbedience to the law. He 
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* It was then the m^htb of Ahgust 
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spoke to me of my father, whom I bad reduced to 
despair. 1 was not astonished at his severity when I 
was aware that he had seen my father; I nevertheless 
placed my situation before him as well as I possibly 
could. As I spoke 1 perceived that the President was 
softened, and regarded me with a less angry air. 

They came to announce M. de Piujntade and M. 
de Lunaret.—I rose to depart, when M. Grenier asked 
me if I should have any objection to seeing these 
gentlemen 5 I replied none at all, and resumed my 
seat. The President imparted to the two judges all 
that 1 had told him; he mentioned to them the per- 
secutions %hich 1 had undergone: * in short,* said he, 
* Madame is in such a state of exasperation, that she 
wants to force M. Clemendot, the pistol at his head, 
to speak the truth $ and, if he resists, wishes to blow 
his brains out.* I had said this to the President $ 
I acknowledged the fact in presence of the two 
other gentlemen. I spoke to them with so much 
force and energy, that tiieir confidence was staggered. 
1 had Such an appearance of truth, when I protested 
to them that I never was at Bancars house, that they 
concluded by believing me. I told them that I was 
delirious when 1 made my deposition at the prefec- 
but that the sight of the scaffold should not 
maxe me deceive justice. 

Thn Resident told me to calm myself; that, 
aft^ all th|it 1 had just^et before them, I ought not 
to be eveh beard; but that that would not depend 
upon him;] that he did not know what the Minister for 
Public Affairs and. the Civil Party would do. He 



seemed to feel for me; and, after having passed two 
hours with him, I withdrew. It is thus that my first 
interview with the. President passed. 

“ Next day (the liith) I was in court; but I re¬ 
mained in the witnesses' room. On that day they 
were employed in empannelling a jury, and in read¬ 
ing the indictment; this day was a very uneasy 
one for me; I was assailed by a crowd of people who 
said to me, ‘ Reveal the truth then—what are you 
afraid of?—Canyon take part with these villains— 
they are the horror of all France —yoa alone would 
save them. * a 

“ 1 was beside myself on iKring these words. The 
common people regarded me with contempt, the bet- . 
ter class turned away their heads, in order to avoid 
seeing me, or rather looked at me with an air of pity. 
Such is the condition in which your unfortunate 
daughter found herself in the witnesses' room, the first 
time that she appeared there. Madame Castel came 
and spoke to me, saying ;—‘ Take pare* cousin, how 
you assert your not being at Bancal's,. the’ IQtli of 
March: you are going to prove yourself a liar; there 
is a witness present, who deposes that on the SOtb of 
the same month, Madeline Bancal brought a bonnet 
to her to make up, which a lady had given her, and 
she finds that the stuff is of the same pattern with one 
of your gowns,-^* That is possible,’ said. J, * when 
1 buy a gown, 1 do not take the*entire<{fiece; others 
may have the same taste as myself,' > ; 

“ Madame Castel, for more that) two hours, made 
use of the most wearisome arguments to me, to prove 
that I ought to acknowledge having been in a house 
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of prostitution, pretending that 1 should not be a less 
honest woman on that account. ‘ All the world,' 


said she, ‘ wiL commend you.’ 1 either heard her, or 
I did not hear her. - 

“ At last, they permitted us, o’clock, to re¬ 

tire. It was time: we had goh|^M0^^,tetf|>Jclock. 
1 suffered the crowd to Madame Castel 

proposed to accompany mig Mfe ch I accepted ^ but 
she retained me a moment w^see the aoiMli pass 
by. I did not know Bastide, I could i»^'well ex¬ 
amine his features; he walked very fast. It was not 
the same with Jausio|| he crept along and sought 
my eye 5 he fixed my*gard with so significant an 
air, that I made no doubt that this look demanded 


something ; but I had not the talent of diyining it. 

“ Next day the witnesses were, called. I had never 
in my life entered the hall of justice j at the moment 
when I appeared I was so troubled, that I saw no¬ 
thing but two gentlemen who commenced smiling as 
soon as they first perceived me; by their easy 
and contented air, I took them for jurymen; but 
what could I imagine, my dear mother, when passing 
near them to follow the steps of the other witnesses 
who took a direction to the bottom of the hall, I 
saw they saluted me, and I recognized Bastide 
and Jansion. 


“ Of all the emotions I have experienced, this 
was, perhpi^tbe most violent ; 1 precipitated my¬ 
self into ^^rowd, I perceived that the politeness 
of the soused' could not fail being remarked; all 
eyes were-fixed upon me. I saw that they destroyed 
liemselves, and destroyed me also. I held my sum- 



mons in my hands. 1 have since been told that I 
gnawed it, and I believe it. I was actually enraged; 
1 was choked; the blood dew into my head; if 1 bad 
not gone out, it would have suffocated me. 

“ Madame Castel and others did not fail to tell me 
that the accused had taken off their hats to me, and 
that every body knew it.—Eh ! My heavens, I knew 
it also! We returned into the witnesses* room, waiting 
our turn to be examined; but though my number 
was a very distant one, 1 expected to be called every 
instant; it kept every body there; I was, they said, 
an interesting witness ! and I knew nothing. M* 
Clemendot passed near me: j^e had an air so insolent, 
that I again formed the very serious project of blow¬ 
ing his brains out before the court, the jury, and the 
public. The sight of him had produced such an' ef¬ 
fect on me, that the blood gushed out of both my 
nostrils. 1 forgot to tell you, that 1 had in the in¬ 
terim, learnt that Edward was desirous to fight him; 
but very luckily, the generals had been informed of it, 
and that they had taken measures to prevent the duel 
which I feared. I wrote a long letter to the Provost, 
to impart my fears to him; he had the goodness to 
repair to my house, where we chatted on this subject 
for a considerable time: he removed my fears, at 
least pending the trial; my brother having given Ids 
word of honor, not to appear at Rodez as long as the 
proceedings lasted. 

<< But 1 had calculated, that as Edward had.not 
fought foi^ a considerable time, he must grow impa¬ 
tient, and that the pretext being thbre than sufficient, 
he would take advantage of H. 1 had considered, that 
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if he came off conqueror^ it would be a criminal af¬ 
fair, which would oblige him to abscond 5 if he was 
conquered, my lot would be still more frightful. After 
this, I said to myself, * M. Cleii[i,endot is not worth 
the trouble of my brother's dirtying his hands with 
him; he must perish by the hand of a woman; 1 shall 
perish also, but I shall inflict punishment perhaps on 
a perjured witness. For myself, ray action shall have 
enough true w'itnesses, and they shall have no em¬ 
barrassment in judging me. 

“ Such are the ideas which that day assailed me; 
I paid no more attention to all that was said to me, 
but 1 ruminated with ardor on the means of procur¬ 
ing myself a loaded pistol. To go to a gun-smith’s 
would have created suspicions: and then, ammuni¬ 
tion was necessary, and I knew not the manner of 
employing it; the quantity even, I did not recollect. 
I had no sleep for a single minute of the night; 1 
was in a sort of delirium. 

“ 1 rose very early; I had seen Madame Pons’s 
mantua-maker pass by, and wished to send in search 
of her; vvhen she entered, to ask me for a gown which 
I had desired her to have dyed; I told her, to go to 
Madame Pons, and ask of her for me a loaded pistol, 
having no doubt that her husband, her brothers, or 
her nephew, had one. 1 assured her, that I would not 
let It off; that not a person alive should know that 
Madame Pons had furnished me with this weapon : 
but , I exacted from her friendship, that she would 
setid it me as soon as possible. This lady had more 
good sense limn myself, she absolutely refused what I 
asked of her» but 1 did not thence abandon the hope 
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of putting my project in execution. It was then 
that, losing all reason, I wrote to the Prefect the let¬ 
ter, No. XI,^ in which I told him, that he wduld 

* No. XI..—" I have not for one instant been able to doubt of 
your kindness fowards me; you gave me proofs of it yesterday 
evening at the first president’s house, which I shall not forget during 
life. I saw in your eyes ail the excess of your sensibility, and of 
your interest respecting me and ray father, and you have been en¬ 
abled to believe that I was going to make confessions ? What other 
than M. d’Estourmel has a right to my confidence ? You are desi¬ 
rous of my secret; I agree to it •, soon shall it be public. Soon, 
perhaps, shall you repair to the fountain liead to solicit my pardon. 
I promise you every explanation relative to certain phrases which 
you have deemed obscure in my letters. You shall know the cause 
of my agitation, stronger yesterday than ever. You shall know my 
character, which nobody knows, and which 1 have taken little pains 
to make known; for if all the world judges me, 1 judge myself 
also. 

«I passed the evening with the President, M. Plantade, and ano¬ 
ther judge. I said nothing to them: one word escaped me in a mo¬ 
ment of exasperation, wliich appeared'-to strike the President; I 
checked myself. I have been told that I should not appear in court 
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to-day; but as I am summoned, 1 must be at the challenge of wit¬ 
nesses, at nine o’clock. I shall have the honour of seeing .you, when 
you shall judge of my words: do not despise me, Prefect; believe 
that 1 am not worthy of being despised; and your contempt is tor-- 
ture to me. I ask you for secrecy until .the very moment in which 
1 shall be permitted to apeak to you: you promise not to show my 
letter. But you will not believe me: nevertheless, I. swear that I 
will tell you the truth. Whkt a horrible night! How slowly the 
hours seem to creep along to the wretch who counts them: and my 
child, he sleeps peaceably beside me! I am condemned th Ipse 
him; 1 see it, I cannot avoid it. 

" Eeceive, itc. 


«E. MANSON.*' 
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be very shortly, at the fountain head to solicit my par-- 
don.* 

Finally, I returned to the tribunal. I was sor¬ 
rowfully seated in a corner, when Amans, who on the 
previous days, had affected to pass and repass near 
roe without saying any thing to me, made me a sign 
that he wished to speak to me: I followed him to a 
grand terrace, where we could walk; he embraced 
me, and told me that he pitied me.—‘Welland good,* 
said I, ‘ 1 excite then still some emotion in you: I 
thought that you had forgot me, and that my face even 
did not recall me to your recollection.' I reproach¬ 
ed him respecting iiis important deposition, and asked 
him, from whence he had drawn his materials for 
making it. He assured me, that he had never assert¬ 
ed that 1 hud told him that 1 w'as at Bancal’s. 1 be¬ 
lieve it well, replied I, otherwise, the Cleobolus of the 
department would deserve to be lodged in bedlam. 

“ Amans told me that his testimony signified no¬ 
thing; that he had even given it with regret, and 
that M. Lavergne was the cause of it. 1 told him to 
impart to me the tenor of his deposition. He told me 
that respecting one circumstance, I had asked of him, 
‘ If you were at the murder, what would you have 
done ?*—Well, and does this prove that I was actually 
there?* We had often started this question with my 
mother, and other persons: some said, 1 should have 

* These words of Madame Manson were not explained until now. 
She'meditated revenge, which would lead to,a capital punishment: 
here Hi the secret of this species of prior solicitation, which has not a 
.little contrihiited to making it supposed, that she had some partici¬ 
pation in a cri]|ae already committed. 
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defended the unfortunate Fualdes: othef!*$ said, I 
should have cried out for help ; others, I should have 
died of fright. Must one thence imply, that all those 
who have spoken thus, may have been at Bancal’s. 
He spoke to me in tlie sequel of Bousquier's deposi¬ 
tion ; hut 1 have carried my reflections on this sub¬ 
ject too high. 

“ Your nephew appeared to me convinced that 1 
was at Bancal’s house, and that 1 owed my life to 
Jausion. He used a vast number of arguments with 
me on the subject, which you have seen reported in 
the information, as well as his decision upon the 
oath s but all this was very useless to me, who was 
not in any of the cases in which he supposed me. 

“ After I quitted Amans, the five young men, to 
whom M. Clemendot had spoken at the coffee-house, 
approached me; they were Captain Palmier, M. 
Dejean, M. Julien, called Berjou^ Messrs. Ginesti 
and Palsou. They assured me, that in their deposi¬ 
tion there was nothing offensive to me. That they 
had effectually hindered M. Clemendot from holding 
any discourse to my prejudice; that a thousand rea¬ 
sons might have carried me toBancars; that therq 
were washerwomen there; that nobody suspected I 
had an assignation; that 1 had only to speak: that 1 
should rid the earth of these incpnsters; that they 
would carry me in triumph through the town. 

“ It was Ginesti, who said this to me, and who' 
further called to mind those national feasts, in which 
a woman represented Truth. 1 replied to alt this con¬ 
versation, that my intention was to speak according 
to my conscience; but that in order to make mysdf 
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better understood, they must lend me a loaded pistol, 
because I was afraid. One of them promised me one $ 
but I did not require it of him. The next day my 
anger had subsided; religion and reason returned; 
but this last did not long dwell with me. 

** The morning of the next day, I again went to 
the President; I spoke to him of the imprudence 
which the accused had been guilty of, in saluting me 
in the court. 1 told him that it had made me mad; 
that every body was persuaded that 1 protected Jaii- 
sion, and that he had saved my life: ‘ but you knew 
nothing of it?’ ‘ Nothing, Sir; I swear to you that I 
knew nothing of it.’ ^ Compose yourself then, child, 
you are desperate, indeed.* I wept and wrung my 
hands. He told me that 1 might reproach Jausion 
with his effrontery in saluting me, and even through 
him address such questions to him, as 1 judged pro> 
per; he persuaded me to take courage. 

“ M. Grfenier, my dear mother, is an excellent 
man: in the affair of M. Fualdes, he has evinced ad- 
mirable impartiality; every one has not done him 
justice. In quitting him, I went to the Prefecture 
to withdraw the letter, which I had had the extrava¬ 
gance to send there, the Prefect was unwilling to re¬ 
turn it to me, he demanded an explanation of it from 
me« 1 made him importune me a little, and then 1 
told him, in troth 1 wished to kill M. Clemendot, in 
order that Edward might not kill him. 

“ ^f you know M. d* Estourmel you can judge of 
th|} ihr with which he listened to- me: he ridiculed 
ine and kept my letter, which has been printed and 
read by all France, and which nobody can explain. 
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** Tiie Prefect made me enter into his closet, where 
I found Victoire; who appeared to me to have been 
put to the question j but, in spite of the chagrin 
which possessed me, 1 had all the didiculiy in the 
world, to refrain from laughing, on hearing the con¬ 
versation of the Prelect with this woman. She wish¬ 
ed to speak the French tongue, but fright, and the 
fear with which her interlocutor doubtless inspired 
her, made her say such droll things, that the hare re¬ 
collection of them makes me laugh still in the prison 
of the Capucins, where I have been for more than 
two months, and where 1 laugh but little. 

“ Victoire had seen Gustavus the day that he 
played the important scene with me, at my father’s : 
she told him that it was incredible that 1 could deny 
being at Bancal’s house, sipce after having de^iosed 
it at the Prefecture, I had told her so. Gustavus re¬ 
peated this to my father, which was worth this pretty 
confrontation and its consequences to me. My father 
also told the Prefect that he felt more anxious about 
nothing, than sending in search of Madame Redoules; 
and here we liavc doubtless the history of a famous 
witness in a criminal suit. H 

“ Nobody shall say, fountain, I will not drink of 
thy water. Who would have told me six months ago, 
that I should quench my thirst so often at that of the 
Capucins. I persuaded Vjctoire to go away, and 
when I was alone with the Prefect, I anew entreated 
him to return me my letter; he was not willing ever 
to consent to it. I then took leave qf him, and on 
retiring, told him, when 1 am in court Jausion’s face 
will lengthen, he would rather that I should be the 



woman shut up at Bancal’s, but I, perhaps, shall 
cause her discovery. I again passed the entire day 
in the witnesses’ room. I had seen M. Blanc des 
Bourines with Charles Colrat, who is also summon¬ 
ed, as having made an appointment with me at Ban- 
cal’s; but this poor young man was not at Rodez on 
the 19 th of March. 

“ M. Blanc was walking with Charles. I believed 
that he had found the means of entering into our 
room,^and that he was in the number of the curious: 
he came and set down one afternoon near me, and 
said to me, ‘Good God, Madam, how I pity you, how 
will you extricate yourself from this affair! ’ ‘ I know 
nothing at all about it,’ said 1, ‘ but 1 will assert no 
falsehood before the court. 

“ 1 forgot to tell you, my dear mother, that Amans, 
during our conversation on the previous day, had told 
me, that for a considerable time the rumour was cir¬ 
culated at la Montagne,* that there was a woman at 
Bancal’s^ that the names of Manson and Enjalran 
would be compromised in the affair of M. Fualdes, 
5 You bear both names,* said my cousin to me, ‘ and 

is Ariadne’s web. But this web, far from aiding 
in extricating us from the labyrinth, has only made 
those who have followed it, wander still more, and 
Madame Manson, born an Enjalran, is not the 
daughter of Minos.’ 

I ^a^ed M. Blanc, who often goes to la Mon- 

ty f * ^ V 

rfagne, if he had heard what my cousin had repeated to 
p3e, spoken of: he told me, that, two months since, he 
Jtnew all the story of what M. Ci^mendot had done to 

* A porboa of the ancient province of Bouergue, thus named* 
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me. He then leant close to my ear, and told me, Ma¬ 
dame Pons reckons much upon you. 1 assured bin? 
that she was under no obligation to me; that 1 should 
speak the truth, as I had promised her. M. BlanO 
had a very embarrassed airj he passed two hours with 
me, after which he quitted me. 

“ About nine in the evening, I learnt something 
very important, but I dare not tell it to any body. M. 
Fualdes’s son was the only one in whom I was able to 
confide. 1 had seen this unhappy young man the 
day of our Lady: whilst I was at my window he was 
passing in the street j ray heart told me that it was 
him. I felt my tears flow at the sight of him; he 
cast a look of contempt on me: let him have read evil 
in my thoughts. He believed me paid by the murder¬ 
ers of his father. 

** 1 wrote to M. Fualdes, that 1 had something most 
essential, to communicate to him. 1 carried my let¬ 
ter myself at five in the morning of that day, so fatal 
to the accused, since the jury pronounced a verdict 
of Guilty against them. A servant took my letter, 1 
recommended it to his care; I had written the day 
before to my father, you know in what terms. * 

“ Weary of hearing it .said, that M. Enjalran took 
an interest in the accused, and stopped his daughter’s 
tongue by his menaces, I wrote that famous letter 
which has made so much noise j sure that it wotdd be 
read in court, and that I should justify my father in 
the eyes of the public.^ 

« 1 beg my father to tranquillize : be will be satisfied, if 

it is really true that he takes no interest in the accused; as to myself, 
1 hare strong proofs that he does not take any in them; yet I am 
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“ In going from M. Fualdes’s I passed my father’s 
house; he was still in bed, but he did not sleep; he 
reflected on this extraordinary letter, of which at the 
first blush, he demanded an explanation from mej I 
told him that he would one day know it. He de¬ 
clared to me that he was going to carry it to the Presi¬ 
dent. 1 replied that he was the master. In fine, as he 
wished absolutely to know what I should say before the 
court, and that I made no answer but ‘ the truth; no¬ 
thing but the truth,’ he grew angry, and I escaped 
without its being possible for him to retain me. 

“ Returned home, I found there the Prefect’s porter, 
who begged me, on the part of his master, to repair 
immediately to the Prefecture. This surprised me, but 
I was much more astonished, when I found M. Fual¬ 
des’s son in the Prefect’s closet; the latter asked me 
if I wished to be alone with M. Fualdes, to which 

distrustful after all that has happened to me. I am decided on 
striking a grand blow: dll the Court is going to be astonished. I 
will speak the entire truths the wretches shall perish, and such- 
burn my letter:—if it was suspected, all would be lost; thefrounsel 
for the defendants would take their measures. Every thing was 
cleared up to me yesterday, and nobody can doubt it. Above all, let 
not the first President intiinidate me; if the blood mounts into my 
head, as yesterday, at the summoning of the witnesses, I should be 
able to say nothing. I shall require all the necessary presence of 
mind, and I diouW wish, if possible, to be warned some time before 
appearing. 

You have given me your curse; you desire my death; you 
me succour: I am going to lose the only one which I could 
expect, for M. Pons had shared her bread with me; it matters not, 
you are my faUier, and youl^augfater is disposed to sacrifice every 
thing to yoo,^ and will never lose her tenderness and her respect 
for you—take care of thia letler.” 
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I replied in the affirmative, and the Prefect with¬ 
drew. 

‘‘ The presence of the unfortunate person whom I 
had opposite to me, penetrated me with the most 
painful emotion. I knew his suspicions, he believed 
me sold ^ he asked me what 1 had to say to him. 
I charged him to warn his counsel to take care that 
there should be no motives for repealing the proceed¬ 
ings-; he appeared to pay little attention to this ad¬ 
vice. Great God, how far was 1 from imagining, 
that the advice which 1 gave him, was soon going to 
make me anxious thatiithese fatal proceedings might 
be annulled. 

“ M, Fualdes wished to obtain from me, the avow¬ 
al that I was present at the murder of his father, and 
that I knew the authors of it; he told me J^at 1 was, 
perhaps, about being confronted with a Wnhess who 
would confound me: 1 asked him, if there was really 
any one who would depose that 1 was in BancaPs 
house on the IQtli of March: he replied, ' that that 
was the key to the whole affair.’ * Ah! well,’ said 1, 
give me this key, why do you distrust me, 1 am more 
in your interest than you think.* Then, M. Fualdes, 
with an air of settled sorrow and of candour, which 
penetrated me, said, ‘ No, Madam, there is not a 
witness who can prove that you were present at the 
assassination; but I do not doubt that you were 
there, and that you were acquainted with every 
thing.* 

** He spoke to me of my connexion with Madame 
Pons 5 1 assured him that this lady would not make 
me deceive justice. They had doubtless spoken to him 
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of my passion for my son; he enlarged greatly regard¬ 
ing him, and seeing that his recollection softened me, 
made me foresee the lot which 1 prepared for him. 
M. Fualdes has in his manner, something energetic, 
much more easily understood than described. He per¬ 
ceived the effect which he produced on me, and 
stopped me when I wished to go out. * Madam,* 
said he, ‘ pity a child who demands vengeance for 
the murder of his father 5 you know the assassins, and 
you will not name them; one of them saved your life, 
but is he on that account less infamous ? Jausion will 
be condemned to the galleys, that is not enough, 
he ought to lose bis head; he is more guilty than 
Bastide—it is he who is the author of the conspiracy ; 
1 think 1 see him plunging the fatal knife: 1 was seized 
with secret horror the first time that this monster 
presented femself to my view, after the horrible ca¬ 
tastrophe which deprived me of the best of fathers.’ 
I was senseless. * You believe them guilty, are you 
thoroughly convinced they are so ?’ I repeated. * Oh, 
Madam,’ M. Fualdes said to me, * you alone have the 
air of doubting it, you alone would save them ^ but 
no, I deceive myself, a powerful, and by you a re¬ 
spected authority, hinders you. I believe that you 
comprehend me.’ 

** A mortal chill took possession of me; I saw that 
my suspicions were well founded, my head grew dis¬ 
ordered i 1 became like a mad person; I said, * you 
bel^ve them guilty: Well, they shall, perish; you 
shall be revenged.’ I have little recollection of all 
that be added during two hours that our interview 
lasted. 1 know that about ten o’clock the Prefect re- 
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turned with the President, to ask me if I wished to 
be heard tliis day. I immediately replied, that I was 
not in a condition to be so 5 but M. Fualdes, who saw 
me in the disposition in which he wished me, insist¬ 
ed on it so much, and the two other gentlemen joined 
themselves so earnestly with him, ihat^they deter¬ 
mined me on appearing in court at two o’clock. 

“ I remained again alone with M. Fualdes during 
some minutes, and I must do him the justice to say 
that he asked nothing from me but the truth; but he 
was so convinced, that his conviction passed into 
my mind, and produced the most terrible effects 
in it. 

“ When I left the Prefecture, 1 had a wild air; I 
must have frightened the people who met hae, A 
woman who saw me passing, said toa soldiet: * can¬ 
not you give this villanous woman some blows with 
your musket ? perhaps she will then speak the truth.* 

“ Such, my dear mamma, is the discourse which 
was held in my presence. Arrived at home, I drank 
two dishes of coffee, which failed in killing me. 
For a vast many nights I had not slept; my blood- 
was on fire. I dressed myself. The President had 
advised me to adopt the remarkable costume, that I 
had when he saw me the first time; I followed his 
advice, and put on a black gown with a white frill 
round the bosom, a black hat and veil. It is, doubt¬ 
less, by means of this accursed veil, that some of the 
accused thought they had recognised the woman of 
the closet; but was not so well instructed as I 

am at this day. 

** 1 repaired to' the court, and went into the wit- 

H 
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nesses’ room, waiting till they might summon me: I 
was in a state well worthy of pity: want of sleep, 
sorrow, the conversatidn of the morning, and the quan¬ 
tity of coflee, had actually so irritated my nerves, that 
I trerabledi and could not support myself. The recol¬ 
lection alone makes me still tremble to such a degree, 
that I have difficulty in holding my pen. My God! 
what will become of me at Albi, before the court of 
Toulouse ? You know, my dear mamma, how little 
effort is required to frighten me I am alarmed on 
hearing the cry of fire. Now that you know, that 
you can appreciate what has preceded the sitting of 
the 22d of August, you will be less astonished at 
what passed there. 

“ At two o’clock, a bailiff came to call me. I fol¬ 
lowed him. My situation could only be envied by a 
person that was conducting to ^execution; I was as 
pale as he could be. I will not depict to you what 
I experienced wdien I saw myself on the witnesses* 
bench. On one side, the imposing retinue of justice, 
that of crime which environed the accused, my entire 
conviction culpability, the ferocious looks of some 

of them, the profound silence that reigned in this im¬ 
mense hall, the attention of the public which filled it, 
and which expected the revelation of an important 
secret-^the suspicions of this same public against my 
father—the sight of the unhappy son of the victim 
whom ft was necessary to avenge—^finally, the image 
"luf Christ, which I had before my face, and which 
’'^recalled to me my duty: so ma^j^j^ted objects, so 
many tumultuous ideas—1 coufl^ resist them, I 
fainted,- 
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** But in regaining the use of my senses, I did not 
re-find that of my judgment! I recollect but one idea 
which incessantly pursued me. I constantly thought 
that I saw a bloody knife suspended over my head, 
or plunged in the breast of my son. You kiow the 
rest, my dear mamma 5 you have perused the infor¬ 
mations ; and as often as I read over again the details 
of this fatal sitting of the 22 ld, I ask myself, ‘ is 
it, indeed, you who have pronounced all this ? Could 
you possibly have done and said so many wild extra¬ 
vagances ?' In going out of the court, I was con¬ 
ducted by Amans and M. Hippolite de la Gondalie; 
we went to Madame d’Ornes 5 I found Eliza there, 
who advanced towards me with a pouting air, and 
appeared to be afraid of embracing me. ‘ Oh !’ said 
I, * if you do not wish it, you are going to lose more 
than I.' I do not recollect if she embraced me, I 
know that she proposed to me a private conversation, 
in which she wanted to force me to confess to her 
that I was in Bancars house. ' You will be very 
cunning,’ said I. ‘ But,’ said she, ‘ I have almost 
certain proof of it.* ‘ Yes, you have always proofs 
of what never exists ; you are so often deceived, that 
you ought to correct your suspicious character.’ I 
however followed her into a room, where she amused 
me with an absurd tale, which struck me so little 
that 1 have forgotten it. 

«I had afterwards a long conversation with Amans, 
and I brought him almost to believe that I was not 
present at the murder. In fine, after having passed 
three hours at Madame d’Omes, X returned into 

H 21 
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my room, where I found the general with many offi¬ 
cers of the legion of Varj they placed, a guard for 
my security, as they told me; but I believed, and I 
still believe, that it was to fortify me against the at¬ 
tacks of certain emissaries and distributors of letters. 
The military remained a long time at my house. An 
officer told me that Jausion, on entering the prison, 
had said, '1 am lost, this woman has been my death.’ 
Another told me, that M. Romiguiere would abandon 
the cause of Bastide, if I added a single word; and I, 
that thought always I had said nothing, because 1 re¬ 
collected nothing! At last, M. Belcastel entered, 
and sat down near me, saying, ‘ Clarissa, for I please 
myself in still giving you this name, hear the advice 
of a friend: why do you obstinately endeavour to 
conceal the truth ? It is no crime to have been at 
Bancal’s; I assure you that there is none of our la¬ 
dies who will be ashamed to be in your company, if 
you will render society the service which it demands: 
speak, speak, and I will give you my counffenance to 
appear in the town, which 1 should not do if you 
keep silence; in short, my brother, the Marquis de 
Bournazel, is coming here this evening to your house, 
to engage you to unveil this frightful affiur.’ 

“ It was assuredly a great honor that these gentle¬ 
men did me; but whatever price I might attach to 
their favor, I could not act against my conscience. 
Victoire, who saw that I had three centinels, and 
who still thought me badly watched, came to sleep 
with me; we neither of us had any sleep. I was 
again to be heard the next day. The general came 
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to carry me to the court: but, as I was not dressed, 
he Jeft an officer of the legiou, who waited for me, 
and gave me his arm. 

“ The sitting of the 23rd August was very tempes¬ 
tuous for your daughter; the interest which I had 
inspired the day before gave place to the most pro¬ 
found contempt. The women who had shed floods 
of tears on the Friday, would have spit in my face 
the next day; on that day, the accused and their 
counsel had regained a little courage; in going out, 
M. Flaugergues reconducted me home, and re¬ 
mained with me. He said the most sooj^ing things 
to me. But you know him, my dear mamma; you 
know of what delicacy he is capable; he told me 
to choose the person in whom I could place the 
greatest confidence, to intrust him with my secret, 
and to conduct myself after his advice; that, even in 
justice, he would not be obliged to unveil what 1 
should intrust to him. 1 thanked him; I assured 
him that 1 had nothing to say; and that if 1 was in 
the situation in which he supposed me, 1 should not 
have far to go to find a person who would most merit 
my confidence. He quitted me, and I had still a 
centinel during the evening. 

“ The -next day, Amans entered into my room, 
you are,’ said he to me, ‘ an astonishing woman; I 
have seen a letter which you have written to tlie pre¬ 
sident, I know not from whence you draw your ideas, 
but there are some of them sublime; you express 
yourself, in speaking of gratitude, like the greatest 
masters.’ ‘ You flatter me,* said I. 'For the rest, I be¬ 
lieve that with a little care, they might have render- 
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ed me a little less foolish than I am. * Thus far/ said 
Amaiis to me, ‘ your character is good^ take care you 
do not spoil it/ ' If you continue to suppose that I 
was at Bancal’s/ said 1 to Amans, * I know not what 
you can find so good in me.’ 

“ ‘ When a woman cannot make her sex’s virtues 
shine in her/ replied my cousin, ‘she ought to endea¬ 
vour to acquire those of a man; 1 believe that is 
what you have done, you are not on tliat account 
less amiable in my eyes.’ * Listen to me/ said I, ‘ if 
the truth discovers itself, as 1 hope it will, I shall be 
more interesting than the vile woman of the closets’ 

“ Annans, quitted me, I disposed myself also to go 
to the Court. My little child wished to follow me, 
1 consented to it. At mid-day, when the sitting was 
suspended, according to custom, and lundly any 
body remained at the bar, but srmie persons that were 
coining and going, tlie little boy said to me, in a very 
low voice, ‘ Mamma, Bastide has quite the appear¬ 
ance of having killed a man.’ 1 asked him, if he 
knew him, ‘ Oh!’ said he, * I believe 1 know him, 
he is near the woman dressed in black, and the short 
gentleman—that must be him.’ He was not deceived, 
the morning of the next day, Amans entered my 
house with an air of consternation, ‘ what is the 
matter with yon ?’ I said, ‘ How you have abased 
me 1 how you have seduced me ! 1 could have be¬ 
lieved yoUffor an instant. 1 could have believed that 
you dealt fairly. I had raised an edifice which is just 
tumbled to its foundation ; you say, you were not at 
Bancal’s house ?* Very well, I know the person who 
gave you the meeting there/ ‘ You are very clever j 
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but you must make me a partner in your great 
discoveries, in order that I may rejoice at them also/ 
‘ I do not laugh,* said my cousin to me, * and 1 have 
passed the most horrible night; 1 am almost as 
wretched as on the day when my poor father expired 
in my arms—^you are lost: I could wish not to have 
known you. I yesterday saw Blanc des Bourines, I 
questioned him, and itis embarrassed air, his ambigu¬ 
ous answers, fully proved to me, that he knew more 
of it than he chose to say ^ do not go and concert 
with him, for 1 shall know it/ 

I begged Amans to be easy •, I told hiin> 1 did 
not see that my situation was more desperate than 
the day before 5 that all the world believed me the 
woman of the closet, and that 1 should be thought 
so always until the truth appeared; your nephew 
quitted me a little less agitated. 

" Some days afterwards, 1 saw M. Flaugergues, who 
appeared touched with my situation, and disposed to 
give me every assistance to extricate me from it. I 
spoke to him of the bonnet given by a lady to little 
Madeline, on the 20 th of March. He advised me 
to go myself to the Almonry, to ascertain the stuff of 
which this bonnet was composed. * Perhaps,* said 
he, ‘ this will lead you to some happy discoveries/ 
I wove the cloth of the winding-sheet which must 
envelope me; I told M. Flaugergues, that I would 
follow his advice. Nevertheless, I had in some de¬ 
gree lost sight of this aflhir, when a person seated 
near me in court, said to me: * a young lady has just 
been summoned, perhaps she will give us some in¬ 
sight into this / another person added, the moment 
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after, ‘ we are going to see a woman appear, who 
is said to have been at Bancal’s house; her lover has 
spoken; it appears, that having repaired late to the 
rendezvous, he found the gate shut/ You can ima¬ 
gine, my dear mother, the effect that this discourse 
made upon me; I was inclined to throw myself on 
my knees, and exclaim: ‘ Oh, Providence ! you have 
taken pity on me’ I turned towards the first person 
who had spoken to mej 1 put some other questions 
to him. He apprised me. Miss Pierret had just 
been designated to the President, as knowing a great 
deal respecting the affair of M. Fualdes; on a sudden, 
1 called to mind, that it was she who had so well 
instructed me regarding it, on the of March. 
I recalled all our conversations on this subject; 1 re¬ 
collected that Mariam Constans came to my house 
one day, after tlir departure of Rose, and that she 
had told me, that the intention of the latter, was to 
remain in the country all the time that the proceed¬ 
ings respecting M. Fualdes should last. I passed 
many days in reflection; they waited with impa¬ 
tience the arrival of Rose in Court; each day she 
was announced, and never did she appear. I was 
told, that she had been ill since I was summoned, 
that she had found herself unwell, on hearing the 
words reported, which escaped me at the sitting of 
the 22d August ;—jiobody pities me ! all this confirm¬ 
ed me so much the more in the idea I entertained, 
that Rose was the woman in the closet, but it was a 
fery different thing in the sequel. I called to mind 
the advice of M. Flaugergues, and determined on 
follpwing it, J begged Madam Castel to send me the 
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mantua-maker, who had made Madeline Bancal's 
bonnet. She came instantly, and informed me, that 
they had sent her a sleeve of a taffety spencer, of a 
dark colour, to make the bonnet ^ that they had taken 
away all the remnants, but, that if I would come to 
the Almonry with her, perhaps we could see this 
bonnet, and she should be sure to recognize it. We 
then went there. As this woman was known to little 
Bancal, she first presented herself; I remained at 
the gate; she returned in an instant afterwards, to 
tell me, that Madeline had sent the bonnet to her 
mother, wdio had caused a black one to. be sent to 
her, on account of the mourning for her father. I 
had this child called, she came; 1 looked earnestly at 
her, and said to her, ‘ I come from the Court; your 
mother has confessed every thing, she will save her¬ 
self ; as for you, who do not wish to speak, they will 
send the gendarmes to take you up: I have de¬ 
manded your pardon, hoping to bring you to speak 
the truth.’ Madeline looked at me, my air made 
an impression on her; I asked her, if M. Fualdes was 
not killed at her house; she answered yes, and gave 
me the details which we knew. I asked her, if there 
was a lady at her father’s house during the assassina¬ 
tion. I promised her a crown piece, if she could be 
the means of my knowing her; she then said, that 
the woman was veiled; I lifted my veil entirely up, 
and said, bok at me, am I this zooman f the little girl 
answered me, that she had not seen her face, because 
her veil was very thick, descended down to her knees, 
and was black. Remark, my dear mother, that all 
this conversation took place in the presence of the 
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mantua^maker, who did not leave us. With what 
openness have I acted, and it is this has ruined me: 
one must have somewhat of Machiavelism in the age 
in which we live^ without it who can flatter himself 
with succeeding? 

After the circumstance of the black veil, 

which 1 thought I so well understood, I wished to 

know no more about it; I took Madeline by the 

hand to conduct her to the Prefecture, but the 

Syndic opposed it. I went in search of the Prefect; 

he came to me with a napkin in his hand, and his 

mouth full: it was the hour of his dinner: I im^ 
« 

parted to him my discoveries: he begged me to re¬ 
turn to the Almonry, where he would instantly re¬ 
pair. Indeed, he did not make me wait long; he 
came, accompanied by two gentlemen, who I have 
since learnt, were the Sub-Prefect of Espalion, and 
M. Bonald de Milhau, the younger. The Prefect, as 
well as these gentlemen, questioned little Bancal as 
to the lady of the closet; she made almost the same 
Story which M. Clemendot recounted to me on the 
night of the 27th July. The Prefect demanded of 
Madeline if this lady was of my height, and begged 
me to stand up; the little girl answered that she was 
not quite so tall as me, and irtfinitely fatter. 

It was almost night; little Edward demanded my 
c^re; I begged the Prefect to allow me to withdraw, 
but he persuaded me still to remain a short time. 
He went out in order to go, as he said, and apprise 
the President of what had passed. I then remained 
with the two other persons and Madeline, who, once 

bed out in the career of revelations, could no 
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more stop herself. The Prefect soon returned with 
four gentlemen whom I could not distinguish, be¬ 
cause it was night. I thought however that I recog¬ 
nized the voice of M. Plantade; I took leave, and 
M. de Lastic, Sub-Prefect of Espalion, gave me his 
arm to reconduct me to my house. It is inconceiv¬ 
able that I should hold a conversation with him from 
the Almonry to the Riie de Touat, and that 1 should 
afterwards not have recollected him in court, where I 
have seen him several times successively, seated op¬ 
posite to me, and employed in designing my portrait. 
He came and spoke to me at the sitting of the 8th 
September: I have constantly asked, who was the 
tall gentleman who accompanied me on the day that 
I was at the Almonry. It is only in prison that 1 
learned to whom I had this obligation. 

“ 1 already thanked God for having saved me from 
shipwreck; I believed the tempest was appeased, 
white the storm was over my head, and the thunder 
was about to burst forth. I made a fervent prayer, 
and laid down. I anxiously waited the morrow, 
hoping to obtain an ample justification. I wrote a 
letter to Amans, of which he comprehended nothing, 
he told me ; doubtless this was the cause that he paid 
me in the same coin; his answer was algebra to me; 
I preserve it as an enigmatic monument. 

I returned to Rodez at an early hour, and re^ 
paired to Court, always hoping to see Miss Pierret 
appear there; but I still expected her in vain. On 
that day I wrote to her towards evening, and had 
my letter carried by my hostess, who gave me aa 
account of the effect which this letter produced ii|^. 
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her: 1 understood that she had wept, that she could 
with difficulty speak or walk, and that she finished 
with saying, that she did not know what Madam 
Man son wanted. 

“ My letter was simple: I begged Rose, if she 
knew any thing respecting the murder of M. Fualdes, 
to say it; and to extricate me from the horrible situa¬ 
tion in which I was. I received no answer. 

“ By the effect of a destiny, constant in persecut¬ 
ing me, of that fatality which unceasingly pursues 
me, I found myself placed in Court, near an advo¬ 
cate of Albi, a zealous friend and great admirer of 
M. Romiguiere, having made the journey to Rodez, 
expressly to take part in his success in the grand 
cause which he was going to plead. This young 
man oftentimes addressed me, in order to tell me 
handsome and flattering things. I first thought that 
he was the man who had given me his arm, the day 
that I was at the Almonry; he suffered me to be¬ 
lieve it, and I should still be persuaded of it, if he had 
not at last undeceived me. He made use of the pre¬ 
text of a letter, with which he was charged by one 
of my brothers, and he came to pay me a visit; 
sometimes even he accompanied me as far as my 
house. He went early to the Court, in order to be 
able to procure himself a place near my chair, which 
was guarded by a private centinel, near those of the 
officers of the legion: I was the only witness who 
had a chair, all the rest were placed on benches. I 
kllOW not why 1 had so many privileges, for they 

p fr ■* . . • 

’'^^ere very much dissatisfied with me. 

The young advocate always spoke to me very 



loud, and uiaaifested, without putting any restraint on 
himself, the interest which he took in the accused; 
he expressed himself on the subject with the greatest 
candour, pretending that they would be acquitted 
any where but'at Rodez. He was far from perceiv¬ 
ing the consequences of bis words: I told him, 

‘ take care, or you will be stoned; keep your opinion 
* 

to yourself, otherwise you commit me/ Indeed 
I was followed, spied, listened to. What I had 
foreseen came to pass: they imagined that this ad¬ 
vocate was an emissary of M. Romiguidre, and they 
were more and more convinced of, my understanding 
with the accused: in consequence, after some days, 
M. Rous, surnamed the rich, a merchant of Paris, 
who often sat near me, and who had overheard the 
discourse of young Albigeois, sought a quarrel with 
him, and threatened to lodge a complaint against 
him in Court. The next day, the chief of squadron 
of the gendarmerie came to tell him, without any ce¬ 
remony, to change his place, to leave Madam to her¬ 
self, (speaking of me) that she knew what she had 
to do, and that, if he continued this kind of conver* 
sation he would arrest him. The advocate did not 
dispute the matter, he did nothing more than entreat. 

“You remember, my dear mamma, that you 
wrote to me, that, if I had not an exact acquaintance 
with the murder of M. Fualdes, I ought to demand 
the liberty of speaking, in order to detroy a convic¬ 
tion founded on my conduct at the sitting of the S2d; 
and that I ought to hinder a judicial murder. I fol¬ 
lowed your instructions; I wrote to the Prefident 
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who had me summoned into the Council-chamber.*— 
I imparted my fears to him: he answered me in two 
words, that the court would not refuse to hear me be¬ 
fore the close of the proceedings. I found his man¬ 
ner very severe. You know that I was summoned the 
8th of September: you know how I covejr-ed myself 
with shame in searching out the truth. Rose denied 
having known me before the month of July j she de¬ 
nied having ever spoken of the affair of M. Fualdes 
to me 5 but she did not assert this falsehood with im¬ 
punity; she trembled in speaking, and left many 
people persuaded that she was not telling the truth. 

** Madame Constans had just exhibited the most 
ridiculous scene; her husband had dreamt that I had 
said that I was at fiancars; and this woman, sooner 
than contradict him, set up a show of blubbering, 
hesitated, and forever convinced the court, the jury, 
and the public. 

" Two days afterwards I was told, from Amans, to 
repair to Olemps; Edward was arrived there, and 
was to communicate some important matters to me: 
it was your celebrated interrogatory; to which I an¬ 
swered, 1 hope, to the extent of your desires. 

I thought I perceived in my brother an extraor¬ 
dinary air; and, as all the people who wear this air 
are thought to be well informed in the affair of M. 
Fu^das» I made no doubt but my brother might 
know great things. He, however, swore to me that 
lliia.knew nothing. Madame Rodat was very cold with 
ine;<as to Eliza, she had given me a specimen of her 
CfOntem^tuous air j hut, as it is not my custom to 
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make advances to* people who draw back, I left my 
cousin, and discoursed with her brothers and mine. 

“ Your god-daughter, they tell me, is married; I 
hope that her husband will never enter Bancal’s 
house! Eliza told me one day that her attachment 
for me was very solid; but that I did not love her in 
the same manner.—* I know,’ said I, * that, provided 
you were assured that I was interred in consecrated 
ground, you would be very much consoled in learn¬ 
ing my death j it is not the same with me—every one 
has his manneV: for example, if they had just told 
me that a woman, for whom I had a strong attach¬ 
ment, was found in a house of ill-fame, 1 should not 
believe this news on the first report; I should require 
satisfactory proofs, and would not deal harshly with 
her, to make her confess it to justice^ especially if 
she had certified me that the fact was false.* I learnt 
of Amans all that tlie little Bancal had told me; he 
recommenced his doubts that I was at her father’s 
house on the 19th of March, and told me that he 
would come and assist ai the sitting of the next day. 
Edward appeared to me sorry for the sedne which had 
taken place during that of the 22d of August, when I 
had assured him that I had no acquaintance with the 
murder; I said to him, without entering into all the 
details which I have here given to you, that I had 
not been mistress of myself, I again repeat it to you, 
my dear mother; justice may punish my conduct, 
but it would not know how to make me repent of it. 
What I have done voluntarily I thought it my duty 
to do; for the rest heaven will not demand an ac¬ 
count from me of this imposture. 



” The President treated me so 111, that I had not 
power to say any thing in my justification. My let¬ 
ter to my father, as well as his to the President, were 
read at this sitting, and produced an effect contrary to 
that which I had expected from them : at last, grown 
desperate from perceiving that they did not listen to 
me, I provoked the Attorney-general, in order that 
he might form his conclusions against me, as he had 
announced. 

“ I had written to M. Fualdes, that he had but one 
way of discovering the truth; that hie must have me 
arrested, and that then perhaps the wretched woman, 
shut up in the closet, under the alternative of saving 
an innocent person, or of suffering the guilty to pe¬ 
rish, would not hesitate. 

“ I judged for myself, my dear mamma j I had also 
another end ^ 1 thought that if 1 did not succeed in 
discovering the truth, I should at least annul the pro¬ 
ceedings, and should not have to reproach myself with 
having caused wretched persons to perish, with whose 
guilt I was unacquainted. The Civil Party displayed 
more artifice than myself; the Attorney-general placed 
me under the eye of two gendarmes; but that was 
only for an hour, and whilst I was still in court. 

However we arrived at the moment of pronouncing 
judgment; I saw the blood of Jausion and Bastide 
flowing; X^^eard theories of their wives, and their 
children; fhis image pursued me incessantly; I 
cosh^antly said to myself, ‘ you alone have caused 
them to be condemned 1* 

Jausion looked at me and seemed to say to me; 

What have 1 done to you ? Why do you wish for 
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my hcfad ?’ His wife cried out: ‘ Madam, have pity on 
my children, you are a mother also, you love your son 
so much! ’ Oh Mamma, put yourself in my place, 
what would you have done?* 

" The 121th of September I underwent a new temp¬ 
tation ; I had the air of being provoked by M. Ro- 
migniere, and I called out, ‘ all are not in irons, and 
the truth may not proceed from my mouth' It was this 
that conducted me to the Capucins i but two days 
too late. 

“ Ifou may suppose that I was not in court to hear 
the sentences of death. I passed a horrible day. In 
the evening, at the approach of night, I held up my 
child, who looked through the window on the people 
who were passing: on a sudden 1 saw a man who was 
walking very fast, and held a large knife perfectly 
naked. I thought that he was coming to cut off our 
heads; I rushed towards the door and doubly shut it. 
All the night I saw myself surrounded by blood; it 
appeared that my bed was bathed with it; I threw 
myself upop the cradle of my child, I believed him 
dead ; the movement which I gave myself awakened 
me. 

“ The next day. Madam Lacombe told me, ‘ some 
disaster will happen in this house; for two nights 
past I have dreamt of nothing but blood j ray hair 
stands an end .’—* Do not tell me that,* said I to my 
hostess, ‘ I have the same dreams.* She answered* 
that hers were always realised. 

“ The 14th of September (of happy memory) a bai¬ 
liff came to serve me with a warrant; I received it 

I 
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with the most perfect indifference. I first repaired to 
the court, where I was interrogated j from thence I 
repassed to my house to take my child, and went 
to prison. 

I was to occupy the chambers which the ladies 
Jausion and Galtier had just quitted; but jailer 
answering for me, kept me at his house. I subscribed 
to every sort of arrangement; at that moment all was 
equal to me. The Prefect came in the evening; he 
piit me in mind that he had predicted all that had be* 
fallen me; that it was my pleasure to destroy myself. 
The mayor entered a moment after j they took all 
possible measures that nothing might be wanting to 
me. They wished that 1 should have a room $ but 
as the wife of the jailer seemed desirous to have me, 
1 said that I was very well off, 1 had every thing that 
was necessary for me. Indeed, what did I want ? 
My son partook of my lot. 

“ I passed fifteen days, without scarcely a thought 
that I was in prison; during the night I suffered much, 
1 had continually fever, accompanied withdelirium; I 
uttered horrible cries. Once it appeared to me that 
the woman Bancal had poisoned you as well as my son ; 
another time I saw Bastide, in a state of frenzy, re¬ 
proaching me with having caused hjs condemnation; 
1 was in his power, he was going to avenge himself. 
1 often saw the accused on the scaffold. One night, 
they came and rapped roughly at the door, and cried, 
* open /* t^e jailor instead of opening it, ran to look 
out of the window, I thought that we were lost; I 
took Edward in my arms; I had determined to 
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perish. At last I learnt that it was a malefactor 
whom they had taken, and whom they were conduct* 
ing to prison. 

My husband who had never troubled himself about 
the child, who has come into Kodez above twenty 
times since I dwelt there, without making any inquiry 
about it—but who had understood from the publici¬ 
ty of the trial that all my solicitudes were for this 
child, bethought himself of snatching it from me, at 
the moment when it was more precious to me than 
ever. They informed me at the same time that you 
wished to see it ; 1 decided on sending it to you, as 
he was content when he knew that his uncle had 
come to fetch him! However, when 1 embraced him, 
and he perceived some tears which 1 made vain efforts 
to restrain, this inestimable infant commenced weep¬ 
ing, and returned into" my prison, forgetting every 
thing in order to console his mother. My reason got 
the better, I separated myself from him. 

" I was far from foreseeing that his absence would be 
so long and so painful I It was when I found myself 
alone, that 1 discovered I was a prisoner. The veil 
was fallen, the talisman was broke. I have the mis¬ 
fortune to be a fatalist; 1 persuaded myself that the 
presence of my son would preserve me from every 
evil; he has at least the talent to sweeten them, and 
to make me support them. 

" When I heard the gates reclosed, which it did not 
depend on me to have opene^l^ deaj^ coldness 
seized me: 1 fell on the pavei^^ i I kn^ not hoTt 
it is that my skull was not fradlhfnd* They came to 
my succour, they wished to recall my son, but 1 op- 

I 2 
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posed-it. I passed a painful day; it was followed by 
many others. 

My husband caused to be signified to me a suit 
for separation of body and goods, and demanded 
my child; we were twice heard by M. Bertrandi 
as referee; you know his odious conduct with this 
estimable man. 

“ The Prefect seldom passed a week without coming 
into my prison. 1 saw also twice the Provost, and 
Madame Delauro, * who did me a thousand kind¬ 
nesses ; she sent me books, and the newspapers. One 
day General Desp^rieres brought a sheet containing 
a letter addressed to a certain Dornac du Rosai: this 
letter was signed Pauline Engelrand s they made me 
say a heap of things which I do not recollect, for I only 
read it once; I solely recollect these words: My only 
desire is to regain the friendship of my father i / will 
soon unite myself with my Adela in the abode of peace ; 
and in speaking of the assassins ; they are powerful — 
they are numerous. Oh! the Monsters—Infamous 
house of Bancali they shall know that you have never 
possessed me. 

This letter was very long, and lias puzzled the rea¬ 
ders ; I assured the major-general that not a word of 
it *was mine; that 1 was not called Pauline, and that 
k knew how to spell my father’s name. 

“ I often saw people at the jailer’s, but I spoke to 
nobody, except in his presence; yet I was informed 
of the news; Llearnt that there were great reasons 
for annallitig the proceedings, and I began again to 
entertain sbme hopes ^ it. One day 1 was informed 

* TTie mayor^s wife. 
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that Jausion, after having heard his sentence read, 
addressed himself to the woman Bancal, and io tlie 
other accused, and had challenged them to declare 
if he was present at the murder. The moment was 
terrible! he greatly exposed himself if he is guilty. 
They added, that he particularly addressed Misson- 
nier, who not being condemned to death, could profit 
of his offers; and that, on returning into prison, he 
had again said, ‘ Madame Manson ought to be ar> 
rested, and then she would speak the truth.* What 
does this unfortunate wretch then wish with me? 
Does he believe that I was at Bancal’s house? and 
not having been there himself, does he invoke my 
testimony ? Or rather, not having seen me, does he 
wish that 1 should maintain that 1 was not there ? 
In this last case he will be satisfied, 

“ The more I think of this horrible affair, the 
more I lose myself. I am perhaps the person who 
sees the most obscurity in it; and I pass for having 
the key of the whole. After having made an exact 
recapitulation of what I had seen and heard in this 
trial, I have made many conjectures, which I have 
entrusted to no person. / preserve these things, and 
repass them into my heart. 

“ When shall we meet again, my dear mother ? I 
no more put confidence in any body; for no consi¬ 
deration in the world would I be in the secret of the 
murder; they would finish by drawing it from me, 
and I should perhaps not be long in repenting of it. 

The proceedings were at last annulled; and soon 
afterwards 1 was informed that it was said, that Ma¬ 
dame Manson had done it. It is not that I think the 
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accused will get themselves olF at Albi; but tbey 
have discovered new witnesses, and it will not be my¬ 
self, who know nothing about it, who will cause them 
to be condemned. I shall ‘be easy on that score. 
You know all the reports that were circulated at my 
father's expense; in vain have I wished to pari^r the 
blows directed against him; in vain have 1 sacrificed 
myself. 1 am myself lost, and have only given more 
audacity to his enemies. The reptiles of I’Aveyron 
have vomited their venom. Cursed race! shall the 
world never be purged of you ? My father knew the 
accusation which was prevalent against him; be 
never spoke to me of it, d>ut he knew it; 1 read it in 
his eyes, in his gestures, in the convulsions of his 
despair. He was told that 1 had gone to Ban cal's 
house, and he believed it; and his love for justice 
and truth carried him above the prejudice which 
condemned his daughter to obloquy. My father be¬ 
lieved me a witness to the murder, and he wished to 
make me confess it. Hence the persecutions which 
he made me undergo, and which, according to mali¬ 
cious people, had another end. 

“ My father, who worthily filled his place in the 
magistracy, who was always the terror of criminals 
when he was their Judge, is accused of being the 
support of the assassins of M. fualdes t—of even 
being their accomplice!—a roan who, by his deli¬ 
cacy, has disdained to enrich himself during tlie re- 
vei^on by means which many people, reputed ho- 
l^t, have not regarded as illicit; a man who has 
mved this revolution, to such a degree as not to 
wish to dissemble his opinion, at a time wheu he saw 
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hims'elf a prisoner, deprived of his property, the axe 
suspended over his head—this $ame than should be> 
come all at once a robber, a cowardly assassin! No, 
he has not suddenly turned a froward character; he 
does not abjure, at an advanced age, the principles 
which he gloried in possessing. 

“ What avails it to have led a life without reproach, 
to have acquired a spotless reputation, if it depends 
on some malicious beings to blacken it ? Ought one 
to e^^ect, after having filled a long and hdnourable 
career, to descend into the grave covered with igno* 
miny ? May my father triumphantly come forth from 
this struggle! Let him confound his calumniators, 
a thousand times more dangerous than the monsters 
to whom I have compared them. In short, let the 
whole weight of misfortunes light upon me. 

“ I never can revenge myself upon my enemies j 
Heaven will take this care for me. 1 had four of 
them; they were powerful: two are dead without 
relief and without repentance: the third fell from a 
precipice, and his fall has loaded him with infirmities 
for the rest of his days; the fourth has lost his liberty 
—who knows what awaits him ? It is better to be 
the oppressed than the oppressor. 

** My recital is finished, my dear mother; but 
suffer me to converse with you; suffer my pen to 
flow at hazard on the sentiments which I experience. 
In my captivity, it is my sole alleviation, my sole 
consolation. Does any one wish to inspire interest 
at Rodez ? let him get himself condemned to deat^i. 
The receipt is infallible, but I shall not make use of 
it. One cannot form an idea of the rage of the inha- 
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bitants of this town against Jausion; be was thd most 
infamous of wretches; he alone was tlie author of the 
murder of M. Fualdes > it was he that struck the first 
blow; he ought to be cut to pieces. But the sen¬ 
tence once pronounced, I heard them chant their 
recantation; ‘ Poor Jausion !’ said one, * they have 
judged him too severely; they had not proofs of his 
guilt/ ‘What will become of his poor wife?’ said 
another ? * And his poor children ?’ ‘ A father of a 
i'amily,’*cried this one; ‘how I regret himl’ At last 
they learn that the sentence is annulled, and they cry 
anew—‘ To death with him /’ This is the world, ray 
dear raamtna. 

“ It is with almost all the inhabitants of I’Aveyron 
as with the climate: it freezes here three quarters of 
the year; but as there are some fine days, so there 
exist also some sensible and good hearts., I have 
known how to discern them in the multitude ; I have 
known how to appreciate them; their name is for 
ever graven in roy memory with the recollection of 
their kindnesses. 

“ In order to understand me, they should say that I 
was born in one of those fine regions which the Tiber 
or the Arno water. I dare stand a trial in own 
country, which has been said to have so well judged 
me. It is an impartial posterity that will render me 
more justice; it is to its tribunal that I appeal; it 
will annul the sentence of my cotemporaries. 

With what infernal spirits have I been surround- 
^! They have pretended that I was sold to as¬ 
sassins ! 1, hope that this calumny has found credit 
but with persons themselves capable oTsimilar vena- 



)ity i their opinion little aiTects me. There are sotil^ 
I repeat it, worthy of adoration in the universe. May 
1 merit their esteem, and testify to them with warmth, 
all my gratitude; the wish of my heart will be fub 
filled. 

“ I return to my situation; I had learnt in prison 
that the little girl Bancal pretended that I was the 
Lady of the Closet, and that she had recognized roe. 
As [ know that they fabricate news at Rodez, and 
that the more they are displeased, the more credulous 
they are: I gave myself very little trouble about this 
rumour. Nevertheless, the Prefect assured me that 
it was true, and that he had it from Madeline her¬ 
self, who had assured him so at the Almonry, a short 
time after I had gone out of it, on the day of her im¬ 
portant discoveries; and that she had added, that 1 
had promised her a crown piece, in order that she 
might declare she did not know me. 

So much falsehood on the part of an infant of ten 
years of age surprised me; but in spite of the asser¬ 
tion of little Bancal, I should easily have justified my¬ 
self in a country where they were less prejudiced 
than at Rodez; for what probability is there, if I was 
really in this famous closet, that 1 should have my¬ 
self gone in search of the only witness who deposes 
to this fact, and that I should have taken every pos¬ 
sible means to make this child speak, whom no per¬ 
son had been able to persuade, either by promises or 
by threats, to the least confession, and who adhered 
during five months to the most rigid-denial ? 

Madeline had heard mention of the entire his¬ 
tory of a woman, locked up in the closet of her father's 



house, and she repeated it. The first day she bpoke 
of only one lady; now, after her last deposition, there 
should have been seven women in her house on the 
evening of the 19th of March. Madame Manson 
was in the closet, into which they forced her to enter; 
and on this demand from her, what she had done, 
and why they put her there ? They answered, ‘ you 
will know it.’ Afterwards, there were three other 
ladies, one of whom had black feathers, another green 
feathers, and the third a bonnet: she named her 
mother, Anne Bendit, and another girl whom Bous- 
quier speaks of. The history of the green feathers is 
a mystery which they wished to ascribe to Miss Gip¬ 
son, who is, I believe, the only woman who wears 
feathers of that colour. This English lady was at the 
Almonry to question little Bancal; and one of the 
gentlemen who accompanied her gave Madeline her 
lesson to puzzle Miss Gipson. 1 have this fact from 
one of our Judges, who is not less persuaded that all 
which concerns me in Madeline’s deposition is not 
very conformable to the truth. 

I have been confronted with this child: she had 
said, the first time, that she only recognized me by 
the voice j and on our being confronted, it was by 
the face: if we meet again, it will perhaps be by the 
turn of my wit. She has again spoken of the green 
feathers, and this fact is recorded in her deposition. 
As myself, I had a black veil, which descended 
b^w my knee, and a red gown. 1 left the closet 
iv^hile the wretched Fualdes still breathed. I sued 
mr mercy* mr myself, and I pronounced, with my 
hand ^^on^ the corpse, the most horrible of oaths. 
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Jausioft then took me by the hand, and conducted 
me as far as the wells of the square of Cit^. This ii 
one of the depositions of little Bancal. 

** She said another time, that I had entered into 
the closet dressed as a woman, and that I had come 
out of it in man’s cloaths. Why so ridiculous a dis¬ 
guise ? if I had put on the habit of a man, it would 
have been in order not to be recognized in the 
streets. 

“ However absurd may be the deposition of Ma<# 
deline, it has been adopted throughout. 1 perceive, 
my dear mamma, that my folly is become contagious. 
They have just told me that the woman Bancal had 
also asserted in prison, that I was at her house on 
the evening of the murder. I’ll wager this is not 
true, and that it is a fictitious witness who reports 
this fact. Bancal, with whom X have been con¬ 
fronted, about fifteen days ago, reproached me with 
having said that I bad been in her house, when 1 
had never set foot in it ; and that 1 saw myself forced 
to acknowledge the contrary. Besides, if there was 
a lady in the closet, Bancal, who had introduced her 
there ought to know her ^ if she did not know her, 
how could she assure herself that it was me? she 
could not confound my visage with that of another: 
1 have not one of those faces that one meets with 
every where.—It is only in my glass when 1 am 
opposite to it that they may see something which re¬ 
sembles me; and if they sell my portrait at Paris, as 
I have been assured, and pretend a resemblance, it 
is an arrant counterfeit. 

** The gendarme Monteil has pretended, that 
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at the sitting of the 8th of September, fiancal had 
said, in speaking of me, that I always denied having 
ever been at her house : let her say so, she was there 
sure enough. This woman was at the moment called 
upon by the President, and she asserted not having 
said this.—Here is the way in which she expressed 
herself; she said, * if she xoas there, let her say so ;* 
which is very different. M, Grandet, the defender of 
Missonnier, heard the discourse as it was held, and 
Repeated it to me. Besides, why should Bancal have 
retracted the same minute ? I spoke to her of this 
again when 1 was last confronted with her.—She told 
me she had expressed herself in the sense which M. 
Grandet had reported to me. It is certain, my dear 
mamma, that they have lately told me such extra¬ 
ordinary things, that 1 often know not what to 
answer; 1 open my astonished eyes, and play the 
part of Sosia. 

“ I am sometimes pleased to identify myself with 
the individuality of Bancal’s house, which is not 
however the individuality of the Capucins^ for one 
runs into the field, and the other is behind villainous 
grates, and a treble door. I torture my mind; 1 make 
a thousand conjectures which destroyed each other. 
1 stop however at this last, which appears to me 
the most reasonable: it seems evident that there was 

t 

a woman at Bancal’s during the murder. The party 
of M. Fualdes verily believe that it was me; but be 
ai&'ured that the opposite party is convinced that 1 
know nothing about it; and that it thinks, by its in¬ 
vestigations, to shelter itself from suspicion. 

** not wish to occupy myself any more about 
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it: 1 *am become weak on this subject: I here lose 
all my faculties: I have scarcely any more memory 
or understanding; nothing remains but a will, which, 
if it was free, would soon conduct me to the arms of 
my tender mother, and my beloved Edward. 

“ I have often seen people here; Inspectors-Gene- 
ral. Prefects, officers of every rank, and curious people, 
who come expressly to see Madame Manson; and who 
return, doubtless, little satisfied. You know, my dear 
mother, that our Prefect intimidates me much: I long 
believed that my embarrassment arose from the con¬ 
duct I observed with him. When he speaks to me, I 
am so foolish 1 can scarcely answer him. He came one 
day with M. de Gazes, the Prefect of Albi, brother of 
his Excellency, the Minister-General of the Police. 
Your daughter had on that day a double fit of awk¬ 
wardness. It was impossible for me to articulate a 
single word so long as these gentlemen remained in 
my prison. The discourse which M. de Gazes held 
with me, was little likely to make me regain speech; 
he told me ‘ one of three things:—you will be pur¬ 
sued as an accomplice, as a false witness, or else 
shut up as a mad person,* See precisely how it 
happened that your daughter became mute. 

" I remained petrified; but that was not all. M. 
d’Estourmel charged my jailer to tell me something 
which this latter could not make me comprehend : T 
thought that the Prefect of Albi wished to speak to 
me; in consequence, I wrote to our Prefect that I 
was always ready to hear M. de Gazes, and should 
think myself much honoured by his presence. I had 
doubtless, written in the style of a school girl; but as 
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1 hav'e no more the appearance of one, 1 did not 
stand excused. I tvas told that my letter extremely 
shocked the Prefect of Albi, who had answered, * it is 
done in a trice.’ 1 racked my brains to comprehend 
what this meant to say; I could not arrive at it. It 
is always perfectly clear that my design is not, was 
not, and never will be to deceive any person. I 
shall, nevertheless, pay dear for an involuntary fault; 
the least which can befal me, will be to die with fear 
at Albi, on seeing M. de Cazes. 

After having passed two months in the jailer’s 
house, where I was ruined, because my expenses ex¬ 
ceeded my income, I demanded a room and obtained 
it. By a singular chance 1 occupied the cell of the 
famous father Chabot, where so many horrible con¬ 
spiracies were framed $ the ladies J ansi on and Gal- 
tier had inhabited the apartment during their 
detention; but they were less to be pitied than my¬ 
self: they mutually consoled each other; they had a 
child; they had no gratings. You will know, mam¬ 
ma, that I am indebted for those of my windows to 
the gallantry of my jailer, and to the care which he 
takes of my health; he pretends that I am so cun¬ 
ning, that there is no means of trusting me, and that 
if 1 had a mind to see my Edward, a height of thirty 
feet would not stop me; and that I should descend 
by the casement at the risk of breaking my neck. 

“ He is always afraid of committing himself; he 
fears especially that I should have letters pass un¬ 
known to him. ■ 1 have almost a mind to write to 
, solely to pfove to him that baits and bars-^ 
It Is useless tp finish it, you know the rhyme. There- 
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is nothing that makes me more impatient, than to 
hear it said to me unceasingly > ivbat are you doing 
here ? break your chains, it depends upon yourself* 
Can it enter into a reasonable head that a woman, 
(and a woman of my character), remains for pleasure 
in the cell of a Capucin ? one must have a very sin¬ 
gular taste! * Go your ways,* say they, * your place 
is not in prison.*—‘ Oh! * say I, ‘it is seldom in this 
world, that any one occupies the place which suits 
them ‘f 1 shall always have this advantage, that no¬ 
body will come to dispute mine with me.* 

“ * A pretty honour,* says another to me, ‘ to see 
you at Albi, on the bench of the accused, seated be¬ 
tween Bastide and Jausion ? * * Ah, well! Is not our 
Saviour placed between two thieves ? and their crimes 
were doubtless proved otherwise than by the testi¬ 
mony of some nervous attacks.* The Jews did not 
know what the vapours were; so I doubt if Mesmer 
would have made his fortune amongst them. A pro- 
pos, do you not know that they wished to try mag¬ 
netism with me, in order to make me tell my secret? 
but as this operation was also a secret, and as nothing 
is done secretly at Rodez, my magnetising has been 
adjourned. 

No, my dear mamma, nothing is done secretly 
at Rodez, except the murder of ^e unhappy Fualdes. 
1 tremble at the idea that perhaps some innocent per¬ 
son will be sacrificed. What a horrible mystery! If 
I am included in the accusation, 1 wish for no coun¬ 
sel ; I should be soriy to owe my safety to his elo¬ 
quence. 1 will myself plead my cause; and after 
having acquired the appellation of a singular witness. 



;he public will perhaps call me still more singular as 
im accused person. 

“ You know, my dear mother, the system of a 
xiodern author, your dear countryman,* a great 
metaphysician, a more astonishing logician, who 
refuses to allow women a reasonable soul; but as 
there is scarcely an animal whose instinct does not 
lead him to defend himself when he sees himself at¬ 
tacked, 1 am going to endeavour to make use of the 
feeble means that nature has given me for that pur¬ 
pose. 1 will answer him some day, and if they ac¬ 
cuse me of having been divorced from good sense, I 
will console myself with the idea that I am not the 
only one.f 

“ 1 have just made an amiable acquaintance, it is 
a young man from Paris, who has had the kindness 
to come and see me in my prison; he has much 
wished to take charge of my Memoir, and has pushed 
his complaisance so far as to travel over eight leagues 
of our country to carry it to you; without him I 
should not have had the means of bringing this volu¬ 
minous epistle within your reach. 

** I am very little inclined to secrecy, and not a line 
of it goes out without being verified by the Minister 
for public alTairs, who has the oftenest made profit 
of it at my expense; but all that does not correct 
me, I write every t^ing that comes into my head; 
and whilst they are deliberating on the liberty of the 
press, 1 give every latitude to my pen. 

* Monsieur de Bonald. 

t 'Monii$iur de Bonald has written a book on Divorce. 



•* Mr. Clemendot is confined in a fort. It has been, 
reported here, that he had written to me, this Is still 
a new proof of the coin of Rodez. The letter which 
I have received, and which is said to be from him (as 
if there was nobody but M. Clemendot who knew 
how to write) is from that M. Lamire, of whom 1 have 
spoken to you, and who is assuredly a little more 
polite than the aid*de-camp of M. de Wautre. 

“ 1 am going to perish from ennui j here is the end 
of my memoir, I have nothing more to do, my em¬ 
broidery fatigues me, and does not distract my 
thoughts. I have almost entirely lost my voice. 
They will no more compare me to saint Hubert!!—-I 
can no longer sing, and 1 have besides but little re¬ 
lish for it—what a state of incertitude I—It is near 
three months since I was arrested, I do not yet know 
if I shall be brought to judgment.—What will they 
do with me ? 1 have not killed M. Fualdes. I did 
not know that they .wanted to kill him, 1 should 
have told him so very soon. Yet 1 have undergone 
twelve interrogations, three of which have lasted eight 
hours.—1 do not take into the account my conferences 
with the Prefect, and those with my father, where 
shall I leave them then : 1 have lost the account of 
them. 

Last Thursday, the council assembled here, to de¬ 
cide on my fate. 1 am ignorant what are the conclu¬ 
sions of the King’s Attorney, and the judgment of 
the court; but, my God! they do not judge here in 
the last appeal: the proceedings which concern me, 
must pass through the hands of the Attorney General 
of the court of Montpellier, from thence they will 
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again go to Toulouse, and then they will be sent to my 
Lord Keeper of the Seals. I am just* addressing a 
petition to his Excellency j judge how it will be re¬ 
ceived; I a poor country-woman, who have passed 
my life amongst geese and turkeys, to take upon 
myself to write to a great lord, 

“ I repent of it at this very moment: my letter 
will not even be read.* These are nearly the terms 
in which it is conceived; * My lord,—will your Ex¬ 
cellency deign to permit, that a wretched prisoner 
should dare to address herself to you, and may she 
hope to be favourably received by you ? Will the 
chief of justice be offended, if I come to claim it from 
him, ill order that it may be rendered to me ? 1 am 

without protection, my lord, without defence, without 
support; and my sole recommendations with your 
Excellency, are in your own sentiments of humanity 
and love for the public good. 

** 1 am ignorant what language one makes use of 
with the great; I am accustomed to speak that of the 
heart. The minister of a Bourbon cannot be un¬ 
mindful of it: I ought not to employ any other with 
his Excellency. There is no example, in the annals 
of justice, of a witness so persecuted as myself. The 
tri^l of M. Fualdes is an obscure labyrinth, the thread 
of which every body has demanded from me, and 

* Madam. Manson opines badly of the ministerial solicitude: the 
. that she occasioned perhaps some actual embarrassment caused 
by the legislative discussions has awakened her distrust We have had 
the honour ourselves to deliver in a private audience, her letter to 
my Wd Kteper of the Scab, who read it with feeling and with 
int^t . 
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every body knows as much of it, and many perhaps 
more, than I do. I am tormented by the two par¬ 
ties at once. That of M. Fualdes cries for venge¬ 
ance, and accuses me of wishing to save the guilty; 
and the contrary party, well aware that I shall say 
nothing, because I know nothing, assails me still 
more vigorously. 

I am a victim, sacrificed 1 know not to whom ; 
I am not aware of my enemies. No, my Lord, I am 
not the woman that was shut up at Bancal's; and by 
a chain of circumstances difficult to believe, 1 have 
been brought to say that I was this woman; such is 
the nature of the fears whioh I have experienced, 
such is the impression which they have product 
upon my mind, that I have preferred to pass for an 
infamous prostitute, sooner than to see them realised. 

" Let not your Excellency reproach me for my 
conduct at the sitting of the 22d of August; if the 
proceedings had not been annulled, I should have 
myself offered my head—it ought to fall. It matters 
not that my crime was involuntary; the consequences 
of it would have been too dreadful, and 1 am a strik¬ 
ing example of the dangers of conviction. 

If your Excellency knew all the proceedings of 
the fatal sitting of the 22d! If you knew in what 
state was the unfortunate person who has the hardi¬ 
hood to address these lines to you, and to implore 
your commiseration! I am accused at present of 
being an accomplice in the most horrible of crimes^ 
the testimony of my conscience re-assutes me, death 
does not alarm me, my Lord; 1 have known how to 
brave it in 1793; I was then very young, my parents 
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were arrested, T partook of their lot, and if they had 
perished on the scaffold, 1 would have mounted it 
with them. In the situation into which I am fallen, 
death would be a relief to me; with it would finish 
the terrors of life. But to lose liberty, to live for ever 
separated from all that is most dear to me, to be de¬ 
prived of the embraces of my son !— Ah ! my Lord, if 
you judge me guilty, do not punish me thus, you 
could not invent a more dreadful sentence. 

“ I will go, if it is necessary, into a remote coun¬ 
try, to hide my sorrows, not my remorse. I leave 
riches to those who make much of them, there is but 
one blessing for me; 1 bold it from nature, it should 
depend upon her alone to deprive me of it. Let your 
Excellency design to excuse the despair of a mother. 
I am alone in my prison; horrible grates, triple 
doors separate me from the rest of mortals, and they 
repeat to me without ceasing: * your fate is in your 
own hands, it depends on yourself to break your 
chains.* AVhat do they wish to make me say ? that 
which 1 do not know, that which 1 felicitate myself 
on not knowin^» 

Oh! take pity on me, my lord; they have 
threatened tb send me to Paris: had it pleased God 
that your Excellency had wished to take the trouble of 
occupying yourself with my affairs, and of hearing me, 
1 would not Iiave spoke but the exact truth; ought 1 
to expect being sent to the Inquisition, under the 
reign of the best of kings ? and you, my lord, the 
worthy^minister of his will, should I in vain implore 
your^stice ? may my voice penetrate even to your 
Excdlfucy: all the world is ignorant that 1 have 
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taken the liberty of addressing myself to you, hut far 
that I should not have offered to your sight such bad 
penmanship as mine. I dare hope that you wit! par¬ 
don me, as well as the boldness with which I have ex¬ 
pressed myself, and that you will have some consi¬ 
deration for my just complaints. 

“ Accept, my lord, the homage of the most pro¬ 
found respect and of the highest consideration.*" 

“ Oh ! my dear mother, if I could see bis Majesty 
Louis XVIII. and the august daughter of the unfortu¬ 
nate Marie Antoinette and of Louis XVI., whom we 
have so often wept for together! The 211 st of January 
is always most sorrowful to me. I can never forget 
the anniversary of the most dreadful of events. 

“ I am just tracing some verses on the walls of ray 
chamber; I certainly should leave some marks of re¬ 
membrance to my successor 5 1 invite him to arm 
himself with patience, it is a thing with which one 
cannot dispense here. I forewarn him that the grates 
are of new iron 5 the door triple; that both are diffi¬ 
cult to pass; that one finds here neither files or chi¬ 
sels 5 for the jailer is a prudent man, 

“ The trial of M. Fualdes will be judged, they say, 
the 5th of February: that is, two months hence. The 
proceedings will last fully another month. It is now 
two months since 1 saw my son, which will make it 
near six. This is speaking to me of eternity itself. 
Every evening I say to myself, ‘ a day again passed 
and lost to happiness, since I have not embraced my 
Edward.’ Life is so short, all its moments so pre¬ 
cious j and we are often condemned to pass a part of 
it far from the objects which are dear to us. With 
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what passion have I desired to have children. 1 re¬ 
collect having said one day that 1 should like better 
to have a dozen of them, than not to have any; and 
this title of mother causes all my torments! It is 
happy to be void of nice feeling: one has few enjoy¬ 
ments, but one is not sensible to pains j and how 
greatly do they exceed the number of pleasures! 

“ I often see little children of the age of mine pass¬ 
ing by, but it is not my Edward. A sorrowful fore¬ 
boding sometimes tells me, that I may see him no 
more; my dreams represent him to me always dead 
or dying—^yet a good God knows well that I cannot 
support this mijsfortune. This idea reassures me. 

“ 1 have his cradle constantly near my bed, but he 
is not there. Amiable little creature, if we never 
meet again, what will be the power that can sepa¬ 
rate us ? 

" You shall no more reproach me, my dear mother, 
with sleeping too long: I lie down always after mid¬ 
night, and do not sleep till about four o’clock in the 
morning, and yet rise early, I have every night a 
fit of fever: they wish to give me medicine; but 
I do not incline to take any remedy; and I would 
distrust Hippocrates in coring me: they will not 
destroy the evil, so long as the cause exists. The 
sole specific for mine, would be the sight of my son, 
and my liberty. 

“ I have gained one thing in prison; that was 
just; I have lost so many others in it: I have no 
more fear of ghosts; you shall not laugh at me any 
more. 

“ The fair of December must have been very finci 



I have seen a vast number of people pass on the great 
road. Nobody has come to see me to-day. I wished 
to purchase a drum for my little boy; I have not had 
any opportunity to do it: but I shall send one to 
him. 

“ How many obligations have I to you, ray dear 
mother! I owe you my life, and that of my son. 
Without you, without your tender cares, my Edward 
would not exist, he would have died before having 
seen the day.—And now again, that he is suffering 
and wounded, that by an imprudence he was very 
near breaking his armj* what would become of me, 
if 1 did not know he was under your eyes? Ah! if 
nature has produced some monsters, she has formed 
also sensible souls, which make us forget them. 

“ Adieu, my dear mother; make the little angel 
pray for me. I call to mind always with much emo¬ 
tion, a prayer which I heard him make in the church 
of our Lady ; he did not think that I was paying at¬ 
tention to him, and he said; ‘ my God, grant me the 
favour of being a very wise man; heal mamma JEinjal'- 
ran, and take away sorrow from mamma Ciarisse* 

“ How can one prevent adoring so interesting a 
child, and particularly when one is the mother of it ? 
But, my poor Edward, he will be unfortunate. The 
• fatality which pursues me, attaches to all whom I 
love, to all who take interest in me. I am more ter¬ 
rible than Pandora; I spread abroad all kind of evil, 
and have not a hope. 

“ Adieu, my son, my sole blessing, my only con- 

* The child’s arm was actually sprained by a fall, during his mo¬ 
ther’s captivity. 
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solation; adieu, my good mother, I take ledve of 
you. May this memoir serve to dissipate your 
thoughts! may you find in it some alleviation of your 
pains ! my Edward will read it one day; but he will 
never have an idea of the torments, which he has 
caused to his unfortunate mother: the heart of man 
does not feel these things like ours. 

“ Melancholy possesses me: the future offers me 
nothing happy; above all, if I judge of it by the past. 
I am just demanding a priest. I perceive that my 
courage abandons me: there are moments in which 1 
lose sight of my religion: I forget every thing, ex¬ 
cept my mother and my child.’* 



NOTE. 


We think it our duty to place here for those of our Readers, who, 
nince the annullincr of the trial at Rodcz, have not Mowed the 
«letail of the divers incidents of the new proceedings, a rapid expo¬ 
sition of the principal facts. 

Immediately after the pronouncing of the sentence, which con¬ 
demned to death Bastide, Jausion, Colard,* Bax, and the woman 
Baucal j Anne Benoit and Missonnier, to forced labour for life; 
Bousquier, to one year’s imprisonment, and a fine of fifty franks ; 
Madame Manson, having a warrant served on her, was arrested, 
and conducted to prison on the 14th September. 

It is in a religious commonalty, in the cell of a monk, too 
famous for his revolutionary excesses, that the time passed, which 
separates the assizes of I’Aveyron from those of Tam. The suit 
instituted against her, as suspected of false testimony, has been 
followed up by the cares of M. Bertrandi, one of the judges of the 
Civil Tribunal at Rodez; this wise and skilful magistrate, has 
known how to associate in his communications with the prisoner, 
the rigorous obligation of his ministry, with those considerations of 
condescension and humanity ordained by her sex, and her sorrow¬ 
ful situation. 

The Tribunal of Rodez, having taken cognizance of her suit, 
the papers respecting the proceedings were sent to Montpellier, 
about the 28th of November last, and this Court decided on the 
7th of the following month, that Madame Manson should be judged 
at the approaching assizes at Rodez. 

An act of the Supreme Court has decided it otherwise: the 
Moniteur of the 21st December, publishes the following detail. 

“ A decision of the Royal Court of Monipellier, imputing to 
Madame Manson the charge of false testimony, had ordained, that 
this lady should be brought before the assizes of I’Aveyron. The a 
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Attorney General being provided against this, decision by the sta¬ 
tute of the Judges, has dvinanded that the affair shall b€ brought 
before the assizes at Albi, looking to their connexion with the ac¬ 
cusation relative to the murder of M. Fualdcs. The Court of 
repeal, in the criminal division, on the loporl of Mr, Buschop the 
counsel, and. the arguments of M. Cnaud, ibe advocate generah 
has i^ccepted this demand, and sent back Madame Manson, before 
the court of assizes at 

During the course of these successive eventr-, the suspected per¬ 
sons upon ^yilom the most iicavy charges of the accusation seem 
to weigh, have made an effort to withdraw themselves from justice. 
Wc shall make an abstract of a letter, which was addressed to us 
from Rodez, at the time by our correspondent* This letter was 
also printed in the number of the Gazette of France, of the 
12th of December. 

On the night of the 8rd and 4 tIj Decunber, the twenty-three 
prisoners confined in the house of the Cordeliers, made an attempt 
to escape. Jausion and Bastidc were the only ones in this prison, 
who were included in the trial for the murder of M. Fualdes t the 
rest of thaif companions are condemned for theft. Ba.Y, Missounier, 
Colard, and Bancal, arc, as it is known, in the convent of the 
Capucins. 

For a long time past, Bastidc assiduously occupied himself in 
making hampers with trusses of straw, and his wife preserved the 
power of seeing and of speaking to him, through the grates before 
the prison. 

** Ah! well!” said he, one day to her, “ I send you freipiently 
about my work, and propose to continue it.” “ Do not, however, 
make hampers, without end,” said she, " the house is already full of 
them.” “ I will make you, then, a warming basket (a piece of fiir- 
niture, to dry linen at the hearth). Besides,” continued he, *' in 

* We pnblished under the title of the Pomton’s Stmt^aph, b nnmhet-s, of a 
idieet of letter press, with engravings, a correspondence from Rodez, on each 
'evept worthy of interest, which has lately attached to this celebrated cause ^ 
the fifth number has just appeared, price forty centimes, at Fillet’s, at Paris. 
It may he bought, the price, for li numhers, four fhmes, and My centimes at 
Paris, ind five ^ncs for the d^artments, 

engmving representing the Children of Bancal at the almonry at 
acff^pany t|ie sixth number. 








